Jaffe,  Hirshel,  with  James  Rudin  and  Marcia  Rudin 
Why  Me?  Why  Anyone? 

St.  Martin's  Press,  193  p.,  $15.95 

Rabbi  Hirshel  Jaffe  gained  fame  when  he  visited  the  American  hostages 
in  !^eran,  in  1980.  He  was  present  when  they  were  welcomed  home  at  the  White 
House,  in  1981.  He  was  known  as  the  "running  rabbi"  who,  among  many  accomplish- 
ments,  ran  the  distance  in  the  New  York  City  Marathon  in  1978.  He  lived  well, 
served  his  community,  took  care  of  his  body  and  thought  he  would  live  and  be 
whole  "forever".  Today,  Rabbi  Jaffe  is  alive  only  because  of  his  will  power, 
the  support  of  his  family,  friends  and  doctors,  the "miracle"  drug  Interferon; 
also  the  belief^  tempered  in  the  crucible  of  pain,  that  one  can  pass  through  the 
valley  of  shadows.  Rabbi  Jaffe  suffers  from  hairy-cell  leukemia  and,  happily, 
is  now  in  remission. 

But  all  this  merely  introduces  the  central  character  in  this  drama  of 
suffering,  hope,  despair  and  the  strength  given  by  family  and  friends.  Jaffe 
is  the  rabbi  of  a medium  size  congregation,  actively  involved  in  the  lives  of 
his  people.  He  cares,  comforts,  teaches,  leads  in  prayer  and  preaches.  But, 
in  view  of  his  own  needs,  as  these  surfaced  ominously  in  terms  of  his  illness, 
the  answers  he  readily  prescribes  for  others  will  not  comfort  him  nor  give  him 
the  necessary  strength.  A new  perspective  is  sought  as  the  "running  rabbi" 
realizes  that  his  days  of  activity  are  now  circumscribed.  He  who  counseled 
and  comforted  others  and  was  a source  of  strength  to  his  members  now  questions 
with  Job  the  justice  of  his  situation  and  asks  in  muted  rage:  "Why  me?  Why 
anyone?" 

The  answers  he  seeks  are  not  easily  found;  as  a matter  of  fact,  they 
are  more  often  hidden  than  available.  But  what  is  critical  is  the  ability  of 
Jaffe  to  ask  pertinent  questions;  it  is  in  that  setting  that  he  discovers  a 
basis  for  faith.  Judaism  is  a religion  of  questions;  they  are  not  only  permit- 
ted  but  encouraged.  They  open  the  mind  to  explore  and  evaluate  and 'to  seek  a- 
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balance  by  means  of  which  man  can  triumph  and,  if  not,  at  least  to  prevail. 

־ ״ ' This  is  a book  from  a Jewish  point  of  view;  Rabbi  Jaffa's  friend. 

Rabbi  Rudin,  intersperses  the  diary  entries  of  the  patient  with  explanatory 
remarks  based  on  the  Jewish  tradition.  The  book,  in  a sense,  is  a primer 
of  Jewish  belief;  that  is  not  to  say,  of  course,  that  it  is  of  help  to  Jews 
alone!  The  book  reveals  nothing  new,  it  has  been  said  many  times  before  and 
frequently  with  better  style  and  in  more  lofty  language.  (Three  authors  do 
not  necessarily  write  three  times  better  than  one.)  On  the  other  hand,  the 
need  and  search  for  answers  brings  us  faith  a»d  our  relationship  to  God. 

It  is  an  exhilarating  journey. 

We  stand  in  awe  of  Judy  Jaffa  (Hirshel's  wife),  we  sympathize  with 
their  daughters,  we  greatly  respect  the  friends  and  congregants  who  never 
compromised  their  belief  in  his  ability  to  survive;  we  even  forgive  the 
awkward  and  appalling  questions  of  well-meaning  friends  which  leave  the  patient 
with  troubled  mind  in  the  dark  loneliness  of  the  night,  just  prior  to  surgery. 

In  this  book  we  meet  an  indomitable  spirit  who  can  be  a source  of 
comfort  to  all  in  need;  his  book  can  take  its  place  alongside  the  highly 
respected  volume  of  another  rabbi,  Harold  Kushner's  "When  Bad  Things  Happen 
to  Good  People". 

As  a human  being,  I feel  the  pain  of  his  illness;  as  a rabbi,  I share 
the  pain  of  his  questions,  Every  step  on  the  way  to  remission  reflects  a 
triumph  of  will  and  family  support.  The  prayers  of  us  all  echo  the  Jewish 
trust  in  his  tomorrow:  "L'chayim",  TO  LIFE! 

Robert  L.  Lehman 
New  York  City 


Israeli  which  is  beyond  my  comprehension. 

The  one  positive  point  I wish  to  make  regarding  Ms. 
D’Alpuget’s  book  is  her  obvious  feeling  for  Jerusalem,  for  its 
sights,  its  streets,  and  its  people.  This  is  her  great  love  and  if 
she  had  the  intention  of  writing  a love  poem  to  Jerusalen,  one 
can  only  regret  how  far  she  has  gone  astray. 

ROBERT  L.  LEHMAN,  New  York,  New  York. 

Dandrea,  Don 
Orlok 

Pineapple  Press,  319p.,  $16.95 
ISBN:  0-910923-22-1 

Orlok  is  a fictional  history  suitable  for  young  adults  and 
others  who  enjoy  unusual  adventure.  The  novel  is  set  in  the 
time  of  Genghis  Khan,  a primitive  era  of  barbaric,  nomadic 
Mongols  who  continuously  harassed  the  civilized  peoples  of 
China,  Korea,  Russia,  and  India.  It  is  the  life  story,  based  on 
what  little  historical  facts  are  available,  of  Genghis  Khan’s 
greatest  military  leader  and  second  in  command,  Subotai  the 
Bold.  Through  Subotai ’s  nomadic  life,  which  took  him  from 
one  end  of  Asia  to  the  other,  we  are  offered  pictures  of  this 
exotic  era. 

For  each  phase  of  Subotai’s  ever-changing  life,  there  is  a 
singular  figure  who  acts  as  his  mentor  or  guide.  These  guides 
typically  symbolize  a particular  culture,  and  each  gives  to 
Subotai  valuable  lessons  about  material  as  well  as  spiritual 
matters.  Plying  the  caravan  routes  and  often  charting  un- 
known  terrain  in  the  Asian  steppes,  Subotai  lives  a very  full 
life  before  even  meeting  the  great  Kha  Khan. 

This  novel  brings  to  life  an  era  of  great  contrasts  and 
contradictions.  Vivid  descriptions  of  barbarism  and  the  prim- 
itive  nomadic  life  contrast  sharply  with  Subotai’s  contact 
with  the  civilized  people  of  India  and  China  The  reader  will 
be  surprised,  too,  at  the  author’s  knowledge  of  the  customs, 
weaponry,  and  rituals  of  the  time. 

Subotai’s  life,  a seemingly  unending  series  of  adven- 
tures  and  new  experiences,  illustrates  in  a surprising  manner 
how  a primitive  barbarian  can  undergo  the  processes  of 
learning,  growth,  and  maturity,  and  attain  a level  of  spiritual 
awareness  that  transcends  the  conditions  of  his  existence. 

DAVID  BIANCOt  Harper  Woods,  Michigan. 

Deforges,  R^gine 
The  Blue  Bicycle 
Lyle  Stuart,  386p.,  $17.95 
ISBN:  0-8184-0402-7 

I cannot  remember  the  charge  exactly,  but  I think  it  was 
said  of  Conrad,  Hardy,  and  Hemingway  that  each  had  diffi- 
culty  sketching  women  in  his  novels.  Of  course,  it  was 
observed,  there  were  great  ideas  underneath  the  plots  and 
these,  we  are  told,  more  than  compensated  for  the  weak- 
nesses,  the  inabilities  to  portray  a woman  who  was  neither  a 
stereotype  nor  an  overt  symbol.  But,  to  be  plain,  one  can  say 
the  three  wrote  men’s  novels,  with  whatever  pejorative  con- 
notations  the  phrase  carries. 

The  Blue  Bicycle,  originally  published  in  France  in  1981 
and  translated  from  that  language  by  Ros  Schwartz,  is  unfor- 
tunately  a woman’s  novel.  It  is  a novel  filled  with  tulle 
curtains  blowing  in  the  breeze,  flowers  in  a painted  blue  vase, 
polite  dialogue  (with  an  occasional  shock  of  erotica),  and 
lunch  at  the  Ritz.  Probably  more  credit  is  due  to  the  translator 
than  the  author  for  the  fact  that  the  surface  is  so  attractive,  but 
underneath  it  seems  to  be  a novel  of  grand  petulance  and 
immaturity  (the  author  would  call  it  passion). 

In  fairness,  too,  it  is  not  the  case  that  men  are  treated 


feels  that  at  age  26  she  is  destined  to  be  an  old  maid.  Her 
former  fianc^  refuses  to  house  and  support  her  younger  sister 
Millie,  whose  strange  nocturnal  flittings  about  the  communi- 
ty  have  earned  her  the  nickname  “moth.”  When  Millie 
happens  upon  Robert  accidentally,  an  instant  bond  is  formed. 

Though  he’s  not  in  her  class,  when  Robert  comes  to  work 
for  her  Agnes  gradually  begins  to  notice  what  a competent, 
attractive,  caring  man  he  is.  She  considers  what  life  with  him 
would  be  like,  decides  it  would  be  wonderful,  but  doesn’t 
dare  defy  convention.  It  takes  Dave  Water’s  possessive,  de- 
structive  actions  to  give  her  the  courage  to  run  to  Robert  Dave 
has  been  a servant  in  the  Forman  house  since  Agnes  was  bom. 
In  fact,  he  and  his  wife  Peggy  have  raised  both  girls.  But  with 
the  coming  of  Robert  to  the  estate,  things  have  changed. 
Robert  refuses  to  be  subservient.  Dave  sees  the  growing 
affection  between  Robert  and  Agnes  and  tells  her  heatedly 
she  must  end  her  relationship  with  him.  When  her  brother 
tells  her  he  will  disown  and  disinherit  her,  she  deicdes  it  is 
time  to  make  her  own  decisions. 

As  usual,  Cookson  creates  real  characters,  some  easy  to 
sympathize  with,  some  easy  to  dislike.  It’s  always  wrenching 
to  finish  one  of  her  books,  because  you  really  don’t  want  it  to 
end,  but  Cookson  fans  will  find  this  a very  satisfying  ending. 

LINDA  COSLICK,  Schenectady,  New  York. 

D’Alpuget,  Blanche 
Winter  in  Jerusalem 
Simon  & Schuster,  269p.,  $16.95 
ISBN:  0-671-49808-8 

The  author,  who  lives  in  Australia,  has  written  several 
books,  of  which  at  least  two  are  biographies,  prior  to  this 
novel.  Winter  in  Jerusalem.  I have  not  read  her  previous  work, 
but  I understand  that  her  novel  Turtle  Beach  is  highly 
regarded. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  I cannot  respond  enthusiastically  to 
her  latest  effort.  The  convoluted  plot  concerns  a young  script 
writer  who  lives  in  Australia  but  has  a tentatively  serious 
involvement  with  a Jewish  movie  producer  living  in  Hoi- 
lywood.  They  will  meet  in  Israel  to  work  together  on  a new 
film  concerning  the  events  on  Masada.  In  addition,  Danielle, 
the  heroine,  attempts  to  rediscover  herself  as  she  tries  to  meet 
her  father  whom  she  has  not  seen  or  spoken  to  in  years.  Along 
the  way,  there  are  terrorists,  philosophical  discussions  about 
Israeli  involvement  in  Lebanon,  assessments  of  the  “peace- 
now”  movement,  a refusenik  who  serves  time  in  jail  because 
he  cannot  stand  the  killing  in  the  north  and  the  effect  of  this  on 
his  father.  The  characters  spout  angry  outbursts  at  the  govern- 
ment  which  has  now  brought  Israelis  to  the  point  where 
“Jews  murder  Jews  for  the  first  time  since  the  founding  of  the 
State  for  political  reasons”  (p.  41). 

If  this  type  of  novel  intrigues  you  more  than  it  did  me, 
you  will  also  have  to  wade  through  these  types  of  sentences: 
“as  if  her  mind  were  a simple  structure  like  a starfish  limb  that 
needed  time  to  make  the  connection  between  sensation  and 
grasping“  (p.  39),  or  “She  brings  out  in  me  the  urge,  almost 
uterine,  to  exaggerate”  (p.  50). 

Of  course,  this  may  be  normal  language  to  some  but 
seems  stilted  to  me.  I understood  better  after  I read  a letter 
which  the  father  had  written  to  his  daughter,  telling  her  why 
he  could/would  not  see  her.  One  example,  “I  do  not  pant  to 
see  you  from  the  spur  of  inquisitiveness“  and  a few  lines  later 
he  aJlows  himself  the  comment  that  the  relationship  between 
the  Jew  and  Israel  is  linked  to  this  God  “Who,  having 
scourged  them  [the  Jews]  with  His  great  weeding  out,  the  so- 
called  Holocaust  in  Europe . . .”  (p.  106),  a sentiment  from  an 
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Freeman,  Cynthia 
Seasons  of  the  Heart 
Putnam,  399p.,  $17.95 
ISBN:0-399-13107-8 

Seasons  of  the  Heart  opens  in  1941.  Ann  Pollack,  a sweet 
young  girl  of  twenty-one,  meets  Phillip  Coulter,  a dashing 
young  lawyer  and  the  son  of  a former  San  Francisco  scion. 
They  fall  in  love.  Her  worst  fears  about  acceptance  by  his 
family  are  realized.  His  courage  overcomes  old  prejudices. 
They  many.  He  goes  off  to  war.  She  struggles,  bravely, 
surrendering  her  independence  to  move  into  his  parents’ 
home  and  care  for  them.  He  returns,  emotionally  damaged 
but  physically  intact.  She  is  brave  and  understanding.  He 
cannot  bring  himself  to  return  to  the  competitive  legal  arena. 
Ann  takes  the  reins  and  finds  him  a job.  They  have  a child,  a 
daughter  named  Evie,  on  whom  he  indulges  every  extrava- 
gance,  almost  to  their  financial  ruination.  Ann  takes  the  reins 
again  and  finds  herself  a job. 

The  job  which  was  intended  to  make  ends  meet  turns 
into  a dynamic  real-estate  career  which  lands  the  Coulter 
family  in  the  six-figure  income  bracket.  This  success  is 
phenomenal,  considering  Ann  is  now  about  thirty  years  old 
and  has  no  work  experience  other  than  the  hosiery  counter  at 
I.  Magnin’s.  But  it  seems  that  Ann  has  a gift  for  the  world  of 
wheeling-dealing  and,  in  no  time  at  all,  has  turned  a slum 
section  of  town  into  a renaissance  area  for  San  Francisco 
yuppies.  The  Coulters’  life  style  begins  to  change — a bigger 
house,  lavish  soir6s,  and  a perfectly  Gidget  teen  experience 
for  little  Evie. 

Ann  has  it  all — money,  power,  and  a husband  who  stays 
off  her  case.  But  is  she  happy?  She  believes  so  until  a fateful 
trip  to  new  York  City  where  she  meets  the  handsome, 
debonaire,  slightly  older,  Adam  Gayne.  Ann  bravely  main- 
tains  her  marriage  vows  until  she  learns  that  wimpy  Phillip 
has  a special  interet  de  femme  of  his  own.  She  rushes  to  New 
York  and  into  the  arms  of  the  incredibly  rich  Adam.  Daughter 
Evie  is  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  does  something  stupid. 
Ann  bravely  foregoes  her  own  plans  with  Adam  and  rushes  to 
her  daughter’s  side.  Evie  recovers.  Ann  goes  back  to  New 
York.  Phillip  is  overwhelmed  by  Evie’s  illness  and  subse- 
quent  recovery  and  has  a crippling  stroke.  Ann  is  brave  and 
rushes  to  the  bedside  of  Phillip,  whom  she  has  not  yet  legally 
shed. 

I will  not  tell  you  how  Seasons  of  the  Heart  ends.  I will 
let  you  suffer  the  way  I had  to.  If  this  review  is  flat,  that  is 
because  Cynthia  Freeman’s  novel  and  her  characters  are  just 
so.  There  is  not  a single  compelling  person  in  the  lot.  There  is, 
however,  a brief  flash  of  literary  energy  by  author  Freeman 
when  Phillip  is  captured  by  the  Japanese  and  undergoes  the 
infamous  Bataan  march.  The  descriptions  of  conditions  en- 
dured  by  prisoners  of  war  and  the  emotions  of  an  intelligent 
man  who  was  not  trained  to  kill  are  really  not  badly  done.  But 
for  the  most  part,  the  novel  is  full  of  pretty  simple  stuff,  such 
as:  “Ann  was  beside  herself  with  joy’’  or  “ . . . but  then  one 
day  a miracle  happened.” 

If  you  are  looking  for  a bit  of  fiction  that  you  can  read  in 
a day  without  caring  a whit  about  any  of  the  story’s  charac- 
ters,  then  Seasons  of  the  Heart  is  for  you. 

ANNE  MARIE  CRONIN,  Bay  Village,  Ohio. 

Gann,  Ernest  K. 

The  Triumph 

Simon  & Schuster,  382p.,  $17.95 
ISBN:  0-67152829-7־ 

After  the  gruelling  siege  of  Masada,  General  Flavius 


shabbily  or  dressed  in  cardboard.  Raphael  Mahl,  a politically 
ambivalent,  somewhat  cynical  bibliophile,  is  one  of  the  more 
1 66  convincing  characters  in  the  navel.  But  he,  like  the  rest  of  the 
males  in  the  story,  is  just  a kind  of  indulgence  for  the  heroine. 
Lea  Delmas,  who  has  been  given  just  about  every  indulgence 
that  an  ingenue  can  be  given.  Not  so  bad  except  that  indul- 
gence  does  not  end  even  in  the  middle  of  a war.  Traveling 
through  war-tom  France,  fleeing  from  the  German  invasion. 
Lea  sees  awful  scenes  but  her  emotions  remain  narrow  and 
her  understanding  of  the  war’s  impact  is  dim.  She  is  not 
outraged,  or  angry,  or  emotionally  scarred,  or  even  terribly 
upset,  but  just  more  nationalistic  than  before. 

Lea  and  her  family,  wealthy  vineyard  owners  in  France, 
find  themselves  playing  host  to  German  occupation  troops  in 
Bordeaux  around  1940.  Lea’s  obsession,  Laurent  d’Argilat, 
already  married  to  Lea’s  competitor,  Camille,  has  been  cap- 
tured  by  the  Germans.  Lea  fin^  herself  trying  to  take  Laurent 
away  from  Camille;  trying  to  transport  messages  across  the 
lines;  and  trying  to  remain  true  to  a promise  she  made  to 
Laurent  to  stand  by  Camille  during  Camille’s  pregnancy. 
These  burdens  are  too  much  to  think  about,  and  so  Deforges 
does  not  allow  her  heroine  much  time  to  do  so. 

Because  the  author  is  so  careful  to  guard  Lea’s  thoughts 
and  feelings,  as  well  as  those  of  her  sisters  and  friends,  we 
cannot  find  out  much  about  them.  The  action  in  the  novel  is 
acceptably  engaging,  but  is  no  real  substitute  for  what  could 
have  been.  Plot,  description,  and  dialogue  all  seem  to  comple- 
mentone  another,  but  any  satisfactory  character  development 
will  have  to  wait  for  a sequel  which  is  indeed  already  planned. 

JIM  PASCALE,  Coral  Springs,  Florida. 

Edelson,  Julie 
No  News  Is  Good 
North  Point  Press,  243p.,  $16.95 
ISBN:  0-86547-231-9 

This  is  a short  and  dreary  review  of  a long  and  dreary 
novel.  I didn’t  think  ihziNo  News  Is  Good  would  ever  end.  At 
one  point,  I became  so  annoyed  with  the  “liberated”  style  of 
this  book  that  I almost  returned  it  to  the  editor. 

In  Ms.  Edelson ’s  first  novel,  she  positively  strains  to  be 
relevant.  No  News  Is  Good  is  a period  piece,  set  in  the  time 
frame  of  the  anti-war  Vietnam  era.  This  novel  chronicles  the 
life  of  Ruth  Levin  whose  husband  is  cormnitted  to  a mental 
hospital  in  upstate  New  York,  where  Ruth  moves  in  order  to 
be  close  to  him.  The  sample  of  Ms.  Edelson ’s  annoying  prose 
“sets  up”  the  chronicle  for  us — “1  drove  us  upstate  and 
installed  him  in  the  bin,  I landed  a job  at  the  Graduate 
Research  Library  and  a place  in  the  MLS  Program,  and  rented 
a pretty  house  in  the  nowhere  town  in  1970,  when  the  U.  S. 
was  pouring  troops  into  Cambodia  despite  massive  protests, 
and  there  didn’t  seem  to  be  much  anyone  could  do  about  it  but 
scream,  and  we  were  standing  in  front  of  our  lives  with  our 
hands  open  and  our  eyes  closed  and  silently  screaming.”  The 
entire  novel  reads  like  this  sentence.  Enough  said. 

No  News  Is  Good  has  been  billed  as  being  about  life, 
friendships,  disappointment,  joy,  and  involvement.  Funny, 
but  1 thought  it  was  about  a person’s  being  gullible  and  lost 
Having  been  through  the  Vietnam  era  as  a college  student,  I 
found  very  little  to  identify  with  in  any  of  the  characters  in  this 
novel.  No,  1 take  that  back.  Certainly  many  of  the  characters 
described  were  quite  pitiable.  That’s  enough  for  No  News  Is 
Good.  It  deserves  no  more. 

CHARLES  G.  BLEWITT  is  a full-time  psychologist  and  an 
adjunct  faculty  member  in  the  Graduate  School  ofEduca- 
tion  at  the  University  of  Scranton. 
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INTRÜDUCT 
A General 

1 once  again  we  come  to  end  of  holiday  cycle  which 
reaches  across  7 wks,  frm  P to  ths  day  of  Shevuoth, 

2 in  terms  of  time  we  have  mvd  from  spring  to  summer; 
in  terms  of  history,  we  have  gone  frm  slavery  nt 
merely  to  freedom  but,  even  further,  to  responsib 
which  are  inherent  in  the  Rev  at  ^inai , 

3 the  two  occas  are,  of  c,  basic  to  the  character  of 
oTor  hist,  to  the  core  of  Juctaism 

B Specific 

1 and  the  people  knew  what  this  occas  would  si^:nify  & 
they  prepared  themselves  accordingly 

2 fr  3 days  and  nights  they  abst  frm  one  anothr,  they 
knew  they  cld  nt  touch  the  mt , they  drew  a boundciry 
ar  the  sacred  ground,  there  was  fear  & trembling, 

wieyo  eu״־׳n*iu>»  thiuidr  & lightn  & fire  = ^ev 

3 bt  today, •^our  approach  to  Shev  quite  different,  if 
nt  indifferent  even, 

4 few  except  proff  prepare,  cert  no  feel  of  awe,  & e' 

such  gestures  of  respect  as  people  rising  when  lOCs 
are  re  ad  ^ as  was  done  in  some  ־^urop  congr,  nt 

fol lowed  most  cong  throughout  the  world 7 

5 the  march  of  Hist,  frm  Slav  to  BevjTno  longer  sotirce 
of  infltience  &,  frm  where  I stand,  this  a pity, 

BODY 
A LAW 

1 the  basis  of  civ  is,  I think,  a sense  of  s^lf-disci 
by  means  of  which  rules,  rog,  mores  are  organized  "s 
that  life  is  palatable  fr  the  commonjf  good 

2 this  was  especially  noteworthy  in  ainc  times  bee  our 
was  an  egalit  society,  even  ^ was  subject  to  the 
of  a Nathan  & was  taken  to  task  by  the  people  fr  si 

3 most  othr  societies  in  those  times  built  on  ranlc  & 
priv,  on  caste  sys^eins  which  tk  it  grantefi^hat  t 
rich  & powerful  would  rule  over  lesser  men  &■  'that  tl^ 

’*order  of  things  ■8igBSifaaea|»— q■!*  fTiTi f u 1±1  »>  e 

4 ths  nt  the  way  it  was  in  mifft  Israels  constant  admons 
you  were  Slavs  in  E,  treat  strangr  as  yr  o^vn  fr  u 
were  stramgrs,  remembr  how  u began  & dent  taJee  ad־N^״ 

&  if  anyone  to  be  punishd  on  ths  level,  it  will  be 
the  slave  who  was  offrd  freedm  bt  refused 

5 bt  the  basic  laws  of  ^ev  only  the  beg,  over  coiarse 
of  cent,  we  developd  nt  just  the  lOCs  but  613  thr 
purpose  was  to  cultivate  human  dignity  & while  it 
focused  on  common  good,  thr  purpose  was  even  more: 
to  sanctify  our  lives  through  Mitzvot, 

6 law,  “I hen.  dltiscpl,  proper  ways  of  conduct ca  basic 
ingredient  ^!thin  o^lr  religious  oerioage. 


ii 


B TERROiaSM 

L ALL  OF  TIILSE  THOUGHTS  comments  re  law  & discipln 
lead  me  in  opposite  direction  in  order  to  m^e  a pt 
fr  this  occas  of  Sheיw10th 

2 want  to  touch  wjih  you  the  issue  of  terrorism,  an 

gvi 1 very  much  a part  of  our  time  & in  ult imat e ^ c on* 
trast  to  what  this  occasion  is  all  abcMit,  , 

3 indeed,  am  nt  referring  to  the  terrorism  u rd  about 

in  newspapers  & see  results  of  which  on  TV^  the  ter* 
of  explosiojis,  hurt  & maiming  ' 

4 refer  to  ter  of  our  society  as  seen/ in  laivlossness 

of  our  officials,  jt^rF-TTr  • It  is 

an  assault  our  civ,  against  what  we  hold  dear  ! 

5 aaid  shows  that  we  a pampered  soc,  engaged  in  undisej 

self-gratific , self-indulgent  in  the  extreme  and, as 
a result,  there  is  all  abt  us  a subversion  of  soc  c. 
on  same  level,  a despoiling  of  our  civ  | 

6 mentioned  gvt  officials  bt  exanpl-^s^oj^d  reach  in-j 
to  most  areas  of  life:  callous  11 1 i^OiTinTי י<  ly  HDs, 
union  offic  syphoning  off  pension  fu31ds  of  thr  me  !b 
th׳-  drn  ;k  who  still  feels  "he  can  handle  it”;  the 

go  on  and  on,  as  any  eve  TV  show  documents 


:J 


Hunger  and  Umigs 
but  the  examples  I am  citing  are  almost  in  the  _ob- 
stract;  any  one  here  know  Lr.  Presser  of  Teamsters^ 
"or  ai״e  any  of  us  on  1st  name  basis  with  frmer  T^c 
of  cotxrse,  not!  On  othr  hand,  terrorism  to סי ו  seed 
also  in  the  of  children  whethr  it  be  in  Afr 

or  within  US 


theirs  is  a of  starvation,  of  in^^ty , of  a־| 

buse  aaad  the  pity  of  it  is  t(jat  the  iCTmTi  in  thr 
eyes  is  nt  reflected  by  terror  within  us,  that  in  a 
cou:  try  svich  as  ours,  weajt hv  b^ond  itnagination, 
such  abuses  of  hum  be  ings  allowed, 

the  second  terrorist•»  aspect  lies  inP^alm  of  drg־| 
we  hear  grt  deal  abt  "crack",  a form  of  cocaine  & 
we  heard  as  much  abt  how  ths  drug  & cocaine  is  be- 
ing  distributed  in  Wash  H־bs,  no  more  than  10  bl  s. 
again,  we  ought  to  "be  in  £He  vanguard  vs  this  abus 
wiiiciu  Qnce  tajeen  fr^hatever  reason,  addicts  the 

out  on  the  streets  to 


protest  «««Ml,  to  ricike  our  voices  to  be  Ijeard 
it  seems  we  always  a little  late:  in  S Bx  gev  bio 
have  organizd  themselves  to  keep  pushers  out,  the 
parents  lit.  talcen  mattrs  into  thr  own  hands  & gtia^ 
the  streets;  no  utop  solution,  of  c but  an  eJ^QX 
& we  staid,  middle  class  cit?  we  get  requests,  as 
I did  last  wk,  fr  T gcroll  frm  a Priest  who  xn 
charge  of  Day  top  & Swan  Lalce  rug  Rehab  Oentr 


iii 

8 they  have  saach  a large  /»of  J residents,  are  now  in 
process  of  bldg  J Chapel  & ask  fr  T scrolU 

9 too  late,  fr  siire:  who  of  these  men  askd  fr  T scrol 
when  they  were  on  outside?  T scroll  we  celeb  today, 

CukCLUSI'  ■N 
A General 

1 it  is  in  ths  context  that  £>hev  talces  on  added  mean, 

2 we  tie  ourselves  to  cert  principles  & sets  of  values 
as  found  in  Law  given  to  us  ths  day  so  many  th  yrs  a 

3 thr  ptנrרןose  is  to  enhance  nt  oe  steundards  of 

life  & commitment;  oiar  soc  should  be  secure  f rm  j ; L t h 
_in  gpBSatpaitedai^t^fPm  fnu  eutoide^  the  terrorsra 

lies  within  us  as  we  are  seduced  and  abused  by  sub- 
stances  that  undermine  what  Hev  at  צ !g  all  about 

B Specific 

1 let  us  accept  standards,  laws  aaad  values  fr  the  com- 
mon  gd  and  sanctify  our  lives  as  a result  thereof. 

2 we  Can  make  a difference,  each  & everyone  in  his  oTvn 
SBiaJ.1  way,  nt  as  earth-shakers  or  movers  bt  within  t 
realm  of  where  we  live,  whom  we  know,  who  we  are. 

3 Sinai^  as  obs  today^  implied  then  & implies  now  a Cov 
and  tiiat  cov  is  at  the  heart  of  our  existence 

as  Am,  as  hiiman  beings,  as  ■Jews, 

4 to  forget  or  ignore^ hs t_^b asi c fact  is  to  betray  a 

sacred  trust  ; 4^  1 1 u to  live  acc  to  ”iorah, 

is  to  linlc  oneself  wth  ones  people  t^or  all — 4) 1 1 fCb 
past  unto  the  present 

5 on  that  level,  •i^ev  at  צ will  have  mean  & so  come  ali 
A len. 


ieb.  Tab,,  June  13»  1986,  Frid  A.M. 
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Buckley,  Christopher 
The  White  House  Mess 
Knopf,  224p.,  $16.95 
ISBN:  0-394-54940-6 

Who  can  forget  Inauguration  Day  1989  when  Ronald 
Reagan  so  reluctantly  bowed  out  of  the  White  House,  refusing 
even  to  appear  at  the  inauguration  ceremonies?  Who  does  not 
remember  the  hopes  we  all  had  as  we  watched  Thomas 
Nelson  Tucker  (a.k.a.  TNT)  take  the  oath  of  office,  the  pride 
we  took  in  his  subsequent  masterful  conduct  of  the  summit 
meeting  with  Castro,  and  the  thrill  we  shared  as  we  witnessed 
his  literally  breath-taking  response  to  the  attempted  takeover 
of  the  American  Military  airbase  in  Bermuda? 

For  those  of  us  now  being  bathed  in  the  Rockefeller 
refulgence  of  the  George  Bush  administration,  Mr.  Herbert 
Wadlough’s  insider’s  account  of  those  stormy  years  is  must 
reading.  No  mean  source  is  Wadlough,  personal  assistant  to 
the  President,  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  sometime  advisor  to  the 
randy  First  Lady,  and  supervisor  of  the  White  House  mess. 
“The  scandal  at  the  Interior  Department,  the  mid-term  elec- 
tions,  the  Soviet  invasion  of  Pakistan,  the  President’s  broth- 
er ’s  conversion  to  Islam,’’  Wadlough’s  own  guinea  pig 
appearance  on  the  “Today  Show”  (a  real  gas) — it’s  all  here. 

And  we  are  still  here  despite  the  Armageddon  forebod- 
ings  of  all  the  idealistic  sore  losers.  What  it  will  be  with 
George  beating  around,  God  and  King  Gorbachov  I only 
know.  But  that  is  to  anticipate.  So  back  10  Mr.  Wadlough  and 
his  editorial  assistant  and  one-time  speechwriter  for  then  Vice 
President  Bush,  Christopher  Buckley. 

Few  indeed  of  those  who  have  tried  to  describe  the  fact 
that  all  rising  to  great  place  is  by  a winding  stair  have  done  it 
as  successfully  as  Mr.  Wadlough.  We  share  his  agony  at  the 
unfairness  of  it  all — a Vice  President  who  wants  to  be  in  place 
of  instead  of,  a First  Lady  whose  holy  wood  has  always  been 
Hollywood,  a not-yet-housebroken  top  speechwriter  and  the 
First  Couple’s  sole  heir,  a child  delinquent.  Firecracker.  But  if 
we  feel  the  agony  of  this  middle-American  accountant 
ushered  into  the  corridors  of  power,  we  ultimately  share  his 
measured  elation  in  getting  on,  getting  even,  and  getting 
gone. 

Though  Wadlough  is  now  in  a high-level  position  with 
the  National  Association  of  Part-Time  Railroad  Employees, 
his  editorial  assistant  Christopher  Buckley  is  really  getting  it 
on  in  this  book.  Keep  an  eye  on  him.  This  republic  is  going  to 
need  every  unserious  character  it  can  find  if  it  hopes  to  beat 
off  the  swarms  of  knaves  and  fools  who  darken  the  national 
skies. 

% 

JOHN  P.  MULLEN  is  in  the  English  Department  of  St. 
Joseph's  University. 

Calisher,  Hortense 
The  Bobby-Soxer 
Doubleday,  281p.,  $17.95 
ISBN:  0-385-18426-3 

This  novel  is  an  example  of  fine  craftmanship,  subtly 
fashioned  in  such  a way  as  to  give  the  reader  a look  at  the 
intricacies  which  make  up  the  coming  to  maturity  of  a 
sensitive,  talented  young  woman.  The  time  is  the  fifties,  and 
the  place  is  a small  town  in  New  Jersey.  The  narrator  is  a 
young  girl  (or  woman,  as  she  moves  in  and  out  of  the  time 

frame),  the  elder  child  of  a New  York  lawyer  and  his  southern- 
bom  wife.  The  parents’  marriage  is  not  a happy  one  with  the 
shadow  of  the  husband’s  New  York  mistress  darkening  the 
home  until  the  mistress  dies,  and,  ironically,  the  estate  comes 
to  the  neglected  wife.  The  marriage  then  goes  almost  asunder, 
and  mother  and  daughter  move  to  the  home  of  the  father’s 
mother,  who  in  a dowager  way,  rules  the  home  from  her  third 
floor  apartment  through  the  services  of  her  Japanese  butler, 
Watanabe,  disrespectfully  called  Knobby.  The  father  and  son 
move  to  South  America  for  a time  but  eventually  return. 


Birmingham,  Stephen 
The  LeBaron  Secret 
Little,  Brown,  403p.,  $17.95 
ISBN:  0-316-09649-0 

Stephen  Birmingham’s  latest  novel  may  be  somewhat 
reminiscent  of  the  prime  time  soap  opera  “Falcon  Crest”  but 
it  is  quite  interesting. 

The  story  begins  when  Assaria  LeBaron  gives  her  long 
time  friend  and  confidante  Gabe  Pollack  a dressing  down  for 
publishing  a story  in  his  newspaper  which  placed  her  in  an 
unfavorable  light.  Assaria,  seventy  four  years  old,  is  President 
and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  Baronet  Vineyards,  the  family 
business. 

Assaria  was  bom  in  Russia  and  orphaned  at  age  eight 
when  her  parents  died  of  typhus.  Her  neighbors  managed  to 
scrape  together  enough  money  to  send  the  little  girl  to 
America  where  she  will  live  with  a distant  relative,  Gabriel 
Pollack.  Gabe  was  single  and  resided  at  a boarding  house  in 
Indiana  but  he  took  full  responsibility  for  his  new  charge  and 
Assaria  quickly  adapted  to  her  new  home.  After  moving  to 
San  Francisco  Assaria  met  her  best  friend  for  life,  Joanna 
LeBaron.  Joanna  and  Assaria  became  blood  sisters  and 
promised  never  to  have  any  secrets  from  each  other,  ever! 
Assaria  eventually  married  Joanna’s  brother  Peter  and  thus  is 
introduced  to  the  wine  making  business.  Not  long  after  their 
marriage,  Peter’s  parents  died  and  Peter  and  Joanna  were 
surprised  at  the  debt  their  father  left  them.  Prohibition  had 
been  in  effect  for  several  years  and  the  stock  market  had  just 
collapsed.  It  was  Assaria,  knowing  Prohibition  wouldn’t  last 
forever,  who  convinced  Peter  and  Joanna  to  replant  the 
vineyards.  Within  a few  years  the  debts  were  paid  and  the 
business  was  thriving.  The  problem  arose  after  Peter’s  death, 
when  an  oil  company  owner  made  an  offer  to  buy  out 
Baronet.  The  family  finds  its  members  pitted  against  each 
other.  It  is  then  that  the  LeBaron  secret  is  revealed.  Well,  half 
of  the  secret  anyway — a girlhood  promise  may  keep  the  other 
half  from  ever  being  known. 

Birmingham’s  characters  have  depth  and  color.  There  is 
no  hero,  no  heroine — there  are  just  people.  Each  character’s 
individual  life  is  nicely  intertwined  with  his  family  life.  The 
reader  also  learns  some  San  Francisco  history. 

This  book  is  light,  entertaining  reading. 

DAWN  STUBING,  Hamden,  Connecticut. 
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This  could  have  been  a wonderful  book,  but  the  reader’s 
attention  is  constantly  drawn  from  the  merits  of  the  story  by 
its  flaws  in  style. 

LINDA  J.  MONTREN  is  an  Insurance  Claims  Adjuster  in 
Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

Dintenfass,  Mark 
A Loving  Place 
Morrow,  287p.,  $17.95 
ISBN;  0-699-04519-7 

I have  rarely  felt  such  ambivalence  as  when  reading  this 
novel.  I could  not  decide  whether  to  laugh  or  cry:  whether  this 
was  one  of  the  most  delightful  novels  or  one  of  the  most 
depressing.  But  one  conclusion  is  certain:  the  author  presents 
a slice  of  life  as  it  is  being  experienced  in  our  time  by  that  vast 
group  of  Jewish  Senior  Citizens  who  have  moved  from  the 
difficulties  of  urban  life  to  the  tranquil  setdng  of  sun  and 
warmth  and  self-contained  residential  communities  which  are 
synonymous  with  Florida. 

Ilie  only  intrusions  are,  first,  children  and  grandchildren 
and,  secondly,  memories.  The  former  are  a problem  but  they 
go  away  after  a while.  In  Murray’s  case,  while  his  wife  of  over 
fifty  years  is  concerned  with  feeding  the  visitors  and  worrying 
about  their  travels  by  car  in  unfamiliar  territory  and  late  at 
night,  he  notes  the  many  subtle  nuances  of  relationship 
between  son  and  daughter-in-law,  the  younger  parents  and 
their  children,  the  attitudes  developied  which  are  quite  dif- 
ferent  from  those  he  had  inherited  from  his  parents  and  had 
attempted  to  implant  in  his  offspring.  Grandchildren  also, 
except  for  certain  instances  depicted  in  the  movies,  seem  no 
longer  to  re.spect  their  elders! 

But  Murray  and  Irene  must  live  in  the  present  or  else 
they  die.  She  is  continuing  a life  on  the  telephone  but  he 
remembers  the  past  The  memories,  triggered  by  certain 
events,  form  the  bulk  of  this  novel.  Murray  used  to  have  a 
thriving  business  until  the  neighborhood  changed;  he  had  his 
place  in  the  sun  when  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  at  his  instigation, 
actually  came  to  Montgomery  Street  many  years  ago,  but 
after  that,  Brooklyn  and  its  inhabitants  were  never  the  same 
again.  A chance  meeting  brings  together  the  “old  gang”  at  a 
local  Chinese  Restaurant  in  Florida.  Memories  are  ex- 
changed,  nostalgia  is  evoked,  laughter  is  more  forced  than 
real,  the  quiet  is  disturbed.  Murray,  who  lives  with  the  guilt  of 
once  having  an  affair  with  Mary  Malone,  discovers  not  only 
that  she  has  been  dead  for  years  but  that  it  makes  little 
difference.  Irene,  whom  he  looks  at  seriously  from  time  to 
time,  and  does  not  know  whether  to  love  or  loath,  will 
continue  in  her  ways  and  so  will  he. 

A Loving  Place  is  contemporary  life;  whether  good  or 
bad  or  simply  neutral  must  be  left  to  the  reader  who  may  have 
his  own  Murray  and  Irene  living  somewhere  in  the  “sunbelt” 
or,  even  worse,  may  find  that  he  is  one  part  of  the  couple! 
Perhaps  in  my  advanced  middle  age,  I should  not  have  been 
asked  to  write  this  review;  would  an  elderly  Florida  resident 
have  seen  this  novel  with  different  eyes?  Probably  so;  all  I am 
moved  to  say,  having  read  and  felt  with  these  people:  is  that 
all?  Is  that  all  there  is?  Is  this  the  end  result  of  life?  At  the  risk 
of  incurring  the  wrath  of  all  retired  New  Yorkers  in  the  south, 

I can  not  make  my  peace  with  these  empty  people. 

ROBERT  L.  LEHMAN  lives  in  New  York  City. 

Feldman,  Ellen 
Conjugal  Rites 
Morrow,  236p.,  $15.95 
ISBN:  0-688-04739-4 

Conjugal  Rites  is  a novel  without  a plot,  without  a 
storyline.  It  is  merely  an  episodic  recounting  of  a year  in  the 
lives  of  three  sisters,  the  Brandt  women,  products  of  Bryn 
Mawr  and  members  of  the  trend-setting  young  professionals 
of  Manhattan’s  1980’s.  Emily  Brandt,  who  kept  her  maiden 


Moving  among  this  family  and  its  activities  is  a central, 
dominating,  yet  shrouded  figure,  Craig  Towle,  the  town’s 
literary  celebrity,  and  his  so-called  “bobby-soxer”  wife.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Evams,  the  blind  couple  who  never  turn  on  the  lights 
of  their  house  and  who  have  a library  of  braille  books  are 
omnipresent  figures. 

Who  these  persons  really  are  and  what  they  mean  to  one 
another  is  disclosed  in  a somewhat  opaque  fashion  to  the 
reader  through  the  narrator’s  observations,  and  with  the 
impartiality  of  a judge,  she  presents  their  light  side  and  their 
dark  side.  There  is  always  a veil  of  mystery — not  the  suspen- 
seful,  detective-story  type — but  the  ever  present  cloud  of 
unknowing  that  covers  up  human  activity  and  keeps  the 
secrets  of  parents  from  their  children,  and  those  of  the 
children  from  their  parents,  and  so  on  throughout  the  family 
and  throughout  the  neighborhood.  The  secret  of  Aunt  Leo’s 
sexuality  is  perhaps  the  darkest  of  all:  but  there  is  also  the 
secret  of  the  father’s  mistress.  Some  of  the  secrecy  has  been 
maintained  for  two  generations. 

Calisher  is  an  author  who  makes  every  word  count;  to 
skip  a sentence  is  to  put  oneself  in  jeopardy  of  missing  the 
meaning  of  a longer  passage.  The  time  element  is  important, 
and  the  narrator  presents  us  with  past,  present,  and  future,  not 
indiscriminately,  but  with  such  strategy  that  one  is  often 
baffled  but  also  intrigued.  The  entire  narrative  is  so  enchained 
together  that  to  omit  a detail  would  appear  to  weaken  a vital 
link.  Calisher  is  superb  in  describing  the  commonplace,  such 
as  “a  nailbreaker  of  a box  to  open.” 

This  is  a novel  for  the  reader  who  wants  a challenge.  It  is 
recommended  for  purchase  for  public  libraries  and  college 
fiction  collections. 

EMILY  WEIR,  C.H.S.,  is  a librarian  in  Milwaukie. 
Oregon. 

Callaghan,  Morley 
Our  Lady  of  the  Snows 
St.  Martin’s,  215p.,  $14.95 
ISBN:  0-312-59054-7 

Ilona  Tomory,  rumored  to  be  a member  of  the  Hungarian 
aristocracy,  is  living  in  Canada  and  working  as  a prostitute. 
Her  family  is  impoverished,  yet  struggling  to  maintain  the 
appearance  of  living  in  the  style  to  which  they  are  ac- 
customed.  Presumably,  Ilona  is  prostituting  herself  because 
of  the  Tomorys’  financial  situation,  yet  she  repeatedly  rejects 
prospective  clients  who  are  obviously  wealthy  (and  often  self- 
assured  to  the  point  of  arrogance)  in  favor  of  bashful,  not  very 
wealthy  middle-aged  men.  Her  background  and  her  perplex- 
ing  way  of  doing  business  create  an  aura  of  mystery  and  allure 
that  wins  for  her  the  fascination  of  men  and  the  fury  of  her  co- 
workers. 

An  enthralling  story  could  certainly  have  been  built 
upon  this  plot,  and  the  first  few  pages  sparked  my  interest  and 
enthusiasm.  Unfortunately,  my  expectations  died  as  soon  as 
the  dialogue  began.  It  was  stilted,  clumsy,  and  far  from 
believable.  In  a truly  well  written  story,  the  reader  becomes  so 
absorbed  in  the  characters  and  events  that  she  or  he  enters  into 
the  narrative  and  forgets  that  the  story  is  merely  the  product  of 
someone’s  imagination.  In  Our  Lady  of  the  Snows  it  is 
impossible  to  forget  that  the  novel  has  an  author  who  wants 
the  reader  to  think  and  feel  certain  things — one  is  painfully 
aware  of  that  fact.  The  characters  never  develop  a realistic 
quality;  they  seem  to  be  odd  conglomerations  of  lifeless 
cliches.  Consequently,  I was  unable  to  share  in  the  fascination 
surrounding  Ilona.  V^enever  a character  grappled  with  the 
central  question  of  the  book  “Who  is  Ilona  %mory?”  I found 

myself  asking  “Who  cares?”. 

Although  Our  Lady  of  the  Snows  is  rather  disappointing, 
it  cannot  be  labeled  a total  waste  of  time.  The  problem  is  not 
in  the  story  itself,  which  is  certainly  interesting,  but  in  the 
execution.  The  basic  plot,  which  explores  the  love  affair 
between  people  and  illusion,  has  a great  deal  of  potential. 


BEST  SELLERS 


D*Alpuget,  Blanche 
Winter  in  Jerusalem 

Simon  & Schuster,  New  York,  269p.,  $16.95 


The  author,  who  lives  in  Australia,  has  written  several  books  of  which 
at  least  two  are  biographies,  prior  to  this  novel  '׳Winter  in  Jerusalem".  I 
have  not  read  her  previous  work,  but  I understand  that  her  novel  "Turtle 
Beach"  is  highly  regarded. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  I can  not  respond  enthusiastically  to  her  latest 
effort.  The  convoluted  plot  concerns  a young  scriptwriter  who  lives  in  Aus  tali« 
but  has  a tentatively  serious  involvement  with  a Jewish  movie  producer  liviig 
in  Hollywood.  They  will  meet  in  Israel  to  work  together  on  a new  film  con- 
cerning  the  events  on  Massada.  In  addition,  Danielle,  the  heroine,  attempts 
rediscover  herself  as  she  tries  to  meet  her  father  whom  she  has  not  seen 
or  spoken  to  in  years.  Along  the  way,  there  are  terrorists,  philosophical 
discussions  about  Israeli  involvement  in  Lebanon,  assessments  of  the  "peace- 
now"  movement,  a refusenik  who  serves  time  in  jail  because  he  can  not  stand 
the  killing  in  the  north  and  the  effect  of  this  on  his  father!  The  characters 
spout  angry  outbursts  at  the  government  which  has  now  brought  Israelis  to  the 
point  where  "Jews  murder  Jews  for  the  first  time  since  the  founding  of  the 
State  for  political  reasons".  (p.41) 

If  this  type  of  novel  intrigues  you  more  than  it  did  me,  you  will 

also  have  to  wade  through  such  unusual  words  as  "titivating"  (p.  76)  and  these 

types  of  sentences  '׳as  if  her  mind  were  a simple  structure  like  a starfish 
needed 

limb  that  xte]e3dx  time  to  make  the  connection  between  sensation  and  grasping" 

(p.  39).  pr  "She  brings  out  in  me  the  urge,  almost  uterine,  to  exaggerate"  (p.| 
Of  course,  this  may  be  ^rmal  language  to  some  but  seems  stilted  to  me. 

I understood  better  after  I read  a letter  which  the  father  had  written  to  his 
daughter,  telling  her  why  he  could/would  not  see  her.  One  example,  "I  do  not 
pant  to  see  you  from  the  spur  of  inquisitiveness"  and  a few  lines  later  he 


2. 


allows  himself  the  comment  that  the  relationship  between  the  Jew  and  Israel 
is  linked  to  this  God  "Who,  having  scourged  them  (the  Jews)  with  His  great 
weeding  out,  the  so-called  Holocaust  in  Europe..."  (p.l06)  a sentiment  from 
an  Israeli  which  is  beyond  my  comprehension. 

The  one  positive  point  I wish  to  make  regarding  Ms.  D'Alpuget's  book 
is  her  obvious  feeling  for  Jerusalem,  for  its  sights,  its  streets  and  its 
people.  This  is  her  great  love  and  if  she  had  the  intention  of  writing 
a love  poem  to  Jerusalem,  one  can  only  regret  how  far  she  has  gone  astray. 

Robert  L.  Lehman 
New  York,  New  York 
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A Community  Memorial : 

.YOM  HASHOAH  V'HAGEVURAH  5746 
Congregation  Beth  Emeth 
MAY  5,  1986  --  27  NISAN 

PROGRAM 


Greetings:  Rabbi  Ira  J.  Schiffer 

ChcuAJvan,  Rabb-c/Ucat  A.6 6 oc-catlon  oi  Vztauxviz 

Act  of  Knesset:  Mr.  Martin  Mand 

P^uZdznt,  Jew^h  fzd^Acution  0^  VeZamAz 

CandL el Ight Ing  In  Memory  of  The  Six  Million: 

Stade/vti  0^  tkz  AZbeAX  EuuteÄn  Ac.ad1my: 

PcuveXa  WeU^beA.g,  B^'Uan  Ue^beAg,  Tammy  Goldbaum, 
Jennli^eA  P06m,  Vanny  U^dwln,  Adam  SdldoJi 

Service  of  Memorial  and  Hope: 

PaxticÄjpatÄjig  In  thz  S^AvT,c^  an.z  tkd  ^otloM-ing 
6tudznt6  n.zp^ziznTüng  thz  ^zLig-ioa^  ^ckoot6  o{^ 

Mm  Ca6tlz  County: 

AoA-on  BaLick,  Alex  BeAAy,  Edina  Buzgon,  Moac  Cohen, 
Dana  Gen.,  Vanny  Katz,  Heathen,  Kelley, 

Vebble  Ken.bel,  Hixihdile  Stein 

Jewish  Partisan  Song: 

Adas  Kodesch  Shel  Emeth  Choral  Group; 

Faith  Brown,  leaden. 


Adas  Kodesch  Shel  Emeth  Choral  Group 


An I Ma ' am I n : 


Introduction  of  Speaker:  Rabbi  Peter  H.  Grumbacher 

Congn.egation  Beth  Emeth 

"WE  HAVE  NO  ANSWERS  - ONLY  PRECEDENTS" 

Rabbi  Robert  L.  Lehman 
Hebn.m  Tabennaele  ס{^  Washington  Heights 
Mm  yon.k  City 

Counting  of  the  Omer : Cantor  Moshe  Markowitz 

Adas  Kodesch  Shel  Emeth  Congregation 


Cantor  Emil  Hager 

Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


El  Maleh  Rachamlm: 


lead  by  Cantor  Markowitz  and  Cantor  Hager 


התקרה 

כל עו ד בלב ב פנימ ה 

t ־ * ״ • Tr:  T 

נפש יהוד י הומיה , 

r ־. ־ : • ״ T 

ולפאתי מזר ח קדימ ה 

T 1*1  T . T:  • 

עין לציו ן צופיה . 
עוד ל א אבד ה תקותנו , 

r'Ti  : • T ; T 

התקוה שנו ת אלפים , 

- * :  ti - : -ו - 

להיות ע ם חפש י בארצנו , 

בארץ ^•ו ן רר^זללם • 


Hat Ikvah 


HATIKVAH 


Ko<  od  ba-lei'vav  pe  ni-ma, 
ne  fosh  Ye  hu  di  ho  mi  ya. 

U le-fa-a  tei  miz-rach  ka-di-ma, 
a-yin  le  tsi  yon  tso  fi  ya. 

Od  10  a ve  da  tik-va׳tei-nu, 
ha  tik'va  she  not  al  pa  yim, 
ll  he  yot  am  chof  shi  be  a/  tsei-nu, 
be  e rets  tsi  yon  vi  ru  sha  la  yim. 


So  long  as  still  within  the  inmost  hean  a Jewish  spirit  sings,  so  long  as  the 
eye  looks  eastward,  gazing  toward  Zion,  our  hope  is  not  lost  — that  hope  of 
two  millenia,  to  be  a free  people  in  our  land,  the  land  of  Zion  and  Jerusalem. 


y€/H  HASHOAH 

v’tiAeviJCAn 


27  NI/AN 


Co-sponsored  by  the  Rabbinical  Association  of  Delaware,  and 
the  Holocaust  Task  Force,  Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council  of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Delaware 
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A Community  Memorial 

rCM  HASHCAti 

v’tiAevucAn 

27  ISI7AIS 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Rabbinical  Association  of  Delaware,  and 
the  Holocaust  Task  Force,  Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council  of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Delaware 


JEWISH  PARTISAN  SONG 


RESPONSIVE  READING  - From  Silverman  Haggadah 


Let  us  now  pause  to  recaU  the  bitter  catastrophe  which  so  recently  has  befaUen  our 
people  in  Europe.  When  in  the  past  our  brothers  were  massacred  in  ruthless 
pogroms,  the  poet  Bialik,  in  his  “City  of  Slaughter”,  cried  out  against  this  bloody 
savagery. 

Today  we  mourn,  not  for  one  "city  of  slaughter"  but  for  many 
such  cities  where  six  million  of  our  people  have  been  brutally 
destroyed. 


llie  cruelties  of  Pharoah,  Haman,  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  Titus,  cannot  be  compared  to 
the  diabolical  devices  fashioned  by  modem  tyrants  in  thei!^  design  to  exterminate  a 
whole  people. 

s 

No  generation  has  known  a catastrophe  so  vast  and  tragicl 

׳Hie  blood  of  the  innocent,  who  perished  in  the  gas-chambers  of  Auschwitz,  Bergen- 
Belsen,  Buchenwald,  Dachau,  Miydanek,  Treblinka,  and  Theresienstadt  cries  out  to 
God  and  to  man. 

How  can  we  ever  forget  the  burning  of  synagogues  and  houses  of 
study,  the  destruction  of  the  holy  books  and  scrolls  of  the  Torah, 
the  sadistic  torment  and  murder  of  our  scholars,  sages,  and  teachers. 

They  tortured  the  flesh  of  our  brothers,  but  they  could  not  crush  their  spirit,  their 
faith,  nor  their  love  of  Torah. 

The  parchment  of  the  Torah  was  burnt,  but  the  letters  were  indestructible. 

In  the  Warsaw  Ghetto,  Jews  valianUy  defied  the  overwhelming  forces  of  the  inhuman 
tyrant.  These  martyrs  lifted  up  their  voices  in  a hynm  reafirming  their  faith. 


זאג ני ט קיינסא ל א ז ד ו גייס ט דע ם לעצט ן וועג , 
ווען הימלע ן בלי.יענ ע פארשטעל ן בלוי ע טעג . 
ודיל קומע ן ווע ט נא ך אונדזע ר אויpגעבענקט ע שעה , 
ס׳וועט א פוי ק טא ן אונדזע ר טראט : סי ר ז;ינע ן דא ! 

ZOG  NIT  KEYNMOL  AZ  DU  GEYST  DEM  LETSTN  VEG, 

VEN  HIMLEN  BLAYENE  FARSHTEIN  BLOYE  TAG, 

VAYL  KUMEN  VET  NOCH  UNDZER  OYSGABENKTE  SHO 
S'VET  A POYK  TON  UNDER  TROT;  MIR  ZENEN  DO!  (2) 

You  must  not  say  that  you  now  walk  the  final  way. 

Because  the  darkened  heavens  hide  the  blue  of  day. 

The  time  we’ve  longed  for  will  at  last  draw  near, 

And  our  steps,  as  drums,  will  sound  that  we  are  here. 

פון גרינע ם פאלמען־לאנ ד בי ז ווי.יס ן לאנ ד פו ן שניי , 
סיר דינע ן דא , מי ט אונדזע ר פיין , סי ט אונדזע ר וויי . 
און וו ו געפאל ן ס׳אי ז א שפרי ץ פו ן אונדזע ר בלוט , 
וועט א שפרא ץ טא ן אונדזע ר גבורה , אונדזע ר סוט . 

FUN  GRINEN  PALMEN  LAND  BIZ  VAYSN  LAND  FUN  SHNEY. 

MIR  ZEINEN  DA  MIT  UNDZER  PAYN,  MIT  UNDZER  VEY. 

UN  VU  GELFALN  IZ  A SHPRITZ  FUN  UNDZER  BLUT 
VET  A SHPROZT  TAN  UNZER  G'VURE  UNZER  MUT  (2) 

From  land  all  green  with  palms  to  lands  all  white  with  snow 
We  now  arrive  with  all  our  pain  and  all  our  woe. 

Where  our  blood  sprayed  out  and  came  to  touch  the  land. 

There  our  courage  and  our  faith  will  rise  and  stand. 
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Whole  Congre^ition 


I BELIEVE 


THE  614TH  MITZVAH 

By  Emil  Fackenheim 

Tn  OUT  present  predicament,  in  a post־Holocaust  era,  there  emerges  a 614  commandment: 
the  authentic  Jew  of  toäay  is  forbidden  to  hand  Hitler  yet  another,  posthumous  victory. 

I think  the  authentic  Jew  of  today  is  beginning  to  hear  the  614th  commandment. 


And  he  hears  it  whether,  as  agnostic,  he  hears  no  more,  or  whether,  as 
believer,  he  hears  the  voice  of  the  metzaveh  {the  Commander)  in  the 
mitzvah. 

Moreover,  it  may  well  be  the  case  that  the  authentic  Jewish  agnostic  and  the  authentic 
Jewish  believer  are  closer  today  than  at  any  previous  time. 

The  implications  of  ever  so  slender  a band  are  momentous. 

If  the  614  commandment  is  binding  upon  the  authentic  Jew,  then  we  are, 
first,  commanded  to  survive  as  Jews,  lest  the  Jewish  people  perish. 

We  are  commanded,  second,  to  remember  in  our  very  guts  and  bones  the 
martyrs  of  the  Holocaust,  lest  their  memory  perish. 

We  are  forbidden,  thirdly,  to  deny  or  despair  of  G-d,  however  much  we  may 
have  to  contend  with  Him  or  with  belief  in  Him,  lest  Judaism  perish. 


We  are  forbidden,  finally,  to  despair  of  the  world  as  a place  which  is  to 
become  the  Kingdom  of  G-d,  lest  we  help  make  it  a meaningless  place 
in  which  G-d  is  dead,  or  irrelevant,  and  everything  is  permitted. 

To  abandon  any  of  these  imperatives,  in  response  to  Hitler’s  victory  at 
Auschwitz,  would  be  to  hand  him  yet  another,  posthumous  victory. 


I believe  in  the  sun  even  when  it  is  not  shining. 

I believe  in  love  even  when  feeling  it  not. 

I believe  in  God  even  when  He  is  silent. 

(Inscription  on  the  walls  of  a cellar  in  Cologne,  Germany  where  Jews  hid  from  Nazis.) 


ANI  MA  AMIN 


All  Sing 


אני מאמי ן באמונ ה שלמ ה בביא ת הסשיח . וא ף ע ל פ י 
שיתמהמה, ע ם בלה ה אנ י מאמין , ע ם בלה ה אחבה־ל ו 
בכל־י1ם שיבוא . 


ANI  MA-AMIN  B'EH-EHMUNAH  SH'LAIMAH  B'VI-AT  HA-MOSHI-ACH 
V AF  ALPI  SHEYIT-MA-MAI-HAH 
IM  KAL  ZEH  ANI  MA-AMIN,  IM  KAL  ZEH  A-CHA-KEH 
LO  B'CHOL  YOM  SHEYAVO. 


I believe  with  perfect  faith  in  the  Messiah’s  coming. 
And  even  if  he  be  delayed,  I wUl  await  him. 

שמע וברכותי ה 


ברכו את־י י המברך ! 

It  :-TI  IT 


ברוך ; ; המבר ך לעול ם ועד ! 


All  rise 


Praise  the  Lord,  to  whom  our  praise  is  due! 


Praised  be  the  Lord,  to  whom  our  praise  is  due,  now  and  for  ever! 
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ברוך אתה , י י אליהינו , ג׳ל ר 

י י - VI  T:  T •• • ׳  I V .V 

העולם, אש ר ברבר 1 מערי ב 

• - f : • V •:  T T 

ערבים. בחכמ ה פות ח שערים , 

~\ י : T : T " י ־ T t • 

ובתבונה משנ ה עתים , ומחלי ף 
את־הןמנים, ומסד ר את ־ 
הכוכבים במשמר1תיה ם ברקי ע 

•!•TT  r“  •T 

כרצונו. בור א יו ם ולילה , גול ל 

~ T 1 IT  T • • 

אור מפנ י חש ך וחש ך מפנ י 

* : - V I י I V I I • ו - 

אור, ומעבי ר יו ם ומבי א לילה , 

-ד-• - • Tirr ״ 

ומבדיל בי ן יו ם ובי ן לילה , י י 

•:־ •״ '  TI 

צבאות שמו . א ל ח י והים , 

tI-I  - ~ : T ; 

תמיד ןמלו ך עלינו , לעול ם 
ועד. ברו ך אתך , המערי ב 
ערבים. 

• T I 

אהבת עול ם בי ת ןשרא ל עמ ך 
אהבת: תור ה ומצות , דוקי ם 
ומשפטים אותנ ו למדת . 

ן’ ^ ' ״  IT • ־ 1 T I 

על־כן, ; ן אלהינו , בשכבנ ו 

י ^ יז י •־ • : I T - ן 

ובקומנו נשי ח בחקיך , ונשמ ח 
בךברי תורת ך ובמצותי ך 
לעולם ועד . 

: ^ ד V T 

כי ה ם חיינ ו ואר ך ימינו , ובה ם 

” • r I I r י י •• V T I 

נהנה י1מ ם ול;לה . ואהבת ך 
אל־תסיר ממנ ו לע1למים ! 
ברוך אתה , יי , א1ה ב עמ 1 

י י • T I T ' ״ - 

6 ישראל . 

..  t • • 


Blessed  is  Ihe  Lord  our  Hud,  Ruler 
of  the  universe,  by  whose  law  the 
shadows  of  evening  fall  and  the 
gates  of  mom  are  opened.  In 
wisdom  You  have  e.st.at)iished  the 
changes  of  times  and  .seasons  and 
ordered  the  ways  of  the  stars  in 
their  heavenly  courses.  Creator 
of  heaven  and  earth,  O ever-living 
God,  rule  over  us  for  ever. 

Blessed  is  the  Lord,  for  the  day 
and  its  work  and  for  the  ni^t 
and  its  rest. 


We  now  proclaim  the  supreme  tmth 
of  our  faith.  In  every  crisis  of  our 
life,  in  the  very  presence  of  death, 
we  Jews  have  affirmed  our  faith  in 
the  One  and  Only  God.  Ihis  was 
our  armor  against  the  fury  and 
suffering  of  the  centuries,  and  by 
thia  have  we  risen  to  a sublime 
ministry  of  service.  So  do  we  take 
up  the  ancient  witness  of  our  an- 
cestors  which  binds  generation  to 
generation  in  everlasting  covenant: 


שמע ישראל : י י אלהינו , י י אחד ! 

! ^ • ; VI  T : *•  T ״• ן ! T V T 


Hear,  0 Israel:  the  Lord  is  our  God,  the  Lord  is  One! 


ברוך ש ם כבו ד מלכות ו לעול ם ועד ׳ 


Blessed  is  His  ^orious  kingdom  for  ever  and  ever! 


ואהבת א ת " אלהי ך בכל־לבב ך ובכלעפש ך ובכל ־ 

מאדך. והי ו הךבךי ם האלה , אש ר אנכ י מצו ך היום , על ־ 

לבבך. ושננת ם לבניך , וךבך ת ב ם בשבת ך בביתך , 

ובלכתך בדירך , ובשכב ך ובקומך . 

% 

וקשרתם לאו ת על־ידך , והי ו לטטפ ת בי ן עיניך , וכתבת ם 

!*•ITT  • I TI י  T t TI -י - מ1 ׳ !• TI 

על־מזזות ביתך , ובשעריך . 

• I \ - מ I ״ : IV  T י 

למען תזכר ו ועשית ם את־כל־מצותי , והיית ם קדשי ם 

• •1  v•!•  t:•  t t r•-;•  11•  i-i-i 

לאלהיכם. אנ י י י אלהיכם , אש ר הוצאת י אתכ ם מאר ץ 

•• • • v ד - • T V - vt  T I ״• I r •V  **  T ; T •I 

מצרים להיו ת לכ ם לאלהים . אנ י י י אלהיכם . 


T T : • 


VI  TI  • t 
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True  and  certain  it  is  that  there  is  one  God, 

And  there  is  none  like  unto  Him. 

It  is  He  who  redeemed  us  from  the  might  of  tyrants. 

And  executed  judgment  upon  all  our  oppressors. 

Great  are  the  things  that  God  hath  done; 

His  wonders  are  without  number. 

He  causes  us  to  triumph  over  our  enemies, 

And  raises  up  our  glory  above  our  foes. 

^ Wondrously  He  visited  judgment  upon  Pharoah, 

j Performing  signs  and  wonders  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 

He  brought  forth  the  children  of  Israel  from  bondage. 

And  delivered  them  from  slavery  unto  freedom. 

In  every  age  the  Lord  hath  been  our  hope; 

He  rescued  us  from  enemies  who  sought  to  destroy  us. 

May  He  continue  His  protecting  care  over  Israel, 

And  guard  all  His  children  from  disaster. 

When  the  children  of  Israel  beheld  the  might  of  the  Lord, 

They  gave  thanks  unto  Him  and  praised  His  name. 

They  accepted  His  Sovereignty  willingly. 

And  sang  a song  unto  Him. 

Moses  and  the  Children  of  Israel  exultingly  proclaimed: 

ומלכותו ברצו ן קבל ו עליהם . 
משה ובנ י!שרא ל ל ף ^נ ו עיר ה 
בשמחה רבה , ואמר ו כלם : 

I•:« ־ T\  :T1'  T 

מי־כמכה באלם ,» ? j 

מי ככ(כה , «ך ר בקךע , 
נורא תהלת , פלא ? 

• ג • • מ r 
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מלכותך ךא ו בניף , בוק ע ,י ם 
לפני■ משה : "ז ה אלי! " ענ ו 


ואמרו: 

: T I 


"יי ימל ך לעל ם ועד! " 

t !•TI ^ ד  TT 

ונאמר: "כי־פד ה י י את־יעקב , 
ונאלו מי ד חז ק ממנו. " 
ברוך ארזה , יי , גא ל ישראל , 

Tי”1 -Tl•“TTlT 

חצי קדי ש  READER’S  KADD1SH 

לתןדל יתקד ש שמ ה ר^ א בעלמ א די־?:ך א כךעותה , 
ולטליר מלכות ה בח.ייכ1ן ׳ וביומי10 ן ובךו! י ךכל־בי ת 
לע1ךאל, בעגל א ובזמ ן קרייב . ואמרז : אמן . 

להא עמ ה ךב א מבך ך לעל ם ולעלמ י עלם:א - 

לתברך ולעתבח ׳ ילספא י ולתר1ס ם ולתנש» " ולסהך ר 
ולתעלה ולתהל ל עס ה דקוך?זא ׳ ברי ך הוא , ל^ א מ ן 
כל־בךכתא ועיךתא , תע^חת א ונרזמת א דאמיך ן בעלמא , 
ואמרו: אמן . 

AU  rise 

תפלה 

אבות 

BE  PRAISED 

ברוך אתה , ן : אלהינ ו ואלה י אבותינו , אלה י אברהם , 
אלהי :צדזק , ואלה י :עקב : הא ל הגדול , הגבו ר והנ^א , 
אל עליון , קונ ה שס: ם וארץ . 

Be  praised,  O Lord,  God  of  all  generations,  of  Abraham,  of 
Inac  and  Jacob;  our  God.  Your  wonderous  creative  power 
9 Win  heaven  and  earth. 


BE  PRAISED 


god  of  eternal  might 


גבורות 


אתה גבו ר לעולם ! סוס ך נופלי ם ורופ א ח1לי ם ומתי ר 

אסוךים, ומק! ם אמונת ו לי^נ י עפר . ברו ך אתה , יי , מחי ה 
ההל. ' 


God  of  eternal  throng  us  send  help  to  the  falling,  healing 

to  the  sick,  freedom  to  the  captive.  Ck)nfinn  your  faithfulness  to 
those  who  sleep  in  the  dust.  We  praise  You,  the  Source  of  life. 


BE  HOLY 


קדושת הש ם 

אתה רןדוי » ו<?ומ ך.קרו<15 , וכןדועי ם בכל־יו ם ;הללו ך סלה . 
ברוך אתה , ;.י , הא ל ה?ןדוע . 


You  <«,  holy.  Your  Mme  i>  holy,  and  those  who  strive  to  te  hol^ 
dechne  Yoni  day  by  day.  Ble««d  is  the  Lord,  the  hWy  God. 


GIVE  US  INSIGHT 


הביעו 


^בענו, : : אלהינו , לדע ת דךכיך : ומו ל א ת לבבנ ו 
ללראתך. ותסל ח לנ ו להיו ת גאולים : ורחרןנ ו ממכאוב . 
וךשננו בנאו ת ארצך , ונפוצותינ ו מארב ע בנפו ת האר ץ 
תקבץ. והתועי ם ¥ ל רעת ך ישפטו : וע ל הרשעי ם ועי ף 
ןדך. דשמח ו צךיקי ם במ ץ עירך . ובצמיח ת קר ן ישועתך . 
טךם נקר א את ה תענה . ברו ך אתה , שומ ע תפלה . 

’ י • ~ ו “ t • « 
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Give  us  insight.  Lord  our  God,  to  understand  Your  ways,  and  con• 
secrate  our  hearts  to  revere  You. 

From  our  sins  redeem  us  with  forgiveness;  from  pain  and  sorrow 
keep  us  &r. 

Bestow  upon  us  Your  earth’s  abundance,  and  gather  our  eicfles 
fkom  earth’s  four  comers. 

To  those  who  stray,  bring  correction;  upon  the  lawless,  place  your 
hand. 

Let  the  righteous  rejoice  in  the  building  of  Your  city  and  the 
flowering  of  Your  redemption. 

Blessed  is  the  Lord,  who  hearkens  to  prayer. 

answer  us 


עננו 

עננו, ן.י , עננ ו ביו ם ןכרו ן ןנוננו . 
כי פעמי ם רבו ת בא ה צר ה עלינו . 
אל־תפן אל־רשענו , ןאל־תסת ר פני ך ממנו . 
ואל־תתעלם מתחנתנו . 

י • T * I •י ן 


Answer  us,  O Lord,  answer  us  as  we  remember  our  affliction. 

The  grievous  trouWe  thaC  so  often  overtook  us. 

Consider  not  our  wrongdoings;  turn  not  away  from  us; 

Be  mindful  of  our  plea,  and  heed  our  supplication.  ^ 
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היה נ א קרו ב לשועתנו , ןה י נ א חסך ך לנחמנו , 
טרם נקך א אלי ף עננו , בךב ר שנאמר : 
'וה;ה טר ם יקראו , ואנ י אענה , 
ע1ד ה ם מךברים , ואנ י אשמע. " 


Your  love  is  our  comfort;  answer  before  we  call. 
Ttiitt  is  the  promise  spoken  by  Your  prophet: 

“I  «ball  answer  before  they  have  spoken; 

I shall  heed  their  call  before  it  is  uttered.” 


כי אתה , ” , העונ ה בע ת צךה , 
פ1ךה ומצי ל בכל־ע ת צק ה וצוקה . 
ברוך אתה , ן; , העונ ה בע ת צרה . 


You,  ס Lord,  answer  us  in  time  of  trouble; 
You  rescue  and  redeem  in  time  of  distress. 
Blessed  is  the  Lord,  ^o  answers  the  afflicted. 


מנחם ציו ן 

נחם, אלהינו , את־אבל י צי1ן , ואת־אבל י;רושל!ם , ואת ־ 
העיר האבלה , והחרבה , והבזר ה והש1ממה : 


COMFORTER  OF  ZION 
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Lord  our  God,  You  are  the  comforter  of  Zion’s  mourners, 
the  mourners  of  Jerusalem.  How  long  has  the  city  mourned, 
deq3ised  and  crushed,  desolate. 


I 


האבלה מבל י מיה , והחרב ה מטע1נ1תיה , והמר ה 
מכב1דה, והש1ממ ה מאי ן י1שב . 

- 1--  y m -1'  T :* 


How  long  were  her  children  exiled,  her  homes  ruined,  her 
^ory  mocked,  her  people  gone. 


והיא יושל ת וראש ה חפוי , פאש ה עקך ה של א ילדה . 
רבלעוה לגי1נות , ויירשו ה עובר י פסילים . 


There  she  sat  with  head  bowed  like  a woman  bereft.  Legions 
overran  her,  strangers  dispossessed  her. 


הטילו את־עכז ך :שרא ל לחרב , רהרנ ו בזדו ן חסיד י עליון . 


They  put  Your  people  Israel  to  the  sword;  the  arrogant 
slau^tered  Your  faithful  ones. 


על־כן ציו ן במ ר תבכה , וירושלי ם תת ן קולה . 
לבי לב י ע ל חלליהם , מע י מע י ע ל חלליהם . 


Therefore  did  Zion  weep  bitterly,  therefore  Jerusalem  cried 
aloud.  My  heart,  my  heart  goes  out  to  the  slain!  My  bowels 
are  knotted  for  the  slain! 


13 


כי אתה , ” , בא ש הצתה , ובא ש את ה עתי ד לבנותה , 
כאמור: ואנ י אה^ה־לה , נאם־;,י ׳ חומ ת א ש סביב , ולכבו ד 

. . T “ ־ T I • T 


אהיה בת1כה . 


Lord,  You  saw  her  consumed  with  fire,  and  with  fire  do  You 
see  her  rebuilt.  As  it  is  said:  As  for  Me,  says  the  Lord,  I will 
be  a fiery  wall  about  her,  and  a ^ory  in  her  midst. 


ברוך אתה , יי , מנח ם צי1 ן ובונ ה ירושלים . 

TI T!־• • • י » rr  T • 


Kessed  is  the  Lord,  Comforter  of  Zion  and  Rebuilder  of 
Jerusalem. 


עבודה 


רצה, ן י אלהינו , בעמ ך לשיראל , ותפלת ם באהב ה תקבל , 
ותהי לרצו ן תמי ד עב1ך ת:שרא ל עמך . 

ברוך אתה , ן; , שאות ך לבך ך בןרא ה נעבוד . 


WORSHIP 


הודאה 


Be  gracious,  O Lord  our  God,  to  Your  people  Israel,  and  receive 
our  prayers  with  love.  O may  our  worship  always  be  acceptable  to  You. 
Blessed  is  the  Lord,  whom  alone  we  serve  with  reference. 

Eternal  God,  may  Your  love  rest  on  Zion.  Grant  that  the  promise  of 
her  beginning  may  grow  into  a redemption  for  aU  Israel  and  all  the  world. 
Blessed  is  the  Lord,  vehose  presence  gives  life  to  His  people  Israel. 

THANKSGIVING 


מךדים ^נחנ ו לך , שאת ה הו א : : אלהינ ו ואלה י אבותינו , 
אלהי כל־בשר . יוצרנ ו י1צ ר בראשית . 
ברכות והוךאו ת לשמ ך הגדו ל והקדו ש על־שהחייתנ ו 

י ■ י ־ r,  • VI  V V 


וקימתנו. 
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עלינו לשב ח לאד1 ן הב ל לת ת גךל ה לי1צ ר 
בראשית של א עשנ ו כנר י הארצו ת ול א שמנ ו כמשפחו ת 
האדמה של א ש ם חל^קנ ו כח ם וגךלנ ו ככ ל המונם : 

ואנחנו כוךעי ם ומשתחוי ם ומודי ם 
לבני מל ך מלכ י המלכי ם הקדו ש ברו ך הוא . 
שהוא נוט ה שמל ם ויוס ד אך ץ ומוש ב יקר ו בשמו ם ממע ל 
ושכינת עז ו בגבה י מרומים : הו א אלהינ ו אי ן עוד . אמ ת 
מלכנו אפ ס זולת ו ככתו ב בתורת ו וןךע ת היו ם והשב ת 
אל לבב ך כ י; י הו א האלהי ם בשמן ם ממע ל ועל־האר ץ 
מתחת-אין עוד : 


All  are  seated 

May  the  time  not  be  distant,  O God,  when  Your  name  shall  be 
worshipped  in  all  the  earth,  when  unbelief  shall  disappear  and 
error  be  no  more.  Fervently  we  pray  that  the  day  may  come 
when  all  shall  turn  to  You  in  love,  when  corruption  and  evil 
shall  give  way  to  integrity  and  goodness,  when  superstition 
diall  no  longer  enslave  the  mind,  nor  idolatry  blind  the  eye, 
when  all  who  dwell  on  earth  shall  know  that  You  alone  are 
God.  O may  all,  created  in  Your  image,  become  one  in  spirit 
>nd  one  in  friendship,  for  ever  united  in  Your  service.  Then 
shall  Your  kingdom  be  established  on  earth,  and  the  word  of 
Your  prophet  fulfilled:  “The  Lord  will  reign  for  ever  and  ever.” 


והךז ן ; למל ך על־כל־האר ץ ביו ם ההו א ודז: ה 
הן}מו אחד : 

• T ▼ • 


ונאמר 

- V»  V : 

יי אח ד 

T T T: 


15 


תפלת ערבי ת 

,\fourners'  KaJdiih 

יתגדל ויתקד ש שמ ה רבא . בעלמ א ד י בר א 

• I ־ * : ■ : - י • : - T I • T : T ; T 

ברעותה. ו:מלי ך מלכות ה בח^יכו ן וביומיכו ן ו1;ח:: י 
ךכל בי ת :שרא ל בענל א ובזמ ן קריב . ואמר ו אמן : 


C on  CT  C tat  ion  and  Mournerx 


יהא שמ ה רב א מבר ך לעל ם ולעלמ י עלמיא : 

“Itl  •TI  !•TI  T“  I I 


^fourners 

לתברך ןלשתב ח ולתפא ר רתרמ ם רתנש א רתהך ר 
ויתעלה ולתהל ל ;ןזמד ז דRךשא . בדי ך הוא . לע^י א 
(ילעלא) מ ן כ ל בךכת א ו<?ןיךת א תשבחת א ונחסת א 

•־־יי י ▼  TTVITI  TTII't  TT  I TTI 

ךאסירן בעלמא . ואםר 1 אסן : 

;לוא שלמ א לב א מ ן שמי א וחיי □ עלינ ו וע ל כל - 

• .T TT ״יI  T•f• • ן • ^ 

לשראל. ואמר ו אמן : 

עשה שלו ם במרומי ו הו א לעש ה ^ל1 ם עלינ ו וע ל 
^לץז;1ךאל. [אמר ו אמן : 

Moi’KNEKb'  KaDUISU 

Yis-ga-dal  v’yis-ka-dash  sh ’may  ra-bo. 

B’ol-mo  dec-v'ro  bir  u*say.  v'yam-lecb  mal-bu־say, 

B’ba־yay־bön  uv-yö-may-bön.  uv  b-i-vay  d'bol  bays  yis-ro-ayl, 

Ba-a־go-lo  u־viz'man  ko־reev,  v'im-ru  o-mayn. 

Y'hay  sh’may  ra-bo  m’vo-rab.  i’o-lam  ul-ol-may  ol-ma-yo. 

Yis-bo-rab  v'yish-ta־bab.  v’yis-po  ar  v'yis-rö-mam, 

V’yis-na־say  v’>  is-ha-dar,  v’yis-a-leh,  v’yis-ha־lal 
sh’niay  d'kud-sho  b’rib  hu; 

L’ay10־  (ul-ay-lo)  min  kol  bir-bo-so  v’shee-ro80־, 

Tush  b’bo  st»  v’ne-bvh-mo-so,  da-a-mee-ron  b'ol-mo, 

V’im-ru  o-ma\  n. 

Y’hay  sh’lo-m«»  r 1 min  sh’ma-yo, 

V’ba-yccm  o la>  iiu  n’.iI  kol  yis-ro-ayl  v’im-ru  o-mayn. 

Ö-sc  sho-löm  bim-rö  TK'v  hu  ya-a-sc  sho-löm, 

O-lay-iiu  v’al  kul  \ is-ro-ayl  y’im-ru  o-mayn. 
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COUNTING  THE  OMER 


ברוך את ה י : אלהינ ו סל ך העולם . אש ר קךשנ י 
קמצותיו וצינ ו ע ל ספיר ת העמ.ר : 

היום צמי ם עיצ ר יו ם שיי ם שבו ע אר ד ויזסש ה ;סי ב 
לעס י־ : 


K0I  0<1  bjkiv•▼  pnima 
Nefeih  ythudi  homii 
Ulfiatei  mizrach  kadima 
Ayin  Ictzion  tzofia.  — 

Od  la  avda  likvatcinu, 

Hatikva  thnot  alpayim, 

L’hiyot  am  chofstii  bcartzcmu, 
Erett  Tzion  Yeroshalayim. 


So  long  as  still  within  the  Inmost  heart  a Jewish  spirit  sings,  so  long  as  the 
eye  looks  eastward,  gazing  toward  Zion,  our  hope  Is  not  lost  - that  hope 
of  two  millennia,  to  be  a free  people  In  our  land,  the  land  of  Zion  and 
Jerusalem. 


; ן ל יו ד 

J מיד י הו?; ה 

| ול9ןזתי9זדח.קדי9 ה 

I י ץ לויו ן 1ומ: ה 

יוד ל א זילך ה יוקןוונו . 

ליחקןד. ^נו ח 

להיות « ם ?ארונז . 

׳  rW «יו ן;דוגלים . 


. צןיי' ! 

^י<ו4 ^ ^nI  Im > 

tc  ^ Ujl-^  )'  I ^^יי' / 

^1| X'>4>^  ÄA^i  ikי/ 7 

i* ^ ג ^ i ^י ה 

^1  \V,'j  t^^^cJ?  ^ 

^r(u ^ ןל^* ^ . 'ViA 

V^^'oujU wO ׳ 
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INTRODUCT . 

A General 

1  those  of  11  who  attend  on  Sat  AMs  ^ ^ 

movd  to  stand  in  awe  before  the  text*^^4j^l^MFfeö(4sr  how 
pertinent  the  message  of  the  past  to  the  present 
^ often,  the  most  obscure  passage  lends  insight  into 
events  which  occur  just  yestrday;  a phrase  recalls  a 
remark  made  by  a politici*an“ in  todays  newspaper 
3 or  u rd  a passte  yr  aftr  year  & sud  enly  something 
is  noted  whicH^ever  visible  before,  altho  always 
in  view,  just  before  yr  eyes  wait!  ng  to  be  seen. 

1 mention  all  this  bee  relevant  to  an  appreciation  of 
holiday  themes  assoc  with  this  occasion 

we  ob^erVe  Pes^h,  an  event  which  happened  more 
than  3 th  yrs  ago׳׳Ä  the  message  and  concept  are  as 

applicable  today  as  these  were  then 

3 only  the  names  have  changed,  not  even  the  countries 
and  certainly  not  the  b^sic  ingredients  of  the  story 

4 we  are  referring,  in  general  terms,  to  the  idea  of  a. 
return  to  the  land  of  our  heritage,  to  the  freedom 
associated  with  each  individual,  and  to  the  unity  of 
the  people  as  f^tey  experience  a historic!  event 

BODY  /x  ny / 

A LAW  OF  RETURN ־ י  , Tu 

1 what  is  this  story  of  Pesach  all  about?  he  exodus 

of  our  people  as  they  begin  the  journey  b^^ck  to  the 

land  promised  them  by  Gd  ״ ^ . 

2 let  my  people  go  that  they  «ay  serve  ^e,  and  in  the 

land  that  ha4.  been  chosen  & promised  to  Abe,  Is  & Jc 

3 it  is  a relatively  simple  concept  and  one  with  which 
few  would  argue  except  for  the  fact  th^  in  our  time 
people  are  still  attempting  to  return, -^hat  the 
Hourney  begun“  so  long  ago,  not  y.et  co  ipleted 

4 am  referring  to  the  outrageous  behavior  on  the  part 
of  the  ortho  element  in  Israel  which  has  been  trying 
fr  some  time  to  change  the  Law  of  Return,  which  -nirrl 
permit  a Jew  to  e1>ter  Israel  and  become  a citizen 

5 problem  has  arisen'^that  today  ortho  question  the  do- 
finition  of  ”who  is  a J§w״ , have  placed  the  g'vt  coa- 
lition  in  jea^rdy  onH^  account  ^nd  have  caused  di 
vision  among  the  people  of  Israel  there  and  hereby 

6 when  it  became  evident  that  the  ortho  rabb  could  nt 

chani  o or  amend  or  abrogate  the  Law  of  Return,  they 
sought  various  means  to  circyinvent  it,  by  legal  ma- 
neauvers  and  quostifl  nable  ^ antics  because 
nt  force  their  will  ^ +יי  sraeli  citizen- 

ship  onlyg-tbOse  of  our  ־oreliei־.־״״ts  who  fit  t_^r 

ljL0 


7 the  mattr  taJcee  on  strange  connotations  indeed  whe 
u imagine  ths  ^aw  in  rftltion  to  the  exodns  frm  Egp 
How  many  of  our  people  then  wld  have  fit  the  defi 
of  Jud  and  how  many  wld  have  been  allowed  to  enter 

8 the  Law  of  Heturn  to  Israel,  the  problem  of  enti’y 

is  as  pertinent  now  as  it  was  relev  then, 

B FllKEDUM 

1 but  what  was  it  that  was  achieved  at  the  time  of  ex^ 
no  less  than  freedom,  for  the  people  as  a whole  and 
for  the  indiv  associated  with  them 

2 and  how  often  over  the  years  have  we  said:  as  long 
as  one  man  is  enslaved,  ,^1  men  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  taskmaster;  we  can  nt  be  free  until  all  r freeJ 

3 Eind  have  we  nt  felt  the  thrill  of  freedom  at  the  mo- 
ment  when  Anatoly  Sharantsky  left  Huggia  and  arrivd 
in  Israel? 

4 could  we  nt  help  but  be  thrilled  and  excited  that  th 
bb-ttle  on  the  part  of  his  wife  and  the  inte  nat! 
com■,  un.it y had  finally  paid  dividends?  Ihat  a man, 
acknowledged  aS  a frecdra-fightr  finally  gained  vict? 

4 point  is  that  Sharantsky  nt  simply  a refusenik  who 
wanted  to  emigrate  ^^nd  ®ent  his  wife  ahead  of  him; 
he  was  the  type  of  individual  who  wld  nt  be  silencd 

5 am  sixre  that  he  was  counselled  by  all  types  oT""^7ell 
meaning  i7\div:  be  careful,  weigh  yr  words,  dont  upst 
the  regime,  make  yrself  inconspicuous,  dont  be  so 
loud  in  yr  protest/  but  he  wld  nt  listen  to  these  voi 
ces  of  dm  and  despair 

6 justjthe  opposite:  Sharansky  became  the  voice  of  fre^ 
dom,  he  spoke  to  fctoe  felJow  prisoners  in  jail,  he 
convinced  the  anti-SQ<i1cLte  of  the  justice  of  the  J 
cause,  he  overcame  by  phys  will  and  mental  strength 
the  torture  of  body  and  mind  and  spirit 

7 and  while  his  nfltme  is  neither  Mos  nor  Aam  we  Icnow, 

that  as  his  coiuit erpap^t s th  af  yrs  ago  x±d  so  too 

stood  before  a  ו< ז ! ! dmnn.  Ph  and  said:  Let  My  PeoT^^Je  Go, 

8 you  thinlc  the  exodus  story  is  ancient  history?  I 
tell  u that  it  happened  just  the  other  djcy, 

UNITY 

1 bt  with  all  this,  wo  have  nt  yet  touched  on  central 
phrase  of  Hag,  the  story  of  our  exodus:  that  observ 
places  ^ at  side  of  our  ancestors  as  if  we,  person- 
ally  and  collectively,  had  gone  frth  f rm^gypt , 

2 in  othr  words,  nt  just  those  of  yesteryr  but  we  too 
are  part  of  the  experience;  it  is  incumbent  upon  us, 
frm  earliest  yth  on,  to  know  diff  between  wicked  son 
who  excludes  himself,  and  wise  son  who  knows  his  de- 
stiny  is  tied  to  that  of  all  of  the  J faith. 
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3 bt  ifV^hat  is  the  case  then  <fe-^ow , so  are  the  causa« 
whictiTj^L^f ect  our  being  as  one,  as  a people,  as  a ft t 

4 fr  ex,  dont  u think  that  cause  of  war/p.  pertinen 
to  each  of  us?  Anc  Israel  had  to  figtit  i»  way  to 
Prom  Land;  is  similarity  to  presdnt  nt  obvious?  ^ 

[5  Sharajitsky  may  bp«^^ree  but  dont  u apprec^^^cSt't  that 

^ policy  of  apa3?1!neid  could  1 day  be  aj;>+irfxed  to  us;  d 
we  nt  havex^^hat  history  if  nt  bvp<fTor  of  skin  by  f 
dont  we^.*^all  old  saying:  if^^man  is  imprison^ 
no  m?>rf1s  free?  Shar  solvcV<^ly  part  of  problemj 

6 there  are  gt hr  uaiurs  #ייו  issvies:  "let  all  who  r 

hungry  come  & ceTT”“ links  us  to  the  homeless  of  our 
cities;  "this  is  brd  of  affliction”  applies  to  Matz 
as  well  as  to  diseases  which  have  no  cures  from  C 
to  drugs  to  drink נ5 י  which  cause  untold  anguish 

7 and,  again,  the  10  plagues  ^ay  by  trad  be  linked  to 
boils  ^ bid  and  lice  bt  cld  as  well  be  called  terro 
i sm » ravages  of  floods  arid^^f^e s 7 

8 while,  finally,  plague  of  darlmess'^c^  be  seen  as 

in  laßd  terms:  car  bombs  killing  indisc,  Hindus 
killing  Sikhs  with  relish,  Arabs  & Israelis  in  con- 
frontation  when  they  have  so  much  to  live  for,  a m: 
svich  as  Meir  Kahane  who  inspires  such  hatred/^׳י־-^>--.׳ 

9 the  list  goes  on  & on;  we  wq4.0  all  there  ^g.r1d  we  are 

all  involved  her^e  and  now;  it  is  as  if  we/1hr4<t  gone 
frth  ufi  if  *rTlH  seek  the  path  to  peace  «5■•  light, 

CONCLUSION 

A General  hj,  . ^ ^ . x.  j.  ^ 

1 began  with  a sense  of  awe  similarities  between 

the  ancient  and  the  modern;  between  then  and  the  nw 

2 there  is  a link,  the  world  has  not  changed  }fo  such 
aft!  extent;  we  recognize  in  those  who  left  E,  our 
own  persons  and  our  needs  and  hopes  and  dreams,  in 
the  light  of  57^6,  in  the  hues  of  I986 

B Soecific 

1 there  was  a ^^eturn^aff^ted,  th<  re  is  a Law  of  Het; 

today  which  our  people  to  come  to  Lnd 

2 there  is  the  eleinent  of  freedom,  partially  fulfilld 

in  the  words  and  actiong^^^  an  ex 

3 there  is  the  unity  of  our^^sjiile  wit h those  of  tie 
past;  the  words  a31d  names  may  be  diff  but  the  con- 
cept*and  ideas  are  exactly  the  same. 

4 Pesach  is  nt  as  ancr  as  we  might  believe  nor  as  ob- 

solete  as  some  wld  have  it.  It  is  as  modem  a Jew 
obsorvaince  «,s  is  yr  Judaism  and  mine.  I 

Amen.  I 

Heb.  Tab.,  Th  A.M.,  April  24,  '986  I 

1st  day  of  PLSACII  ■ 
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REPORT  Fl^  TORONTO 


INTRODUCT 
A General 

1 recently  spent  fv  days  in  T,  attending,  fr  1st  time, 
WUPJ ; gn  org  of  which  we  know  all  too  little , 

2 ths  an  org,  world-wide,  of  ”lib”  Jews  as  t hs  teiro  is 
understd  in  diff  parts  of  world,  frm  US  to  SAf  and 
all  pts  in-between 

3 began  in  19^  in  Egg,  fd  by  reps  of  5 nations,  chief 
of  which  was  Lily  Montague 

4 must  reraembr:  then  very  few  ”lib"  & needed  a base; 
\jT[ad  fewer  than  100,000  J in  Palestine  ־ST^in  inter- 

vening  sixty  yrs,  grew  to  encompass  1־1־  million  adhr, 
B Specific 

1 ths  org  now  meets  @2-3  yrs  in  diff  parts  of  world: 
Is,  Anist,  Lngl  & fr  1st  time  on  NAm  continent:  Tor. 

2 had  really  no  specific  idea  of  what  to  expect  except 
jtoew  that  most  important  of  Am  J reps  be  there:  Schi 
'^ottschlk,  ■*^orow,  etc,  & wanted  to  get  feel  of  org, 

3 in  all,  had  c 300  rep  over  20  countries,  spe^^ik 

multitude  of  languages  bt,  of  c,  Heb/Engl  primary 

4 as  an  interesting  and  heal?t -warming  aside,  Sh  Aj-1  ser 
vice  encomp  7 lang:  Heb,  ■^ngl  of  c,  also:  Bfatch , Fr, 
Uermn,  Sp  and  Port  and  rd  by  reps  of  each  country, 

5 and  I became  fadcin  by  all  ths  divei  sity,  far  more 
them  by  themes  and  ideas  considered  primary  by  organ 
of  the  convention 

iSOBY 

THEmiS 

1 majr  theme  was  one  already  discussd  by  me  abt  a mo, 
ago:  relationships  between  ortho  & lib  Judaism 

2 whethr  it  was  in  keynote  addresses,  at  services,  or 
in  workshops,  in  public  & private  deVate,  ths  theme 
came  to  the  fore  time  and  again:  what  to  do  re  ortho 

3 resolution  of  conflict,  of  c,  depends  on  who  u are  & 
what  yr  view  is  of  world:  aggressive  or  conciliator>r 
wth  World  U estab!  a Blue  ^^ibbon  Com  to  work  out  an 
approach  30  that  exchange  of  views  cld  talce  plac£-׳ 

4 did  issue  report  bt  with  much  agonizing  bee  mod- 

erate  ortho  does  nt  nd  it^wher!  as  ultra-o  \vill  nt  rd 
it  -^N^3ss±se=n±db  «5!  certainly  will  nt  r^ ac t to  it. 

5 nexi|*‘vi t al  theme  was  Day  Schis  which  seems  to  becomÄ׳' 
a.  more  vital  part  of  our  lib  movement  all  over  world! 

6 it  is,  of  c,  very  much  on  scene  in  Canada  where  maj 

of  J child  attend  J dayschls  as  va  pu‘b7 ic  schools; 
Day  Schis  there  are  big  business,  sponsord  by  cong  1 
& are  a widely  acceptd  way  of  life;  J comm  unusiiallyJ 
strong  £u1d  numerous  in  T & Mont  especially  frm  ultral 
ortho  i®  = Lubav  to  ultra  Refmn  I 


ii 

7 it  is  a movement  also  in  Am,  even  herf'  in  NY  to  a 
limited  extent  bt  fr  diff  reasons:  first,  re  minoi 
ities,  and  2nd:  bee  of  affluence  among  J com1!!unit] 

8 it  is  nt  uncommon  fr  primary  grades  to  charge 
and  fr  highr  grades  to  charge 7500? י  & ths  nt  HS  J 
it  is  a movement,  regardless  of  copt  vital  in  Aus  ו 

9 Ij^svtheme  was  one  of  demographics:  ©10ז^  ~ 

of  J in  ■^gl,  even  more  so  than  in 
enough  to  cause  anxiety  as  vs  phenora  growth  of  Se- 
phardim  in  Israel 

EXPERIENCES 

L enough  of  themes,  etc  what  of  some  pcrsnl  reflectn! 

and  these  on  sev  levels  of  concern  bt  all  interest.! 
י fr  ex,  interest  to  hr  Aust/tal  t.alk  to  be  follwd  by 
r frm  brazil;  nevdr  knew  or  realizd  strength  of  Au- 
stral^an  J comiriunity , thr  wealth  & thA«׳  growth 

due  to  emigr  of  ^f  Jews  soek- 
ing  a haven  before  the  explosion  1 
3 same  cld  be  said  of  brazl,  where  J feel  evid  at  hm 
Recently  impo  Cqgf(rd  Lustiger  frm  Paris  to  spk  in  S 
much  to  chagrin  of  ortho  bt,  of  c,  a phenora  succesi 
& much  prestige  gained  by  lib  movement  there 
^ or,  take  lettr  frm  Hamb  com  vnity  which  has  evideni 
ly  a small  grp  of  lib  Jews  who  want  to  affil  them- 
selvs  wth  \170rld-wide  movement;  already  meeting  at 
private  homes,  20  - 40  in  numbr,  wth  children 
5 they  require  nt  only  affil  bt  leadership,  especial 
re  obser*vance  of  holidays  & bks  fr  children  to  Im 
to  rd  and  practice  Hebrew  and/or  English^ 

S in  short,  began  to  get  the  sense  that  ISf^.rs!^ people 
who  live  in  cert  degree  of  isolation  a^e  malcing 
thr  own  way,  are  reacbiaig  out  eit  1r  world-wide  or 

loolfing  within 
7 and  that  is  also  r^asw  why  so  raan^  of  them  camÄ׳  t( 
America,  to  Canada,  fr  ths.  convention:  to  me  t oth 
to  gain  ideas  and^ feeling  of  unity,  to  be  nurtured 

J ewishl: 
from 

friends  & 


professionally  and  intellectually 
in  ray  own  case,  range  of  experiences 
meeting  r of  NY  & America  wth  whom  I am 
we  cld  spend  a few  social  hours  togethr,  to  meeting 
Rabbi  Brickman  who  a product  of  our  HT 
to  Rabbi  Sobel  of  Sao  Paulo  whom  I askd  to  give  re■ 
to  a cousin  of  mine  residing  there;  to  a Rabl 

Engl  who  fnd  me  & sent  me  reg! 
How  connecti*m?  He  relatd  to 
in  I sab,  she  told  him  she  Icnw 
at  Isab  that  partic  wk  b*KxxM:j 
rd  ray.  pamphlet  on  Syn  & aging 


f r t ask 


gards  

Wa] 1 ach  of  Brighton, 
fxrni  one  of  otur  niomb, 
ths  memb  who^  resides 
I wld  be  in  ־*•  bee  nt 
to  sev  indiv  who  had  — 
and  extend  congrats  to  me  to  our  cong 


B 


8 
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CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 as  u can  see,  many  diff  aspects  of  people  coming  to■ 
gethr  & while  lib/ortho  conflict  was  emphasized,  thj 
far  frm  the  paramount  issue 

2 that  was:  peop^^ד>f  similar  faith  & needs  seeking 
each  othr  &,  in  many  instances,  finding  strengt h,^^ 

3 fr  ex,  let  me  tell  u of  our  personal  experience 
Frid  eve,  at  dinner  prior  to  service  at  UBlossm  J 

k we  nt  assignd  tables  & thus  chose  one  still  empty 
except  fr  ^«1  a couple,  who  were  strangers  to  us. 

As  tAble  of  ten  filled  up  ths  composition:  couple 
frm  Australia,  4 frm  Urt  Neck,  1 frm  ^gl,  la®  ^ 
vTif׳  r who  servd  as  summer  intern  in  Austr  & now  had 
a pulpit  & chaplaincy  in  ^^och,  Minn,  at  Mayo 

5 i^t  developments:  out  of  10,  8 were  ד 

4  had  ivd  fr  extended  periods  in  ^tr , 1 lady 

had  attended  conf  on  Aging  here  at^Jollege  day  befr 
we  left  fr  T,  but  did  nt  know  her  & she  knew  me  oni' 
thru  pamphlet  & none  at  ־Z^ble  presently  Ivd  in  city 
where  they  were  born,  or  even  in  country  where  Uorn 

6 ndless  to  say,  fascinating  exchange  of  ideas  & into 
and  when  u spk  of  "world  union"  ths  perfct  example. 

1 there  were,  of  c,  many  hours  of  learning  «5.  discus sii 

aiid  most  of  them  on  very  high  level;  cert  the  ®^en- 
ing  sessions  when  pers  malities  attractd  atten 

2 bt,  with  all  that,  person  to  person  was  most  vital; 
ths  the  23rd  conf  in  past  sixty  yrs  00  one  has  .he 
feeling  that  movement  is  growing  stronger 

ר and  fr  us,  of  our  background  here,  important  to  be 
part  of  such  an  adventure;  it  is  an  opport  fr  union 
wth  world  Jewry  which  shotild  nt  be  overlooks 

4 fr  arTof  our  presence  here,  we  part  of  ths  movenmt, 
r״houtd  cont  to  be  part  of  It  ־ert  fr  lenßth  of 
this  generation. 

Amen . 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  April  25#  198^ 
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Shabbat  Evening  Service 
Friday,  April  25,  8 P.M. 
Rabbi  Grumbacher  will  speak; 
"COMMUNITY  EDUCATION: 
ROUND  3״ 

Blessing  of  the  Shabbat  Candles: 
Marsha  Rosenberg 

The  Congregation  is  invited 
to  an  Oneg  Shabbat  sponsored 
by  Irene  and  Dr.  Alberto  Rosenberg 
in  honor  of  the  Bat  Mitzvah  of 
their  daughter. 

TORAH  STUDY,  9:30  A.M. 

Shabbat  Morning  Service 
Saturday,  April  25.  11  A.M. 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Marsha  F.  Rosenberg 
daughter  of 

Irene  and  Dr.  Alberto  Rosenberg 

Choi  Hamoed  Pesach;  Exodus 
34:1-10 

Song  of  Songs  2:7-1  7 


YIZKOR  MEMORIAL  SERVICE 
Last  Day  of  Pesach 
Wednesday,  April  30,  11  A.M. 

Please  call  the  Temple  Office, 
764-2393,  to  list  the  names  of 
those  you  wish  to  memorialize 
at  this  Service.  Please  be  present 
in  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our 
loved  ones. 


"Changes" 

Rabbi  Peter  H.  Grumbacher 

(Part  ! of  a mini-series  preceding 
our  jubilee  80th  anniversary  weekend) 
The  "good  old  days"  were  not 
always  good  and  very  often  they  aren  t 
even  that  old.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
there  are  those  who  view  the  events 
of  the  yesterday  with  a remarkable 
nostalgia  although,  while  they  were 
living  through  them,  were  going  through 
"hell  on  earth."  This  is  not  to  say  that 
the  bygone  years  of  individuals  or  in- 
stitutions  were  terrible;  during  one's 
life  span  there  are  dimensions  thatwe 
wish  to  live  over  and  over  again,  at 
least  in  our  minds,  if  not  in  fact.  We 
recall  many  events  in  our  childhood 
with  fond  memories,  and  it  is  the 
tricks  of  the  mind  that  enable  us  to 
forget  that  which  was  particularly 
painful. 

When  we  consider  the  movie  Back 
to  the  Future,  we  realize  it  is  but  a 
fantasy,  an  attempt  by  one  young  man 
to  fashion  a different  life  for  himself 
through  manipulations  that  can  take 
place  only  through  the  efforts  of  Stephen 
Spielberg  and  others  whose  imaginations 
we  covet.  So  far  we  do  not  have  time 
machines.  We  have  nothing  that  can 
change  the  past  nor  very  little  that  can 
create  the  kind  of  future  we  want, 
little  except  for  the  determination  to 
see  change  and  a prayer  that  change 
for  the  better  will  take  place. 

Continued  to  page  3 


RELIGIOUS  SCHOOL  NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

Sue  Paul,  Director  of  Education 


Tzedakah 

As  you  have  heard  before,  each  week  our  students  bring  some  money  to 
be  given  to  Keren  Ami.  Keren  Ami  (Fund  of  My  People)  donations  help 
students  to  understand  the  obligation  of  helping  others.  The  word 
obligation  is  used  rather  than  a word  such  as  "process,"  "•׳ule,"  "duty.”  The 
word  Tzedakah  literally  translated  means  "righteousness."  Helping  others 
by  giving  money  (or  time  or  support)  is  an  important  fact  of  living  life  as  a 
Jew  - we  are  obliged  to  do  this.  Tzedakah  is  not  a matter  of  our  feelings  of 
generosity  at  a given  moment,  or  a passing  whim  - it  is  our  obligation! 

Our  religious  school  is  attempting  to  teach  our  children  about  living 
Jewishly  and  not  just  facts  and  figures.  Tzedakah  is  an  important  part  of  our 
curriculum  and  is  reinforced  at  every  opportunity.  This  year  Grade  7 is  once 
again  handling  the  appropriation  of  the  Keren  Am!  money  after  carefully 
researching  and  investigating  various  worthy  organizations  asking  for 
funds.  During  the  next  few  weeks,  they  will  decide  how  to  divide  up  this 
year's  fund  of  more  than  $750.  This  sum  of  money  includes  $22  raised  by 
our  costume  shop  held  prior  to  the  Megillah  reading  on  Purim  evening. 

In  addition  to  the  money  in  our  Keren  Ami  collection,  our  students  have 
planted  1 21  trees  during  the  Tu  B'Shevat  tree  campaign  for  a total  of  $605. 
The  students  also  made  an  $18  (Chai)  donation  to  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
Renovation  Fund  and  planted  7 trees  in  memory  of  the  7 astronauts  who 
perished  in  the  Challenger  disaster.  Our  students  also  bring  food  for  the 
Temple's  Food  Closet  on  an  on-going  basis. 

Beth  Emeth  students  this  year  have  shown  that  they  understand  the 
meaning  behind  our /Ceren  Am/ collection  and  are  performing  the  Mitzvah\ 


Continued  from  page  1 

Changes  have  occured  in  the  syna- 
gogue. 

Because  Reform  Judaism  is  in  many 
respects  so  visionary  we  have  come 
to  recognize  that  what  our  liberal  for- 
bears  discarded  should  be  given  new 
life.  The  Hebrew  language  is  one 
.example.  We  can  only  understand 
Torah  and  liturgy  from  the  original, 
and  from  that  point  have  a deeper 
appreciation  of  interpretation  and 
commentary.  They  never  dreamed  of 
a reborn  Zion  and  the  prominence  of 
Hebrew  as  a living  and  vital  language 
in  the  future  of  our  People.  It  unites 
the  Jewish  community  all  around  the 
world  in  a very  important  network. 

The  Reform  movement  responded, 
and,  thus,  our  children  learn  the  Ian- 
guage,  not  to  preserve  a relic  butto  be 
a part  of  a continous  link  that  is  vital 
for  our  survival.  Continued  to  page  4 


Rituals  and  observances  have  returned 
to  Reform  Jewish  homes  and  congre- 
gations.  Recently  Bill  Frank  erroneously 
stated  that  we  are  making  strides  to 
"a  wholesome  kind  of  Orthodoxy. 
What  is  happening  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Orthodoxy  at  all!  On  the  contrary, 
the  ability  to  recapture  dimensions  of 
tradition  and  mold  them  creatively  to 
meet  the  challenges  of  the  day  is  a 
Reform  contribution  to  the  history  of 
our  faith.  Our  19th  century  reformers 
responded  as  they  saw  fit,  and  we 
have  the  rightto  respond  according  to 
our  view  of  contemporary  Jewish  life. 
At  no  time  is  it  a matter  of  right  or 
wrong  when  it  comes  to  the  expression 
of  who  we  are.  In  our  own  congregation, 
as  well  as  others,  people  are  seeking 
ways  to  understand  tradition  that  might 
lead  them  to  kipah  and  tallit  and  even 
kashruV.  to  Shabbat  observance  and 
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SISTERHOOD 

Joan  Lubitz,  President 


^^0^44******»**•********************^ 

COMMUNITY  YOM  HASHOAH 
SERVICE 

Monday,  May  5,  8:00  P.M. 

(at  Congregation  Beth  Emeth) 

Guest  Speaker: 

Rabbi  Robert  L Lehman 
"We  Have  No  Answers  - Only 
Precedents" 

Students  of  Religious  Schools, 
Delaware  Gratz  Hebrew  High 
School,  and  Albert  Einstein 
Academy  will  participate. 


THE  80TH  ANNIVERSARY 
FAMILY  ALBUM 

As  many  know,  the  80th  Anniver- 
sary  Family  Album  with  full-color  photo- 
graphs  of  Beth  Emeth  families  is  avail- 
able  and  now  ready. 


NETS  CAMPAIGN 
WORLD  EDUCATION  CENTER  FOR 
PROGRESSIVE  JUDAISM 

The  Center,  to  be  built  in  Jerusalem, 
is  in  need  of  funds  to  accomplish  its 
goal.  Our  Sisterhood,  through  a March 
Luncheon  and  Fashion  Show,  raised 
funds  to  put  us  in  the  category  of 
"Sponsor." 

Donations  may  be  made  individually 
in  any  amount;  the  lowest  is  $3.  Con- 
tributions  through  Israel  Bonds  assigned 
to  NFTS  will  be  most  welcome. 

The  time  allotted  to  reach  the  goal 
of  $200,000  worldwide,  is  short.  All 
pledges  must  be  paid  in  full  by  October 
31,  1987.  Contributions  are  tax  de- 
ductible. 

For  further  information,  call  me, 
475-7927. 

Marge  Ward,  Chairman, 
NFTS  Campaign 


The  album  is  also  available  to  those 
who  were  unable  to  be  photographed 
at  a nominal  fee  of  $10.  It  will  be 
available  on  the  following  Friday  evenings 
after  the  Shabbat  Services: 

April  25  May  2 May  9 
Other  dates  to  pick  up  your  album 
are  on  Sunday  mornings: 

April  27  May  4 May  11  May  18 

Please  be  certain  to  obtain  a copy 
of  your  Family  Album  prepared  just  for 
you! 


Brotherhood  Minyan/Breakfast/ 
Program 

Sunday,  April  27. 
Minyan,  9:15  A.M. 

Caroline  Braun  of  Pacem  in  Terris 
will  speak: 

"AMERICAN  INVOLVEMENT  IN 
CENTRAL  AMERICA" 

Everyone  welcome 
Breakfast,  9:30;  program,  1 0 A.M. 


April  showers 
bring 

May  flowers 

May  flowers 
bring 

FRONT  ST. 
FOLLIES 
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PRAYERBOOK  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Silver  in  memory  of 
HARRY  WILSON 

BERNARD  KRESHTOOL  MEMORIAL 
FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Toumarkine  in  memory 
of  BERNARD  KRESHTOOL,  MAX 
HARWITZ 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Perlsweig  for  a complete 
and  good  recovery  for  LAURIE  SCHENKER 

FAMILY  ASSISTANCE  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  May  in  honor  of 
DORIS  KANE  being  named  President 
by  the  National  Association  of  Jewish 
Homes  for  the  Aged 
Miss  Frances  Goldstein  in  memory  of 
PEARL  KUSHNER  and  BETTY  MOYED 

DR.  LEO  BLUMBERG  MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  May  in  honor  of 
JULIA  BLUMBERG 

MUSIC  FUND 

Miss  Frances  Goldstein  in  memory  of 
SARAH  and  HYMAN  GOLDSTEIN  and 
NATHAN  GOLDSTEIN 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  May  in  honor  of 
ESTELLE  HILLERSOHN  FRANKEL 
being  honored  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
Girl  Scout  Council 

ROSENTHAL  LIBRARY  FUND 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Perlsweig  in  honor  of 
the  birth  of  a daughter  and  granddaughter 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DAVID  COKN  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  JULIUS  COHN 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Snyder  in  memory  of 
BETTY  GOLDBERG 

KUTZ  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Margolin  in  memory 
of  SARA  BECKER 

Mrs.  Helen  Padolsky  in  memory  of  PEARL 
KUSHNER  and  BETTY  MOYED 

SISTERHOOD  YES  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manuel  Zinman  in  memory 
of  MAX  HARWITZ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Silver  forthe  speedy 
recovery  of  LAURIE  SCHENKER  and 
DOROTHEA  DAVIS 

Mrs.  Jane  Friedman  in  memory  of  MARY 
LUTSKY 

Mrs.  Bea  Shames,  Mrs.  Lillian  Boys,  Mrs. 
Frances  Glenn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manuel 
Zinman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Edelson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Lukoff  in  memory 
of  BETTY  GOLDBERG 
Mrs.  Frances  Glenn  for  the  speed  recovery 
of  DOROTHEA  DAVIS 


commitment  to  family  worship  at  home 
and  in  the  sanctuary.  This  searching  is 
in  the  best  spirit  of  Reform  Judaism. 

But  there  are  also  things  which 
must  remain  constant,  and  in  the  next 
part  of  this  series  we  shall  look  at 
those. 

The  Congregational  Family  gratefully 
acknowledges  the  following  contributions: 

CONGREGATIONAL  FUND 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Harris  in  memory  of 
BETTY  GOLDBERG 

Mrs.  Nina  Roffman  in  memory  of  DR. 

NORMAN  SHAMES  and  RUTH  SHAMES 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Matas  in  memory  of  ANNA 
MATAS,  MAX  HARWITZ  and  MANUEL 
FINE 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Handloff  in  memory  of 
DEBORAH  G.  STEIN,  MAURICE  D. 
GOLDSTEIN,  FANNY  G.  RICH,  BARNEY 
0.  RICH,  LOUIS  HANDLOFF,  MOLLY 
HANDLOFF,  HERMAN  HANDLOFF, 
EDITH  AARONS,  MARY  ROTHSCHILD 
and  in  honor  of  the  40th  wedding  anni- 
versary  of  MR.  and  MRS.  MELVIN  BERG 
Mrs.  Else  Raphael  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric 
Raphael  in  memory  of  FELIX  RAPHAEL 
Mrs.  Pauline  Cohen  in  memory  of  PHILIP 
GOLDSTEIN 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Landsberg  in  memory 
of  CLARICE  G.  BARLOW 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Groll  in  memory  of 
FANNIE  GROLL 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Knight  in  memory  of 
MAX  HARWITZ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Stein  in  honor  of 
SCOTT  LEVITHAN'S  engagement 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Hochberg  in  memory 
of  BETTY  GOLDBERG 
Mrs.  Isadore  Schagrin  in  memory  of  LENA 
STARR 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Brown  in  memory  of 
MIRIAM  BROWN 

RABBI  S DISCRETIONARY  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Cypen  Lubitsh  in  memory 
of  HARRY  S.  WILSON 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  May  in  memory  of 
EDITH  LABOVSKY 

PAUL  CRAMER  MEMORIAL 
AUDIO  VISUAL  FUND 

Mrs.  Paul  Cramer  in  memory  of  MARTIN 
B.  COOPERSMITH  and  for  the  speedy 
recovery  of  MRS.  PEARL  CRAMER 

FLOWER  FUND 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Toumarkine  in  honor 
of  the  birthday  of  EDITH  GILBERT 
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MAY  1986 


rUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  I HURSDAY  FRIDAY  SAi  URDAY 


1 

2 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Cain. 

3 

Torah  Study,  9:30  A.M. 

Director  of  Delaware  s 

Bar  Mitzvah  of 

Division  of  Aging 

Larry  S.  Bernstein 

will  speak 

N 

SUNDAY  MONDAY 


Shabbat  Evening  Service 
Shabbat  Morning  Service 
Morning  Minyan 


A Thp  to  Balto./Washington 

1 for  8.  9,  10  grades  and 
cadet-aides 

Brotherhood  Minyan/ 
';eakfast/ Program 

Mayor  Daniel  Frawley: 
"Onward  and  Upward- 
Wilmington" 

5 

Community  Yom  Ha  Shoah 
Service  at  Beth  Emeth, 

8 P M.  - Speaker,  Rabbi 
Robert  L Lehman 

6 

Yom  Ha  Shoah 

Memorial  Program 

12  Noon,  Freedom  Plaza 
Sisterhood  Board 

Meeting,  9:30  A.M. 

7 

00 

9 

Choir  Recognition  Shabbat 

10 

Torah  Study.  9:30  A M. 

Bat  Mitzvah  of 

Marci  T.  Levithan 

and  Soviet  twin  Mulina 

Aderis 

11 

Brotherhood  JCS  Sunday 

Molh«t  j Dqy 

12 

13 

Sisterhood  Luncheon 
Meeting,  1 2 Noon 
Installation  of  Officers 
and  Board 

Board  of  Trustees 
Meeting,  8 P.M. 

14 

Yom  Ha  Atzmaut 

Israel  Indepenctence  Day 

Preschool  1 -2  P.M. 

"Israel's  Birthday  Party' 

15 

1 

j 

Iw  Special  Service 

Speaker.  Rabbi 
Samuel  Joseph 

80th  Birthdi 
Celebration 

NO  TORAH  STUDY 

Shabbat  Family  Service 

ay  Jubilee  m 

Weekend  P 

18 

Brotherhood  Special 
Breakfast  Program 

80th  Birthday 

a- 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Rabbi  Grumbacher 
will  speak 

24 

^ י Torah  Study,  9:30  A.M 

Bar  Mitzvah  of 

Daren  S.  Levin 
and  Soviet  twin, 

Alexei  Ahromovitch 

25 

No  Rei1g1< 

^ 

26 

ous  School 

► 

Memorial  Day 

r N-> 

! 

to 

00 

, 

29 

1 

1 

1 

30 

Rabbi  Grumbacher 
will  speak 

31 

Final  Torah  Study  n( 
Season,  9:30  A.M. 

Bar  Mitzvah  of 

Jeremy  C.  Kamen 

The  Congregational  Family  extends 
sincere  condolences  to  the  bereaved 
among  us:  to  Lillie  Jean  Barab  on 
the  passing  of  her  sister,  Betty 
Goldberg. 


TO  REGISTER 

Registration  for  Hebrew  and  Sunday 
School  classes  is  now  taking  place  for 
all  new  students.  Call  the  school 
office,  762-5858  for  information  and 
to  register. 

NOTE:  All  current  Grade  2 students 
will  be  placed  into  an  Aleph  Hebrew 
Class  for  September,  1 986. 

Sue  Paul,  Director  of  Education 


SCHOENBERG 
MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

The  Only  Jewish  Funeral  Home 
In  The  State  Of  Delaware 

519  PHILADELPHIA  PIKE 
762-0334 

co^nvmi/Jtve^  to  ie/tt׳vtce 

Alan  Schoenberg 


Beth  Emeth 

Memorial  Park 
Faulkland  Rd.  off  DuPont  Rd. 
Planning  Information 
Call 

Day,  764-2393  Night,  762  5414 


(302)  762-3684  repairs  in  home 

or  office 

a refinishing  touch 

repairs  of  nicks,  dents,  & cigarette 
burns 

specializing  in  moving  damages 
and  insurance  claims 

sewing  of  torn  or  split  seams 

604  hillcrest  ave. 
michael  a.  shur  Wilmington,  de 

1 9809 


Personal  help 
when  you 
need  it  most.  . . 

CHANDLER 

FUNERAL  HOME 

CONCORD  PIKE,  WILMINGTON 
LANCASTER  PIKE.  HOCKESSIN 

478-7100 


Send  address  change  to  Congregation 
Beth  Enteth 

300  W.  Lea  Blvd.,  Wilm.,  DE  19802 
Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Wilmington, 
Delaware  and  additional  entry  offices 
Orbit  subscription  is  covered  by  $3  of 
membership  dues 

(Frequency)  Weekly  except  second  week  of 
June  through  August  31 


TEMPLE  ORBIT 
(USPS-  538200) 

Peter  H.  Grumbacher,  Rabbi 
Herbert  E.  Drooz,  Rabbi  Emeritus 
Dr.  Henry  Schenker,  President 
Suzanne  Paul,  Director  of  Education 
Jack  Burnam,  Director  of  Music 
Ruth  Sklut,  Editor 
Office  Phone  - 764-2393 


TIME  VALUE  MAIL  NEWSPAPER 

If  you  are  not  getting  the  Orbit,  call  the  Temple  Office,  764-2393 


WIIAT  IS  A JEW;  AGAIN! 


INTRO DUCT 

A General 

1 am  always  amused  when  confrontd  wth  slogan  by  Fed: 

”we  are  one”  bee,  v;hile  m1derst*1<i1d  their  desire  to 
present  unified  appearance,  know  jit  the  truth 

2 J corai, !unity  is  nt  one;  to  contr^j^y,  we  are  a divide( 
people  now  more  so  than  ever;  mattr  of  fact,  douljt 
whethr  historically,  we  have  eve^  been  ”one”,  whole 

3 have,  of  c,  discussed  this  suFJect  before  bt  rctum 
to  it  bee  of  publicity  in  front  page  article  in  TIIU 
of  ^eb  28th  and  bee  of  controv  in  mags  u dont^ rd 

B Specific 

1 fr  ex,  in  Jan,  ”Moment”  we  libs  rd  out  of  religion^ 
bee  we  ”idolaters”  who  do  nt  believe  in  ”liv  Gd” ; 
and  in  recent  issun  of  ”Judaism”,  the  ultraorthodox 
halachis^  Moshe  Feinstein 

2 nt  only  does  nt  consider  us  ”kosher  Mirj  t a.׳  !rl 

bt,  fixr  worse,  says  that  our  prayers  & blessings  ha^ 
no  effect  bee  of  our  heretival  attitudes. 

3 a friend  of  mine  in  ^hi  privately  told  me  that  a r) 

of  our  colleagues  & laymen  were  interinjptd  in  a wkl^ 
study  session  by  an  ortho  r who  felt  that  r c Jews 

should  nt  study,  have  no  right  to  study”holy”  books 

4 as  u can  see,  the  slogan  of  the  led  that  ”we  are  1” 
appears  a little  limp  when  contrasted  to  these  examy 

BODY 

A HISTORY 

1 now,  again,  we  have  neyr  been  one  11חר  any  pt  of  vieי^^ 
and,  it  seeii^  to  me,'TT1at  is  nt  even  so  terrible;  In 
diversity  we  make  progress,  widen  our  horizens. 

2 how  far  do  u waiat  to  go  back,  and  to  what  cfepth  of 
analysis,  to  understand  diversity  aiid  differences 
which  have  marked  our  progress  over  the  centuries? 

3 Just  to  basic  time  frame  of  Zealot  s/Essenes , Phe 

and  Sadducceos,  nat !/spiritualist s at  Bar  Kochba  er,- 
Mairaonists/anti-Maimonists,  Karaites,  Hasi4im/Misna£ 
nt  to  spealc  of  Seph/Ashkenzim,  Zionists/anti-Zionist 

4,  Än..pthr  words,  by  citing  just  these  few  Roupings  oi 
p.nt erpret er s of  Jud  Ih!  l uiJ  LLlPt■®«  one  can  see 

'that  the  quest^^”who  is  a Jew"  nevr  lent  itself  to 
a uJTifonn  vi ו ח!^,  that  r^i^ely  was  tii^AÄ  a conceij 

STis  of  opinion,  among  scholars  & nt  among  laity, 

5 at  risk  of  repeating  myself:  those  who  say  tliat  Jud 
is  one,  has  always  been  one,  are  q^td^^er  ^ignorant  or 
So  prejudiced  that  wth  thr  vested  p’w-öi  !ך# ר  cant  per— 
mit  Truth  of  how  Jud  developed  historically. 


6 lattr  out  Ik,  of  c,  belo^1J׳׳s  to  ortho  who  becoming  mor 
militant  all  the  time  & seek  ״to  dominate  J life  in 
US  as  they  have  succeeded  in  doing  in  ^_^ael.  It 


f (,  r(^  p ^ ׳irwTZ^׳׳ 

׳׳ ־ ־ 


ז 


ii 


B ORTHODOXY 

1  problem  wth  ortho  is  nt  only  thr  wealth  their  c1־i  ~ 
litancy;  -a-P#«(!m,  far  frm  gtoopd-over  Talmud-studying 
Image  to  be  found  in  the  photographs,  today 

you  have  a agßresißive  spi^t^  wl>4»öi\we  dislike  equally 

P •pr  ex,  again  as  ]f^ve  ment  before,  obsem/’ance  of  Yom 
HaShoah  perfect  Fr  yrs , gd  enough  fr  thous 

to  attend  ths  service  at  Emanu— b!  bt  now,  talcing  ths 
ceremony  out  of  a banct  changd 60 ״  Felt  ^^orum  just  be 
cause  ortho  do  nt  want  to  enter  a RefiTm  Synagogue, 

3 their  militancy  in  ths  & o^r  has  assumed  an 

uncommon  bit  t ernes s^tf^  *nTal  Uni0T]^3f  Orth  R , 

placd  last  Sept  an  ad  in  newspapers  ( J & sec)  warn-j 
ing  our  people  that  if  they  heard  bhofar  blown  in  k 
or  C Syn,  wld  nt  fulfill  oblig  of  the  Hli  worship.  I 

4 cld  go  on  to  cite  many  othr  instances  of  antagonism  ; 
bt  think  u understand  depth  of  gplit  &■  ths  split,  inj 
fortiinat ely , reaches  into  sev  vital  areas  of  cojiceini 

C FfS  AT  ISSUE 

1 controv  rages  ar  simple— sounding  quest;  who  is  a ? j 
bt  not  simple  at  all  bec  certain  grps  want  to  estab! 
the  pedigree  of  each  individual  with  fearful  rainific 

2 fr  ex,'-^tho  say  that  rel  follows  that  of  mother  bt 
who  is  to  say  that  in  yrs  to  come  criteria  will  nt 
be  escalated? 

3 by  thsT  mean:  who  wears  Yarmulka  & when,  who  observe^ 
Kashrut,  who  attends  Syn  & how  often,  who  supports 

J charities  and  to  what  extent,  who  gone  to  Israel 


how  often  . , o j? 

4 fr  Pesach*  whose  do  u eat  & whose  wine  u dr xnk « « 

how  can  u nt  buy  the  shmura  M rafg  only  by  Lubav  Chas 
J_11  1(1111171  could  easily  go  on  & on  bec  to  those 

indiv  of  whom  we  speak  these  are  serious  issuesז 
they  do  nt  know  the  word  compromise  .1 

5 of  c,  ths  relates  directly  to  Israel's  Law  of  ®etun 
where  issue  of  Who  a Jew?  is  critical;  who  will  be 
allowd  in  and  who  will  be  given  Isr  c^izenship  or  I 
allowd  to  marry  or  be  given  jobs  & othr  advantages, 

6 we  in  Ub  who  making  ptrthat  perhaps  should  consider 
fathr's  rel  also  in  detirmining  Jewishness  of  bab3־^ 
find־ that  while  interp  of  Law  may  be  on  our  side, 
trad  vs  us^'and  we  can  make  no  headway  vs  entrnchd  o. 

0 couple~all  this  wth  halachic  demands  fr  _m  & divprce, 
aaid  with  what  coJicerns  us  even^  more:  reqxiirement s 
fr  conversion,  and  the  isstie  of 'who  is  a Jew  becomes 
a thorn  "in  any  discussion  between  o^tho  & lib  » ג f " 

i-■ ו ' — י nniUm-rr  nnr-  lib 

8 it  used  to  be  so  simple;  whoever  >^as  a Jew  bt 

ths  old  concept  surely  no  longr  valid,  espec  in  tim 

• 1 V j 
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CONCLUSION 

A General 

1 some  of  the  sti.tistics  raent  in  TIMES  article  high- 
light  iss^e  of  controv  & show  how  frightening  it  ii 

2 predict  that  by  yr  2000,  300 t 000  convrts  & 200,000 
ch  of  patrilineal  desc  who  might  nt  be  reaognizd 
by  ortho;  in  add,  *200,000  more  ch  of  women  who  ra 
without  prper  rabbinical  divorce  paper,  a ”get" 

3 if  u add  these  figures  together,  total  between  3/^ 
and  a million /Am  J whose  status  might  be  in  quest/ 
and  that  situation  can  Id  to  very  serious  sctii sm 

4 nt  so  easily  healed  if  fr  no  othr  reason  bt  the 
numbers  involved, 

B Specific 

1 quest  then  of  "who  is  a Jew”  far  raorejcomplex  than 
the  propaganda  of  Federation's  slogan  ”\17e  are  1”  1 

2 and  if  u ask,  why  ^re  ortho  detiiroining  our  status^ 

why  such  a fuss  abt  what  they  think  & how  they  vie! 
us  and  our  families  & especially  our  children?  | 

3 answer:  bee  they  dominate  gvt  balance  in  Israel/* 
we  have  assoc  there-*  anticipate  assoc  in  yrs  ahea<| 

4 it  cert  is  reasonaJlbe  to  assumd,  nt  kno^זוing  what 
trends  in  world  in  gen  to  come,  some  of  our  gr  & 
grt  gr  ch  will  settle  in  Israel^*  wth  degree  of  rax 
ra  already  in  effect,  how  will  they  be  receivd,*'%iaa3w 

4 and,'''Tastly , ortho  so  domineering  bee  we  iet  them, I 

it  is  almost  as  if  we  are  fearful  of  thr  wrathfXas, 
if  we  intimidated.  i 

5 frra  ray  pt  of  view,  we^libs  nd  not  apologi'Je  wha*! 
we  are  to  anyone,  so  long  as  we  sincerely  believe 
in  what  we  espouse  & Icnow  the  reasons  fr  doing  so  | 

6 thus,  an  ediLC  ®לב  not,  is  the  key 

and  that  1s^e2*״l^3^  t)e  the  cinix  of  **who  is  a Jew** at  | 
least  in  Arae  •״ica^  cert  fr  forseeable  futtire, 

7 & bec,  whethr  we  wish  it. nr  not,  wo  invo Ived.  we  r 
part  of  the  problem  as  we  are  part  of  the  solution 

Amen  • 

I 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  eve,,  April  4,  1986 


INSTALLATION  SLRVIGE:  1986 


INTRUDUCT 
A General 

ו, א 

1 less  than  2 mo  ago,  while  visit  ray  fr  at  Oxf  ^entre 
fr  Postgrad  ■^eb  Studies*)  was  shovm  an  area  in  what 
Iked  like  a huge  converted  bam  which  housed  Kressel 

2 of  c,  a.8  I Ar1»(.0L1  t wbh  name  meant  noth  bt  in  due  j 
course,  story  unfolded  & want  to  share  it  wth  u 

3 nt  only  bee  interesting  bt  bee  as  I began  to  poke  in- 

to  boxes  stacked  all  over  1הד  & pulled^רut  newjfpaper 
articles  to  Ik  at  , sev  men/wora  desc  upon  me  in 

a fury  telling  rae  to  keep  hands  off  items  fr  which  \ 
I had  no"  apprec  as  yet,  nt  Icnowing  details 

4 and  in  these  terms,  my  educ  re•  Kressel  Collect  began 
B SPECIFIC 

1 name  ref  to  Mr  Getzel  K of  J^olon,  Isr,  now  75  who  ed 
&.  writtn  100s  of  bks,  th  of  article  & bee  of  his  enc 
knowl  was  division  bdit  fr  Zion,  & h־^mself  author“^f 
nearly  400  cti  tlj^es , in  Encyc  Judaic  a ' 

2 bee  of  his  recogn  knowl,  inquiries  frra  all  ovr  woi’ld 
& he  reg  scanned  doz  of  newspapers  & jou1:^als  frm  ^s 
«S:  othr  parts  of  world,  cutting  out,  sorting,  taggii  g 
selecting  acc  to  pau^tic  system  & ultimately:  filing  ^ 

3 bt  as  he  grew  older  wantd  to  assure  perpetuity  fr  hs 
life's  work  bt  no  one  in  Is  wantd  bth  his  archives  <0ל 
his  Lib  (only  1 or  othr  bee  of  lack  of  space)  & only 
Postgrad  centr  fr  lieb  Studies|in  Cxfrd  ready^to  accpt 

4 it  is  into  t hslcol  lectiOn,  I inadvertently  pt  ray  hand 
JODY 

4 HISTORY 

1 of  c,  wth  so  much  material  at  hand  ordinary  rm  nt  ad 
quate,  in  add  to  fact  that  a newspaper  clipping  soon 
deteriorates  if  nt  handle^  or  stored  properly 

2 as  conseq,  used  a huge  bam,  aud  convrted  it  over  2^ 
yrs  into  libaa1*y,  wth  sev,  sep  areas  fr  storage  <&  re- 
searchy^*  10  yrs  ago,  Mr  Kressel  his|wife  came  to  ion- 
pack,  sort  & shelve  material;  no  small  taskJ 

3 five  yrs  ago.  Lib  of  25th  yols  dedic;  most  in  Heb/Yic 
bt  also  in  Geirran,  •^ngl,  Pol,  Russian  & Fr  all  of  wh 
Mr,  Kressel  spks,  plus  othr  lauig  handled  by  hs  staff 

4 finally,  and  ths  is  where  I met  the  wrath  of  lib  stf: 
there  are  raoro|than  400  boxes  of  files  & clippings  on) 
no  less  than  16th  people;  in  add  to  400th  cuttings 
frm  J newspapers  covering  past  45  yrs  * 

5 think  u can  begin  to  apprec  gCope  of  ths  Kressel  Cq!! 
and  what  it  means  fr  J world:  fr  yrs  to  come,  scholrs 

will  be  able  to  gat  hr  & leaini  & 
immerse  themselves  in  J hist  as  it  was  being  made,  & 
as  it  was  reflectd  in  newspaper  articles,  bks,  MSS, 
and  the  like. 
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B USJi  OF  MATERIAL 

1 bt  just  having  mat  nt  suff;  how  use  it  & apply  it  f*r 
sake  of  what  we  are  today  & \vhat  we  might  ־yet  be  toni 

2 1st  order  of  business  is  to  microfilm  all  perishalTle 
material  which  helps  to  preserve  item  & cut  space  so 
more  could  be  added 

3 bt  more  basic  still:  use  each  item  as  a fd  stone  & 

build  upon  it  so  that  in  due  course  of  t irne  study 
there  emerges  pict  of  a while , to  xvhich  u & I can 
relate/&  which  we  know  is“ ante cedent  our  tim/placj 

4 fr  ex,  can  u understand  rd  to  Jerus  wthout  historicl 

apprec  of  Latrun;  can  u apprec  Isr  workers  mentality 
wthout  background  on  Hist admit;  can  u comprehend  the 
geographic  complexities  of  Isr  (fr  agric,def  ense ,יייי»י י 
ז I archeol  digs)  wthout  sketches,  ev^lua 

tions  and  comments  by  N,  Glueck^ 

\p  how  can  u even  hope  to  find  a special  mattr  relating 

y to  aUftpÄC  -i«6%t«^in  out-of-way  situation  without  I 

\ access  to  an  index  (w-iiaae  ref  ,aystem  known  to  bt  a fw 

0 how  can  u study  hist  & build  upon  it  if  no  card  cat  a 
logue  avail  bee  earlier  all  bks  in  Mr.  l^ressel's  ho! 

&.  he,  bt  he  alone,  knew  just  where  everyth  ng  was  & 
what  was  in  it,  >■««  t a./u^  j7׳ 

7 the  orgariiz  of  Collect  at  Ox  helps  us  know  J Hist  & 
helps  us  bjii Id  item  upon  item  fr  apprec  of  ”whole”. 

C TABEJR14ACLE 

1 make  nientn  of  tha  unique  place,  s־fci H in  the  making', 
fr  see  parallels  td)  our  o\m.  Syn  history  in  om־'  time 

2 we  now  in  our  80th  yr  and  still  in  the  process  of 


growth;  what  we  do,  frm  yr  to  yr,  farm  seasn  to  seasnl 

*o  to  gat  hr  the  very  best  of  our  experiences,  of  our- 
selves  and  place  it  into  context,  into  juxtopositioj! 
in  order  to  obtain  a picture  of  ourselves  as  a whole: 

3 we  are  nt  & we  do  nt  live־ in  isolation  frm  one  anoth 
we  exist  in  tAndem  to  aaelj  Tjtiir  & no  mat  Ir  what  our 
specific  interest  & issue  of  concern  we  struggle- 
side  by  side-to  bring  soinething  bettr  to  the  fore, 

4 in  that  context  can  apprec  concept  of  installation 
service  as  pres  of  affil  grps  on  our  pulpit;  each  It 
div  & each  grp  has  a specific  slot,  a task,  a goal 

& success  of  our  endeav  as  a cong  nds  coop  of  all  0^ 

5 •סי^^,  fr  ex,  can  we  be  a cong  wthout  our  welcra 

thr  leaders  to  our  pulpit  & assure  them  of  our  coop 
nt  only  in  prson  of  our  Student -r  bt  that  Yth  grp, 
Yng  adits  & Yng  Marr  Cha^ura  have  a place  wth  us  he! 

6 welcm  also  rep  of  PA  Presidium: 

who  cont  to  work  Avt h"  ch  of  our  small  rel  school  bt, 
at  same  time,  a schl  in  which  we  trying  to  Ireathe 
new  life  & sense  of  dedication  as  more  yng  people 
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move  into  onr  neighbrhood 

7 e extnei  our  thnx  fr  help  & support  of  Hen ! s Clubs 
Ur,  Marso;  working  on  diff  projects  & desrve  encoiir^’ 

8 and,  of  c,  without  doubt,  the  majr  grp  frm  pt  of 
longgev  of  service  & support  rendered,  delight  to 
welcm  Reny  Smerka,  as  pres  of ^is  t fr  thr  contribut 
is  enorm  & they  have  earnd  respct  & admir  of  us  all, 

9 to  install  such  an  august  body  of  reps,  a rl  priv 
CüIsiCLUSIüN 

A General 

1 bt,  again,  as  wth  collect  in  Oxfrd,  the  e must  be  a 
person  to  unify,  organize,  allocate  & integrate  all 
the  diff  aspects  of  our  existence  & he  our  Pres , PAK 

2 have  been  very  forttuiate  in  our  sr,  leadership,^ 
*ifbr  dev,  and  apprec  of  our  talents  & worth  as  a con 

cont  under  present  l.-e-a4a.rsbii^A:,t:u-w<' 

3 Mr,  K dyiiamic,  encouraging,  wth  vision  of  fu-^re^s 

far  more  outgoing  than  we  are  today,  has  been  source 
of  strength  and  we  are  all  ij^ebted  to  him  I 

4 in  fig,  if  nt  lit,  sense,  otxrs  too  is  an  archive  ' 

which  must  be  preservd,  must  be  gtiarded  & must  be  ׳ 
assurd  a safe  & prosp  future  and  on  that  basis  those 
on  Onn  pulpit  ths  eve,  ~are  deserVing  of  installation 


Specific 

1 therefore,  those  wth  us  ths  eve,  & those  listed  on 
pamphlet  in  yr  possession,  those  wth  us  in.,  positions] 
of  authority  earlier  & those  included  as  of  ths  time! 

2 we  install  u into  yr  places  of  |bh  resnons  <5;  ask  u to| 


ame 


fr  us,  fr  yrsolves,  fr  ths  Syn,  in 


do  yr  best, 
of  Gd 

as  we  ask  u to  rise  as  ask  His  blessing  upon  u 
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Our  Torah  portion  this  week,  Ki  Teesa,  places  a great  emphasis  on 
concrete  objects.  It  details,  piece  by  piece,  items  that  are  to  be 
used  in  worship.  It  describes  the  clothing  to  be  worn  by  Aaron  and 
the  priests.  We  find  that  even  abstract  notions  are  made  concrete  in 
Ki  Teesa.  The  laws  which  the  Children  of  Israel  are  to  follow  - the 
Ten  Commandments  ־ are  written  down  on  two  tablets  of  stone. 

All  these  things  that  take  place  at  the  beginning  of  our  Torah  portion 
point  towards  one  idea  - the  notion  that  seeing  is  believing.  The 
altar,  the  utensils,  even  the  clothing  of  the  priests  are  visible  to 
the  eye.  These  objects  used  in  the  worship  of  God  are  objects  a 
person  can  come  into  contact  with.  The  Ten  Commandments,  written  on 
the  two  stone  tablets,  are  also  a visible  sign  of  the  covenant  between 
Israel  and  God.  Why  then,  when  it  is  evident  that  the  Children  of 
Israel  need  to  see  in  order  to  believe,  why  is  it  so  terrible  that 
they  have  Aaron  create  a golden  calf?  After  all,  they  are  human,  they 
are  weak,  they  must  see  to  believe.  The  Children  of  Israel  believe  in 
a divine  being,  but  they  need  to  see  this  being  to  know  that  it 
exists  . 

It  is  not  only  the  Children  of  Israel  as  a whole  who  have  this  human 
weakness.  The  great  Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  who  works  intimately 
with  God,  he  too  shows  his  human  failing.  As  you  recall,  Moses  was  on 
Mount  Sinai  receiving  the  Ten  Commandments  while  Israel  was  fashioning 
the  golden  calf.  Moses  was  the  one  who  smashed  the  tablets  when  he 
saw  Israel  worshipping  the  calf.  And  this  same  Moses  returned  to 
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Mount  Sinai  after  this  incident  to  receive  the  second  set  of  tablets. 
Yet  what  does  this  Moses  do  on  Mount  Sinai,  this  same  person  who  was 
so  angered  by  Israel's  need  to  see  a god?  Moses  too  asks  to  see  God! 
....  For  Moses  also  has  this  human  weakness,  he  too  must  see  in  order 
to  believe. 

In  our  own  day,  we  have  not  outgrown  this  need  to  see  something  in 
order  to  believe  it.  How  often  do  we  find  ourselves  stating  that  of 
course  something  is  true  ~ after  all,  we  saw  it  on  television.  And 
yet,  we  know  that  just  because  we  have  seen  something  doesn't 
necessarily  mean  that  it  is  true.  At  times  we  are  very  much  aware  of 
the  biased  nature  of  television.  In  recent  history,  the  televised 
coverage  of  Israel's  war  in  Lebanon  was  decried  by  Jewish 
organizations  for  its  bias.  But  the  common  person,  who  had  no 
background  knowledge  of  the  Middle  East,  watched  the  news  and  said 
of  course  it's  true,  I see  it  with  my  own  eyes  on  the  television 
screen. 

In  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  witnessed  a dramatic  example  of  seeing 
is  believing.  In  the  Phillipines,  Ferdinand  Marcos,  wanting  to  hold 
on  to  power,  cheated  on  the  election  results.  His  supporters  wrote 
down  the  wrong  figures  for  the  election  totals.  These  false  figures 
were  broadcast  on  state  television  so  that  everyone  could  see  the 
results  ....  Because  Mr.  Marcos  thought  that  seeing  these  false 
election  figures  would  lead  people  to  be'lieve  that  he  had  won.  What 
Mr.  Marcos  learned  is  the  same  lesson  learned  by  the  Children  of 
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Israel  in  today's  Torah  portion  ....  you  cannot  change  the  truth.  Mr. 
Marcos  and  the  Children  of  Israel  each  wanted  to  see  something,  but 
what  they  wanted  to  believe  was  a lie.  Moreover,  they  wanted  to  hide 
the  truth.  And  worst  of  all,  they  wanted  to  convince  others  that  this 
lie  was  the  truth. 

On  the  other  hand,  Moses  — in  showing  his  weakness  and  asking  to  see 
in  order  to  believe  --  was  rewarded.  Moses  did  not  try  to  create  a 
truth  to  suit  himself.  He  did  not  hide  behind  his  notion  of  the 
truth.  And,  like  the  model  leader  that  he  was,  Moses  knew  that  he 
could  not  ask  others  to  follow  where  he  himself  had  not  been.  When  he 
asked  to  see,  Moses  wanted  to  be  exposed  to  the  truth,  difficult  and 
painful  as  it  may  be.  That  is  why  he  was  rewarded.  And  it  is  Moses’ 
confidence  in  the  truth  and  in  God  that  allows  him  to  act  as  a true 
leader:  to  share  the  truth,  not  to  conceal  it.  Unlike  many  leaders 
past  and  present,  Moses  helps  his  people  overcome  their  weaknesses, 
instead  of  taking  advantage  of  their  failings.  Although  Israel  was 
punished  for  the  golden  calf,  this  incident  needed  to  occur  in  order 
for  the  people  to  truly  see  and  believe,  to  see  the  unique  qualities 
of  their  leader  Moses  and  to  believe  in  their  one  God. 


munication.  The  sentiment  expressed  by  the  author  that 
“nowhere  else  in  the  world  were  these  cities  so  gigantic  in 
their  symbolic  meaning  for  so  much  humanity,  yet  so  in- 
significant  in  purely  physical  terms,”  can  not  be  faulted. 

Still,  this  is  Zion  although  before  Zionism ! It  was 
part  of  a world  which  then,  as  later,  served  as  a focal  point 
for  the  cross  currents  of  history.  Every  nation  of  impor- 
tance  was  involved  in  Palestine:  Turkey,  Great  Britain, 
France,  Prussia,  America  and,  of  course,  Russia.  The  Crimean 
War  had  enormous  ramifications  for  that  part  of  the  world. 
Dr.  Blumberg  discusses  the  events  and  personalities  with 
good  sense  and  humor  and  we  gain  a valuable  insight  into 
the  struggles  of  the  era:  we  learn  of  the  consuls,  the  mission- 
aries  and  their  vested  interests,  the  unusual  importance  of 
translators,  the  fact  that  several  of  the  central  figures  were 
converted  Jews  and,  above  all,  we  learn  of  the  consequences 
which  so  major  an  invention  as  the  telegraph  brought  with 
it.  Earlier,  “no  sudden  shifts  of  policy  were  possible.  Because 
the  majority  of  the  population  was  illiterate,  newspapers 
played  almost  no  role  in  disseminating  information  . . . the 
old  order  ended  with  dramatic  speed  in  1844  with  the  first 
commercially  useful  telegraph  ...  A line  from  Constantin- 
ople  reached  Jaffa  in  1864.  This  was  extended  to  Jerusalem 
in  1865.” 

All  this,  of  course,  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  East 
European  immigrant,  who  sought  to  escape  the  restrictive 
and  anti -Semitic  laws  of  the  new  Czar,  Alexander  III.  It 
was  their  migration  to  Palestine  in  great  numbers  which  set 
the  tone  for  the  political  Zionism  to  come  with  the  writings 
of  Theodor  Herzl  but  a brief  decade  and  a half  into  the  fu- 
ture. 

The  years  which  summarize  this  stimulating  and  chal- 
lenging  volume  of  history  and  personalities,  1838-1880, 
bracket  a state  of  mind:  only  after  1838  was  a European 
non  Moslem  permitted  to  settle  in  Palestine  legally,  the  first 
since  the  age  of  the  Crusades.  And  1880  marked  the  last 
year  prior  to  the  massive  immigration  wave  of  Jews  to  Pales- 
tine,  now  searching  for  Zion  in  fact,  rather  than  theory. 

The  author,  in  addition  to  this  work  of  highly  com- 
mendable  scholarship,  has  included  copious  notes,  a glossary, 
a Bibliography,  and  Index.  Further,  there  is  a section  on 
secular  and  religious  leaders  who  are  listed  individually  by 
their  years  of  service,  their  country,  as  well  as  their  religious 
affiliations.  This  work,  for  its  detail  and  its  unusually  astute 
analysis,  is  to  be  recommended  not  only  to  historians  but 
to  all  who  are  interested  in  Palestine,  now  the  modern  State 
of  Israel. 

ROBERT  L.  LEHMAN,  New  York,  New  York. 

Bullchild,  Percy 
The  Sun  Came  Down 
Harper  & Row,  390p.,  $22.95 
ISBN:  0-06-250107-0 

Subtitled  “The  History  of  the  World  As  My  Blackfeet 
Elders  Told  It,”  this  is  the  bitter-sweet  renderingof  the  story 
of  earth’s  beginnings  as  remembered  by  the  Blackfeet  elders 
and  retold  here  anew  by  expert  storyteller,  Percy  Bullchild, 
a full  blood  Blackfeet  Indian.  According  to  Blackfeet  myth- 
ology  Creator  Sun  made  the  earth  from  a mud  ball,  blew  life 
into  it,  covered  it  with  a cushion  of  green  grass  and  begot 
life  in  his  own  image  from  Mother  Earth.  Creator  Sun  did 
all  this  to  “fill  in  that  empty  place  in  his  heart.” 

Each  epic  myth  recalled  by  Bullchild  seems  jammed 
with  a primitive  wholesomeness  that  engulfs  the  reader’s 
consciousness  in  the  foreign  milieu  of  this  genius  folklorist. 


Chinese  with  the  Deng  regime  and  the  principle  of  party 
rule. 

ANN  MAXWELL  HILL,  University  of  Scranton. 

Watt,  James  G.  with  Doug  Wead 
The  Courage  of  a Conservative 
Simon  & Schuster,  221  p.,  $15.95 
ISBN:  0-671-52835-1 

James  Watt,  formerly  President  Reagan’s  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  Interior,  has  reappeared  as  coauthor  of  a 
book  on  the  virtues  of  conservatism.  The  book  is  a mixture 
of  conservative  principles  and  defense  of  Mr.  Watt’s  actions 
as  a cabinet  member.  Its  thread  of  argument  runs:  excessive 
government  must  be  cleared  away  by  a conservative  moral 
counterrevolution  against  privileged  liberal  causes.  Then 
Americans  will  have  greater  freedom  and  will  resurrect  the 
values  of  our  founding  fathers. 

Mr.  Watt’s  brief,  emotion  charged  messages  on  a broad 
variety  of  issues  and  problems  are  most  convincing  in  de- 
scribing  what  has  failed  in  public  administration,  but  quite 
vague  in  explaining  how  improvements  can  be  made.  He 
states,  for  instance,  that 

We  (conservatives)  contend  that  the  vio- 
lence  in  our  society  can  be  traced  to  the 
individual’s  loss  of  moral  values  and  de- 
parture  from  the  traditional  values  and 
principles  upon  which  our  nation  was 
founded. 

As  he  describes  them,  American  failures  include:  the  crimnal 
justice  system;  equal  opportunity  for  blacks;  the  Vietnam 
War;  rights  of  the  unborn;  the  welfare  system;  nuclear  deter- 
rence;  industrial  productivity;  and  farming.  One  example: 
the  American  welfare  system  was  started  as  a temporary 
measure  to  put  the  poor  back  on  their  economic  feet,  but 
liberalism  has  allowed  welfare  to  slide  into  a lifetime  en- 
titlement  program. 

Mr.  Watt  conveys  sincerity  in  his  pronouncements  on 
America  and  its  decline  under  the  “liberal  Establishment.” 
The  effectiveness  of  the  message,  however,  would  have  gained 
credibility  if  his  personal  anecdotes  had  been  omitted.  Sever- 
al  of  the  personal  recollections  may  be  construed  as  “wound 
licking”  and  the  subject  of  Anרerican  values  is  too  important 
to  confuse  with  personalities. 

Conservatives  may  applaud  the  book.  Liberals  and 
moderates  may  be  angered  by  it.  But  the  unopinionated 
may  have  one  of  two  reactions.  They  may  be  swayed  by  its 
emotional  dimension  or  they  may  sense  its  lack  of  analytical 
trustworthiness.  Nevertheless,  the  degree  to  which  Mr.  Rea- 
gan  and  Mr.  Watt  philosophically  concur  is  probably  close, 
and  the  philosophy  of  this  book  is  therefore  powerful. 

J.  THOMAS  GILBOY , Alexandria,  Virginia. 


Blumberg,  Arnold 
Zion  Before  Zionism,  1838-1880 
Syracuse  University  Press,  249p.,  $28.00 
ISBN:  0-8156-2336-4 

This  scholarly  and  interesting  work  by  a Professor  of 
History  at  Towson  State  University,  Md.,  is  a significant 
contribution  to  a little -known  era  in  Palestine.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  19th  century,  Palestine  was  a country  left  by 
the  wayside,  with  no  roads,  with  a population  ignorant  of 
any  major  event,  using  Italian  as  the  major  language  of  com- 
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events  from  1945-1968,  and  events  from  1968  to  the  pre- 
sent.  This  division  lends  an  uneven  quality  to  the  work; 
Chafe  is  less  certain  of  the  terrain  after  1968,  his  interpre- 
tations  are  more  tentative  and  place  greater  weight  on 
ideology  than  fact. 

The  chronology  of  events  from  1 945  - 1 968  is  standard; 
the  Cold  War,  the  new  prosperity,  the  Civil  Rights  and  Wo- 
men’s  movements,  Vietnam,  and  the  triumph  of  the  Right. 
The  interpretation  is  also  fairly  standard.  Chafe  contends 
that  the  post-war  prosperity,  the  women’s  experience  dur- 
ing  the  War,  and  the  movement  of  blacks  from  the  rural 
S<.)uth  to  the  cities  of  the  industrial  North  gave  impetus  to 
the  movement  which  led  to  greater  participation  by  blacks 
and  women  in  the  mainstream  of  American  life.  During  the 
’60’s  we  began  to  re-evaluate  our  national  values  and  to  look 
to  the  future  and  our  place  in  it.  The  years  prior  to  1968 
were  probably  the  apex  of  political  and  social  change. 

Vietnam  may  not  be  a genuine  watershed,  but  it  was 
a crucial  moment  in  our  history.  It  demonstrated  that  the 
question  of  guns  vs.  butter  is  not  one  which  is  easily  an- 
swered.  Further,  it  pointed  to  a dilemma  which  has  con- 
fronted  this  nation  since  1945;  do  we  wish  to  remain  aloof 
from  foreign  affairs  or  exercise  the  prerogatives  of  a world 
power.  This  dilemma  was  not  answered  in  1968  and  is  still 
unresolved. 

Following  the  Nixon  victory  in  1968  Chafe  becomes 
more  subdued,  his  interpretations  more  speculative  and  less 
vital.  The  book  goes  downhill  fast;  it  is  possible  to  see  the 
difference  in  the  treatment  of  subsequent  events.  He  is  at  a 
loss  to  explain  the  revival  of  the  Right  and  the  decline  of 
the  New  Deal  coalition,  especially  in  the  person  of  Richard 
Nixon.  He  is  also  unable  to  account  for  the  failure  of  the 
Civil  Rights  and  Women’s  movements  to  sustain  their  earlier 
progress.  At  this  point  Chafe  becomes  more  selective  in  the 
events  he  discusses. 

The  myth  surrounding  John  F.  Kennedy  is  dealt  with 
decisively.  He  concedes  JFK  to  be  a man  of  the  Center,  more 
desirous  of  maintaining  a foreign  policy  consensus  than  push  - 
ing  social  reform:  that  would  have  to  wait  until  the  second 
term.  His  assessment  of  Kennedy’s  presidency  is  fair  and  ac- 
curate.  Yet,  what  he  takes  away  from  Jack  Kennedy  he  more 
than  makes  up  for  in  his  treatment  of  Bobby  Kennedy,  whom 
he  practically  canonizes.  He  ignores  the  fact  that  both  men 
were  cut  from  the  same  cloth. 

Richard  Nixon  is  treated  very  cautiously;  this  is  a mine- 
field  which  must  be  negotiated  carefully.  Watergate  is  dis- 
missed  in  quick  fashion,  which  is  probably  as  it  should  be, 
and  it  is  allowed  that  Nixon  made  some  contributions  in 
foreign  policy,  notably  with  respect  to  China  and  disarma- 
ment.  Later,  this  is  taken  away  when  Chafe  ascribes  these 
successes  to  base  motives  and  insinuates  they  should  not 
count.  Aren’t  you  glad  we  still  have  Nixon  to  kick  around? 
Ronald  Reagan  is  viewed  as  more  of  the  same,  and  worse. 

The  demise  of  the  Left  and  the  disintegration  of  the 
Democratic  Party  leaves  our  author  stumped.  He  cites  lack 
of  support  from  the  national  government,  poor  organization 
among  blacks  and  women,  and  back  lash  from  the  debate 
over  Communism  for  the  halt  in  progress  on  social  reform. 
And  he  lamely  cites  the  defection  of  traditional  allies  to  the 
Republican  Party  for  the  failure  of  the  Democrats.  This  is 
inadequate:  for  a propagandist  this  might  suffice,  but  not 
for  a professional  historian.  Fully  to  understand  this  period 
it  is  necessary  to  understand  and  account  for  the  consider- 
able  reservoir  of  conservational  (with  a small  “c”)  and  patri- 
otic  sentiment  in  this  country.  There  is  a “silent  majority.” 
Liberal  historians  and  commentators  ignore  this  group,  pre- 


For  Bullchild  succeeds  at  the  impossible  and  welcomes  the 
Whiteman  to  view  the  secrets  of  Blackfeet  origins  through 
Indian  eyes.  The  peculiar  characters  of  Creator  Sun,  Raw- 
man,  Snakeman,  ^vered  Leg  Woman,  Mudman,  Ribwoman 
and  Mother  Earth  are  brought  to  life  and  made  believable 
by  this  expert  storyteller.  The  unadulterated  lyricism  of 
Bullchild’s  verse  can  be  seen  in  the  following  sample; 

Creator  Sun  walked  with  the  Mudman 
Son  and  his  wife,  the  Ribwoman.  Even  the 
newcomer,  Mudman’s  and  Ribwoman’s 
creation,  came  along.  It  was  a happy  life 
for  all  of  them  at  that  time.  This  was  on- 
ly  the  beginning  of  time  for  humans  and 
there  were  only  three  of  them  on  Mother 
Earth. 

The  entrancing  beauty  of  Bullchild’s  verse  creates, 
within  the  sensitive  person,  a completeness  and  not  a mere 
reconstruction  of  Blackfeet  mythology.  We  are  assured  by 
Bullchild  that  the  life  of  mankind  began  in  North  America 
“and  spread  elsewhere  in  the  world.”  He  readily  admits  that 
the  Whiteman  sees  things  differently  if  only  to  justify  his 
historic  outright  rape  of  Indian  lands  and  resources.  After 
all,  the  Whiteman  is  continually  trying  to  “disprove”  the 
Native  Americans’  “original  ownership”  of  the  Americas. 

Wliy  do  we  now  have  this  invaluable  piece  of  folklore 
from  a 67  year  old  Indian  from  Browning,  Montana?  Bull- 
child’s  answer  is  simply  that  he  is  bit  ter  over  the  whiteman’s 
false  revision  of  Native  American  history.  True  history, 
claims  Bullchild,  comes  from  the  heart  and  is  better  handed 
down  orally.  However,  in  our  modern  technological  age  the 
doubting  minds  of  the  young  Natives  no  longer  intently  lis- 
ten  to  their  elders.  Bullchild  poignantly  notes  that  the  “oral 
prehistory  of  us  Natives  is  dying  away  and  being  forgotten.” 
Thus,  his  attempt  to  salvage  a remnant  of  truth  for  the 
doubting  younger  generation  and  to  leave  an  authentic 
record  of  Native  origins  for  posterity.  Perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant  reason  Bullchild  wrote  down  his  rich  oral  tradition 
was  to  recapture  the  true  essence  of  Native  religion- a relig- 
ion  condemned  by  the  white  missionaries  as  mere  supersti- 
tion.  He  believes  the  Natives  lost  the  one  true  commandment 
handed  down  to  the  Blackfeet  elders  at  the  origin  of  crea- 
tion  by  Creator  Sun -“Be  honest  to  life  and  to  all  life.”  And 
that  is  just  what  Bullchild  is  trying  to  do  in  his  work.  Thanks 
to  him  the  rich  legends  and  myths  of  the  Blackfeet  are  not 
forgotten.  He  captures  the  essence  of  old  Blackfeet  story- 
tellers  like  Yellow  Kidney,  Weasel  Tail,  Cut  Nose  After  Buf- 
falo  and  his  grandmother  Catches  Last.  Bullchild  has  not 
betrayed  his  elders.  The  Sun  Came  Down  is  an  honest  resur- 
rection  of  the  spirit. 

FREDERICK  J.  STEFON  teaches  history  and  American 
Studies  at  The  Pennsylvania  State  University,  Wilkes-Barre 
Campus. 

Chafe,  William  H. 

The  Unfinished  Journey 

Oxford  University  Press,  528p.,  $24.95 

ISBN:  0-19-503639-5 

William  Chafe’s  book,  subtitled  “America  Since  World 
War  II,”  is  a chronicle  of  the  transformation  of  America  dur- 
ing  that  time,  using  race,  class,  and  gender  to  gauge  change 
and  measure  progress.  It  is  hampered  from  the  beginning  by 
its  narrow  focus  and  the  liberal  bias  it  places  on  interpreta- 
tion.  It  is  almost  an  alibi  book,  and  it  certainly  is  also  an 
unfinished  journey.  Chafe  divides  the  book  into  two  parts. 
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Dintenfass,  Mark 
A Loving  Place 

Wtlliani  Morrow  & Co.,  287  p. , 91-7. 95 
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I have  rarely  felt  such  ambivalence  as  when  reading  this  novel.  I 
could  not  decide  whether  to  laugh  or  cry;  whether  this  was  one  of  the  most 
delightful  novels  or  one  of  the  most  depressing.  But  one  conclusion  is 
certain:  the  author  presents  a slice  of  life  as  it  is  being  experienced  in 
our  time  by  that  vast  group  of  Jewish  Senior  Citizens  who  have  moved  from 
the  difficulties  of  urban  life  to  the  tranquil  setting  of  sun  and  warmth  and 
self-contained  residential  communities  which  are  synonymous  with  Florida. 

The  only  intrusions  are.  first,  children  and  grandchildren  and,  secondly, 
memories.  The  former  are  a problem  but  they  go  away  after  a while.  In 
Murray’s  case,  while  his  wife  of  over  fifty  years  is  concerned  with  feeding 
the  visitors  and  worrying  about  their  travels  by  car  in  unfamiliar  territory 
and  late  at  night,  he  notes  the  many  subtle  nuances  of  relationship  between 
son  and  daughter-in-law,  the  younger  parents  and  their  children,  the 
attitude  developed  which  are  quite  different  from  those  he  had  inherited 
from  his  parents  and  had  attempted  to  implant  in  his  offspring.  Grandchildren 
also,  except  for  certain  instances  depicted  in  the  movies, .seem  no  longer  to 

respect  their  elders! 

But  Murray  and  Irene  must  live  in  the  present  or  else  they  die.  She  is 
continuing  a life  on  the  telephone  but  he  remembers  the  past.  The  memories, 
triggered  by  certain  events,  form  the  bulk  of  this  novel.  Murray  used  to 
have  a thriving  business  until  the  neighborhood  changed;  he  had  his  place  in 
the  sun  when  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  at  his  Instigation,  actually  came  to  Montgomery 
Street  many  years  ago,  but,  after  that,  Brooklyn  and  its  Inhabitants  were 
never  the  same  again.  A chance  meeting  brings  together  the  "old  gang"  at  a 
local  Chinese  Restaurant  in  Florida.  Memories  are  exchanged,  nostalgia  is 

forced  than  teal,  the  quiet  is  disturbed.  Murray, 


evoked,  laughter  is  more 
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who  lives  with  the  guilt  of  once  having  an  affair  with  Mary  Mallone,  discovers 
not  only  that  she  has  been  dead  for  years  but  that  it  makes  little  difference. 
Irene,  whom  he  looks  at  seriously  from  time  to  time,  and  does  not  know  whether 
to  love  or  loath,  will  continue  in  her  ways  and  so  will  he. 

"A •Loving  Place"  is  contemporary  life;  whether  good  or  bad  or  simply 
neutral  must  be  left  to  the  reader  who  may  have  his  own  Murray  and  Irene 
living  somewhere  in  the  "sun-belt"  or,  even  worse,  may  find  that  he  is  one 
part  of  the  couple!  Perhaps  in  my  advanced  middle  age,  I should  not  have  been 
asked  to  write  this  review;  would  an  elderly  Florida  resident  have  seen  this 
novel  with  different  eyes?  Probably  so;  all  I am  moved  to  say,  having  read  and 
felt  with  these  people:  is  that  all?  Is  that  all  there  is?  Is  this  the  end 
result  of  life?  At  the  risk  of  incurring  the  wrath  of  all  retired  New  Yorkers 
in  the  south,  I can  not  make  my  peace  with  these  empty  people. 

Robert  L.  Lehman, 
living  in  New  York  City 
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Blumberg,  Arnold 

Zion  Before  Zionism,  1838  - 1880 
Syracuse  University  Press,  234p. , $28.00 

This  scholarly  and  interesting  work  by  a Professor  of  History  at 
Towson  State  University,  Md.,  is  a significant  contribution  to  a little- 
known  era  in  Palestine,  before  the  advent  of  modern  day  events.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  19th  century^  Palestine  was  a country  left  by  the 
wayside,  with  no  roads,  with  a population  ignorant  of  any  major  event, 
using  Italian  as  the  major  language  of  communication.  The  sentiment 
expressed  by  the  author  that  "nowhere  else  in  the  world  were  these 

gigantic  in  their  symbolic  meaning  for  so  much  humanity,  yet 
so  insignificant  in  purely  physical  terms’*,  can  not  be  faulted. 

Still,  this  is  Zion  although  before  Zionism!  It  was  partT  of  a 
world  which  then,  as  later,  served  as  a focal  point  for  the  cross 
currents  of  history.  Every  nation  of  importance  was  involved  in 
Palestine:  Turkey,  Great  Britain,  France,  Prussia,  America  and,  of 
course,  Russia,  with  the  Crimean  War  having  enormous  ramifications  for 
that  part  of  the  world.  Dr.  Blumberg  discusses  the  events  and  personalities 
with  good  sense  and  humor  and  we  gain  a valuable  insight  into  the  struggles 
of  the  era:  we  learn  of  the  consuls,  the  missionaries  and  their  vested 
interests,  the  unusual  importance  of  translators,  the  fact  that  several  of  the 
central  figures  were  converted  Jews  and,  above  all,  we  learn  of  the  conse- 
cjuences  which  so  major  an  invention  as  the  telegraph  brought  with  it. 

no  sudden  shifts  of  policy  were  possible.  Because  the  majority 
of  the  population  was  illiterate,  newspapers  played  almost  no  role  in 
disseminating  information  ...  the  old  order  ended  with  dramatic  speed  in 
1844  with  the  first  commercially  useful  telegraph  ...  A line  from 
Constantinople  reached  Jaffa  in  1864.  This  was  extended  to  Jerusalem  in 
1865.  The  course  of  International  politics  had  changed  the  destiny  of 


i 
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Palestine  forever. 

All  this,  of  coursE^  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  East  European  immigrant, 
who  sought  to  escape  the  restrictive  and  anti- Semitic  laws  of  the  new  Czar, 
Alexander  III,  It  was  their  migration  to  Palestine  in  greatnumbers  which 
set  the  tone  for  the  political  Zionism  to  come  with  the  writings  of  Theodor 
Herzl  but  a brief  decade  and  a half  into  the  future. 

The  years  which  summarize  this  stimulating  and  challenging  volume 
of  history  and  personalities,  1838  1880 ־  bracket  a state  of  mind:  only 
after  1838  was  a European  non  Moslem  permitted  to  settle  in  Palestine 
legally,  the  first  since  the  age  of  the  Crusades,  And  1880  marked  the 
last  year  prior  to  the  massive  immigration  wave  of  Jews  to  Palestine, 
now  searching  for  Zion  in  fact,  rather  than  theory. 

The  author,  in  addition  to  this  work  of  highly  commendable  scholarship, 

has  included  copious  notes,  a glossary,  a Bibliography,  an  Index  , Further, 

there  is  a section  on  secular  and  religious  leaders  who  are  listed 

individually  by  their  years  of  service,  their  country,  as  well  as  their 

religious  affiliations.  This  work,  for  its  detail  and  its  unusually 

astute  analysis,  is  to  be  recommended  not  only  to  historians  but  to  all  who 

are  interested  in  Palestine,  now. the  modern  State  of  Israel, 

Robert  L.  Lehman 
New  York,  New  York 
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A few  days  ago,  as  I was  standing  in  line  at  the  bank,  there  was  an 
incident  which  caught  my  attention.  As  always,  the  line  was  quite 
long.  At  the  teller's  window  was  a young  woman.  In  addition  to 

I 

taking  care  of  a number  of  transactions,  she  was  also  trying  to  calm  a 
crying  child.  Naturally,  this  took  up  time  and  created  impatience 
among  those  waiting  in  line.  An  elderly  woman  in  line  commented 
loudly:  "These  young  people  are  always  thinking  of  themselves.  Some 
of  us  have  errands  to  run  and  don't  have  the  time  to  stand  and  wait." 

After  leaving  the  bank  I went  across  the  street  to  the  supermarket. 

Needless  to  say,  there  was  a long  line  at  the  check-out  counter.  This  ■j 

time  the  person  holding  up  the  line  was  an  elderly  woman,  slowly  i 

counting  out  the  money  she  was  giving  the  cashier.  A student, 
standing  behind  me,  remarked:  "these  old  folks  don't  even  care  that 

i 

some  of  us  are  in  a hurry." 

What  these  two  incidents  show  is  that  impatience  and  lack  of 
courteousy  have  no  age  limit.  Unfortunately,  the  two  incidents  were 
not  isolated.  Among  people  I know  I have  heard  disparaging  remarks 

N 

from  young  about  old  and  vice  versa. 

In  congregations  with  which  I have  been  associated,  there  is  a common 
complaint  about  dues.  Young  families  maintain  that  dues  are  unfairly 
high,  and  that  it  is  the  older,  established  members  of  the 
congregation  who  can  afford  the  cost.  They  disregard  the  fact  that 


many  of  these  older  members  live  only  on  the  money  earned  from  pension 
and  social  security  checks.  The  older  members,  on  the  other  hand. 


complain  that  dues  are  high,  and  that  it  is  the  young  working  people 
who  can  afford  them.  They  forget  the  financial  burden  of  raising  a 
f ami ly . 

I am  happy  to  say  that  at  this  congregation  I have  not  heard  such 
complaints.  But  there  still  is  a problem  here.  Although  such 
complaints  have  been  absent,  there  is  a great  deal  of  anxiety 
present.  And  again,  this  anxiety  takes  the  form  of  old  versus  young, 
and  young  against  the  elderly.  For  example,  there  is  the  fear  that  an 
influx  of  young  people  will  take  over,  and  leave  our  older  members 
forgotten.  There  is  a fear  among  some  that  teenage  events  will 
naturally  result  in  physical  destruction.  There  is  the  fear  that  the 
presence  of  young  families  will  be  too  disruptive.  On  the  other  side, 
there  is  the  fear  that  suggestions  for  change  will  be  viewed  as  a 
take-over  attempt.  There  is  the  fear  that  having  fun  will  be 
interpreted  as  rowdiness.  And,  although  I know  it  is  unfounded,  I 
know  that  there  is  the  fear  that  bringing  children  to  services  will 
cause  resentment  in  others  on  account  of  the  children's  noise. 

■V 

Unlike  the  complaints  which  I have  mentioned,  the  a f or e -men t i on ed 
anxieties  can  take  constructive  forms.  Some  of  these  misgivings  have 
already  resulted  in  action.  As  you  know,  at  the  Hebrew  Tabernacle,  we 
attempt  to  take  into  account  the  needs  of  members  of  all  ages.  There 
is  great  concern  here  about  the  groups  for  younger  people  at  our 
Temple,  and  there  are  few  obstacles  in  running  functions  for  these 
groups.  Just  last  week  we  had  our  first  family  Shabbat  service  of  the 
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These  services  are  unlike  any  you  have  ever  attended.  They  are 


y ear  . 


noisy,  with  children  constantly  interrupting  the  service.  There  are 
children  running  around  the  room.  Our  Torah  reading  is  acted  out  with 
toys.  And  our  service  is  short  - because,  as  you  know,  children  feel 
no  hesitation  about  letting  you  know  when  they  have  had  enough. 


Of  course,  you  are  certainly  all  aware  of  the  success  of  the  many 
programs,  such  as  the  Open  Mind,  which  exist  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
established  members  of  our  community. 


These  are  just  two  examples  of  how  this  congregation  shows  its  concern 
towards  the  community. 


ר־ 


We  constantly  hear  how  this  neighborhood  is  changing,  how  more  young 
people  are  moving  in.  In  my  apartment  building  there  is  great 
excitement  because  soon  there  will  be  three  babies  in  the  house.  A 
year  ago  there  were  none.  Our  young  adult,  family  and  youth  groups 
exist  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  these  people  who  are  moving  into 
Washington  Heights,  while  the  more  established  groups  at  the  Temple^ 

s 

such  as  the  Sisterhood  and  the  Men's  Club,  serve  the  needs  of  our  main 
congregat ion  . 


While  all  of  these  groups  serve  an  important,  albeit  particular, 
function,  this  is  not  enough;  since  the  .danger  with  these  groups  is 
that  the  families  keep  to  themselves,  the  young  adults  keep  to 
themselves,  the  teenagers  keep  to  themselves,  and  the  main 
congregation  keeps  to  itself.  Each  group  misses  out  on  the  enrichment 


it  could  receive  from  interaction  with  the  others. 


Although  I appreciate  what  this  Temple  has  done  for  its  various 
members,  I feel  that  we  all  need  to  do  more.  And  the  action  that  must 
be  taken  is  not  wWW  other  groups  but  WtijldM  them.  And  this  is  what  I 
mean  by  young  and  old  working  together.  We  must  all  reach  out  to 
those  younger,  or  older  than  ourselves  and  let  them  know  that,  despite 
the  apprehensions  we  may  have,  we  still  need  each  other  in  order  to 
form  a healthy  community. 

Next  time  you  meet  your  new  neighbors  in  the  hallway,  don't  just  say 
hello,  invite  that  new  family  in  your  apartment  building  to  attend  our 
services.  If  you  know  a family  that  belongs  to  this  congregation,  but 
does  not  attend,  invite  them  - and  assure  them  that  it's  all  right  to 
bring  the  children.  I also  hope  that  you  will  attend  our  family 
services  which  are  intended  for  children  of  all  ages. 

If  you  are  new  to  this  neighborhood  and  congregation,  you  should  know 
that  you  are  welcome  here.  But  appreciate  the  traditions  deeply 
rooted  here.  New  ideas  are  welcome,  but  you  should  be  aware  that  the 
community  cannot  change  overnight  to  suit  your  personal  needs.  Your 
suggestions  must  be  able  to  co-exist  with,  and  be  supportive  of  the 
community  as  a whole. 

I know  that  the  anxieties  which  I mentioned  before  are  real,  and 
eventually  one  of  them  will  come  true.  Eventually,  there  will  be  a 
misunderstanding,  a disagreement  between  the  generations  - both  sides 
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Line ln,  Wash  & King  Bdays. 


A General 

fr  us  Am,  ths  2ud  w;c  of  Keb  always  had  some  spec  de 
sign,  espec  fr7,^^last  50  yrs;  trad:  ׳ Brt h^d^ek‘ 
recall  partic  in  th^se  annual  rituals  sponsord  by 
NAACP  as  well  as  NCCJ ; may  still  be  obs  in  some  pla 
bt  Ive  nt  been  askd  to  partic  fr  many  yrs 
conditiןזns,  rea^ns,  situations  changd  wth  onset  of 
CvR  Movement;  latr  protests  re  VN  & Watrgate 

made  ob*erv  of  BWk  almost  an  anachronism 
Specific 

recently,  howevr,  ths  wk  bracketed  by  Lincln  & GW 
brthdays  came  ba^c  iVtto  vogue  bee  of  add  b celebrat 
which  was  obsrvd  in  full  measure  ths  yr  fr  first  ti 

status,  by  act  of  Congress;  as 
only  10th  j־wfe*^P^)bserv  \fedj^ral) 
dp,  Eastr,  '■^'hanks  & Vet  Bayj 
nt  made  fed  till  80  yrs  aftr  hs 


B 


yrs,  while  L xuily  celeb  in 


status  1 

d,  a majr  achievemen 


nevr  ach 
yr^  aftr 


3 MLK  b achieved  natl 
consequence,  became 
(wth  NYs,  X,  Labr,  I 
3 interesti4׳^:ly , GW  b 
d;  Coliarab  Bay  tk  179 


actually 

18 


States  & 


4 thus.  Kings,  b, 
BODY 


A ¥ISDM  OF  HOLIDAY 
1 u surely  aware  of 

& 


I & even  m !-׳-י׳! 
^f  c,  nt  King  & 
3'״Those  who  K: 
pol  motivated 
argue  vs  it 

Is  e J I ׳(!•  c i utty 


controv  surround  effrtg  to  malce  K 
a ntl  holiday  &,  fr  most  part,  nt  rooted  in  racial 
isstaes,  I think  we  have  gone  past  that  pt  in  time 
on  6Ä•  hand,  those  pro  K:  nd  to  remeinbr  the  strugg 
fr  while  GW  & L have'־־advant age  of  having  held  pubic 
office,  highest  in  land,  K nevr  had  such  recognitio 
^even  in  DC,  monuments  include  GW,  AL  & Jeff  bt, 

no  majr  monujnent  being  plannd  eithr 
see  holiday  as  no  more, no  lessjfchan 
gesture  nt  acceptd  by  whole  land, 
since  MLK  already  forgotten  by  blck 
who  ought  to  recall,  him  the  most 
and.  on  much  less  e levated* plane : dont  nA  anothr 
holiday;  nd  more  work,  more  schooling^,  etc 
& anyway  where  will  money  come  from.  Cant  affrd  iti 
whatever,  made  iri* 1983 ״  bt  then  only  on  pap 

er;  frra  Reagn  down,^»^'  nt  ebthus  or  co:1v1nced/& 
tk  effrt  of  many  to  obtain  basics:  office  space,  p» 
funds  & 0 staff  to  plan  an  event  of  natl  sign 

King  prvd  to  be  as  complic  a person  in 
and  proper  way  to  mark  aruiiv  of  his  b, 
example  of  mixd  emotions  his  name(11fe 
THE  MAN 

wherein  lie  the  c11״.pllcatl11״s  of  the  man7;^IIe  il’oes 
nt  hav.tluxury  of  belnj:  r f־™  us  by  a oe^^^  or 

more  as  Mi)  Linclfh  and  Wash;  import  factor! 


d as  in  life 
just  one  mr 
calld  fo  for 

.lie  croeS 


B 


coniiirunity  nt 
n;  society,  נ 
I K spoke  of 
jr  conflict  ו 
f Kansas  Cit; 

he  pleaded 
nied  place  o 
, nevr  reconc 
Lrae  &■  holiday 
raairch  to  Se 
il  -ן  TMH  h am  • N 


that 
been 
s:  f 


u 
nfl 
r p 
lit 


bt.  rat  her, •־!fill*  iii"  > , ־׳ ־ 

3  already  had  occas  to  reinark  that  when  he  retrnd  frm 
Oslo,  media  made  it  appear  that  life  was  over^bt,  o 
c ths  far  frm  the  case•  What  did  he  do  then  , 


4  ^here^ir^ still"  tTte  t^e  signiflcajit  achieve, nnt 
a-  he  was  in  Memph  to  waik  wth  the  gaj^age  men  of 
that  city  who  were  largely  black  & in  demeaning  p 
sition:  he  came  there  to  talce  up  thr  cause  & he  d 
b-second  idsue  related  to  Kings  utterance  re  VNam  f 
he  was  one  of  those  who  spoke  vs 

popular  tog  wth  Ab  Joshu^tk  !r^hel  & bt 

bt  especially  K,were  villt|ied  by  entire  bstab^is^ 
c-last  issue  was  that  he  mobilized  his  people  to  re- 
gister  to  vote,  despite  enorm  odds,  if  you  recall 
iViicrfcan  ui^aval  in  the  1960s.  ! 

wh^ver  u see  a bl  ® ״ /waV’ 

S  and  el®®^i®Vwo'Sd  ut'^have^’Seen  po^i  wt!נout  him. 
is  the  source  ^ would  11נד  nave סע י 


CONCLUSION 

A Geberal  , ■ 

1 wonder  how  many  of  ns  recall  truj.y  what  it  v/as  liko^ 
recall  Ckla  City  incident  when  went  to  bl  watr  f t 1 

2 recall  as  well  segreg  in  Armd  !:^^ces,  furore  when  M 
-^drson  nt  permit td  to  sing  in  ^onst  Hall  in  DC,  am 
still  stirrd  by  voice  of  King  & am  deeply  touched 
bv  itiscript  on  tombstone,  talien  frra  Negro  soirxtual^^ 

3 ״free  at  last,  free  at  last,  thanlc  Gd  A!״!  free  at 

B Specific  , . ! י 

ו Kinf's  b.  therefore,  deserves  to  be  observd;  obvious 

he  nt  in  heritage  of  ^es,  such  as  L & G¥,  bt  he  _al-  j 
teros^  face  of  A,nerica,  rfrr! M Lדz..u^  11■  ' « ^ ^  ן וח ף 

2 his  life  & achievements  did  nt  end  wth  Nbel 

only  servd  to  spur  him  on  to  othr  concerns,  just  as  ן 

vital  to  well  being  of  our  comitiry 
ר ajid.  as  a result,  today  we  aie  ^t  S_^rica,  with 
all  that  ths  implies*  P.U  UÜ  jnir  gTmn  vrn יוי ו ו»ז, ז  n1e:n.>־■ 


otiütm  g-■-  — — 

4 in  othr  words,  we  have  learnd  to  live  wth  one 

er•  perhaps  nt  always  graciously  bt  we  ^ so  and  it 
isdue,  over  the  course  of  the  generations,  to  G 
in  whose  admin  Bill  of  ^Hghts  was  adapted^ 

5 who  issued  Emanc  Proclamation  and  who  set  in 

the  pattern  that  ours  was  to  be  a nation  of 

6 Sl^r^in  our  time,  MLK^t  only  won^'Prize  bt  sl^i^d 
his  vision  wth  us  and  we  are  the  better  bee  of  it.  , 
His  name,  along  wth  the  heroes  & greats  of  our  na- 
tion,  is  and  will  always  be  a source  of  bless  to  us 

Amen. 


Hob.  ׳i-lab.,  Frid,  Feb.  14,  1986 


, "LAW  & RABiilNIC  JUDAISM" 


INTRODUUT 
A General 

1 fr  past  4 mo,  ever  since  s¥ra,  been  reading  ,^stories! 
start  wth  creation  & later  embracing  all  the  "grts" 
of  our  trajkiition 

2 am  referring  to  ptoi^y  of  development  of  our  people, 
frm  begimiings  to  moment  of  Rev  at  *inai , 

3 at  that  pt , however,  a cliange  occurs:  the  lOCs  are 
no  longer  a'*story'^in  themselves;  rathr,  a series  of 
laws,  com  andments,  injunctions 

4 & frm  that  time  on,  mood  of  I changes i 
B Specific 

1 what  we  have  frm  now  on  are  laws : all  of  the  rest  o; 
Ex  & cert  Lev/ and  while  Numb  ־&.  T)  cont  the  story  of 
the  people,  sti^^l  marv^jiore  laws  to  govern  lives 

2 that,  of  c,  ^ 2 the  peo; 

are  being  indoctrinated  and  edu£Ated  as  to  how  they 
must  live  in  "tlie  time  to  come״'^»  they  cross  Jrdan  Rj 
and  prepaij^e  to  enter  PL^id, 

3 how  to  conduct  /^f-^iimse  Ives , how  to  treat  enemies,  hw 
to  worship,  what  to  do  re  phys  needs  and  health  as- 
poets  of  thr  daily  lives:  all  part  of  the  laws 

Ae— fproid  ־TB  ftl  L ־ui’  LiKi  beg  wth  T road  ths  wk. 

4^'thevery  "Mishpoitim"  = ordinances,  judgements 

opens  ths  wks  section־|Ä'^Meb  slave  goes  m»  to  pro- 
sumptions  of  guilt  & innoc,  spks  of  an  animal  hurtn§ 
a htmian  being,  and  the  more  pop  la''^  vs  gossip:  shall 
nt  utter  a false  report^i  in  add  to 

5 feo^'nt  follow  mult  to , cl^^^evil''which  can  be  applied  ir 
all  too  many  inst anc^s^^t ^ "nt  seethe  kid"  = Kashi'txt. 

6 in  brief,  we  spk  here  of  whole,  range  of  hx-im  experier 

ßQPY  ~ Tif^ , w-t-t  t . ׳ 


contrastje : we  are  used 


a.'p^  / o f 


xhc 


A BACKGRND 


hat  we  have  then  is 


w 


to  g^le,  easily  flowing  narratxve  of  bible  heroes 
^ & suddenly  are  confronted  wth  txnyielding  laws  & Cs 
12  ,ן^חר  — wt I !־t , — in — liar  i Liin — «י« — hi.  !100,016־  deיg־ 


tlo  al  »ך — values 


1 ±י  I I »D  IX_L  O I 

re  lomfll 

nי * ־*־  — rייnn  O »-T 


— ool  it  1)11־ 11 ויז«ו  Ji» 

ordtf  c — b־t 


i.iaY-f-■  -rfirnirt  in 


o f— 1 aw 


׳tl>o  eonee 


*־^.valon 


thus,  dichotomy  exists  *»*׳  fiiily 
•jmd  & if^hs  leads  to  confusion 
we  seem  to  waver  between  Law  & 


can  well  apprec  it: 
law,  farm  stories  to 
precise  prohib,  frm  evolving  situations  or  change  tc| 

unifoirmity  of  conduct  in  life  '''''־ — ^ 

9 ft  ?TUiauh! 


fn  Vin  riiiiiii  tir 
may  nt  recogn  them  precisely  in  anc  txt 

much  a part  of  J life ״םמ ז 
rooted  in  basic 


ד1*מ־ 


we 


!these  see/saw 

s'  MBd  all  the  more*so/|a^B  they  _ 

diff  of  ap{־>roach  between  ortho  and  ref  Jud/  rabbin 

^7־*״  


ii 


RAl^BINIC  JUDAJ-bM  H 

rabb  J is  what  we  mt  wth  pr  e d  וח ס  in  an  on  world 

fr^it  is  synonym  wth  ortho;  it  is  type  of  Jud  Ivs 

the  law  & oftn  ^myi^ld  in  Uesn  & I 

all  ths  came  into  being  dur  MA.ges  via  , P ^ ■ 

SHAruch  so  that  rabbis  cld  evolve  a system  of  law  ■ 
co^ct  which  wld  keep  the 

munity  together  & give  It  soiirce  of  spirit  strengt  ■ 
tL  «i*-  view  espec  pertinent  when  ^ 

^hetC^wLre  study  & concern  fr  Kehila  were  _ primage  j 

-^.^.nerirtr.:j  to  stky,  rj:Ä1:“^־;^:tTfrg1 

ro7ndi:^"arTa1־Sr1i״^.™P-;״hich״studyi״^ 
on  altrnate  M eves,  has  phrase 

which  is  to  say!  to  enclose  our 5"־ ״^  I 

' iר^ works\^  romarlOTle  fas_1  ,,alll 

may  nt  doNthings  on  S:  bid  fn^>־r  cio  any  , ן 

beynd  tirt^bt  in  Dark  & MedievlJ 

׳ T׳  d ihe  prp^tWa  work  on  h Into  39  majrl 

parlayed  the  & frm  these  39  managed  1 

catagorif^sof  ^ work  wthin  ghetto  comumtJ 

to  growth,  of  evolution  of 

7  ״ף * ־־ ־  a V of  life  has  no  relation- 

:hrp״?j>^rm״lt״udeXf  laws  found 

?,  oS-<^t  pt.  conflict  is\at  between  rabb  & lib  J._ 
LI ni’uüÄL  A־l  ii. נ S  4 ״-  n-F  r.11r  read 

" ;־x^  o^Vtr,”  :k!'is®ofc"itt?״/״f  Ju-1  I  ־ ־p—״״ 

״ hoes  wfnd  f1:m־nt  of  in- 

" :״p°Iirffet:L  ?ס  mt^e  our  herbage  valuable  to  u־ 
h whe^  spk  of  building  a.^ce  ar  f /in  order 

^ to  protect  ±Ti  danger  also:  that  f®""“ . 

import  than  actual  P^°P®^*^  p ^'outside  influence 
4 further,  that  as  ״ ®k  *o  Iteep  ^ __ 

away  frm  what  is  within  *»ht  ^ precioui 

influence ״ ״  «»at  ״ that  what  u treasure 

צ reve  se,  of  , world  outside,  that  what 

cant  mys  e ,,  •tifle  and  stuiify  nt  on:ly  im. 

ibS^^remaf^constalXfr  c־nt״r-fe  but;  lnh|bit 

Sjfa^eTs  ^ ־mot.  psych  & spiritual  growth  oc^ 

— t.iiwli  liadl^icni . AW 

r < I w£ 


^ type  ofT  I ^^ant  to  os- 
dont  know  ^onfortSble  wth  it  as  a mod 

!:rilv^ng^a^^end  h’^c^nt , being  governed  by 


iii 

set  of  laws  hTTinc  rinirTimrrirr 500 111■ ^ ״  to  1000  yrs  old. 

The  fence  which  protects,  also  inhibits,  stifles. 

CONCLUSION 

A General 

1 perhaps’  whole  idea  of  contrast  between  strict  legal- 
ism  of  rabb  Jud  & our  approach  can  be  illustrated  b> 

educ  of  children 

2 in  Yeshiva,  little  ones  begin  study  of  trad  nt  wth 
bible  stories  of  Gen,  as  we  might  teach  otfr  kids  in 
Rel  Schl,  bt  with  Lev;  laws  of  sac,  in  case  Moshiah 
comes  & Temple  is  rebuilt.  i'hey  to  be  prepared  & 
knowledgeable  fr  proper  manner  of  sac  worship 

3 we,  on  othr  hand,  wld  never  think  of  teach  Lev  even 
in  best  of  circumstances  bt,  instead,  conoent^ate 

on  message  of  prophets;  Mica,  Arnos,  Isa  teaching 
about  social  ethics  & lobbying  fr  proper  conduct 

4 obv,  these  two  approaches  nt  mutually  exclusive  bt 

Oft  dl  approach  so  diff,  that  they 

viewed  as  being  on  opp  sides  of  fence  & we  react  on_ 
that  premise 

5 can  be  seen  once  again  re  r^bb  training;  in  Yesh  th 
whole  course  of  study  relates  to  Talm  & very  Ittle 
re  Tanach;  the  latLer  is  considered  "imderstood" 

6 on  othr  hand,  we  spent  five  yrs  on  ־^anach  & but  If  ן 

yrs  on  Talm  & T^can  coiant  on  fing  of  1 hand  how  man;5| 
quest  on  Talm  been  askd  over  past  30  yrs.  ^ 

B Si ecific  1 

1 thus,  from  a small  kernel  of  laws  & Ls  has  gnown  a j 
Complex  system  of  obedience , formulated  by  rabbi^<S1, 
still  in  existence  in  ortho  communities  to  ths  day . j 

2 obv,  we  do  nt  follow  this  path  bt  have  ^ y^etstand 
the  strong  challenge  which  confronts  us;/1x0De  p^n^t. 
of  the  Kehilah  bt  at  same  time  nt  be  botmd  by  & toil 

3 in  my  view,  iud  grows  stronger  when  freedom  is  give! 
and  divergence  is  allowed.  '!'hat  is  path  we  tToapc  ha^ 
chosen  & it  is  all  to  the  gd. 

Amen. 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Feb,  7!  1986 


Review  "Gds  Must  be  Crazy” 

INTliODUCT  f 

A treneral  ^ 

1 SAf  In  news  in  r time  &,  as  u know,  fr  all  the  wmfr 
reasons;  nt  only  the  killings  bt  the  principle  of 
apqf theid  is  a contradict  in  trms  In  our  time 

2 whenever  I hr  the  gvt  officials  of  ^f  spk  I have  t 
feeling  !•m  in  a time  warp,  am  back  in  US  in  1850s, 
where  same  sentiment si^were  voiced  jtist  prior  to  C¥a3 

3 & at  ths  very  time,  2 films  re  Af  on  gcreens.  ft« 

nt  SAf  bt  the  continent  & in  snje  measure  also,  as 
they  must,  dwelling  on  int erÄ^Sy^änralsiq^re  bl/whit« 

4 bt  neifehr  of  these  films  have  any  relationship  to 
the  reality  that  is  rocking  the  sub-cont iiient  and 
that  threatens  to  enguL#  it  in  terrible  upheaval 

B Specific  ״ 

1 on  one  hand,  have  film  ”Out  of  Af ״ , based  on  Issak 

Denisons  bk  by  same  name,  featuring  siich  glamotfrous 
Btars  as  Meryl  ^^reen  &^{^rt  Redfrd  ^ 

2 we  know  that  their  did  exist;  that  whitei 

establ  farms,  businesses,  coffee  plantations  & tli^ 
the  ta  was  the  worker,  the  bearers;  that  in  midst  o; 
jmigie  wh  dressd  formally  fr  dinner  & bl  was  servan׳ 

3 it  was  thr  way,  Brjt  espec,  in  which  they  sought  to 
ret_^^n  civilization  in  the  midst  of  wilderness 

4 bt  there  is  anothr  film  re  Af,  Botswana  to  be  spec, 
where  the  emph  is  also  on  ”civ”  bt  nt  at  all  in  the 
manner  depictd  in  the  majr  film  wth  Redfrd  & Sti^tp 

5 the  othr  film  is  a "sleepr”  = <, tarts  wth  small  aud 
& builds  reput  by  word  of  mouth;  "Gds  mu»t  be  craz^ 
has  played  in  NY  fr  almost  2 yrs,  haskhiftd  ”house" 
seV  times  & still  people  ^o  to  see  & iove  it 

6 it  ä.lso  spks  re  bl/wh  relshps,  its  eraph  on  civ  bt  t 
story  is  quite  diff . The  strength  of  ttu^  movie  is 

nt  in  its  stars,  there  are  none,  bt  in  its  simnlctv 

BODY 

A STORY 

1 let  me  tell  u,  in  outline  form,  story  line  of  ths  f 
”The  Gds  must  be  crazy”  & perhaps  iWll  see  it  also 

2 we  open  with  a very  primitive  bt  highly  self-suffic 
tribe  of  jun^^le  inhab,  natives  of  the  Af  bush.  A 
narratr  tells  us  how  thr  spot  in  depth  of  Jungle  wa 
par^ise  till  watr  stppd  bt  how  also  they  adaptd  by 
saving  precious  drops  so  life  cont  in  thr  idyl  sett 

3 whatever  ths  small  tribe  does  ig  learnd  by  exper, 

grp^of  fam  living  in  peace,  no  envy,  discord  but  a 
sense  of  sharing  & well-being  since  they  know  iioth.* 
of  our  outside  gtructiared  ”civ”  world.  ' ^ 

4 bt  one  day,  in  most  unusual  fashion,  ths  idyl  sett 


ig  shattrd:  a lone  flyr,  in  34)11^  plane,  flies  way  o- 
vrhead  & having  just  finishd  bottle  of  coke,  simply 
throws  the  empty  bottle  over  the  side  & it  lands  in 
ths  tribes'  territory, 

’evocatbly  changed; 


whatever  it 


man  has  intriided  & things 
problm:  what  to  do  wth  ths' 
bec  must  return  it  to  whence  it  came 

how?  to  Gd?  throw  it  up  bt  keeps  coming  back  no  mat 
h^  much  the\  try  & even  hits  some  on  the  head;  als 
all  wajit  to  try  to  experiment  wth  it  but  sin 

only  1 of  a kind  & totally  foreign  object,  curiosit 
Ids  to  rivali^y,  even  to  push/ shov  :=  nevr  done  befor 
only  solution:  elder  takes  bottle  & decides  to  walk 
to  end  of  earth  &,  since  wont  stay  ■ap,  throw  it 
edge  & down  into  the  a^^yss*  ^et  rid  of  ths  ״evil” 
object  & all  will  be  well  again, 
bNCOUj'jTjaiS 

bt  wth  ths  onset  of  the  jo  rney  the  message  of  the 
movie  begins  to  crowd  in  upon  us:  in  seeking  to  do 
his  duty  <&  retiirn  the  evil  object  to  the  gds,  the 
elder  encounters  all  sorts  of  diff  experiences 
in  first  place,  he  meets  gtrangest  people,  extr  pal 
who  spk  a gibberish  he  cant  understand  at  all;  fur- 
thr,  with  his  single  minded  detirra  to  return  bottle, 
gets  into  trouble  time  & again 

hw  encountrs  a car  whicji^  he  considers  a very  noisy 
emimal!^  whose  tracks  he  cant  identify,  he  sees  smok 
frm  ins)^de  a house  which  he  cant  cornpTlat  all  since 
nel^r  seen  a house  before  ;^he  meets  up  wth  revolutn- 


objects  of  clot 


objects 


who 


wth  guns, 
ntrver — see» 


women 

all,  he  me  ts  up  wth  indiv  & groui^sof 
impose  rules  & reg^nm  him  jvhich  fנ 

& at  his  cost  *■  t i ilrirMip I Imir  b 1 j have  no  r 
at  all,  as  an  indiv.  He  cant  und  er  si -,nd 
t one  pt  in  journey  he  is  accusd 
cow  thru  series  of  misundetsta 
to  spk  thr  lang  & they  cant  s! 
to  jail  f r 3  סה ז  time 

who  can  spk  bfh  lang  & who 
discov  his  incarceration 


ari es, 
■be-  has 


and,  above 
people  who 
their  gain 
gard  fr  him 
as  mattr  of  fact, 
of  tiding  to  steal  a 
and  bec  of  inability 
his,  he  is  sentenced 
just  by  chance,  a native 
has  heard  of  these  people. 


& knows  that  even  3  סו ת  in  jail  wld  be  a death  sent 
■fr  this  elder  who  has  nevr  seen  a jail,  never  sat  b 
hind  walls,  has  never  been  confined  &,  more  vital, 
has  no  idea  why  his  gd  intentions  landed  him  in  jl. 

bt  above  all,  it  is  a matter 
neonle  11  u i rrg  = to  ^Int  understd  by  us 
free  L othrs  bt  1 ״ 11^־over  forset  words  of  Af 


to  incarcerate 
bec  we  nt  a 


guide  who  told  us,  when  we  raent  we  fmn  NY:  I hr  the 
bldg  So  tall,  u cant  see  the  sky” 

8 in  brief,  to  live  wthout  seeing  sky,  to  Iv  enclosedj 
is  tantamovint  to  d. 

CüI^CLUGIONS  ^ 

2  General 

1 at  end,  of  c,  all  works  out  well,  elder  throws  ba^t; 
into  a canyon,  returns  ho1:1e,  tells  his  stories  whicl 
no  one  believes,  and  all  is  paradise  once  again, 

2 quest  is:  why  such  appeal  to  IlY?  aftr  all,  we  soph 
what  possible  appeal  sT'ory  of  such  lansoph/prira  peop! 

3 of  c,  has  noth  to  do  wth  bl/whJ&  Ihuruin  lln-a  the* 

?זזרדיי  i dl  he.re  wth  people  I They  show  us  tht 

”civ”  nt  a mattr  of  cars^  guns,  jeiils  bt  of  relatn- 
ships  between  people^  ! " 

4 left  to  themselves'^^l^cogn  their  own  aradise,  doiri^ 
well  by  one  anothr,  unmotiv  by  greed, ^sense  of  po- 
session /or  one-up-qjanship,  who  is  the  more  ”civ”?f^> 

B Specific  ' — 

1 the  gds  must  be  crazy  refers  to  ths  sudden  iritrus^J. 
of  a bottle  thrown  frm  the  sky;  how  fortuitous  that 
ths  one  man  was  able  to  return  it  tn  * 1 jj & restore 
that  measure  of  p & tranquility  which  they  knew/lvd 

2 simplicity  had  overcome  complexity;  innocence  trium 
over^grd,  freedom  more  valuable  than  jadiT,  satisfac 
tion  more  per*suasive  than  selfishness,  the  granSeau: 
of  the  land  more  inspiring  than  monolithic  ci^Tes 

3 perhaps  that  is  why  we/in  civ  cities  & countries/ 

apprec  ths  film  so.^^ct^joo  deeply  in  its  raedsag 
we  find  a wishful.  which  rid  change  our  liv 

for  the  bettr. 

4 ^r  ths  roasn  think  that  thd  film  ”Gds”  will  becme 

more  pe^anent,  ^^^^s  even  a classic , far  more  so 
than  currently  ”Out  of  AF”'  with  its  stars■“ 

bee  while  Redf  & Stryp  may  be  lovely  to  Ik  at  & pho 
tograph  extremely  well, 

5 **G-ds  must  be  crazy" spks  to  each  of  us,  frm  hrt  to  ^ 


Amen, 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  eve.,  Jan,  31,  1986 


BIBLICL  K DAVD:  INTRO 


I״TRO 

A General 

1 ths  yr,  fr  Lect  Series,  chqsen  topic  of  ^iblic 

K Davd  from  whose  life  we  can  many  insights 

2 n^  that  I pickd  the  subject  at  random  bt  it  was  a 
dual  cause/effect  relationship  which  led  me  ths  dire 

3 in  1st  place:  certain  pe  rsoijalities  are  fasc  in  J he 
ritage:  Jere,  Job,  Jose!^ , Isaac  but,  more:  certain 
indiv  relate  to  a period  6n  time  & they  more  faSC  yjr 
& in  ths  category  include  su^  indiv  as  Ezra,  Elijah 
and  fr  reasn  which  I will  illustrate,  Eing  ^avid 

4 the  2nd  reasn  why  pickd  him  now  has  to  do  wth  recent 
bk  by  Jo  Heller,  ”Gd  Knows”  which  tells  the  story  of 
E also  bt  finn  c^K^filetely  diff  pt  of  view;  a rathr 
vulgar  bk  bt  very  clever,  often  very  funny  and  which 
is  totally  immersed  in  events  of  that  time  & place. 

B Specific 

1 it  is  fr  that  reasn  that  I want  1st  to  tell  u a bit 
abt  Heller's  bk  & hope  u will  apprec  sense  of  humor 
out  of  context 

2 fr  ex,  Hellers  D resents  that  no  bk  named  aftr  him, 
that  when  Nath  convrsd  wth  Gd  they  spoke  in  Yiddish 
as  befits  a J Gd;  that  Abe  & S only  ones  who  got  a 
laugh  out  of  a conversation  wth  Gd 

3 in  add  to  fact  that  resents  stattie  of  him  in 
rep  him  as  imcircumcised,  that  sev  of  his  v;ives  had 
bad  teeth  bee  aftr  all  way  before  we  Jews  got  into 
orthodontia,  and  his  description  of  the  kingdom  is  a 
classic:  ”1  had  talcen  a kingdom  the  size  of  Vt  & 
cf׳^ted  an  empire  the  size  of  Me.”  p.  290 

4 ths  last  illustration  indie  the  process  of  swinging 
back  & frth  in  time;  aftr  all  this  sev  thous  yrs  bef 
disc י ס?  Am;  thdre  are  also  countless  allusions  to 
l^tr  bks  of  Bible  as  well  as  othr  lit  figures: 

5 Shakespr,  Browning,  Nietzxhe,  ■Russian  lullabys,  etc. 

and  all  couched  in  a Hfbiical  cadence  which 

gives  credit  to  Heller^  mm  a contemp  writer^  who  has 
immersd  himself  4m  piblic  rhythm  of  speech. 

6 if  u can  dl  wth  vulgarity,  cert  encourage  u to  obtai 
pb  ”Gd  Knows”  by  Jo  Heller;  bee  facts  are  correct, 
insights  are  valid  & the  fictional  passages  inter- 
spersed  are  as  valid  as  any  u or  I might  invent, 

7 fr  these  reasons,  then,  take  King  Bavid  as  subject  f 
Spring  Lect  Sermn  Series  ths  yr,  J-»« — Uay! — lx 
wunt t1  & we  will  dl  wth  persons  close  to  D,  thr  inter 
relationships  as  well  as  the  lessons  to  be  learned, 

8 all  in  all,  will  dl  wth 
^heba,  Nathan  and  othr 


ii 


BODY 

A background 

1 D immeri■  plunges  us  into  cojitrov  frm  the  raom  of  birt 
bee  hist  tells  us  in  lannist akble  terms  that  his  anc 
Ruth  ,s-a  woitian  frmi  Moab;  that  is,  nt  a Jew 

2 iT*  is  a fact  used  by  those  who  favor  m-m, stating  th 
if  ^born  of  mxd  herit,  who  is  to  say  that  m4m  nt  ,׳; 

3 of  c,  the  aggadic  material  of  later  centuries  very 
much  conerd  wth  ths  issue  and  Ruth,  his  grt  gmd  m 
does  nt  fare  well  in  eyes  of  the  rabbis- 

ק altho  if  one  rds  her  bk,  that  of  ^^uth,  sep,  note  sh 
a vei’y  decent  & upright  & self־*sac  woman,  We  rd  tha 
slim  volume  on  Shevuoth  but,  interestingly,  Heller 
who  does  nt  know  how  to  handle  the  aggadic  material 
does  nt  mention  Dk  of^uth  at  all,  & yet  part  of  Can 

5 the'^fSÖ^  problems  co:  e to  D as  he  is  selected  to  b 
a King,  with  Saul  still  sitting  & active  on  throne; 
struggle  breaics  out  aJ'id  sev  versions  of  how  D a^iie 
his  goal  and  in  ths  context,  come  to  story  of  Gc(iat 

only  Phil  & Goliat 
^\1ths  ancestors. 


in  due  time,  of  c,  D conquers  nt 
bt  also  Ddom,  Anonites ,^^Moabites , 

Time  & Place 

all  of  these  aspects  of  war  & phys  combat  only  hi- 
light  issue  of  spiritual  & nat!  renewal  which  is  at 
heart  of  D place  in  our  history  ^ 

has  the  task  of  uniting  loose  fed  of  tribes  and 


B 


does  it  in  2 major  stags 
72  yrs  in  Hebron,  as  K of 
add  33ליר׳  as  K ovr  all  Isr 
approx,  c 1010^970BCE 


a nation; 
s3=fc-for 


!•^ng  them  into 
>eing  king  iSiss 


Judea  and  thereaftr,  fr 

if  u wajit  to  fix  time  frame,  appi  OA,  !-־ 
ths  unifying  process  brings  added  dividencU:  Wcaptur 
of  J^us  which  D makes  mm  his  capit al ,fj^he^prelim 
work  of  build  a T^ple , to  be  actually  accomplisher 
By  his  son  ^o t •^^bring  Ark  wth  tablets  to  Jer# 


sqD,  wth  hims 
in  charge. 


he 


r^l  & rel  'cen]^er 
that  next“’ to  Gd, 


^ D 


sum:  D mak 
that  center 


fd  new  dynasty. 

one  last,  add  step  that  while  Edom,  Moab  & Amon 
he  institutes  relationships  wth  Phoenicians  & Tyre^ 
which  were  vital  areas  in  that  1 1דז(^  ä!  there  is  muc 
evideiice  that  nt  only  eco  interch.1w;e  bt  cultural 
as  well  bt  proof  of  ths  myst  be  laj^  io  specialized 
scholars  & wld  take  us  .i-ii  uTir  ■irtftTWf  far  afield. 
ADMINI STRATI ON 

bt  D more^ihan  a pfimitive  K who  Ivd  3 yrs  ago; 
he  a very  clever  man  as  we  shall  see  in  mo  to  come 
above  all,  what^  might  note:  D head  of  ^tate  & hd 
of  Rel  cult;  he  establ  altar,  priests.  Lev,  j 


Ark  & 


^ /wT  ^ ^ 
v׳>  ^ 


on  personal  level  he  adminstrd  Justice 

3 Ici^ow  fr^n  biblical  records:  he  div  duties, מי י  sep  hd 
of  Army,  appt  recorders  &■  scribes,  changed  format 

,of  warfare  and  appt  non— Isr  mgrs  to  augment  «,taff 

wth  all  of  this,  even  Hellers  H leunents  that  Jeirus 
a little  city  where  everyone  knows  the  othr's  busin 
and  where  Nath  has  no  qualms  re  acciising  D of  adults 

5 at  seime  time,  H mighty  figure  for  centraliz,  author, 
and  the  orderly  estab!  of  a progression  of  ylnlors 
which  wld  be  of  benefit  to  Judea,  if  nt  Israel.  ' 

CONCLUSIONS 
A General 

1 nt  all  wld  agree  that  D such  a grt  figure;  v7e  know 
he  had  many  faults  & Heller  raalces  the  most  of  those 

2 furthr,  he  taxd  people  excessi\:JJ^y  bee  of  military 

adventures,  he  cld  nt  control  his  kingdm 

aftr  hxs  sons  reign  he  chose  to  do  battle  wth  Gd 
mostly  fr  wrong  reasns  <5:  at  v/rong  time 
B Specific 

1 nevertheless,  Jud,  Isr  nt  same  today  were  it  nt  fr 

B & 1' i w 1 b«.«»  all  docu- 

mented  in  % 1 Sam^l.  through  II  Sara  intc^Kings^s  well 
as  in  parts  of  Chronicles 

2 am  aware  these  nt  yr  ready, -re ad  material  bt  highly 
interesting  and  instructive. 

3 these  issues  to  be  developd  as  Lect  Sermn  Series 
evtiv'es  approx  lx  © mo,  into  May. 

k & hope  u will  find  B as  f asc  a figure  as  I ftmsi^the 
problems  of  his  time  remarkably  sim  to  our  own. 

Amen, 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  Eve.,  Jan,  24,  1986 
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Spring  Lect  Sermon 
Bibl  King  Bavid 


A PllEJ  VIEW  OF  MEIR  KAHANE 


INTRODUCT 
A General 


1 want  to  spk  to  u ths  eve  of  Meir  ^ahane,  an  Am-born 
R who  is  causing  r,rt'  excitem  & controv  within  J wrlc 

2 became  famous,  1st,  in  196^?^when  fcl  JDL  and  made  itj 
slogan  "Nvr  Again”  famous  as  well  as  infamous;  no 
quest  that  he  almost  singlehandedly  called  world  ati 
to  plight  of  Sov  Jewry 

3 in  1971  he  made  A^iya,  today  a memb  of  Knesset, 

asj^  ■Jh  some  ways . an  emb  to  official  J world,  Establ, 
bt  in  sev  vital  ways  he  more  thaji דנ ס  Israeli  problm 

B Specific  ""  ^ 

1 Kahane  fd  a pol  movement  "Kach”  = •^'hus,  based  on  ^a 
bot  phrase  ”only  thus”  = with  force  will  J State  fd, 

2 in  the  elect  of  1984  he  recvd  only  35,000  votes  = 
1,2^  of  electorate-which  translates  into  his  1 seat' 
bt  there  are  stirrings  within  Isr  which  spk  of  a 
difii^future  for  him  & his  party;  more  of  fchs  laterAr 

3 in  meantime,  thsjjlnan,  ths  Am  R,  b in  Brklyn,  feat;:iV־c 
in  J press ,r- might  be  expectd  but  mores  in  sec  press 
and  in  ma  1r  public.^ partic:  whole  spread  in~T]n<,Nov8 

4 bee  of  this  aspect  of  notoriety  within  J world,  we 
must  know  what  this  man  rep,  what  he  says  & why. 

BODY 

A EXPU1.SI0N 

1 his  notoriety  based  on  2 pri17ciples;  first:  f>xp11Lsn 
of  all  A frra  Is  soil  bee,  among  othr  reasons,  their 
birthrate  is  2x  Is  which  he  has  called  thr  *(se^.  we  a 

2 but  this  process  S^^^purif ic" , his. words  nt  mine,  ' 

has  sev  othr  rami f±c/at ions  and  the  problems: 

3 fr  ex:  no  ■A•  laborers,  no  pol  rights  to  non*j,  no  J- 
Gent  sex  rel  & interm,  s^g  in  schools,  univ,  beach<ו^ 
& while  n^c^t  Isr  -A  a1  sn  no  right  to  hold  gvt 
jobs  or  to^Tive  in  Jerus,  . 

4 if  ths  sounds  somewhat  extreme  or  even  outrageous, 
it  ought  at  same  time  sound  sonieUbt  f ami  i jar:  many 
of  these  laws,  restrictions  & proposd  emeTid  of  law  = 
similar  to,  & reminiscent  of,  Nurembo. g Laws 

5 to  rd  u just  a few  lines , frm  excerpts  of  his  speec^ 
es,  (TNR  p,  18)  «Sc  wld'^nt  know  origi  ri,  = Btueriaer  1 I 

6 as  mattr  of  fact,  gev  graffiti  in  Israel  peiVert ed 
word  Ashkensim  to  "Ashkenazim"  = ■^^azi  philo  of  State 

7 all  this  even  more  horrend  when  u hr  him  speaJc  re 
readying  busses,  trucks,  RR  and  othr  means  of  conve> 
ance  to  bodily,  en  masse,  transport  A out  of  count ;> 

8 & again,  Nz  image  comes  to  fore:  do  trucks  «So  RR  not 
remind  u of  cattle  cars  on  way  to  Auschwitz?  Kahanf 
however  is^n^ intimidated  by  ths  comparison  & even 
gloats  about  it  bee  he  has  a 2nd  princple  dkf  notor. 


ii 


1 3 Othr  principle  is ־״ ״  w ״ ־,ight  loosely  ־all 
"rel  fundament  all  srn",  a trn  nt  irrelov  in  M tast, 
altho  SS?Sally  aKcrlbed  to  Moslein  & 1«13־1״נ  faith. 

2 K,hane  passionately  pleads  that  Isr  be  rm  on  basis 
of  T baw  & as  u know,  if  u Ik  hard  enough,  ־an  find 

3 “’"e^rs  r\n  an  arti־l־  "The  C of  Geno־  in  the  T״ 

^ oronosd  that  Israel's  Palest  polity  bo  guided  by  th 
prop  ׳ji  . wiüe  out  all  traces  of  anc  foe. 

‘i"irek״  Tths  artlele  caused jip  Co  ,trov  whatsoever! 

4 T S Zion  bden  bound  togethr  fr  G־\'«batlons,  fr  cen 

>1+  nt  Since  days  of  Ezek,  discarding  Net  Karta,  has 
״yone  pr־p־־d  that  Isr  be  mm  by  r־l  law 

“d  ^ Pf.  f־ ־ ■־tlous,  thus,  no  Ar^s 

t׳  j ■p  n i n Hue  tine,  by  extension,  no  X or  any 
^ “hr  grps’wth  whom  K or  his  patty  disagree;  ths  may 
ITA  rlfsr  to  u me  one  day  fo^J^he^jbcr^s 

*^1  ^uest^is  wiD:  does  he  appeal  to  so  many  people;  why 
20  populaT^hen  he  holds  such  outrage)^ous 
2 my  feel  & that  of  others:  he  has  simple,  ל 

blsic,  no  holds  barred  answer)^  to  ^ ron- 

flicted  and  burdensome  world:  get  nt 

ר oby  to  rational  mind  ths  not  end  of  the  matter,  nt 
^ in  isr  nor  in  aiiy  othr  country  which  finds  difjrnt 
t?ewrirmidst ; he  is  radical,  rightwing,  natlist  & 
ptopL  beset  b;  war,  infl,  terror  & dont  know  how  t 
cope  and  answer,  Ik  to  such  a persn  r so  u 
k in^raajiv  ways,  it  is  the  ״marginal  people  who 

him  Ä^aJiswers  to  thr  problems  and  that  brings  us 
btck  to  quest  & issue  of  ־tAtlsties  el^d  a* 

י־  it  is  the  ortho  who  claim  him  as  thr  own,  the  radi 
faci^rL-^rticular;  further,  it  is  the  pu^g  who 

chant  in  his  favor  bee  they  """"i  * 

^^herefore,  of  1518־  yr  olds,  42>  pro  K Vw( 

•Ä7  ^;tieret  , ..  show  that  if  elections 

6 indeed,  some  statisti  ^50,000  vts 

hfild  in  last  few  mo  of  1905!  he  wia  get׳  o־־ 

which  would  earn  him  11  seats  in  K _ avlf^om 

I n2wer  SciJ’ker  & a fierce  force  to  be  recknd  with, 
a powe  S.»nh  ר ready  feeling  neglected 

7 last  margin  grp  = ^^h , f^ireaciy  1 .1 ״ ו  accent 

..«2nd  Class  citizens:!^  they  more  «adily^a^ 

Sf  usod^^rrdii^lt:״,  domogSgue,  tofTTTTg  tbm 
what  to  do^  how  to  act ^ rat hr  than  demo  State  as  now. 


2_. 
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CONCLUSION 

.General 

d K so  much  of  an  internal  issue  that^eset  spon^6׳׳׳׳^ev 
^ laws  v#j^thos^,->v?fio  spk  to  incite  r;i<5is,  a la^i^atiffic 
vague  to  b׳€raeclared  ”unc"  her<^.'׳׳^n  US  bt  pj^dblematic 
there  jiijl^e  it  counts;  bt  gvt^ow  reacts׳׳׳^  himJ 

2 furt^ter^J  nt  just  an  Israeli  problem;  rather,  one 
which "affect s us  here  & now 

3 how?  he  does  nt  fit  into  our  image  of  r,  nor  of  Jud 
as  we  have  been  led  to  undersfand  and  practice  it; 
indeed,  he  symbolizes  just  the  opposite  of  compassn, 
conce1*n,  righteousness,  jiistice,  denency 

4. also,  he  is  the  living  rebuttal  to  those  of  us  who 
that  Z & rascismjit  the  same]  ao-wo  h lurg  bean* 
aoo»tü»a.  His  Z is  rascist  arfx^^it  is  nt  Jewish  I 

5 all  of  which  places  Am  Jew  into  most  diffic  position 
^ Ue  maintain^(,  that  Isr  a ba^on  of  democ  in  MBast 
bt  wh^J^r  Kahane  sp^ks^,  eur  view  is  a living  lio 
bar  he׳^s  a contradicTto  all  we  hold  dear  as  J/Isra 
B Specific 

1 see  then  some  of  the  problems  assoc  \^ith  this  Lndiv 

fr  whom  I have  no  grt  love  j L uiiaiJiUyi 

2 nevertheless,  we  must  understand  what  is  going  on; 
his  name  will  appear,  I'm  afraid,  ever  more  pj^omi- 
nently  in  Isr  politics  and  in  our  newspapers  & on  TV 
and  we  must  be  prepared^  & ready  to  respond,  to  his  11ג 
surd  charges  and  outrayeoiis  beliefs. 

3 Kahanism  is  a very’"unhealt hy , unJ  phenomenon  & I fl 
that  1 day  wc  may  live  to  regret  his  appeal,  VTe  cn 
nt  gciin  frm  such  a man  as  a leader  of  Jews. 

4 in  terms  of  J controv  over  the  d^pec^H! ! 1 /Sh.ur 

we  used  to  say:  ‘‘those  & these"  bt^^säg^Ö^ie  led  to 
disaster,  to  embarr^^ssment , ed  a t i o n 

5 and  Isr,  if  -po oy^e  of  Is  to  livet  deserves  better. 
Ainen, 


i'rid  Eve,,  Jan  17 1 19^6 


Heb,  Tab,, 


BIBLICL  KING  DAVID  ;III;  BATllSHDBA 


INIIIODUCT 
General 

ths  eve,  tbe  31)יג  in  series  of  lect-sernins  on  biblcl 
King  D;  have  already  disc  his  place  in  hist  stjeting^j 
and  his  rel  to  Saul  said  much  re  state  of  kingdom 
what  we  have  learnd  over  past  2 mo  is  that  Bavid  hit׳ 
self,  as  well  as  his  time-frame,  highly  complex;  as 
we  delve  deeper  we  find  much  more  thaji  the  sTinple 
rel-״־schl  stories  of  B at־^f±1Tg^  vi owing . 

Specific 

ths  issue  comes  to  fore  again  ths  eve  when  our  main 
charactr  is  one  of  B׳  s wi-fes:  Bathsheva  bt  this  con- 
cern  again  leads  us  far  afield 

^‘}e  come  into  contact  wth  one  of  grt  figiires,  altho 
little  known-K-proph  Nathani  thenc  is  Sol;^  incest, 
murder  revenge^^tiqng  D childreir 

and an  attitude  oi  mournnng  which/  rtf  f o t !4  us 
to  this  day. 

BODY 

. BATHSHEVA 

1 story  of  B is  simply  told,  B raedit  on  rf  of  his  pal;! 
and  sees  B sunbath  on  rf  below  his;  inquii^־׳;  wife  ofl 
U and,  as  conseq,  un avai 1 ab le  to  him, 

2 bt  D has  fallen  in  love,  he  & B have  affair  wth  con 
seq  that  B beco11>es  pregnant;  now  what?  How  explain 
the  child  wth  her  husb  at  the  frontline  of  battle? 

3 U recalled  bt  bec  his  men  still  at  front,  hb  refuses 
to  sip  wth  his  wife;  D no  choice  bt  to  send  him  bad: 

into  line  of  fire  wth  predictable  result:  U is  kll 

4 Batti  now  a widow,  B m her  to  legitimize  the  child. 

צ Nath  who  represents  the  moral  corauiunity  of  Isrl 

& wh^ entrs  royal  presence  wth  ths  story:  g men  in 
city,  1 rich  & 1 pr;  rich  had  all  bt  pr  only  1 lamb 
which  he  raisd  & cared  fr  & Ivd, 

!trangr  came  to  visit  bt  'rich  man  wld  nt  take  of  ovm 


rn 


s 

flock  bt  tk  pr  man's  ewe,  killd  it  & fed  to  strangr. 
what  to  do?  where  is  Justice?  B angry:  who  is  ths  ma 
bec  what  he  has  done  deservs  punishment!  N;  You  th 
wth  ths  accus,  all  fell  into  place  & D ro^izd:nt 
talk  re  rich^pr  ®heprds  bt  abt  B & V J > there 
wld  be  punishment  exact d vs  him  & Bathsheva  as  11 6זי ז 
when  ch  was  b,  soon  fell  ill;  B moiarnd  & fastd  fr  da 
& cries  unto  Gd  v>t  to  no  avail;  child  died,  ^hen  D 
arose,  went  abt  his  life  again  & when  askd  re  sequ^ 
of  events,  that  he  mournd  befre- rat hr  than  aftr-d,^, 
gought  to  beseech  Gd  fr  sake  of  child  bt  once  had  d, 
^th  could  be  done;  I can  nt  bring  him  baCk  again.--׳ 
׳that  is  end  of  story  & B fades  frm  view  in  due  time 
except  as  m of  §ol  bt  much  can  be  leard  frm  episode. 
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B KINGS  & PBOPIIBTS 

1 see  that  we  deal  wth  a soc  nt  yet  fu  1y  structure^: 
a prophet  old  walk  in  unto  king  at  any  tine  & docnc 
him  even  wth  threat  of  d to  memhrs  of  family  = 'a 
remarkable  situation 

2 incident,  N nt  only  one;  find  the  same  kind  of  concf 
at  a later  date  when  B ! i J ah  confronts  King  •'Miab 
whose  wife  Jezebel  stolen  a vineyard  frm  a pr  man, 
just  bee  king  wantd  to  expand  his  property;  Hast  'i'ho 
kind  & talcen  possession  also?  (1K21:18) 

3 bt  fact  that  kings  must  bjea^  ount  ab  1 e to  the  pe0iרl 

is  already  to  be  seen  in  trad;  Deut , which 

we  studying  in  OM  ths  week  (17)  where  king  id  told 
in  nn  uncert  terms  נ lie  should  rd  words  of  l-׳aw  all  h 
days,  he  should  learn  to  fear  Gd 

4 "that  hs  hrt  be  nt  liftd  above  his  brethren,  that  h 
turn  nt  aside  frm  the  c to  the  right  hand  or  the  l"j 

1 5 Ö f c^^S^malce  it  a pra^yTice  to  trV  to  see  & ^pkd'd  par 
י lels  iiiNHod  times  4x^onder  re  accK  ait abil^ir'Cy;  why 
was  Pres  m!snosn/^nsive  to  sig#  of  3sLxJ1i׳y  vrsinh  of  Con^ 
who  askd  tha^^^rfmcl  undergrnd  t e s ■n,/«P׳f\n t cancelled  ±r 
interest  ofVfvo^id  peace  & rel;rt;i׳m1s , ^ least  be  pos 


poned.  Predict of  c,  p׳?ea  nt  l1eerV>d. 

6 be  thal^/^s  it  may , ^accessjbi lity^ of  king  was  everl- 
thing;  N may  or־׳  m^iy  nt  have  been  a "coupt  p"  with 
immed  entree  to  the  "oVal  office"  of  King  Havid  bt, 
for  Sure,  tbe  message  of  the  people,  thr  outrage  at 
acts  of  grave  injustice,  wA<i^  brought  bofr  aiitliority 

7 ths  befre  days  of  multiple  secretaries,  ״,ppt  ^chedls 
where  guards  nt  yet  at  door  or  anti-terr  rist  devics 
blocked  the  entrance.  King  was  part  of  society,  a 
man  chosen  farm  among  the  people,  his  door  was  open 
and  words  of  N were  heeded  bee  they  did  come  to  pass 

1  NATl  IAN 

1 no  raattr  how  often  rd  ths  story  whose  kc^^is  love  ro 
lationship  between  D & B,  am  struck  at  ceתtraנ  • of 

2 he  keeps  coming  into  focus  time  & again,  in  lesser 
scenarios  bt  nt  to  be  sliunted  aside;  he  sides  wth  B 
to  have  her  son  Sol  appt  as  successor  to  i>,  he  bee 
instrument  of  Gd  that  tells  ^ that  Temple  in  Jerus 
nt  to  be  built  by  him  br,  rathr,  by  his  son 

3 N so  much  becomes  a part  of  succession,  of  family  in 
trigues  of  D & B household,  despite  initial  co31demna 
tion,  that  one  of  three  surviving  ch  of  D & B,  is  ac 
tually  named  "Nat  11  an".  ICh3J5 

4 and,  finally,  that  it  is  N ^ho  actually  helps  ■־rooi.jrt 
Sol  & thus,  presumably,  ties  his  fate  to  that  of  the 
kingdom.  Nathan,  in  brief,  is  definitive  personal- 

ity  in  sheme  of  t h ings  * >i1  11  a f  ־־^זזד׳י ס!!!!^  futnn?•  of  1< 


(׳^a  nt  h 


■׳edict  a 
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CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 suppose  nt  easy  being  a king  today  bt  was  much  more 
diffic  & threatening  then;  nd  only  to  rd  in  books נ ס 
Sam,  Kings  & Chronicles  to  understand 

2 fiirther,  ch  of  ^ were  nt  a happy  lot;  constant  in- 
triples  fr  succession,  also  involving  wives  of  & 
ranes . incest,  murders,  revenge  a coini  onplace 

ך sev  of  D children  were  Hilled  bec  of  attempts  

L^lllun  1*1  u«־r1rr  to  disj^lace  thr  father  as  k of  Isr 

4 bt , finally,  wth  help  of  N,  Sol  son  of  D & B was  giד 
en  right  of  succession  & we  Icnow  it  was  a gd  choice, 

1 N is  the  hero;  -♦limuh  in  LUu  [nidbL  ״f  ,:haatincmoii^ 
he  confronted  the  king,  be  set  things  right,  he  ma^ 
have  been  afraid  bait  he  did  his  duty 

2 and  D accepteä  the  rebiake  J ״ . ^ u 

ר as  we  cnclude,  there  is  also  a modem  N,  chaaaged  hi 

name  frm  Anato.ly0hcharansky  to  N3Jh^  a hero  also, 
nt  onר.y  bec  of  what  he  endured  bt  bec  he  wld  be 

4 as  wth  N of  our  story,  modern  N std  in  the  liaiis  of 
power  & he  spoke  fr  all  the  world  to  hear:  U the  m^d 
& he  spoke  it  nt  only  to  the  tyrants  of  "^ussia  bt  tj 
tyrants  all  over  the  world  who  sk  to  oppress  the  wk 

5 if  noth  else,  story  of  B & B teaches  us. that  ^bere 
i.s  a need  fr  a N in  every  generation;  how  fortunate 

are,  as  were  the  people  in  our  story,  that^N  is 
alive  & living  in  Israel^  in  our  time. 

Anen. 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  March  28,  1986 


Lect  Sermon  Series  on  Bibl  King  David 
Part  iii*•  Bathsheva. 


10th  Al^NIV  OF  GOP:  PAKT  II 


nir 


INTRODUCT 

A General  . # * 

1 ths  eves  seinnn  a cent  of  begun  last  wk  to 

the  10th  anjiiv  of  GOP;  now  used  by  us  2x  a month 

2 it  is  a pb  written  by  a comm,  based  on  a pb  first 
any  yrs  in  Englt'^drvice  of  the  Heart;  the 

ed:  C bairn  Stem 

lib  Jewiry  of  engl-speak  world  is 
we  have  jiaaaa^sdtitmm.  a hist  & lang 
a philo  approach  to  rel,  fth,  Gd 


used  fr  mi 
two  pbks  have  same 
pt  is:  in  essence, 
now  using  same  pb ; 
in  common, 


so 


T)ib  al 


ths 


the'  perfect  **expression 


should 
of  our 
know,  ths  nt  the  case 
in  some  detail  both  the 
thru  subsequent  convers 
u agreed 

GOP  does  nt  doA ty  occupy 
to  day  basis,  its  use  ha 
majority  of  laity,  & cer 
passion  fr  prayer  in  us 


Specific 
of  c, 
möan  that 


B 


the  GOP  is 
spirit,  needs  bt , as  u well 
last  Frid  eve,  pointed  out 
neg  «56  pos  aspects  of  GOP  <&, 


tion, 
fr  ex, 


I heard  that  many  of 
frm  neg  pt  of  view: 
emotions  of "Tib  Jew  on  day 
not  brought  back  the  great 
tainly,  has  nt  kindled  the 


on  othr  hand,  more  pos:  has  brought  us  into 

riOP  S02r״VÖS  8i3 


20/gisir 

cent  by  ment:  Holo,^^srael  & Space,  GOP 
gducatj^ogal  .tool,  has^ broadened  our  spirit,  concerns 
^^wth  mo^e^lJxTle'raes  incorporate  into  prayers, 

56> 5 ץ  has  shown  that  intent  was  to  gd,  frm  hrt,  deepl^^ 
felt  & on  high  schd^rly  & intellectual  basi; 

6 ?r  ths  eve,  thon,  what  more  can  be  said?  Much  more, 
if  u seriously  want  to  evaluate  a bk  in  use  a decade 
& one,  I am  certain,  which  will  talce  us  into  21st  c 
& will  be  used  by  generation  which  comes  aftr  us. 

ODY 

A NEGATIVES 


1 let  us  Ik  at  "neg"  again  bt  frm  diff  pt  of  view;  let 
us  see  tli:^  side  of  coin  frm  vantage  pt  of  future 

2 fr  ex,  was  it  really  nec,  within  the  context  of  a pb 
that  there  ^e  a service,  No.  6,  ,.,hich  does  nt  use  "־= 
word  or  name  of  Gd  at  all? 

3 yes,  want  to  be  modern,  may  even  want  to  anticipate 
the  feelings  euid  moods  of  next  gen  bt  to  cater  to  th 
lowest  comiiiun  denominator,  by  preparing  fr  them  a 
servi ce  wthout  ment  of  Gd,  geems  ludicrous  to  me 

4 <56  frm  pt  of  view  of  a ne^wly  written  pb,  contra  in  tr 

5 bt  there  is  anothr  fault  which  must  be  noted:  gev 
times  there  is  mention  of  ”perfct  purity,  perfct  hoi 
iness”  and  it  makes  me  cringe;  while  Im  nt  even  quit 
cert  as  to  mean  of  "purity,  holiness",  certainly  am 
nt  prepared  to  define  "perfect"  pixr,  holiness,  ^'^ho 

^ •sv 
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and,  finally,  m#«ny  place  into  neg  column:  that  lang 
of  GOP  nt  one  o?  prayer  bt  sigiply  to  be  ready^bt^TRs 
a..pt  of  crit  wth  which  personally  wld  nt  agree. 
POSITIVE 

• .a  ■ ^ O 


i rUöiiJLvr. 

1 just  the  opp;  !!מד  joa.  pt  of  view,  language  is  l_i^  « 

often.^nnobling  inspiring  ; we  h״ve  of 

po 

find  Gd  in  thr  social  concerns,  others 
thru  mysticism,  othrs  still  via  thr  intellect, 

3 theru  is  a stability  present  whic 
links  us  to  the  past  & permits  us  to  relate  to  toda 

4 ths  is  to  be  found  in  the  more  trad  aspects  of  pb^ — 
fa«.  inegQ  ou  üluui  111  b-W». ־ ׳fher.  is  no  quest,  this 
is  a ^iddurl  We  have  Ghatzi  K,  we  use  words  such 
as  MitzÄrÖt,  bhabb^t,  Yom  Hashoah,  Yom  HaAtzmut,  etc 

5 and  ther.  is  no  quest,  that  far  more  Hebrew,  and  th 
use  of  modern  Heb,  integral  part  of  Player  service. 
We  cant  hide  frm  fact  that  we  here,  at  Hr,  using  th 
old  Ashk  pronunciation  far  behind  the  times 

6 most  cong  all  over  world,  today  use  beph  pronunciat 

as  it  is  spoken  in  Israel  • 

7 finally,  «hat  I like  especially,  is  that  eenerally, 
GOP  does  nt  have  grandiose  pretensions;  as  tern 
wrote:  it  does  nt  attempt  to  rewrite  or  outdo  King 
Lear.  It  Ivs  narcisism  to  tlוose  who  nd  it  bt  lets 

us  direct  our  thoughts  to  Gd/ 

8 in  final  analysis,  ths  is  what  pb  is  all  abt:  nt  a 
path  fr  «öT  self  aggrandizement  bt  ^ attempt 

art  of  man  to  coiii'iunicat e wth  hs  highr  nature,  d 

ßts  we  discov  in  p'A^  just  ths  past  wk:  T=Gd  to  us 
t prayer  is  our  reaching  out  to  Him. 

ILUSluN 

A General  . / י • «-ד</י•! 

1 let  us  summarize  in  terms  of  reality.  ' v ־T'j 

even  aftr  10  yrs,  bring  abt  a reconcil  bet  ew  G(^ 
nor  rekindle  sacrd  oblig  of  Mitzvot,  nor  recapture 
our  alianated  or  ignorant,  nor  guarantee  enthusiast 
crowds  on  all  import  J tfestiv  & cerem  mal  occasns. 
^_in  brief,  then,  we  have  learned  to  know  its  l^its, 
3 furthr,  unfortunately,  it  has  stifled  crea  lyi  Y 
^  ״ ״rth4  people,  the  r:  the  scholars  fed  that  «th  ־ 
pb  30  full  of  alternate  services,  ei^en  so  much  chc 
whv  bothr  to  write  anew? 

4 &.  of  c,  laity  is  saying  that  bee  they  nt  consultec 
wth  ths  ed  of  GOP  why  should  they  bo  interested  in 
further  liturgy?  Lft  r do  what  they  want  bt  we  wi] 
«a״^״v  d hf?,e*»?go  on ״ ״  bee  accepted  & trad/ 


CT7NC] 


^ ־ * 

more,  no  less./ 


measuring  rod  of  commitment, 
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Specific  ^ YLtyfLyl/u 

1 bt  there  is  ■y  etSiy  factor  ־which  ought  to  be  in  focu 
& it  relates  to  the  spiritual  issues  of  our  time; 
does  GOP  address  them? 

2 here,  I feel,  it  is  nt  a matter  of  whethr  GOP  is  gd 
or  nt  so  gd  bt,  rather,  whethr  u and  I ai'e  ready  to 
confront  1 oJ:hr  side  of  J^ruth: 

3 the  spiri tua11~”issues  of  our  time  are  the  saing.  as  th 
we®e  some  yrs  ago,  a gen  ago;  it  is  social  issues 
that  have  changed. 

4 we  nt  first  to  be  redeemed,  *^htirbon  is  nt  new,  exil 
something  wth  which  we  familiar  and  our  reactions  r 


nt  new 

5  bt  when  we  weep  fr  joy  or  sadness,  when  we  yearn  or 
dream  or  hope  or  even  despair^ we  seek  modes  of  ex- 


on. 


Li  ecUll  UJ-  ^  י • / ר  

pres  si  on  n^^d  t he_s_e^n71u3׳fc__b[g^ ! fr  each  new  generati 
^in  terms  vital  and^  relevan^t  just  to  "them 


_ ths  is  the  strength  of  GOP  and  as  we  assess 

the  past  ten  yr*?  in  the  short  liin,  not  knowing  how 
it  will  be  perceived  fifty  yrs  frm  now, 

GOP  has  helpd  and  will  help  us  live  t hrTJ_  spiritual 
journeys  each  of  us  make,  and  we  must  take^  bth  on  a 
personal  as  well  as  on  a collective  basis. 
usTng  the  language  of  i'anach,  ixOP  helps  us  balance 
”noth  new  undr  sun"  P /*י • ׳ ^ ׳  ^ uN  /'־יי  wit|r 
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Him  ^ ray  fat  hr 's  Grd  & 

/f  0 ^ 


will  exalt 

'י ל י  ' J׳( 


"This  is  my  Gd  & I 
I will  י*»  Him", 
iimen . 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  March  21,  19^6 

2nd  of  two-parts  on 

"10th  anuiv  of  GOP",  and  ev ,^!nation 


GATES/pi^lfi^^JrlOth  Annlv 


;ntroduct 

I  General 

1 ths  eve  use  GOP  as  we  normally  do  on  bi-wkly  basis; 
bt,  as  u may  recall,  nt  always  done  so 

2 at  1st,  Usd  new  pb  only  lx  a mo  bee  at  had  ■*=0 

ercome  neg  feeling  of  cone  to  ths  new  effort  by  büAÄ 
bt  aftr“  while,  via  ^Ht  ^om  dec,  use  it  2x  a ra9  al- 
though  nt  yet  fr  holidays 

3 of  c,  CCAR  also  publ  new  ini  pb,  GORep  bt  nt  for  us 
in  forseeable  future,  much  to  ray  regret» 

B Specific  . . x. 

1 Jfceason  fr  all  ths  repetition  of  hist  is  bee  we  have 

lust  observd  10th  anniv  of  public  of  GOP,  a mileston 
and  we  ought  to  evaluate  what  the  decade  has  wrought 

2 pbs,  frm  hist  perspective,  wrten  by  iji^v,  some  of 
the  grt  r & scholars  of  ages  past;  tjhs  pb  essential! 

by  a committee  . 

3 altho  led  by  Ohaim  Stem,  as  ed,  who  spoke  to  us  nr 

4 othr  fact:  10  yrs  old  in  US,  bt  GoP  based  on  ״Serves 

of  Hrt”  publ  in  England,  also  wth  Chaim  Stem  so  tha 
now,  in  essence,  one  type  of  pb  fr  Jews  of  ejigls 

spealcing  world.  Our  pb,  GOP,  part  of  ths  ef for  , 

5 vhat  kind  of  a decade  has  it  been;  where  do  we  stand 
re  pb?  will  spk  on  it,  bth  pos/neg  ths  & next  week. 

30DY 

A General  Observances  

1 frm  perspective  of  ten  yrs,  issue  of  like  or  dislike 
does  nt  really  seem  to  hinge  on  bks  weight;  there 
sev  other  factors  & these  would  like  to  delinia  e 

2 must  bear  in  mind  backgromd  which  preceded  the  actu 
writing  of  ths  new  bk:  laity  was  staying  away  frm  th 
Syn  in  droves,  attendance  'down  to  frightening  exten 

3 a conseq,  bee  feeling  was  that  fault  lay  wth  pb, 
many  r «»4- eeng  or  cong  com,  tried  their  hand 
at  writing  their  own  liturgy;  we  hero  did  it  as  well 
^ |)־nb1.  prayeiifeervipe  I wrote  & use  it  perhaps  l^cyr, 

4 thVrefore,  while  lack  of  laity  at  services  called  fr 
a new  effort,  laity  ^cj^g^pa-^^ticipate  m writing 
GOP  at  all,  nor  weEe'•^*«^^ consulted  at  any  stage  of 

־ its  composition.  Some  say:  a ^asic  f^^ 

5 the  othr  facjJor  I see  in  terms  of  evaTlTation  is  the 
diff  in  generations;  the  older  grp  nt  so  happy  w1 
GOP  bee  they  like  the  old,  familiar,  the  comfortable 
whereas  younger  element  wemts  & delights  in  c ange, 
in  options,  in  broader  perspectives  & the  inclusion 
of  different  themes,  relating  nt  only  to  Jud  = Oniv. 

D M)?»ATIVBü 
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13  NEGATIVES 

L we  cld,  of  c,  find  a gd  many  areas  of  c±iticism  re 
new  pbjbt  between  tbs  wk  & next,  want  to  adc^ess  my- 
/self  to  those  areas  which  are  of  substance,  m3  vs 
/ the  common  & now  even  silly  critic  01  wiight 

a especially  since  we  have  among  later  editions,  much 

M lighter  velimies  & we  try  to  distribute  them  her^ 

3 what  is  tt  issue,  •4»owavor , is  obvious  fact  that  des— 
pite  ten  yrsjbf  usage,  GOP  has  not  become  a topic  of 
conversation  & we  ought  to  recognize  this  fact 

4 ths,  frm  my  prof  pt  of  view,?  a sad  comT:1entary  bee 

it  leads  us  new  as  not  brought  bac 

that  large  port!  n of  laity  whom  we^issed  in  1st  pic 

5 indeed,  to  understand  my  thrust  fully,  let  me  speak 
in  more  precise  terms:  the  GOP,‘  unfortunately,  h s 
not  ki^filed  a passjon  for  prayer  in  the  hearts  o? 
our  congregants  and,  as  consequence, 

6 the  tie  betx^een  the  Jew  and  his  God  is  approx  on  the 
same  level  now  as  it  was  a decade  agd;  mgggi•  that  is 

a pity! 

7 what  we  have,  then,  on  one״^T»ycl , i^,  an  attempt  that 

failed  at  least  emotionaj^j^aiyi ; of  course, 

it  may  be  that  our  expecta^ons  were  un^alistic, 
that  the  enthusiasm  of  the  yth  movement  deluded»*#■־־־ 

8 bt  there  is  no  quest,  no  mattr  what  the  reasoning, 

that  all  is  nt  what  we  expected  it  to  be  a131east 
frm  the  emot,  spiritual  pts  of  view, י ׳■ 

C POSITIVE 

1 on  the  othr  hand,  must  nt  thiiife  that  all  is  negative 

bklljhu  uu  11.ד1/ו  f'yLiii'ii  Lu  TtiaL  ti  — the  pint  line — agnj 

2 there  are  sev  very  vi t al  po 3 aspects  also  & these 
must  nt  be  overlo<^ked;  always  easy  to  criticize  & 
tear  down  bt  that  is  cert  not  the  end  of  the  matter, 

9 fr  ex,  what  the  GOP  has  done  is  to  bring  us  into  th 
20th  cent  and  for  some  of- us  this  was  the  most  vital 
task.  Gone  are  the  days  of  UPD  where  "we  dig  far  a- 
way  frm  the  sun  that  othrs  may  be  warm,.."  etc 

4 r^thr,  we  in  post— Holoe  atid  post— ^ ate  of  Is  days  & 
these  2 events,  plus  exploration  of  Space , a thrust 
into  Univ,  mus־t  be  taken  into  consideratirm 

5 secondly,  despite  the  difficulties  of  GOP  in  general 
and  its  faults  in  partic,  and  the  lack  of  spiritual, 
which  we  feel,  *1avT.1׳<»heloo9  there  is  one  service, No. 
7,  which  affiinns  "There  lives  a Gd"  eight  ^^^mies/ 

־^t  is  hoped  that  some  of  ths  affirmation  acceptd 
by  the  congregant  who  by  process  of  repetition  must 


Con  Hpn^t  the  meaning  of  the  words. 

6 what  GOP,  then,  brings  to  the  fore,  even  it  does 
nnt  emnhasize  soirit  & emot.  is  the  leai^iinp:  oroces 
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iii 

the  prayerbk  becomes  an  educational  tool  so  as  to 
make  the  congregant  aware  Hand  ty  Intel ledtual  raer 
link  him  closer  to  the  heritage  of  our  people 
there  are,  as  u know,  in  add  to  many  services,  m! 
diff  themes 

and  all  of  them  serve,  as  it  were,  as  a course  of 
study  in  which  we  partic  & from  which  we  profit, 

9 we, may  not  be  tied  closer  theol  bt  intellectually 
^■^^imay/Ht  be  more  warmth  bt  surely  affinity  of 
CoI'lCLUSlüN 
A General 

1 we  will  räL^turn  to  theme  themes  next  Frid  eve  btc  a 
we  observe  tenth  anniv  of  public*  of  GOP  know  that 
much  has  hapi^iened  and  much  needs  still  to  be  said 

2 we  have  f exhausted  either  neg  or  pos  aspect 
and  we  have  to  understand  •qsssbcbM.  that  ths  new  pb, 
whether  we  use  it  bi-weekly  or  weekly,  is  the  bk  of 
the  future  and  cert  into  the  21st  centui’y 

3 we  then  must  struggle  with  it  and  to  this 

task  we  will  address  ourselves  next  week. 

Specific^ 

what  we  keep  in  mind,  at  any  וtirae 

if  ths  be  done  wth  integ  and  in  proper 
”intentH.  which  permeates  effort  & orig 
on  that  level,  it  seems  to  me,  whether 
indiv^cein  nt  be  faulted 

the  ”intent"  was  of  the  highest  order, 
and  insight‘,  much  soul*־  searching 
while  it  is  impossible  to  please 


of  evaluatio 
spirit,  is  t 
purpose  * 
Committee  or 

■t^ith  grt  dev 
ajid  scholarship  & 
everyone  the  mood 


created,  I feel,  ig  all  to  the  good. 


good. 

>1X־S| 


B 


perhaps  words  of  Mish,  re  Hi 1 lei  & Shammai,  apply 
to  our  two  pbs  as  well  J these  ^these  are  words  of 
living  Gd, 

that"  is  as  much  as  can  be  said,  that  is  the  best  we 
can  hope  for. 

Amen,  . 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  eve,,  March  14,  1986 


BIBLIOL  IQING  DAVID: II:  SAUI. 


INi'KODUCT 
A General 

1 last  mo,  in  ths  ongoing  lect-series  on  Biblic  King  I] 
spoke  to  u of  basic  problem:  how  D,  whose  ancestor 


cld  become  King  of  I s . 


was  nt 


ths  mSTproblra  goes  furthr  yet:  ^hy  did  Isr  nd  a Icng 
and  was  ths  idea  of  an  earthly  ruler  accept e'd ^asi  1> 
and  if  so,  by  whom;  if  nt , what  were  issues  of  conÄa 
3 in  brief,  then,  rel  schl  portrait  of  ^racious  kin^f 

Stic  and  it  is  a portrait  we  placing 
th  othr  issues  relating  to  1^, 


oo  simplj.st 
scmitiny  w 


far  t 
under 


B 


Specific 

1 bt  as  we  begin  to  examine  know  we^must  first  Ik 
at  Saul;  he  was  very  1st  king,  D  יו,רו ך^^  successor 
& it  was  Saul  who  had” to  deal  wth  quest  of  whethr 
people  needed  an  earthly  ruler  at  all. 

2 prior  to  kingship,  people  ruled  by  Jo^ua  and  later 

by  a sanies  of  Judges;  these  were  military 

leaders,  often  gpealcing  in  name  of  Gd,  leading  the 
people  fr  brief  periods  of  time,  then  forgotten 

[3'  x>rhat  is  siraji-f  abt  them:  kenj>'^57^0ple  on  gtraighj^xfittj 
^ fr  shor^t'«'׳^^iods  of  time^^'^'J^^ple  rebelled  & 3jW!jf^hpd 
othr.^־^^,  till  new  brought  them  backj 

4 bt  in  ths  context,  people  of  Is  saw  that  neighbrhin^ 
nations  all  had  Kings , whose  rule  stabilized  nation 
& they  wanted  a king  also;  went  to  Sara,  as  rep  of  Gd 
to  select  such  an  indiv  bt  Sara  nt  happy  bee  he  felt 
that  select  of  king  wld  detract  frm  respect  to  Gd. 

5 bt,  finally,  will  of  people  won  out  & Saul  selectd 
and,  in  terms  of  hist,  real  problems  now  began. 

BODY 

A SELEGflüN 

jth  selectn. 


we  in  dp  trouble;  3 
anointd  by 


frm  schol•  pt  of  v. 


Sara  & 
etc 
on  S 


& 


of  how  S was  chosenl 
handsome  man,  shepard, 

& later  "seizd”  wth  spirit  of  Lord, 
Sara  casts  lots  before  people  & fell 


w' 


versions 
a-IS9-10 
amazed 
b-Ch  1•: 


chosen  King 
of  defeat  of 


ref  again  made  to  modesty  of  newly 
c-Gh  11:  Saul  a warrior  &■  chosen  bee 


Ammonites;  a charismatic  leader  >^th  grt  victories 
2•  bt  no  sooner  selected  «&,  incidentally,  frm  ono  of  tl 
Insser  tribes  so  no  cause  fr  jealousy  an ong  grt  onei 
made  his  capital  at  Gibeah,  long  befre  Jeruslm  1 
3 ran  into  trouble  wth  main  who  anointed  him:  Samujje 
who  in  his  own  right,  now  competing  wth  king  fr  the 
affection  and  loyalties  of  the  people J In  brief, 
who  is  in  charge  here  anyway,  who  rruniing  the  peopli 
<fe  choice  nt  simply  between  Sam  & Saul  bt  Saul  & Gdl 


ii 

ths  disagreement  also  in  theol  terms:  Saul  sac  with 
out  Sara  presence,  ^רג.  inexcusable  ofiense  in  that 
& furthr,  when  Ssun  commd  Saul  to  destroy  all  ■Anialk 
bt  Saul  wld  nt  do  so,  his  doom  was  sealed. 

DAVID  r 

selectn  then  of  new  king,  while  Saul  stillAactive  < 
Ids  to  built-in  conflict;  Saul  encounters  D 1st  as 
protege,  then  as  rival  and  last  as  successor 
D finds  favr  wth  people  as  he  slays  ^oliath  & peotil 
sirig  his  praises  instead  of  Sauls;  Ü marries  Michal 
& thus  becoiaes  Saul's  son/law  bt  also  his  therapist 
it  apr-iearuj  that  Saul  often  sinks  into  dp  depression 
and  only  music  on  harp  or  lyre,  played  by  ע,  raanags 
to  uplift  his  spirits 
ths  does  nt  prevent  Saul  frm  throwing  spear  at  Davd 
so  that  future  king  has  to  flee  fr  his  life.  !here 
is  an  element  of  madness  in  Saul  <5;  it  is  intensifd 
as  vict  no  longer  his  & thrills  of  yth  no  longer 
sustain  him  ««■■■«ק ף ו 16 מ 

still,  X knowing  that  S is  anointd  of  G-d,/^will  nt  tk 
revenge;  in  one  of  grt  stories,  snetücs  up  to  ^aul 
in  night,  cuts  off  pc  of  clothing  tf^show  how  close 
he  was  bt  that  he  wld  ^ do  him  any  harm. 

ENDO.U  a/vÄ^  ^ 

finally,  !^ar  &.  D presence  I j.111  n  ידמ ו  too  much צ ז 

Saul  no  longr  has  confidence  to  ]pursue  battles 
in  one  of  grt  passages,  he  consiJW's  wth  witch  of  ^ 
altho  ths  against  one  of  his  own  rules:  people  nt 
to  deal  wth  "seers”  or  witches  or  magicians 


B 


& asks  her  to  call  up  ghost  of  S;m 
abt  future  battles.' K whether  he 
fee  is  to  conduct  himself 
out  of  mist,  a].>pears  in  a terrifying 


he  goes  to  wit'ch 
so  he  can 
will  win  how 
Samuel,  arises 


scene  <■״  prophesies  destruction 

Saul  goes  to  battle,  the  war  is  Tost,  his  people 
routed נ5 י  as  he  flees,  he  is  surrounded  by  enemy;  u 
order  nt  to  fall  into  thr  hands,  he  falls  on  Ijis 
own  sword  comidtting  suicide 

all  of  his  family  are  killd,  his  House  destroyed  & 
it  will  be  some  time  till  David,  as  king  in  his  ow 
right,  pulls  things  together  again  & f in rrt !־;־ד  nf־«»*• 
n.f  1r>>w,  imifies  people 

first  as  he  rules  in  Hebron  fr  7 yrs  & later 


t+f■ 


^ J V. י ׳-*  ^ 

in  Jerusalem,  for  mor(  tlian  3 decades, 

4 ״ I ■i.iii’-'t  II u . ׳ .דידו fu■  1■  ^ ^ 


ths  is  how 1 י  ili  v.i  lieil’■  I ״I  L, 


a div  feimily  is  destroyed  bee  enmityAon  personal 
j^gvYf'nt  only  that  Saul  vs  his  own  son/law  bt  also 
■^30^  close  rel  hetw  H & Jonathan,  Saul  s son,  a piie 
tion  which  has  prsued  hlstbry  to  ths  day. 
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CONCLUSION 

A Aggadic  Saul  & U . , ^ a  ־« ■ • ר 

1 bt  Saul  ■was  thie  1st  & therefore  in  latr  Aggadic  11 
occupied  a spec  pTlicei  r to  all  lengths  to  give  him' 
primacy  they  felt  he  desrvd  as  vs  popular  עavid 

2 fr  ex,  S has  bt  1 wife,  ^ had  many  & concubines; 

D remained  behind  to  direct  battle  bt^S^J^  troops; 

5 had  saintly  disposition  whe^^b  .״.aJuTrn  !.-i  .^ך,ו 

Jl^husb  of  his  latest  conquesty^ki lied 

3 D demanded  all  honor  due  a king  of  his  time  bt  1 
he  did  nt  bury-wth  honor-remaina  of  S & his  family; 

6 r wont  so  far  as  to  excusp  Saul  when  he  did  ^t  0-' 

bey  destroy  Anialek^TW  Saul  had  compassion  & 

did  nt  want  to  destroy  women  & ch  and  cattle,  who 
cert  were  nt  prone  to  sin. 

1  see  then  that  altho  centr  of  monarchy  13  & remain» 

D r cant  let  Saul  go  so  easily  vmW 


2 bt  power'^hlfted  & wth  power  came  abtise  of  priyilg, 
much  as  we  see  in  our  own  gvt  today  whethr  on  loci 

or  on  natl  levels  c tj  4-u  u 

3 one  of  those  instances  of  abuse,  b ^ Bathshova,  is 
what  I will  discuss  next  mo,  as  in  thz  ongoing  serie 
will  lea3m  of  anothr  side  to  the  Bibl  King  avid. 

Amen . 


. Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Feb,  28,  1986 
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B.  GUiaOK'S  100th  BAnniv. 


INTRüiנUCT 
A General 

1 it  is  in  ths  ysr,  & at  ths  seasn  of  yr,  that  we  celebr 
100th  b anrTiv  of  DBG,  one  of  grt  leaders  of  mod  Isr 

2 orig  nt  my  intention  to  splc  of  DG,  excpt  perhaps  in 
passing  ref  bt  when  I made  note  of  anniv  & Iked  int 
his  life,  underfttd  that  an  liv  cld  nt  be  ignored 

3 as  mattr  of  fact,  BG  nt  just  a leader  ht ־ ״rrir  whom 
we  talce  fr  granted,  he  was  alWaYs  simply  ”there"  ־bt 
uppn  reflection,  he  one  of  seminty.  personalities. 

B Specific 

1 nt  only  was  he  involvd  in  every  majr  development  of 
Zionism  bt  he  dictated  the  course  of  events  fr  Stat 

2 in  add  to  which;  he  evolvd  so  many  philo  aPP^roaches 
to  Z that  modern  concept  of  the  State  & "BG  almost 
synonymous 

^ bis  3 ]principles  of  Z somewhat  diff  from  those  of  D 
bt  then  these  were  2 vastly  diff  personalities: 
politic  1 theorist  who  spoke  only  to  kings  & emp; 

4 and  BGt'^the  practical  idealist  whose  dream  it  was  fe 
ans  1 at e ideal  into  realiitty  & far  f rm  kings/emp  t\^ 

— t»f  peg^&ll  bA  std  side  by  side 

wth  fellow  workers  as  they  slavd  frra  ATI  to  PM  to  cl 
the  stubborn  land  to  eventualD.y  1na3<e  it  br  frxiit, 

5 his  3 principles  of  Z governd  people  fr  decades: a) t 
work  on  land,  b)  immig  settle  own  affairs  without 
interference  frra  Diasp,  and  c)  Hebrew  the  basic  Ian 

6 xxntil  modern  technol  came  along  to  ch;m.ge  1st  of  p 
principles,  they  remained  in  effect  & helpd  to  forg 
ch^^racter  of  the  people  & later  the  nation. 

BODY  ^ — ׳ 

A YOUTH 

1 we  can  follow  BG  best  if  we  .gee  his  career  chronol 


bee  at  ev  step  along  way,  1903^  deeply  involved  in  Z 

2 fr  ex,  at  age  14  he  fd  Z Tth  move  in  own  home  toxm 
and  at  age  20, “Tn  1906  he  left  Pol  to  settle  in  Pal 
in  short,  n^raere  "mouth"  Z bt  who  Ivd  his  convictn 

3 of  c,  it  soon  showed  that  BG  more  than  a "worker"  & 

that  his  mind  should  nt  be  allowed  to  idle;  he  was 
sent  to  study  wth  idea  of  helping  the  movement 

4־sinc0  Pal  xuider  Ottoman  rule,  he  stxidied  law  at  ^ 
at  balonica  bt  when  that  city  taken  over  by  Gr  in 
1912  he  went  to  ^onst  to  finish  his  ed 

5 of  c,  things  somewhat  more  complic  than  mere  dates 
indicate:  he  was  arrested  by  Turks  as  "subversive 
at  outbreak  of  & exiled  to  E;  from  there  he  flee 

to  England  to  retiirn  to  ^ few  yrs  later  (1918)  as  ^ 
part  of  Jewish  Eegion,  having  m Paula,  a nurse  in  x 
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1 by  time  of  Jerus  riots  in  1920,  he  still  o^ily  34  yrs 
old,  ,«Si  wit,  to  Lond  to  establ  ties  wth  Labor  Party 

2 bi^r^si  cal  I y,״^  a xvorker  & embraced  v/orkors* 
lo  & needs;  that  same  yr  he  fd  Hstadrut  in  Israel 

& he  became  leader  of  the  labor  movement,  for  he  tk 
title  of  Sect-general 

3 and  despite  challenges  frm  r (Jabot1>^ky,  fr  ex)  le 
held  on  «3^  later  parlayed  ths  position  to  becoming 

c hairman  of  J Agency  Executive,  ״ . 

^ affairs  tos«thr  wth  Ch  ^ 


וחוו  — j-Ui — w-ag  ־ ׳ י ׳ ׳ י י ״ ^ ^ 

force  of  character  & personality  shaped  ouato  in 

imase  and  results  still  with  us  o u u  ״״ ״ 

5 fr  fx.  to  resolve  conflict  betw  Irgun  & Has  he  coop 
״th  British  vs  Palmach  and  in  ths  maimer,  as  Has  woi 
inter’H^Tbattle,  BG  helped  avert  Civil  War  between 
rivBLl  army  factions  as  new  State  being  formed 

6 BG  ^so  went  into  european  cam8י ן  in  19‘^J  as  these  & 

DP  camps  available  to  him, to  urge  survivors  *o  come 
to  Israel, even  by  illegal  means  & he  successfiil  <5. 
thus  swelled  popul  of  htate  when  "®®“'’־I/*  ^ 

hÄ^-taL  in  1947,  achieved  it  in 
May  1948,  it  was  he  also  who  decl  J^r  the  oap  x 9 

8 in^short,  without  him  modem  Isr  nt  the  ^tate  it  is 
bee  he  a majr  thiriker  & doer/ «5!  his  cr|^xv  y n- 
herent  in  ev  area  of  concern  as  a natl  entity. 

C IdDTXREMENT  ^ ^ nr 

1 have  already  indicated,  if  nt  in  detail,  that  BG 
career  was  nt  always  tranquil,  perhaps  majr  ^der- 
statement;  his  personality  was  such:  confi^atxon 
? bt  ^of  c,  world  changed  «&  his  place  wxthinThat 
' world;  he  was^verAvhelmed  on  a personal  level  by  tie 
T affair^in  I960,  !«?hen  BG  was  already  ?4,  & it 

was  an  issue  tinged  with  person,  clashes,  e^onaiTe 
and  covor-ups  which  wld  plague  him  till  e״H5f  life 
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CONCLUSION 

A General 

1 of*  c,  even  in  retirement . BG  •was  nt  like  most  oth±?s 
who  simply  used  leisure  time  to  be  free  of  responsit 

2 when  he  came  to  S’de  ^okef!  a l^ib  in  ^egev,  he  was, 
of  c,  too  old  to  work  on  land  but  his  second  majr  in 
tercst,  gd,  shone  through:  he  fd  a HS 

3 while  hn  studied  ^ible,  philo,  Bhuddisni  & Spn2 

these  sub  ]ecta^united  by  a common  strand  except 
perhaps  his  love  of  knowledge  but  tlוey  certainly  dif 
as  he  was  diff,  as  he  was  uniqrie  in  so  many  ways. 

B SpePTfic 

1 one  o:bhr  issue  which  bears  on  events  in  ovir  cong  on 
two  levels:  it  was  he  who  launched  1st  Isr  Bond  Br 
in  US  in  1951,  jugt  35  yrs  ago 

2 and  we  will  cont  this  type  of  fund  raising  fr  Israel 
a wk  from  Simday,  June  1st  at  our  brkfast  here, 

3 further,  despite  many  protests,  was  the  man  who 
accepted  anSprohiot  ed  Ggriiian  ^Reparations  payment  by 
post-w^r  gvt  to  benefit  of  Israel , as  well  as  indiv 
Je^tfs  & So  many  of  our  cong  derive  benefit  frm  his 
foresight, 

4 bt  it  was  a struggle  ח רד י ■ ihihil  j ^■pי^^ץ^י*g-  g^nd  the  rest 
he  so  richly  de»ervd  did  nt  come  until  the  time  of 
his  d in  197^, 

5 to  observe  his  life  span,  100  yrs  aftr  his  b,  is  a 
matter  perhaps  of  Z duty  bt  more,  a raattr  of  pride,  j 
His  memory,  the  life  of  BG,  surely  is  a blessing  to  j 
modern  Jewry,  to  State  of  Israel,  to  hist  of  our  ppl 

Amen,  , 


Heb.  Tab.,  May  23,  1986 

Hen  Gii-r  lOOth  Bj^r-thday  ־^niv 


׳ YOM  ilASlIOAII:  IQ  86 

INTRO DUCT 
A General 

1 am  very  gratefl  to  offic  & raerabrs  of  ths  comm  fr  peJ 
mitting  me  to  share  ths  ot>serv  wth  u;  to  Rabbi  P.Gri 
fr  issuing  the  invitation 

2 u have  handed  me  a heavy  task,  espec  in  presence  of 
these  ^1;  do  nt  exag  when  I tell  u that  ths  assignm 
taken  very  gsriously  by  me,  causd  sleepless  nights 

y & an  endless  churning  of  thoiight  dur  *»41  many  days! 

"A  3 superfic,  sho!  Id  be  rel  easy  to  talk  re  Shoah,  what 
wth  diff  bks  being  written  all  the  time,  .jthe  film 
"Shoah”,  & constant  rof  to  the  Hul  n r 1^111  rimJj  iiiji 

issues  which  vie  fr  space  in  our  consciousness: 

4 anti-sem  & anti-Z  of  Arab/Muslim  bloc,  jokes  of  W. 
Grmn  gvt  official  that  to  get  mor^none^^fr  thr  muni 
cipal  budget  ought  to  1-5^11  a few  J ew s^^^ro / Waldheim 
to  reissuing  in  its  full  2 vols  the  work  by  Raul 
Hiiberg,  perhaps  the  most  detailed  of  hist  on  subjc 

5 what  then  could  I add  that  has  nt  already  been  said 
& probably  bettr?  of  what  use  my  ran^xng  £1nd  scream 

(fing  into  a world  which  hears  too  much  hype  anyway? 

י Why  raise  yr  voice  when  subjct  matter  ^ready  crios 
out  to  the  Heavens? 

6  sometimes,  hopefully,  a whisper  is  a much  more  pow 
erfiil  instrument  to  attHacTmen's  souls  bee  it  fore 
es  people  to  listen;  Elijcili  already  spk  of  "the 
- small,  still  voice  ”op?  /TT‘‘*  he  was/is  correct  I 

B Specific  י 

1 s9,  membrs  of  the  Wiim  corn-unity , let  me  spk  as 
softly  as  I can.  ^ *t^he  more  original  1 tried  to  be 
the  more  I returnd  to  ו ,fl*•  questions  bee  they,  in 
turn,  still  defy  rational,  obvp  logical  answers 
2 bt  issue  was  brought  home  to  me  on  2 levels,  one  re 
cent  & the  othr  ongoing, 

recent:  attnd  World  U in  T•  at/\table  of  10,  eight 
were  ths  gen  of  ref  fr*ra  Nazism,  2 were  2nd  generatn 
Of  the  10^ none  now  Ivd  eithr  in  countries  or  citie 
T^here  they  were  born  & only  2 ^youngest  spoke  Engl 
as  thr  native,  mot  hr  tongue,  !jiore*•  »!»ly — S— couple  o 

r~ — f-tt-br-  nri  nr  t o— cxaaiiig  ■-  c — at־ 

ongoing:  Aufbau  obit  notices  rd  like  a map  of  worl 
someone  may  have  d in  IfHts  bt  fam  will  sign  farm  US 
to  SAf,  to  Brit,  to  Israel,  to  Argent,  to  Austral! 

3  my  pt:  Shoah  & its  raiiiific  disnersd  us  to  four  cor 
ners  of  earth  literally;  go  anywhere  in  world  to— 
day  & ti  will  event  meet  remnant  of  Nz  onslought,  ft 
4 sooner  or  later.*  thr  conversatn  will  feflect  the 
pain,  the  trauma,  the  injustice  done  to  thr  lives 
although  more  than  40  yrs  have  now  passed  into  his 
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ChargesDropped  in  Germany 
In ‘a  Few  Rich  Jews' Remark 

— 

DÜSSELDORF,  West  Germany. 
April  28  (Reuters)  — Proceedings  have 
been  dropped  against  a former  mayor 
who  spoke  of  killing  “a  few  rich  Jews’ 
to  balance  his  town’s  budget,  a spokes-* 
man  for  the  public  prosecutor’s  office 
|}aid  today.  ' 

' He  said  the  case  against  Count 
Wilderich  v<m1  Spee  was  dropped,  with 
the  approval  of  the  local  Jewish  organi- 
2ati<m,  after  he  had  donated  $41,000  to  a 
children’s  cancer  hospital. 

Count  von  Spee,  descendant  of  a Ger- 
man  naval  hero,  was  Christian  Demo- 
ciatlc  Mayor  of  Korschenbroich,  near 
Düsseldorf,  when  he  made  the  remark 
last  January.  A public  outcry  caused 
him  to  resign  from  the  town  council. 
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5 of  c,  link  wth  hist  exists  bee  they  are  that  hist- 
& it  wi<fcl  be  so  nntil  ths  gen  gone  foro^r^wr  bt,  in 
meantir'e , let  us  deal  wth  the  pain  as  we  ask  a few 
questions,  nt  original  bt  seminal. 

Bom 

A1׳׳rhe  Horror 

1 recently  fought  internal  battle  whethr  shoixld  see 
the  9 2 hr  movie  "Shoah";  I compromised  «S:  think  I 
gt  the  worst  of  the  bargain:  I rd  the  text  in  bkfrii 

2 say  I gf*wor;:,t’'of  bargain  bee  while  in  film  the  im׳ 
appears  & then  is  superceded  by  the  next  & u have 
almost  no  time  to  reflect  before  next  portion  is 
shown,  nt  so  fortunate  in  bk 

3 impossible  fr  me  to  imagine  the  horror  of  which  I 
rdl  Sev  times  I cought  myself  re-reading  to  make 
cert  that  I had  rd  correctly  & nt  that  my  mind  had 
wandered  in  some  sort  of  obscene  direction 

4 I say  to  u:  frra  pt  of  view  of  •׳ci.v״human  being,  & f 
free  to  analyze  & debate  ths  teimi  to  yr  hrts  contn 
it  is  impossible  fr  the  av,  norml,  sane  person  to 
believe  that  such  horror  actually  occuredl 

5 at  core  of  the  bhoah  lies  nt  the  supposition,  or  ti 
belief,  or  the  idea  bt  the  fact,  the  experience 
that  it  did  occur. 

6 bt,  of  cT'as  soon  as  bk  & film  were  released,  reac 
to  it:  & jjJ:  very  favi^ably  frm  Polish  pt  of  view. 

*־  an  a^tjf־i  cle  on  the  reactn  to  film,  pt  is  made 

time  & again  that  peasants  at  best  displayed  ii^if 
to  fate  of  Jews  & smirk  of  s^sfactn  that  Germans 

Poles  frgot  a)  lay-Gath  org  in  19^2  justif  help  Jw 
as  X duty  alt ho  "thr  fate  is  a well  desrvd  punishm 
& a Gen  of  gvt־in-ex,  in  43,  aftr  3nd.ll  J alread  d 
deplord  action  & added:  "'let  ns  nt  indulge  in  f als 
grief  fr  a people  that  is  entirely  alien  to  us  I 
(or  c,״J  ivd  in  Pol  fr  morejthan  a raillenia). 

8 HÄ^=iiiyCfe^:hs  hatred,  ths  horror  vs  Jews?  Prirao  Le\ 

states  that  almost  incumbent  upon  us  n^  to  underst 
fr  if  we  did,  if  we  ^ comprehend  t hr  horror  & ha 
we  wld  put  ourselves  in\t heir  place  I 

9 ths,  by  inverse  logic,  we  gain  a sexise  of  relie  , 
bee  cant  comprehend  thr  deeds;  tlieirs  are  non-humn, 
rcaזוFלרounfter-human  words,  deeds  & persons  & we  liv 
no  measuring  rod  fr  comparisons,  fr  rational  eval. 

O thr  evil,  the  horror  of  thr  deeds  stands  in  isola- 
tion;  it  is  outside  of  man  and  yet  it  happened.  Bt 
wth  it  all,  I~  glad  that  I can  nt  comprehend  the 
sep  of  fam,  the  flames  of  the  cr4mat,  the  kill  oi 
ch,  the  torfeure,  the  hungr,  the  cries,  the  ped.n. 
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B THE  PEOPLE 

1 bt  let  me  ask  anothr  quest,  which  has  its  o\m.  ramif 
& diiio  which  is  again  nt  orig  bt  still  defye  ans^^rs, 

2 who  were  the  pe^le  involve!  in  the  Shoah,  in  making 
it  work?  Dont  reEer  to  the  victims  now  bt  to  the 
In  Nz  occupd  lemds  what  did  the  p think  as  enorm 
of  Jews  taken  fi’m  villg,  tTvns,  cities  &■  "resettld"? 
How  can  they  say  today,  as  they  did  already  in  '455 
dont  know  what  was  going  on,  or  what  happened. 

3 we  Icnow  what  they  did:  applauded,  adra,  adored  thr 
grt  leaders  in  public  bt  what  in  privat e . or  even 
in  privacy  of  thr  hrts?  The  vacuum  created  by  deprt 
of  tens  of  thous  simply  cld  nt  be  hidden  or  ignrd, 

4 and  it  was  nt  j^^st  the  emptiness  bt  the  con^e^uencs 
of  ths  void;  fr  ex,  everything  had  to  be  invented 
bee  ev  prob  Im  was  unprecedented.  Nt  just  hoi■/  to  k±l 
the  *J  bt  what  to  do^ wt h thera^hr  property  aftrward, 
& how  to  dl  wth  problm  of  nt  letting  world  know  wht 
is  happening.  A!!  thi^roblni  were  new;  it  was an  au- 
thorization  to  invent ” (^hoah,  p,  72f) 

»^furthr:  Neichsbahn  was  ready  to  ship  any  cargo  in 
retm  fr  paymnt . , , were  pd  by  track  1cm,  so  many  pf 
ch  •undr  10  = ^ fare  & ch  under  4 = free, 
had  to  be  made  fr  only  one  way;  guards,  of 
have  return  fare  pd;  there  were  even  "grp” fr 
Ihe  J^were  being  shpd  in  much  same  way  than  any  "^ex 
cur^  grp  wld  be  gr^atd  a spec  fare  if  there  wer^ 
enough  people  travel;  minim  = 400,  a kind  of  ehrt  er 
f are  1 ( Shoah,  p.  !42) 

What  I say  is  nt  sarcasm  bt  fact,  basd  on  document, 

5 how  cld  it  be  hidden,  how  cld  p claim  innocence? 
Some  have  seiid  that  those  involvd  were  murderers, 
torturers,  perverts;  indeed,  monsters  & all  of  ths 
descript  trms  are  true‘  bt  only  to  an  extent:  these 
extremes^  /in  thr  reality,  too  few  to  be  truly  daiig 

Who  the'J»^  how  did  it  all  work  so  smoothly? 
^bec  ordinary  people  helped;  these  nt  millions  of 
monsters  bt  you  & I transfimiedy  & I am  always  brght 
back  to  Hanjiah  Arendts  descriptive  title  of  her 
shattring  bk:  "The  i^anality  of  üvil";  the  banality 
the  ordinariness  of  the  people  involvd  in  making  t 
Shoah  into  a reality  was  astoni^’hing^&  in  its  gras 
victim  became  helpless  & thus  was  led  to  die. 
at  the  hrt  of  the  Shoah  is  nt  only  the  victm 
bt  perhaps  frm  pt  of  view  of  lesson  fr  hist:  the 
perpetrator  who  by  his  acquiescence  added  emphasis 
to  ths  banality  & t-^E«^*c€mt~^e  exc\1sed,  cant  be  so 
readily  forgiven,  his  gin  can  nt  be  forgotten,  his 
part  in  the^  exercise  of  evil  must  be  noted  fr  all 

^ L«־v^  4v  4 h 
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נ THE  VICTIMS 

1 have  spoken^  of  Shoah  frni  all  angles  excpt  victim,  bt 
ths  nt  an  oversight! 

2 why  did  ths  happen  to  Jews?  No  answer;  cert  nt  theol 

of  bartering  Israel  fr  six  million!  ״Ve  arisw 

only  precedents'' in  @ age,  land,  century 

3 paral  quests  why  did  bd  permit  ths?  how  glib  of  us  t 
push  guilt  in  direction“upst airs  rat hr  than  wresting 
wth  it  purselyes!  pt  1st  or  last  time  fr  sou  !.-search 

do  we  learn?  & at  is  lesson? 

7^  go  either  ways  hatrd  on  our  part  suspicious  vs 
everyone  & everything,  as  potential  anti-s  & ^ z,  Ar 
Muslim,  etc  who  sks  nt  merely  to  harm  bt  to  ^mihil 
How  tra^:ic  if  we  wld  be  driven  in  ths  direction! 

5 at  same  time,  we  must  force  oj^rs  to  learn  bec,  as  I 
see  it,  oblig  is  incumbent  upon  them.  Many  say,  fr- 
get  Shoah,  hr  too  much  of  it,  time  is  past,  nt 
ch,  let's  nt  malce  ourselves  obnox  in  eyes  of  bentile 
neighbrs  by  constnt  refrain  on  ths  matter,  etc.  In 
shrt,  we  afrd  world  get  sick  of  our  troubles  & we 
will  exper  a backlashs  instd  of  sentim,  ^n^ance -*f 

7 am  sure  there  are  ma31y  who  think  like  this“bt  I ^ 
one  of  them;  ray  moral  oblig  to  spk  out,  my  r^  obli 
in  mem  of  those  wITo  perishd  to  have  my  say,  my  s■^^ 
oblig  to  say  to  the  world:  had  u reactd  then  my  wrl 
would  be  so  diff  today:  larger  pop,  centrs  of  learn 
Stetl  wld  be  cities,  pain  wld  be  absent,  I cld  live 
in  shadow  of  a“norml"  pogrom  (Kishineff  = 54  kiHd} 
rathr  than  6 mill  ind  l^  mill  children.  Cant  be  | 
silent  & noithr  should  u.  ^ ,  ץ ך 

CüaCLUSIuN  ^  ־ ׳'I  ״-*  < 

A General  , _ ״ w ukJw 

1 w lat  is  message?  dont  be  like  them,  ever‘/m^^^ 

2 dont  lose  sight  of  the  past,  dont  ever  ^orge 

3 dont  be  ostrich  today,  dont  be  h 

nianifestations  of  otir  problems:  frm  Waldheim  t«  i^ah 

1 bt  all  of  these  lessons/mossage  = ndgatv  - 

2 what  abt  pos?  a־  believe  in  future,  always.Wc»-^ 
b-  practice  yr  Jud,  dont  give  a posthum  vict  to  tl 
c-  embrace  an  ideal,  a cause,  a sense  of  justice  be! 

cause  those  who  do,  bettr  chance  of  survival 
d_”’'in  place  where  there  are  no  men,  ^ a man 

3 how  else  to  respond  to  obsei’v  of  Yom  HaShoah  excpt 

to  Ik  at  yr  ch  & gr-ch  ^,th  thanks  in  yr  hrt;  surely 

if  any  ^iswelTat  alJ._to  precedents  which  shaped  us, 

these  ^^^re  the"  answer  - o . T «h ^ 

4 in  thr'^-^irit , in  thr  persons  we  say  wth  ps״  i sha 

nt  die  bt  live  & dedre  the  works  of  the  Lord,  ^ 
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WHAT  WILL  NEW  YR  BRING? 


ntro 

06מ era 1 

1 u well  know  that 3|hs  Is  mo.  of  Elul ; time  to  prepare 
for  the  HH 

2 Indeed,  it  Is  time  fr  Sellchot;  time  for  us  to  ask 
for  gorgiveness,  to  moot'-amd  examine  our  persons, 
our  lives,  our  feelings  and  concerns 

3 and,  in  anticip  of  HH,  to  make  adjustments  mentally, 
spiritually  and  psyohologlcally • 

i  Specific י י—/ ו•/«. 

1 it  is  nt  an  easy  wse,  accord  to  tradition. 

2 those  *who  take  time«span  lightly  nt  fulfilling  obllg 
fr  we  dont  just  turn  calendar  frm  one  page  to  anothr 
bt,  rather,  we  come  before,,  we  stand  before  Gd 

3 within  J trad,  it  is  the  supreme  moment  fr  each  in- 
div;  the  most  sacred  time  of  yr;  at  core  of  exlstenc 
as  few  days  IntoTuture  we  echo  words  of  prayerbook; 

4 who  shall  live  and  who  shall  die;  are  we  assured  of 
being  inscribed  in  Bk  of  Life? 

5 these  nt  to  be  considered  &s  rhetorical  questions  bt 
Issues  fundamental  to  our  existence. 

iODY ״־־־־־ י 

GLIBNESS 


1 problem  is  that  we  Indiv  jugt  do  not  take  questions 
and/or  occasion^  seriously 

2 what  will  new  yr  bring  me,  we  ask?  with  shrug  of  the 
shoulders.  Aftr  all,  what  can  we  hope  to  expect? 

3 is  there  really  any  region  to  hope  or  feel  that  the 
co'dltlons  which  lie  lr1f\fait  all  abt  us,  as  indiv  in 
Wash  Hts,  as  Jews  in  Aj^erlca  or  Israel,  as  human  be- 
ings  liable  to  all  the  fallings  of  mortality,  will 
change  in  aטy  way  whatsoever? 

4 is  there  really  anyone  out  there  who  thinks  that  the 
11  P.M.  news  six  months  from  now  will  be  different? 
Only  the  names  will  ch^^^ge  bt  the  conditions  » same  . 

5 as  consequence,  people  take  trad  of  hhange,  of  eval 
& of  seli^-exam  wth  grain  of  salt;  we  fig.  wink  th  ey 
bee  we  go  along  wth  passages  in  pb  bt  dont  believe. 
TRUTH 


have  faith  b 
rejection• 


ii 

we  want  to  believe  bt  cant,  we 
are  sceptical,  want  to  spk  to  Gd  bt 
YR  & WHAT  WE  BRI^  TO  IT 

problem  wth  all  this  disc,  as  I see  it,  is  that  we 
expect  so  much  of  what  yr  has  to  offer  us;  reverse 
nds  to  be  considered  as  well:  what  we  bring  t9  yr•^ 
nt  dlffic  to  be  sceptical  & fearfulT״ easy  to  find’h 
and  turmoil,  no  spec  skill  req  fr  disaster  & tears 
rather:  must  approach  new  yr  wth  Ked^ha  = sancftif 
by  which  I mean  a sense  of  holinesH״־^ It  is  nt  Just 
that  yr  has  to  offerus  something,  we  must  come  to  i 
wth  certain  attitude,  an  approach  to  Jife 


will  dis 
,Jiow  u s 
of  i 


lurt  & heartache  of 
wishbaR  ^t 


4 of 


to 


none  of  th 
apear  Just  bee 

life  is  of  grt  consequene’e  

life  nt  Just  or  six,  glass  | empty/full,  op/p 

bt  how  we  view  existence  & again  a subtle  contr 
diction  ln*ere1^;^ln^our  lives:  JX  as  bad  as  we  say. 
why  cont?  why  nt^^su^^de  at  1st  avail  moment? 
bee  we  know  that  there  is  sanct  to  our  existence,  w 


we  are  of  worth  & that 


D 


do  have  a place 

is  eternal  premise  as  we  face  th^occas  of  NYr. 

HOPE 

1 so  we  have  Keäusho  bt  also  have  Tkfoh  = hope•  Th 

is  that  issue  of  promise,  of  tomorrow  which  we  know 
will  come  & even  if  no  it  is  behind  the  clouds 

2 how  many  times  have  peoj^e  appeared  defeated,  wth  n 
enthus,  or  energy  to  thrive  or  even  move  & yet,  as 
mood  is  regenerated,  as  spirits  are  lifted,  '*hone”  t 

\ there  is  that  sense  within  human  being:  will  np  |ilv 
v^up,  wftll  nt  surrender  to  despair,  bellevej(  (despite 

^ better  day  & ^ re  utopian  unworldly 
0>'1^ense  bt  fr  you  and  me.^^r’^d  and  perhaps  fr  bless• 


ennobl  and  in 
sustains  life 


hope  strength, 

in  all  kinds  of  sit. 


^4  the  attribute  of 
many  an  Instance 
CONCLUSION 


A Gen 

issue,  then,  as  we  come  doer  to  NYr  is  nt:  how  wll 
nyr  affect  us,  will  it  be  dlff  fr  us  on  any  level  b 
rathr:  how  will  approach  yr,  what  we  bring  to  it 
it  is  an  issue  we  dl  wth  all  r days  bt  thse^ days  es 
peclally;  our  eels t nt  in  Isolatl  n bt  llnkd  re  2 wr 
B Specific 

first:  sajiotif  !cation : sense  of  awe,  special,  holy 
2nd:  h_ppe.  as  an  incentive  to  conduct,  there  is  a 
future,  we  can  be  a part  of  tomorrow 
nelthr  sanctlf  nor  hope  are  theoretl cal  bt  real,  nt 
even  theol  bt  human;  they  guide  us  forward. 

Frld  eve•.  Sept•  12,  1986  ^»4# 


Amen/ 


1st  Service:  Greetirgs 


Want  to  extnd  hand  of  welcome  to  one  & all 
people  returnd  frm  distant  places 
most  of  us  spared  Illness  & hurt  of  1B0tas33±3ag.X^ 
we  come  back  refreshed  in  body  & spirit 


ths  1st  eve  of  our  new  seasn  of  activ  jjt  time  for 

lengthy  sermonizing;  rather,  callto  yr  attentn: 

1-  refurbished  Sanct,  Social  Hall,  Vestibule 
wth  much  effort  , enorm  (fledlc 
as  we  expect(^  bt  much  to  our  s^rpise,  done  ^ 


2-  antic  two  events  nt  ready  immed  bt  fr  HH 
first:  chair  lift  to  be  installed  due  to 
grt  effort,  courtesy  & ]personal  dedic  by  Men 
something  we  ^jd  to  take  care  of  our  people; 
age,  InfirmitTes,  handicaps  nt  to  be  dejfnied•*• 
if  all  works  as  it  ought,  as  planned,  boon ! 


3-  othr  mattr  nt  quite  ready  bt  in  process  of 
being  brought  here  is  exhibit  of  Syn  as  they 
stood  prior  to  1938  * 

nt  completed  bee  did  nt  want  to  Interfere  wth 
refurbish  of  vestibule 

u will.ןנ ן  amazed  & exhlllrated  by  exhibition 
and  we  7«* it  dur  months  of  Holidays  bee  people 
without  memory  is  of  little  cousequence. 


Mטch  will  happen  in  mo  to  come:  gd  & bad,  Joy  & trial, 
life  & death,  success  & failure,  ill  & recovery 


bt  wth  all  these  aspects  of  life,  we  have  somethn 
very  special  & shines  thru,  time  & a^ln:  refer 
to  concern  & oaring,  as  well  as  sharing,  re  times 
of  nd,  sadness,  Joy 


do  jjt  know  of  many  qthr  cong  where  feelings  of 
help,  support,  sustaining  strength  wells  up  as 
quickly  and  as  honestly  as  here 


support  system  we  have  built  up  among  ourselves 
is  one  of  greatest  assets  & must  be  continued 
re  •ccaslons  of  Joy  which  we  share  within  family 
^ when  accident,  Illness  & death  come  to  our  door 


r 
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Rabbi  Walter  Würzburger,  Chairman;  Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner,  Co־Chair-Interreligiou5 
Affairs  Committee;  Rabbi  Mordecai  Waxman,  Chairman  IJCIC;  Rabbi  Henry  Michelman  ^ 
Leon  A.  Feldman.  SCA  Interreligious  Affairs  Consultant  . , , / 


CARMELITE  CONVENT  AT  AUSCHWITZ 
May  1986 


It  is  urgent  that  SCA  continues  its  campaign  in  the  USA  and  abroad  to 
oppose  the  establishment  of  a convent  at  Auschwitz  by  the  Carmelite  Order. 

Contact  is  being  made  with  the  Papal  Nuncio  in  Washington,  the  Polish 
Ambassador  in  Washington,  the  president  and  members  of  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Bishops  Conference  in  Washington,  as  well  as  with  local  bishops  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Chicago  and  other  cities  --  and  with  the  Carmelite  Order  and  the 
Sisters  of  Zion.  We  must  express  our  opposition  to  this  project,  which 
would  memorialize  two  Catholics  who  met  their  deaths  in  Auschwitz,  but 
ignores  the  unique  Jewish  dimension  of  this  tragedy. 

The  background  is  briefly  as  follows:  (Drawn  from  resources  which  have 
been  published  and  from  my  conversation  with  Prof.  Dr.  Clemens  Thoma,  Director 
of  the  Institute  of  Judish-Christliche  Forschung  of  the  Theological  Faculty, 
Lucern,  Switzerland). 

A Polish  Catholic  Priest,  Father  Maximilian  Kolbe,  offered  himself  for 
death  in  the  hunger  bunker  for  another  Christian.  Apparently,  during  the 
NAzi  occupation  in  or  near  Cracow,  in  retaliation  for  one  or  several  German 
officers  who  were  assassinated  by  the  underground,  a number  of  people  were 
rounded  up  to  be  shot.  One  of  the  individuals  begged  for  his  life,  being 
a family  man,  Kolbe  stepped  in  to  replace  that  individual.  Kolbe  was  later 

beatified. 

Pope  John  Paul  II,  on  his  visit  to  Auschwitz  on  June  7,  1979,  praised 
that  act  by  Kolbe  "in  this  site  that  brought  death  to  four  million  people 
of  different  nations..." 

The  other  person  was  Edith  Stein.  Born  in  Breslau  of  a Jewish  family 
with  an  orthodox  background,  she  eventually  became  assistant  to  Professor 
Edmund  Husserl  (founder  of  Phenomenology)  at  the  University  of  Freiburg, 
where  she  earned  her  Ph.D.  in  1917.  In  1922  she  conyerted  to  Catholicism 
and  subsequently  devoted  herself  to  teaching,  lecturing  and  writing.  In 
1932  she  was  offered  a professorship  in  Philosophy  at  the  University  of 
Muenster.  When  the  Nazis  came  to  power,  her  activities  were  curtailed, 
being  a non-Aryan,  but  she  was  able  to  enter  the  Carmelite  Convent  in 
Cologne,  taking  the  name  Teresa  Benedicta  of  the  Cross. 
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In  1939,  she  transferred  to  the  Carmelite  House  in  Echt  (Holland)  to 
avoid  causing  trouble  for  the  Cologne  Carmelites  and  to  escape  the  Nazis. 
In  1942,  the  Dutch  bishops  issued  a pastoral  letter  denouncing  Nazi  perse- 
cution  of  Jews.  In  reprisals,  the  Nazis  rounded  up  more  than  one  thousand 
Jewish  Catholics  -־  laypeople,  nuns  and  priests  --and  shipped  them  to 
concentration  camps.  She  was  among  them  and  died  in  the  gas  chambers  of 
Auschwitz  on  August  9,  1942. 


There  is  also  a different  version  of  how  Edith  Stein  came  to  Auschwitz, 
but  1 have  been  unable  to  check  the  facts;  While  still  assistant  to  Professor 
Husserl,  she  had  prepared  a memorandum  about  the  situation  of  the  Jews  in 
Germany  under  the  Nazis,  which  she  submitted  to  the  Papal  Nuncio  Cardinal 
Pacelli  (later  Pope  Pius  XII)  during  a visit  to  Freiburg,  requesting  the  Pope 
to  issue  a condemnation  of  Nazi  atrocities  against  Jews.  This  document  was 
accepted  by  Pacelli  but,  apparently,  did  nothing.  He  was  of  the  opinion,  as 
he  explained  later  as  Pope,  that  such  a statement  by  the  Pope  would  be  harmful 
and  counterproductive.  This  document  was  found  in  the  Vatican  archives. 


Later,  when  Edith  Stein  was  in  the  Carmelite  Convent  in  Cologne,  prepar- 
ations  were  made  to  spirit  her  out  of  Germany  to  a convent  in  Latin  America. 
This  plan  was  intercepted  and  she  was  taken  as  a Jew  to  Auschwitz,  where  she 
met  her  death. 


There  are  efforts,  already  started  in  1962  in  Cologne,  and  introduced  in 
Rome  more  than  10  years  ago,  to  have  Edith  Stein  canonized.  This  request  has 
been  under  consideration  in  the  Vatican.  The  greatest  push  for  her  beatifi- 
cation  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Edith  Stein  Guild,  located  at  the  Our  Lady 
of  Victory  Church,  60  William  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10005. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Belgian  Jews  were  the  first  to  learn  of  the 
convent  when  fundraising  efforts  for  the  project  were  organized  by  a group 
called  "Help  to  the  Church  in  Distress",  which  works  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  communist  countries. 


The  Brussels  evening  newspaper  Le  Soir,  quoting  literature  for  the  fund- 
raising  appeal,  reported  that  the  convent  would  symbolize  "love,  peace  and 
reconciliation,  witnessing  the  victorious  power  of  the  Cross  of  Jesus.  It 
VJ  will  become  a spiritual  fortress  and  the  proof  of  the  conversion  of  apostates 
and  those  who  went  astray  in  various  countries." 


In  Geneva,  the  president  of  the  International  Council  of  Jewish  Women, 
Leila  Siegel,  has  written  to  Sister  Sheila  Sedawie  of  the  Sisters  of  Zion, 
asking  that  placing  a convent  in  Auschwitz  be  prevented. 

--  1 should  like  to  add  that  Sister  Sedawaie  was  among  the  Catholic 
delegation  to  the  IJClC-Vatican  Liaison  Committee  and  audience  with  the  Pope 
on  October  28,  1985.  I had  occasion  to  meet  her  again  when  1 conducted  a 
study  day  in  Rome  on  December  15,  1985,  under  auspices  of  SIDIC  (Service 
International  de  Documentation  Judeo-Chretienne) .-- 

Mrs.  Siegel  further  stated:  "We  feel  this  way  not  only  because  of  the 
martyrdom  of  millions  of  Jewish  children,  women  and  men,  but  also  because 
theiry  martyrdom  was  shared  by  millions  of  human  beings,  having  various 
beliefs  and  creeds." 


.יי; 


She  added:  "We  believe  that  the  grounds  of  Auschwitz  belong  to  all  who  7 
were  massacred  there  and  that,  therefore,  no  one  group  should  establish  / 
itself  on  this  hallowed  ground.  Were  this  to  happen,  the  action,  however  j 
laudable  in  its  aims,  would  create  much  misunderstanding  and  resentment." 

On  behalf  of  the  International  Jewish  Committee  on  Interreligious 
Consultations,  Rabbi  Mordecai  Waxman,  chairman,  communicated  the  following 
statement  to  Franciszek  Cardinal  Macharski  of  Cracow,  Poland,  in  opposition 
to  the  planned  Carmelite  Convent  at  Auschwitz: 

The  name  "Auschwitz"  signifies  both  a site  and  a potent  symbol. 

As  site,  Auschwitz  connotes  the  concentration  and  death  camp  where 
millions  of  Jews  and  some  one  million  non-Jews  —many  of  them  Polish 
Catholics  — were  systematically  murdered  by  the  Nazis,  their  hirelings  and 
their  collaborators. 

As  symbol,  Auschwitz  signifies  the  Nazi  effort  to  wipe  the  Jewish 
people  from  the  face  of  the  earth  --  the  ultimate  and  unparalleled  genocidal 
crime  of  human  history. 

With  reverent  respect  for  all  the  innocents  and  martyrs  who  perished 
there,  the  International  Jewish  Committee  on  Interreligious  Consultations 
believes  that  the  name  Auschwitz  has  come  primarily  to  symbolize  and 
summarize  the  Shoah  — the  murder  of  six  million  Jews  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  they  were  Jews.  As  such,  it  is  an  inappropriate  location  for  a 
convent.  We  join  with  other  Jewish  organizations  and  a number  of  distinguished 
Christian  leaders  in  protesting  the  installation  of  a Carmelite  Convent  on  the 
outer  border  of  the  Auschwitz  concentration  camp.  This  will  be  perceived  by 
Jews  and  many  Christians  alike,  as  a monstrous  indiscretion  and  as  a profan- 
ation  of  the  universal  lesson  taught  by  Auschwitz. 

Our  objection  is  not  to  the  convent,  but  to  its  location.'  We  are 
sympathetic  to  the  desire  of  devout  Roman  Catholics  to  have  — in  their 
own  words  --  a place  for  "prayer  and  expiation."  However,  we  find  very 
little  sense  of  expiation  in  the  material  which  has  been  circulated  to 
raise  funds  for  the  convent.  In  fact,  such  materials  embody  a most  j 
objectionable  religious  triumphalism.  ־v 

We  urge  that  the  convent  be  moved  to  another  location. 


\ 
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jy׳C:AROINAL  DEFENDS  ESTABLISHING  CONVENT  NEAR  SITE  OF  NAZI  DEATH  CAMP 
By  John  Thavis 
NC  News  Service 

Cardinal  Franciszek  Macharski  0(  Cracow,  Poland,  has  defended  the  establishment  of  a Carmelite  convent  at  the  site 
of  the  Auschwitz  extermination  camp. 

The  placement  of  the  convent  in  a former  theater  outside  the  World  V/ar  II  Nazi  camp  and  a fund-raising  campaign 
for  its  renovation  have  drawn  protests  from  some  Jewish  groups. 

In  a sermon  published  in  the  Feb.  20  edition  of  the  Vatican  newspaper,  L’Osservatore  Romano,  Cardinal  Macharski 
said  the  presence  of  cloistered  Carmelite  nuns  near  the  barracks  and  gas  chambers  of  Auschwitz  is  a symbol  of  the 
church’s  response  to  the  tragedy  that  occurred  there. 

"The  former  camp  of  Auschwitz-Birkenau  Is  in  a certain  sense  a new  ‘sacred  place’  that  belongs  without  distinction 
to  all  humanity  and  to  every  people,”  the  cardinal  said. 

An  estimated  4 million  people,  about  90  percent  of  them  Jews,  were  killed  in  the  Nazi  camp  during  Germany’s  oc- 
cupation  of  Poland  during  World  War  II. 

A coalition  of  Jewish  groups  In  Belgium,  among  others,  has  called  "intolerable"  the  convent’s  establishment  In  a 
place  so  important  in  the  Jewish  Holocaust. 

Joseph  Lichten,  a representative  of  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith  in  Rome,  said  other  groups  have  ques- 
tioned  why  a convent  must  be  built  as  a "symbol,"  since  Auschwitz  is  already  a symbol  for  all  those  who  suffered  there. 

A Vatican  source  familiar  with  the  issue  said  no  Jewish  groups  were  consulted  before  the  convent  was  set  up  in  1984. 

"Perhaps  this  was  a mistake,”  said  the  Vatican  source,  who  asked  not  to  be  Identified. 

The  Coordinating  Committee  of  Jewish  Organizations  In  Belgium  said  recently  in  a statement  that  Auschwitz  should 
be  an  eternal  memorial  to  the  Jewish  Holocaust.  The  statement  said  that  Auschwitz  should  not  be  fought  over  by  rival 
religions  like  the  holy  places  in  Jerusalem. 

Lichten  said  a fund-raising  campaign  initiated  during  Pope  John  Paul  ll’s  trip  to  Belgium,  Netherlands  and  Luxem- 
bourg  in  May  1985  brought  the  controversy  to  a head. 

A letter  from  the  Catholic  European  fund-raising  group,  "Aid  to  the  Church  in  Distress,”  referred  to  the  Auschwitz 
convent  as  "a  spiritual  fortress  and  a guarantee  of  the  conversion  of  strayed  brothers  from  our  countries  as  well  as 
proof  of  our  desire  to  erase  outrages  so  often  done  to  the  Vicar  of  Christ." 

"Was  it  neccessary  to  speak  of  conversion  here?"  Lichten  asked. 

Some  Catholic  leaders  in  Europe  have  criticized  the  language  of  the  fund-raising  appeal  as  contrary  to  the  ecumenical 
spirit  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council.  ' 

Cardinal  Albert  Decourtray  of  Lyon,  France,  has  called  the  fund-raising  project  "disconcerting."  He  said  Auschwitz 
would  always  remain  "a  reminder  of  the  Shoah,  that  Is  to  say,  the  attempt  to  exterminate  Jews  because  they  are  Jews.” 

A spokesman  for  Cardinal  Godfried  Danneels  of  Malines-Brussels,  Belgium,  said  the  bishops  of  Belgium  and  the 
Netherlands  were  not  consulted  about  the  fund  raising  and  were  "not  very  happy”  about  the  campaign. 

The  Cracow  Archdiocese  received  government  permission  in  1984  to  establish  the  convent  in  the  unused  theater, 
which  also  served  as  a warehouse.  Much  of  the  camp  is  a state  museum. 

"The  spiritual  greatness  of  the  decision  by  these  religious  wome'n  should  be  recognized  objectively,"  Cardinal  Machar- 
ski  said  in  his  sermori,  given  Jan.  14  at  Auschwitz.  "Their  presence  will  serve  to  demonstrate  that  love  is  possible, 
that  it  is  stronger  than  evil." 

« Cardinal  Macharski  said  the  women  dedicated  themselves  "to  prayer  and  expiatory  self-sacrifice  for  the  crimes  com- 

\ mitted  In  the  camp."  He  said  the  convent  was  part  of  the  church’s  pastoral  duty  to  remind  people  of  v/hat  happened. 

He  also  noted  that  Carmelite  nuns  founded  a convent  at  the  Dachau  concentration  camp  In  Germany  nearly  40  years 
ago,  and  there  had  not  been  objections. 

Among  Catholic  victims  at  Auschwitz,  he  said,  were  St.  Maximilian  Kolbe,  a priest  who  gave  his  life  for  a fellow  prisoner 
and  who  was  canonized  in  1982,  and  Sister  Edith  Stein,  a German  Jew  who  converted  to  Catholicism  and  became  a 
Carmelite  nun. 

END 


HUNDREDTH  ANNI-  PREAMBLE:  The  Jewish  tradition  has  historically 
VERSARY  OF  THE  respected  and  sought  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
AMERICAN  FEDERA-  working  person  and  wage  earner  (Leviticus  19:13  and 
TION  OF  LABOR  and  wage  earner  (Leviticus  19:13  and  Deuteronomy  24:14- 

15  specifically  command  us  to  ins1u־e  prompt  and  honest 
payment  of  wages).  The  rabbinic  tradition  extends  these  principles  by  supporting  the 
right  of  workers  to  orgeinize  themselves  to  engage  in  collective  bargaining  as  well  as 
strikes  (Yoma  38a). 

WHEREAS  the  labor  movement  has  articulated,  protected  and  defended  the  needs  of 
workersj  has  provided  a foundation  of  support  for  democratic  forms  of  government 
around  the  world;  and  has  been  unswerving  in  its  s15)port  for  the  State  of  Israel,  and 

WHEREAS  the  American  Jewish  community,  in  its  concern  for  social  and  economic 
justice,  has  always  found  an  ally  in  the  labor  movement,  and 

WHEREAS  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  has  on  numerous  occasions  stated 
its  own  support  for  American  labor, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
(AFL)  reiterate  its  strong  support  for  organized  labor  in  this  country  by  noting 
particularly  the  outstanding  work  on  behalf  of  the  American  worker  of  the  AFL,  and, 
since  1955,  of  the  AFL-CIO; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  pledges  to 
strengthen  further  the  traditional  alliance  between  organized  labor  and  the  Jewish 
community; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  call  upon 
its  membership,  their  congregations,  and  communities  to  support  the  just  causes  of  the  . 
labor  unions  and  their  concerns■. 
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PROPOSED  CONVENT  WHEREAS  recent  reports  have  informed  the  world  of  the 
AT  AUSCHWITZ  intention  of  a group  of  Carmelite  nuns  to  establish  a 

convent  at  the  site  of  the  Auschwitz  death  camp,  and 

WHEREAS  Auschwitz  is  the  site  of  the  brutal  extermination  of  over  four  million  souls,  of 
which  90%  were  Jewish,  and 

' s 

׳■^wHlEREAS  in  a recent  fundraising  brochure,  the  expressed  purpose  of  this  convent  is  to 
/be  "a  spiritual  fortress  and  a guarantee  of  the  conversion  of  strayed  brothers  from  our 
countries  as  well  as  proof  of  our  desire  to  erase  outrages  so  often  done  to  the  Vicar  of 
Christ,"  the  brochure  continues  that  the  convention  would  symbolize  "love,  peace,  and 
reconciliation,  witnessing  the  victorious  power  of  the  Cross  of  Jesus,"  and 

WHEREAS  this  convent  would  memorialize  two  Catholics  who  met  their  death  at 
Auschwitz,  one  of  whom  was  a Jew  by  birth  who  converted  to  Christianity  and  became  a 
Carmelite  nun;  and  while  we  grieve  far  every  soul  lost  at  Auschwitz,  we  find  it  difficult 
to  understand  how  two  individuals  deserve  special  memoriadization  over  the  memories  of 
four  million  others,  and 

WHEREAS  Auschwitz,  both  name  and  site,  evokes  forever  the  memories  of  the  millions 
of  Jews  who  perished  within  its  portals  __ 

Sc, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Central  Conference  objects  to  the  building  of  a 
Carmelite  convent  at  Auschwitz.  V / 


BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Central  Conference  of  Americam  Rabbis  transmit 
copies  of  this  statement  to  local  Bishops,  the  Papal  Nuncio  in  Washington,  the  Cairmelite 
Order  aind  Sisters  of  Zion. 
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3 bt  •4»i3rl  I watTt  hotIö.  of  praye**-  ta  exiteid  i>#a  what 

nt  brought  into  focus  is  that  Gd  idea  = also  a j 
which  travels  thru  generatns  &. jexperiences  to  hero 
«86  now,  to  u and  me  ^ 

4 in  short,  why  only  Gd  of  A,I,J|  journey  nt  far  enoug 
why  nt  also  Gd  of  Len,  Frd,  Paia , Trude,  Bb?  Our  111י 
expand  ^T^ldea  of  Gd  is  enlargd;  we  ennobled  as  j 
takes  us  beyond  here  & now 

5 bt  how  many  of  us  take  time  & effrt  to  think  abt  Gd 
to  whom  we  pray  so  devoutly  ths  seasn?  Can  He  really 
do  what  we  believe:  exflpi  r_  l^vs , judge,  inscribe? 

6 these  nt  idle  quest an  exeicUu  tii  Bumau^t- 

loB  or  ivoTT־  t״n*־*׳*־*  at  leasli^o  my  mind;  rathr, 

they  part  of  same  spirit,  j for  as  I V^ioe  those  ®•S®' 

old  pfl^ayors  want  to  know  to  whom  I speak,  wh^t hr  e 
vili  hr,  how  personal^T^e  is,  what  I can  expect 

7 Gd  of  A,  I & J is  my  gd  as  well  & I must  nevr  forsk: 

or  belittle  ths  spirit,  j, which  ennobles  as  it  enlar< 
es  my  life•  It  is  part  of  the  premise  as  entr  NYr* 

3  VOICE 

1 bt  th•/ j h^s  * pltyg  aspects  as  well;  it  is  nt  suffic 
that  we  see  beautifl  sights  or  have  grt  expor  licsdseer 

; must  speak  of  our  perceptions  as  well 

2 silence  does  nt  accompl  anything;  the  phys  j dem^ndi 
that  we  verbalize  & do  80  wth  responsib  & an  aware-i 
ness  of  the  consequences 

3 in  realm  of  "responsible"  to  make  ourselves  heard 
by  throwing  tr-gas  canistrs  at  aud  at  Met  OH,  that  , 
is  nt,  type  of  woice  or  message  I have  in  mind 

4 on  "^hr  hand,  to  live  in  Wash  Hts  & remain  silent  , 
is  a contradict  in  trms;  we  nt  involvd  in  narctics  1 
but  to  igncwe  issue  & nt  entr  into  efforts  to  %llev 
the  problm  c^n  nt  be  condoned 

5 there  are  comm  grps,  comm  effrt s which  go  far  heynd 

the  clucking  of  tongues,  sh^ingof  heads  & inert 
angr  of  watching  life  ebb  on  fV.  *־»-  * ^ 

6 again,  to  pass  by  htangry  & needy:,  homeless  & povrt 
stricken  wth  pious  neglect  al^^l^it  use  voice  we  hav! 
to  gd  adv;  the  j in  which  we  partic  dem^ds  we  spk: 

7 we  the  richest  country  on  earth,  we  who  strive  fr 

sky,  we  who  support  half  or  have  | 

an  endless  supply  of  funds  fs^iutSytTny^eiiri  sophist 
means  of  killing  vast  numbrs  of  human  beings  & yet 
where  is  the  voice,  whose  is  the  voice  that  cries 
out:  we  must  take  care  of  our  own,  Americans  shoul 
not  sleep  on  park  benches  or  above  subway  gratings 
or  be  poor  and  hungry  for  ths  demeans  our  natl  spi 


sense  of  pride, 


it  and  ^our  taa 
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CONCLUSION 

*1  ?h״ri«o  aspect־  of  Journey  which  .*lied  to  yr  att 
nn  are  of  c.  two  sides  of  same  coin•  my  person 
:f  r־?a?nA־Wp  to  Gd  1־  llnkedTo  the  voice  that 

Speaks  from  within.  j. 

2 it  tells  me  that  one  can  nt  stand  by  idle  but  espe 
illly  n?  when  life  is  in  the  balance,  is  being  judg 
fr  gd  ortiÄi.,  fr  life  or  death 

3 the^j  on  which  I invite  u links  us  to  concepts  ar^ 
^ beliifs  higher  than  those  we  mortals ־״ ־brace  so^ 
‘*glibly!  we  spk  h^e,  on  tWs  occas  especially,  of 

eternal  verities 04,.* ״  i-n  v... 

4 we  link  them  to  who  we  are,  what  we  strive  to  be,  . 

how  & what  we  perceive  and  what  message  we  ill 
then  Verbalize 

®I  wrWl־h%ach  other  a gd,  happy  & meaningful  y־^, 
of  c.  I echo  these  sentiments.  /.  h ^ 

2 as  we  approach  the  Gd  of  A,  I J,  to  spe^to  Him 

S«  is  ע Gd  as  well  & bee  of  Him  I ״P'f 
ow  man.  May  we  be  worthy  of  the  phys  & j 

we  now  undertake  as  we  cross  the  threshold  *nto 

3 !!''thlt^plrit  Kabbi  & Mrs.  K,  Cantor  & 

^ our  Pres  Mnd  Mrs.  Kohlraann,  Join  “fs.  1-  &  ״^ ־®bf 

w.  soe^  wth  one  voice  in  wishing  u the  ve^  best 
fr  a*^y^  of  STalth.  of  hope,  ־f  fulfill״  & of  P־־־ 

Amen• 


/ / 


R.L-L. 


From  the  desk  of 


YISKOH  1956 

Issue  Is  TIME;  fr  yth:  unlimited 

oan  affrd  to  squander  some 
yrs  stretch  endlessly  before  them 
bt,  as  get  older,  time  more  precious 
periodic  shocks  as  one  our  own  age  dies  at 
20,^0, 5?5 

till  no  one  left  wth  whom/^  we  fr  or  grew  up 
all  gifts  I have,  trinkets  cleaned  at  holid. 
reallzd  nbne  who  gave  gifts  is  left  alive 

come  then  to  1st  intimation  of  mortality 
we  do  nt  live  forever! 
hard  fact;  Inescapable  truth 
all  our  hopes,  dreams  are  broken  on  iS?־^d^0s 
of  that  Irrefutable  fact 
measure  of  fearT*" despair,  frustration 
so  much  yet  to  do 

Dont  want  to  d and  n t 1 v our  mark/ 

people  d befor^  learnd  how  ,to  live 
we  dont  want  world  to  be  as'^e  did  nt,  had  nt 
livßd;  with  no  trace  of  us  anywhere^' 
therefore,  relevance  of  time 

Time  = ENEMY  suddenly  as  the  yrs  pass  us  by 
time  is  in  the  process  of  running  out 
bt , naturally,  we  want  more  and  more 

Even  in  that  context  mk  a mistake:  want  more  & more 
but  we  mean  material  possessions,  power,  prest 
whereas  nt  even  so  smart  as  to  want  more  time! 

takes  grt  maturity  on  our  part  to  say:  ths  moment 
is  gd,  let  it  linger,  let  me  savor  it,  let  it 
stay 

am-^willlng  to  *eize  ths  moment?  this  is  fine 

re  feelings,  trust,  joy 

love,  warmth,  commitment,  belief 

family:  h/w,  m/f,  br/s,  Ivd  ones  & friends 


be  coטteמt  wth  fact  that  we  have  made  a mark  by  vlrt 
of  what  we  are,  what  we~\Delieve,  how  we  live 

and  ever  those  who  d a ^ 

perjjaps  man  will  learn  & will  be  better  so 
that  it  wll  nt  happen  again 

bt,  be  that  as  it  may,  TIME  is  of  the  essence  & 
should  nevr  be  tq^ted  or  considered  lightly 
can  be  to  our  adv  or  our  ^lesass^ 

. . . , 

at  same  time,  Qp»  never  be  our  en emy , even  as  age 
adv  on  us,  if  use  of  time  gd  & honor 
fr  benefit  of  fam  & fr 
fr  love  and  warmth  and  friendship 

if,  in  short,  no  matter  what  the  length  of  ourSbay: 
we  bring  to  living  a smile 

and  when  we  Iv,  those  who  remain  can  think  of 
us  wth  a smile,  wth  affection,  wth  memories 
that  fill  the  soul 


and  want  to  make  us  more  Ik  them•  That  full  measure 
of  time  and  full  measure  of  YISKÜH• . . 


SHABBAT  SHUVAj  1986 


INTRÜDUCT 

A General 

1 u all  know  that  this  S has  spec  deslg,  that  we  even 
rd  spec  prayers;  ^3•  historic  & psych  meaning 

2 once  upon  ^ time,  when  we  moderns  nt  yet  as  sophist 
as  we  like  to  perceive  ourselves  nowadays,  came  in 
grt  numb  to  Syn;  it  was  the  ^ of  the  yr 

3 now,  bee  between  RH  & YK,  nvunb  sadly  lacking. 

B Specific 

1 of  c,  ths  does  nt  mean  we  should  ignore  sP«®  meanin 
fr  Jud  deserves  better 

2 even  if  we  do  nt  accept  the  literal  rel  meaning  of 
the  occas:  that  we  "return”  to  ways  of  Gd  and  there 
fore  assure  our  being  inscribd  in  Bk  of  Life, 

3 s^ill*  other  ideas  and  concepts  which  are  vital  to 
an  apprec^of  what  this  day  can  mean  in  our  lives. 

BODY 

A THEOLOGY 

1 fr  ex,  there  are  t heolog  overtones  to  what  is  being 
brought  into  focus;  it  relates  to  the  idea  thaf  we 
Jews  have  a Brit,  a cov,  wth  God  & H©  wth  people  Is 

2 as  consequence•  r tell  us s when  Isr  breaches  Cov, 

Gd  turns  away;  when  Is  returns,  so  does  H© 

when  Is  goes  into  exile,  so  does  He  and  when  Is  re- 
turns  from  Exile,  so  does  Gd  renew  His  relatnshp 

3 in  short,  as  Isr  returns  to  the  folds  of  Jud,  to  th 
core  of  our  trad,  to  "Torah"  in  the  largest  sense, 
so  floes, Gd  belong  wth  us  once  agadn;  it  is  our  duty 


to  thisT^  frm  gen  to  gen,  frm  time  to  t 

t the  cov  can  be  brok 
en  but  it  can  never  be  abrogat ed  *Jf*  Gd  shares  r fat 
it  is  a pt  of  view  which  is  quite  unique  and  ought 
to  be  apprec  on  that  level:  Gd  & Isr  shai’e  a fate; 
Gd  does  nt  merely  sit  back  & let  Isr^do  ^bat  it 
eases  without  any  othr  oonsoquence'":««|ft:  punishmnt 
rather,  Gd  is  exiled,  and  returns  and  in  that  there 
is  a mutuality  which  is  nt  found  in  most  othr  faith 
INTELLECTUALISM 

of  c,  this  time  of  yr  does  not  lend  itself  easily 
to  intellect  sine©  it  is  really  a time  of  emotions; 
our  Jud,  nowadays,  is  from  "©yebdows  down"  whereas 
at  other  times  it  is  frm  "eyebrows  up", 
it  really  depends  on  how  we  View  the  holyday^  cycle 
obviously,  as  we  note  from  attendance  , 

we  intelftectualize  ourselves  away  from  liTii  bee, 

as  raent  in  anothr  context,  we  *nt  really  believe 
haw  never  taken  a survey  bt  were  we  to  do^o,  think 
lot  of  our  people  are  atheists . agnostics  at  best*- 
trouble  is  they  never  t ^e  time  or  trouble  to  reflc 

, ־ )' י י ^וt 


4 but  even  if  ths  is  the  case,  still  draw  a distinct 
between  practical  or  theoretical  atheism{  t heoret  = 
just  usage  of  words,  lit.  in  a "theoret״  sense 

5 bt  practical  atheism  = t h Qa  e .^p  ^ e cert  ideas  & 

values,  follow  beliefs  & whether  or  not 


they  use  tenninology  of  "&d”  irrelevant 
of  c,  these  decent  human  bei^s^  . 

6 they  call  themselves  Jews'jjEfci»«  this  open  to  examin 
bee  def  simply  can  nt  be  allowed  that  as  a Jew  u b^ 
lieve  in  decent  conduct  bl7  not  in  Grd,  mu'^ually  _ex^l 


6  they  call  themselves**Jews 


7 fr'them  too,  the  possibility  of  a return  to  Gd  al- 
ways  open  & available  and  it  can  be  done  as  last  wk 
T read  taught  usJ  where  is  C to  be  found?  Heav  or 
so  out  of  reach;  no,  in  hrt  and  mouth  so  u do  it, 

8 therefore,  it  is  acces^ibl^  & we  nt  asking  fr  mirac 
ulous  showings  or  evenTs  to  document  belief;  rathr , 
to  combiie  frm  ״iyebrows  up”  wth  "wyebrow  below”  to 
form  a meaningful  whole,  so  man  feel> Gd  even  if  we 
can  nt  prove  His  exist ence, ד^lן^,iוHJi' LI!!  I ■■ 

CONCLUSION  '‘9 

A General 

1 Hosea  set  tone  fr  idea  of  repent:  unfaithful  wife 
whom  he  tk  back,  drawing  parallel  wth  Isr  as  wife  « 
Gd  as  the  Öusb  who  had  been  wronged;  ^ tajees  Is 

2 this  is  exactly  what  we  have  been  s^^yii^^S  throu^oux 
namely,  there  is  a cov,  which  brings  us  to  a level  j 
of  mutuality  wth  Gd*  if  Isr  rebels  & is  exiled,  Gd 
also  suffers  the  consequence 

3 bt  if  we  return,  at  under  any  circurastnc 

then  Gd  gladly  re  turns '’^e  are  forgiven: 

B Specific  •j  w r« 

1 it  is  nt  too  difficult,  no  matter  what  our  idea^  of 

Gd  and,  certainly,  path  of  return  is  <j£en  to  us  all 

2 personally,  am  hurt  fr  sake  of  ^Jud  that  so  few  in 
attendance  b^  would  even  forgive  that  aspect  if 
feeling  that  people  truly  believed  aUd  no  maiiter 
where  they  were,  would  hope  Toretiim  & make  peace^ 

3 that,  aftr  all,  is  task  & hope  at  ths  season  of  yr* 

to  be  at  one  wth  to  make  peace  with  one3_elf  & 

fellow  man,  to  return  to  ways  of  worship  & conduct 
which,  accord  to  trad,  lead  us  cleansed  & spiritual 
ly  refreshed  to  YK 

4 on  SS  that  is  the  prayer*  to  be  inserbd  fr  gd  & If 
on  the  awesome  day.  May  .our  prayer  be  answered. 

Amen. 

i 

Heb,  Tab,,  ^rid  eve,,  Oct,  10,  1986 

Shabbat  ^huvo  evening. 


SHABBAT  SHUVAH  : A.M. 


In  order  of  creation,  T 8 1st;  Repent  s 2nd!!! 

as  matter  of  fact,  J(epent  & its  possibil  8 basic 
T port  rd  last  wk:  Nizovim  where  choice  placed  befr  us 
lists  in  1st  ten  w,  7 diff  veu^iants  of  "shuv” 

an  xinusually  high  numb  fr  writers  whose  lang  pur 

“*v.  ^ 

but  this  in  keeping  wth  premise  that  possiblity  of  re- 
pentance  always  at  hauid,  events  can  be  undone, 
abberatlc9^s  can  be  remedied 

further*  a repellent  sinner  superior  to  one  who  nev  sin 
This  does  nt  mean  u should  run  out  & commit  sin.  . 

Note  also  interesting  play  on  words  in  text  re  "return 
to  Gd"  in  öeut  30*  2 & 10  ץ ד V 

V,  2 speaks  of  A'*' 6׳, 

bt  Ohasidim  interpret  as  ^ ; = by  yr  return  u 

a;^j8  a witness  to  Gds  power  & influence  on  yr  lif 

V.  1©  speaks  <^f^93  ,־־>^'  P<  i5־i=^ ל י 

and  while  ths  valid  & acceptable  why  diff  frra 
V,  2;  more  or  less,  better,  or  equal  standing? 

.£/w  , ‘ 

some  commentators  words  to  follow  v.lO 


I 07 \ I ( 1 ‘■'0י י^;>qth  qll  yr  hrt  and  soul  as  Shem^ 

\ 1 , ׳ .׳־vert  ' 

no  matter  how  u weint  to  interp  or  accept,  see  that 

it  is  a subject  which  has  concemd  & r 

over  mauiy  centuries 

can  we  do  any  less?  We  nd  also  to  think  and  reflect, 
to  interpret  and  then  to  apply  to  our  lives 
fr,  in  final  analysis,  we  hope  to  be  inscribed 
fr  gd  and  fr  honor,  fr  health  and  life 
find  that  day,  that  occas,  just  removd  from  us  y one 
day.  Thus,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  act  accor 
and  to  approach  wth  reverence  suid  awe, 

^*n,  , ״ V 

/H7-  A<H’ 


ÖUCCOT:  1st  A.M 


INTRÜDUCT 

A General 

1 the  key  element  at  ths  festiv  seasn  is  the  "house", 
the  Sf  altho,  of  c,  Succot  today  no  longer  the  impact 
they  once  had  nor  is  thr  construction  the  Same. 

2 iiianqr  cen־^ ago^as  that  S was  light  & easily 
portable;  it  was  dwelling  place  fr  people  onphr  j;  , 
it  was  a "house"  but  collapsible  and  it  had  a roof  ' 
made  of  leaves  & baanches  wth  sky  easily  viaible  ^ 

3 ths  was  natural  way  of  bldg  such  a shelter  since  ouii 
ancestors  needed  to  see  the  stars  in  the  sky  for  in  I 
ths  manner  they  cld  tell  direction  & time  sequence 

B Specific 

1 today,  of  c,  S no  longer  serves  that  t^jpe  of  purpose 

and  more  often  than  not  simply  place  in 

which  ortho  eat  & some  hardy  souls  even  sleep 

2 in  genei^l^ !terms , b has  become  the  house,  the  home 

j many  functions,  as  bldgs  are 

want  to  do;  un  iiinnj  1 1 זc־  

a1^etg«1y~l)ha1?  megely  i-'ufieL'l  mi  nri 

3 been  to  a ch  = disco,  ch  = rest  in  Atl;  movie  theatj 
become  supermarkets  & dance  studios;  skating  rink  = 
revival  hall  = soda  warehouse;  Av  F Hall  = concerts, 
fi Ims  and  Syn 

4 and,  of  c,  Syn  itself  serves  basic  3^  purpose  of  a 
Hs  of  prayer,  study  and  assembly 

5 Hs  & S then  become  interchangeable  re  usage  & purpoj 
bt  that,  precisely,  is  what  we  ought  to  think  about  1 
ths  day  when  we  deal  specifically  wth  a Hs;  to  what 
pultitudes  of  purposes  can  it  be  put  & to  what  effc 

BODY 

A SYN  BLDG 

1 what,  fr  ex,  is  purp  of  ths,  bldg?  as  u know  jt  waa, 
prior  to  our  coming  here^•^^ c^T  as  o\xr  oiug  on  loist 
became  a.ch  bt  these  func^T75Tisj  what  of  purpose? 

2 111  I III■  1 n^lflrrmiii■  ־trr  view  the  rel  we  advocate  here  ^ 
as  something  to  be  cont^ned  ^ithin  these  four  wall« 

III  iliM  l1rr״r™TTTTlT1 1 ׳ ׳ T־~־־r־־Vtf7>׳f•?^  ־ י*■  y * ו ווד■^■ ו ■■■»! * ■■י 


3 that  is,  of  c,  the  attitude  of  many;  certainly  in 
Pg^st  decades  when  Jews  were  fearful  of  what  the  "o- 
thers"  would  say;  here  we  cld  be  J but  outside  =nat 

4 of  c,  as  hist  has  taught  us,  we  can  nt  escape  the 
stigma  of  being  J if  othrs  want  to  assign  it  to  us; 
fhus , modern  J more  than  ever  encouraged  us  to  rch 
out  so  Hiat  as  Isa  indie  we  cld  be  "light  to  natns" 

5 tUe  more  mod  interp  of  Jud,  then,  is  nt  that  Jud  = 
light  camdles,  prayers,  head  cov,  Talleisim  only ( I )! 
but  that  we  must  be  partners  in  reality  in  what  is 
happening  beyond  these  walls^ 


6 S 1;k  US  through  desert,  across  Jordn  into  PLeind  & 
modem  S,  our  Syn,  also  J spec 

to  the  general, ^frra  partlc  to  universal,  fm  more 
narrow  frarad  of\re^  to  world  beyond. 

; HS  OF  ISRAEL  ״ 

1 anothr  Hs,  anothr  Sue  for  us  a!]^  is  Israel t what  do 
we  sk  there,  what  do  we  nd  of  it,  what  its  functiorJ 

2 Isa  tells  us  that  ״out  of  Z = Law  & word  of  Gd  frm  J 

nd  that  has  always  been  a beautiful  & idealistic 
concept.  Quest  is:  any  reasn  to  hope  fr  its  realit^y 

3 nt  really  bee  Isr,  as  it  turns  out,  much  like  all  o- 
ther  nations  and  buffeted  by  the  needs  of  modem  na- 
TT^s,  Wld  like  that  gvt  be  motivated  by  laws  of  T 
and  the  dthio  teachings  of  the  rabbis 

4 bt,  still  need  the  oil^ the  weapons,  the  money  in  or- 
der  nt  merely  to  compete  but  to  survive  in  ths  time 

of  technology 4־ • 

5 indeed,  there  dre  those  in  Isr  who  only  occupy  them- 
selves  wth  Talmd  ^ intricate  disc  of  minute  pts  of  L 
bt  these  people  so  immersed  that  do  not  even  now 
accept  establ  of  State  bee  Mess,  has  nt  come  as  yet, 

6 while  W^t,  life  goes  on.  >|^hat  we  can  hope  for 

^V^^aTbett^^  under  St  among  rel  groups,  not  the  wild- 
^west  antics  that  disturbd  the  world  as  ortho  & m.odrn 

battled  each  othr  in  streets  of  Jems  & desec  gr  & S 

7|i^what  we  want  is  stability  within  the  gvt,  especially 
now  that  thdre  is  ^ trcpisfer  of  power  frm  Pers  to 
Shamir,  two  radic  diff  men  who  do  things  so  diffemt 
and  whose  egos,^espec  Shamir,  is  so  fragile  •* 

8 one  hopes  fr  realit  of  equality  in  jobs  and  edu 

cation  for  the  Sephardim  with  the  Ashk  so  that  not  2 
groups  come  into  existence,  sep  and  unequal,  with  th 
inequality  being  perpetuated  fr  gener  yet  to  come, 
as  we  find  here  between  bl/wh  .in  our  own  coimtry 

9 and,  finally,  that  approaches  cam  be  made  fr  peace , 
even  if  nt  )(  final  results,  so  that  deaths  or  young 
cease  and  time  can  be  given  to  build,  to  plant,  to 
study,  to  develop,  to  research;  all  the  pos,  gd  thng 
that  spk  well  of  a House,  a S,  which  stamds  as  a syra 
bol  of  thJmodern  Jew  throughout  the  world, 

OWN  HOUSE  י 

1 it  is,  however,  in  our  own  setting  that  we  meet  acid 
test  of  purpose  of  S:  what  our  home  represents,  what 
values  are  enunciated  there,  to  what  levels  we  aspir 
or^  whethr  the  success  of  home  & family  are  predicatd 
bn  an  assessment  of  whether  "we  having  fian״, 

2 fr  ex,  have  wondered  how  we  wld  characterize  the  in- 
cident  which  took  place  in  Calif  where  a teen-age 

reported  her  parents  to  the  police  fr  using 


II  N 

3 what  kind  of  a.home  wasithis,  what  was  ^^«lationsöip  h 
^ Se?weL  d & p/what  ki3d  of  a girl  was  this?  At  one■ 

time  oh  only  denouncd  p within  gvts  bt  ■ 

ths  not  the  case  here  u 4-  ^ r-r  ■ 

4 more:  if  we  spk  of  usage  in  in-  I 

the  elderly  by  thr  middle-aged  oh?  what  of  H 

volveiJent  & trauma  re  terminal ly  111  patients,  w ■ 
!.־Itlon  of  diaq  life- efe n£״.e quTp  Tac  1 ng  fam  memb?■ 
wSarklnd  of^^^ll  tHe^e■  within  fam  setting  ■ 
X f o?  Iv^e  due  rf^ecisions.  recrimina-  | 
*n^s  guilt  accus,  guilt  feel,  peace  at  last?  ■ 

5  and,  finally,  there  is  always  the  attempt  to  dl  w ■ 
the  scattered  family  for  *‘’'®'*Sf Lid  ^ 

CONCLUSION  I 

\ ־Le^rihen  in  somewhat  diff  light,  what  is  its  purp J 
and  its  function?  A S,  as  any  home  or  *’i‘‘? י * י ׳! 
many  u-os  and  can  be  transformed  time  and  agal  . 1 

2  Xly?  ths  the  case  in  gen  setting,  how  much  the  mr| 
SO  fr  us  and  our  symbols,  over  the  ages  ■ 

®I  IXh'fraglle  A yet  it  has  endured,  ״ holds  upjsj 
Wind  and  rain  at  night  yet  is  collapsible;  it  stands■ 
firmly  rooted  but  moves  wth  people  daily  ■ 

2 so^oo  fr  us:  what  is  purp  of  home,  of  our  S,  of  ou^ 
X ?ס  be  realistic,  to  engage  in  needs  of ־״ ־tety, 
to  take,note  of  idealism  which  sustains  us  spiritual 
bt  rnrf  1 to^^kuze  that  we  part  of  world  out 

3 lucLrirnra^Lcr!  pla'e'  Utho  it"maX;:e 

1st  glance,  nor  Ts  Tt  limite^o  a 

rathr,  it  bespeaks  a universal  j^-tEurp^  ■"T 

Xh^״he?rt:  endl*  “shstli״  al7 1 hlse  who  dweTT 

4 by  trad”tf  dwell  in  S only  fr  these  8 Jays^  in  real- 

iiy,  we  dwell  in^S  of  our  all  our  lives. 


paf 


Amen• 


, Oct.  18,  1986 
Igt  A,M,  Succot, 


'ab•.  Sat•  A.M. 


K’iilf 


Jerusalem  Post 

Anatoly  and  Avital  Shcharansky:  The  Journey  Home 
Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  336p,,  $15,95 


Those  who  feel  that  the  story  of  Anatoly  and  Avital  Shcharansky  is 
merely  af  tale  of  two  people  finding  each  other,  being  separated  for  a 
number  of  years  and  then  reunited,  have  been  living  on  another  planet. 

The  story  of  these  two  can  only  be  appreciated  if  linked  to  the  struggle 
for  human  rights,  as  this  principle  became  a major  factor  in  the  relationship 
between  east  and  west,  specifically  between  Russia  and  America. 

When  Anatoly  was  born,  the  world  was  just  five  years  away  from 
Stalin's  j(eath  but  in  the  midst  of  the  Doctor's  Plot  fabricated  by  the 
dictator  and  focused  with  ever  increasing  animosity  on  the  Russian  Jew.  The 
young  man,  as  well  as  Avital,  grew  up  without  any  knowledge  of  the  Jew^h 
faith;  Avital,  in  a matter  which  later  was  to  cause  her  great  complications 
when  she  wanted  to  marry  Anatoly,  was  listed  by  her  parents  for  purposes 
of  an  identity  card  with  the  ethnic  background  of  "Russian"  rather  than 
"Jewish".  It  was  one  of  the  few  ways  in  which  to  escape  harm  because  of 
ones  Jewishasss.  But  the  two  young  people  were  caught  up  in  events  beyond 
their  inamediate  world:  the  Yom  Kippur  War,  the  Helsinki  accord,  the  issue 
of  the  "refuseniks".  Anatoly  became  the  spokesman  for  the  Jewish  cause 
within  Russia  and  the/fore  assumed  a measure  of  importance  which  would  bring 
his  name  and  his  work  far  beyond  the  Soviet  borders.  He  and  Avital  were 
married  in  1974  on  July  4th;  she  emigrated  to  Israel  on  July  5th.  They 
did  not  see  each  other  again  for  nine  years. 

Anatoly  was  imprisoned  in  Moscow  as  well  as  in  Siberia,  accused  of 
treason.  His  cause  became  an  international  cause  celebre ; government 


officials  in  Israel,  America,  France,  England,  etc,  spoke  on  his  behalf  and 
it  came  to  the  point  where  no  one  could  remain  neutral  to  the  plight  of 


Anatoly  and  Avital  Shcharansky:  The  Journey  Hoine 


Anatoly.  A diminuitive  man,  he  became  a giant  symbol  in  behalf  of  the 
cause  of  individual  freedom;  he  was  never  compromised  by  offers  of  the 
KGB  for  better  treatment.  When  finally  permitted  to  emigrate  to  Israel, 
surely  as  a response  to  world  opinion  and  Avital 's  effort  on  his  behalf, 
the  blessing  of  welcome  recited  by  the  rabbi  contained  the  words  "who 
revivest  the  dead". 

This  book  is  a paean  of  praise  in  behalf  of  the  Shcharansky  couple; 
they  worked  to  highlight  a cause  and  they  succeeded.  The  book,  written 
and  compiled  by  the  staff  of  The  Jerusalem  Post,  tells  of  many  happenings 
which  were  not  familiar  to  the  outside  world  at  the  beginning;  notably, 
the  in- fighting  within  the  Jewish  Establishment,  the  Israelis,  the 
American  Establishment,  the  New  York  and  Washington,  D.C.  factions,  and 
the  impact  of  world  events  on  the  fortunes  of  this  one  man. 

It  is  a fascinating  story,  told  here  with  skill  and  sympathy. 

It  is  an  epic  which  almost  defies  our  comprehension;  one  man  took  on 
the  totalitarian  state  and  persevered.  Today,  Anatoly,  (Natan  in  Israel), 
and  Avital  make  their  home  in  Israel  and  are  expecting  their  first  child. 

It  has  been  a long  and  trying,  often  deperate,  journey  from  Russia  to  the 
birth  of  this  Sabra.  We  wish  them  well;  they  are  deserving.  They  have 
demonstrated  the  power  of  an  ideal  and  what  one  person  can  do  in  behalf  of 
his  fellow  man. 


Robert  L.  Lehman 
New  York  City 


Eric  de  Jonge,  Art  Consultant 
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Dr.  Eric  Stoerger 

Aufbau  Heritage  Foundatior 

Aufbau 

2121  Broadv;ay 

New  York,  iCY.  1.0023 


Dear  Dr.  Stoerger; 

It  war>  v/ith  more  than  passing  interest  to  . 

read  in  Aufbau  about  the  liberation  of  Schuschnigg, 

Blum,  Niemoeller  and  others  (Schacht  was  one  of  the 
others ) . 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  you,  to  Aufbau,  and 
all  German  jev/s  to  learn  that  the  U.S.  Commandos  were 
young  Gerrnan-Jewish  men  of  the  U.S.  Array  under  the 
command  of  a cousin  of  mine,  Alfred  de  Jonge  who, 
believe,  resides  in  Stamford,  Connecticut.  His  precase 
adress  can  be  obtained  from  his  mother,  Mrs.  Erna  do  Jong< 
200  Pinehurst  ^^ve . , Nev/  York,  N.Y.,  (212)  Wa3-864-4. 

It  v/as  my  imd erstand ing  at  that  time  that  these 
Commandos,  under  the  command  of  Alfred^ de  Jonge,  who 
v/as  the  youngest  commissioned  officer  in  the  U.S.  Ita- 
1 ian  command,  v/ero  all.  disguised  in  German  Uniforms. 
Should  you  not  be  able,  dear  Dr.  stoerger,  to  assemble 
the  deeds  of  these  heroic  young  German  Jews  for  a story 
in  ^-ufbau,  perhaps  Hans  Steinitz  may _ write  about  these 
unrecognised  hero,s.  i am  quite  certain  Mrs.  Niemoeller 
v/ould  have  liked  to  to  have  met  with  someone  of  the  group 


Sinverely  yours, 


Intentional  Second  Exposure 


I 


h! 


Eric  de  jonge,  Art  Consultant 


2717  North  Front  Street 
Harrisburg,  PA  17110 

8655־233 (717 ) 
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Dr.  Eric  Stoerger 

Aufbau  Heritage  EounOation 

Aufbau 

2121  Broadvmy 

Hew  York,  iCY.  10023 


Dear  Dr.  Stoerger; 

It  war,  with  more  than  passing  interest  to  . 

read  in  Aufbau  about  the  liberation  of  Schuschnigg,' 

Blum,  Niernoeller  and  others  (Schacht  was  one  of  the 
others ) . 

It  may  be  of  Interest  to  you,  to  Aufbau,, and 
all  German  jev/s  to  learn  that  the  U.S.  Commandos  were 
young  German-Jev/ish  men  of  the  U.S.  Army  under  the 
command  of  a cousin  of  mine,  Alfred  de  Jonge  v/ho , 
believe,  resides  in  Stamford,  Connecticut.  His  precise 
adress  can  be  obtained  from  his  mother,  Mrs.  Erna  de  Jong< 
200  Pinehurst  ■'^ve . , New  York,  N.Y.,  (212)  V/a3-86H4. 

It  v/as  my  understanding  at  that  time  that  these 
Commandos,  under  the  command  of  Alfred ^de  Jonge,  who 
was  the  youngest  commissioned  officer  in  the  U.S.  Ita- 
lian  command,  v/ere  all  disguised  in  German  Uniforms. 
Should  you  not  be  able,  dear  Dr.  Stoerger,  to  assemble 
the  deeds  of  these  heroic  young  German  Jews  for  a story 
in  ^׳-ufbau,  perhaps  Hans  Steinitz  may  write  about  these 
unrecognised  heros.  I am  quite  certain  Mrs.  Niernoeller 
v/ould  have  liked  to  to  have  met  with  someone  of  the  group 


Sinverely  you 


REVISED  ORDER  OF  MINCHA  SERVICE:  November  9th 


C:  Opening  Choral  Anthem:  Ani  Maamim 
R:  Responsive  Reading,  GOP,  pp.  Ill  - 113 
C:  Chatzi  Kaddish 

R:  p,  60  - 61  to  " Source  of  Life" 

C:  Kedusha  thru  (R)  " L'dor  vo-dor"  & the  holy  God" 

R:  p.  62  f = responsive  reading 

R:  p.  67  f * "Modim"  thru  " ever  exalted  & blessed" 

C:  Shalom  Rav 

R:  p.407  " All  peoples  thru  all  meaning" 

R:  p.407  f Responsive  Reading 

R:  p.  411  Responsive  Reading  through  " I will  await  him" 
Lighting  of  Candles,  6x:  Michal 
Silent  Meditation 
C:  Ps  23  Choral:  H. Fromm 

Introduction  of  speaker,  sermon 

va.-'l-v  _ b \ ”־־> 

Mole  & Kaddish,  names  associated  with  Nov.  9th  to  be  read 
Announcements  ? 

closing:  Ps  121  Choral,  I Freed 

Benediction 

postlude 


greet  people  in  vestibule 


ו 


AUFBAU 


Lest  We  Folget 


It  is  Mav  1945.  Allied  and  Russian  armies  are  converging  with  lightning  speed  on 
the  heart  of  Adolf  Hitler’s  “Thousand  Year  Reich”  tottering  on  the  brink  of  imminent 
collapse.  Amidst  all  the  tumult  and  confusion,  a select  group  of  ‘ name  prisoners  is 
guarded  by  S.S.  special  troops  high  in  the  Tyrolian  mountains.  As  a kind  fate  would 
Lve  it,  U.S.  commandos  — with  daring  and  by  surprise  —ovemin  the  mountain  hide- 
out.  They  capture  the  Gestapo  officers  who  are  on  the  verge  of  liquidating  their  ^ze 
caotives.  Thus  on  May  4,  1945,  and  virtually  “in  the  nick  of  time  , former  Austnan 
Chancelior  Kurt  Schuschnigg,  ex-Premier  Leon  Blum, 

other  noted  personages  are  liberated.  It  was  a sheer  miracle  that  they  did  survive  the 
nightmare  of  seven  long  years  in  Sachsenhausen  and  Dachau  concentration  camps. 
Reverting  even  further  “back  in  time”,  we  prefer  to  focus  on  Pastor  Niemoller 
exclusively.  Prior  to  his  incarceration  in  July  1937  he  had  been  preaching  with 
undaunted  courage  from  the  pulpit  of  his  church  in  Berlins  fashio^ble  subuA  of 
Dahlem.  On  June  27,  1937,  in  his  last  sermon,  an  utterly  disillusioned  Pastor 
Niemöller  vehemently  denounced  HiÜer ’s- anti-Christian  doctrines  and  the  Nazis  racial 
tirades.  He  had  now  become  fully  aware  of  the  dire  consequences  fhat  ultimately  were 
to  jeopardize  his  very  life  in  captivity.  Since  that  fateful  June  day  in  1937,  and  almost 
half  a century  later,  the  impending  anniversary  of  Kristallnacht  once  again  reminds  us 
to  remember  forever  our  six  million.  But  we  also  dare  not  folget  the  four  million  non- 
Jewish  martyrs  of  the  Holocaust.  It  is  with  this  somber  thought  in  mind  that  the 
forthcoming  speaking  tour  of  Mrs.  Sybil  NiemoUer  widow  of  P^^tor  N;emoller 
assumes  sp^ial  significance.  Thanks  to  Rabbi  Dr.  Robert  L.  Uhmans  initiative,  this 
courageous  lady  is  afforded  the  opportunity  to  address  a New  York  audience  from  the 
pulpit  of  the  Hebrew  Tabernacle,  551  Ft.  Washington  Ave.,  on  Sunday,  November^  (2 
P.M.).  And  what  could  possibly  be  more  befitting  the  observance  of  KnstallMcht  th^ 
Mrs  Niemöller’s  chosen  topic:  Resistance  — Spiritual  and  Physical.  Außau  feels 
privileged  to  salute  Mrs.  Sybil  Niemoller,  widow  of  a truly  great  man  who  hermit, 
shared  the  tribulations  of  her  own  loved  ones,  some  of  whom  penshed  while  they 

actively  resisted  Nazi  tyranny.  r-  . o. 

׳־  Dr.  Eric  Stoerger 

Aufbau  Heritage  Foundation,  Inc. 
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cordially  invites  you  to  hear 

MRS.  SYBIL  NIEMOELLER  v.  Sell 

(widow  of  PASTOR  MARTIN  NIEMOELLER) 
who  will  speak  on 

RESISTANCE:  SPIRITUAL  AND  PHYSICAL" 

at  our  annual  KRISTALLNACHT  Observance 

Sunday^  November  9,  1986  at  2 P.M. 

in  the  Sanctuary 

Mrs.  Niemoeller's  appearance  is  sponsored  in  large  measure 
by  our  members,  Mr.  Manfred  and  Dr.  Ruth  Westheimer, 
in  memory  of  her  parents,  victims  of  the  Holocaust 


HEBREW  TABERNACLE  CONGREGATION 

551  R.  Washington  Avenue,  N.Y.C.  • 10033 


**An  & Av  Shoharansky" t Review 


INTRO DUCT 

A General  * . 

1 bk  I want  to  dfiso  ths  eve  "Anatoly  & A-%^tal  Sh"  re- 
lates  in  more  than  a casual  manner  to  recent  events 
on  world  scene  bt,  move  so*  re  Middle  ■bast 

2 subtitle  of  Sh  bk,  written  nt  by  a single  person  bt 
5y"grp  frm  the  "Jerus  Pest",  is  "Th  Journey  Horae"  & 
on  ths  level  finds  its  parallel  in  recent  newsstorie 

3 less  th^  2 wks  ago,  aftr  17  mo  in  captiv,  Uavid  ^a- 
cobson  was  releasd  fr״  Moslem  grp  in  beirut  & at 
least  5 more  ■*Hneric  in  clutches  of  these  fanatics 

4 when  R & Gorb  met  in  Iceland  a mo  ago,  sons  of  sev 
J dissidents  tried  to  see  Sov  leader  to  further  caus 
of  thr  ivd  ones  who  stuck  in  USSR  & cant  fet  out! 

B Specific  I 

1 "The  Journey  Home"  therefore,  fr  Shf±3  the  same  as 
fr  all  these  other  unfortunate  people  except  that  so 
far  the  captivT^  least  of  Beirut  grp-being  counted 
in  terms  of  "mo"  whereas  Sh  irapris  fr  over  13  year^ 

2 the  “journey  ff^e**  f r him  was  as  dramatic  and  as  nerv- 
wracking  as  those  of  the  othr  men  still  being  held; 
one  admires  thr  coiarage,  fortitude  &,  above  all,  th« 
unbelievable  strength  & faith  of  thr  families. 

3 in  face  of  grtest  adversity  they  persevered;  their 
ej|durance  under  fire  in  cin^ible  of  hate  is  a testi- 
many  to  their  will-power  &7Jdedic  to  a cause . 

BODY 

PERSONAL  HISTORY 

1 bt  our  review  ths  eve  deals  nt  with  "others 
their  cause  nt  to  be  forgotten,  bt  wth  An  & Av  ^h;a 
couple  who  met  by  chance  in  Oct  73  as  an  aftrmath  of 
YK  war;  ■Ajiatoly,  b in  48,  was  then  25  yrs  old 

2 prior  to  ths  meeting  & its  reason:np  grt  concern  fr 
J causes  or  even  J needs;  Sh  a comp  programr,  grad 
of  one  of  the  very  gd  schools  & evid  highly  intellifi 

3 bt  one  othr  aspect  which  must  be  brought  into  focua: 

neithr  of  these  two  yotuig  people  had  any  contact  wth 
or  real  knowledge  of  Judaism  & yet,  in  time,  both 
became  identified  wth  J/IsfZ  cause  JK׳ 5 ־ 

► see  them  in  hist  perspectv*  Stalin  d 1953»  ^^i־־s  ^ 
rife,  MD  plot  disturb!  all  sectors  of  Russian  life  & 
teJcing  these  things  into  consid,  n^  a time  to  favor 
ones  Jud,  lot  alone  to  flaunt  it 
ß was  def  orient  on  part  of  many  Russ  couples  to  regia 
thr  ch  as  "R"  and  nt  as  "J"  which  was  cert  permissbנ 
frm  R pt  of  view  bt  when  it  came  t v^An 
ths  provd  to  be  a stiuftbling  pt  bee  th^  Av 

was  0 At  lastinoment  a hasty  conv  cefemony  to  make 
sure^^hat  her  Jewishness  was  & would  be  regognized 


was  ^ 
sure  ׳ 


. ii 

y when  she  rec  an  exit  vlsa^she  in  A*!  ♦n  July  4,7^  and 
she  had  to  Iv  R,  if  she  was  to  get  out  at  all,  7/5; 
they  were  nt  to  see  0 othr  fr  anotbr  11  yrs, 

B ISSUES  & PRISON 

1 J^at  happnd  is  that  An  speaking  fr  J pt  of  view  = Z 
& pro-emig^ was  finally  askd  to  desist  frm  ths'^prepag 
& when  he  refusd  to  compromise  (at  1 pt  later  asteven 
of frd  an  exit  visa),  he  accused  of  being  ajtraitor• 

2 issue  here  reflects  convoluted  think. of  R beau^oc: 
man  who  wantd  to  emig  obv  belittled  system  undr  whic 
he  Ivd;  if  sought  to  work  elsewhere  reflectd  negativ 
ly  on  hisj^resent  place  of  employment;  bth  re  Sch 

3 final  issue  whJj^^rought  Sh  into  irreconc  conflict.‘ 

Issrtlssci^  he  tk  in  memor  observ  fr  Babi^^Y^* 

place  of  slaughtr  nr  Kiev  bt  R gvt  refuses  = **jews" 
ths  in  *76  to  coram  '}pth  anniv;  33*771  d within  2 days 

4 Sh  in  prison  fr  16  mo;  allowd  visit  frm  his  mo  lx  & 
mpon  convict  gent  to  Siberia  where  Ivd  fr  9 yrs  in 
various  places;  became  an  Internat 1 cause  in  due  tim 

5 prison;  illness,  loneliness,  solitary  confinement , a 
time  to  write  lettrs  on  behalf  of  others  &,  as  he  s 
if  it  did  no  gd  fr  them,  at  least  fr  himself* 

6 had  pb,  Ps  partic  aftr  d of  fathr,  & when  they  tk  it 

away,  went  on  hungr  strike  be•  no  law  vs  pb;  in 

Moac  prison,  in  supreme  irony,  rd  world’s  classics 
frm  prison  libra1*y  which  was  built  on  bks  confisc  by 
Stalin  as  he  arrested  intellect  uver  the  years. 

7 Sh  was  brilliant  linpiist  who»was  read  bks  by  ^illr 
& ^oethe^  in  original;  fat  time  of  final  releas^bt 
release  nt  forthcoming  till  9 yrs  of  t ei^ibie^ards 
alt  ho  had  chance  •fl«־  at  > nil  1 sy  release 

8 a)  #e  reveal  nsunes  & b)  ״I  hereby  request  release  o 
grounds  of  poor  health"  under  Yuri  Andropov  bt  no  dl 

9 all  ths,  must  add:  afr  Helsinki  accords  & ths  broMgh 
Sh  issue  to  forefront  of  worl3  attention:  Caxtr  whe 
tk  1975  agreement  seriously,  was  accusecf^fjthreateni 
Internat 1 rel  bec  of  Sh  & in  disc  wth  ^romyko,  Sh  wa 
charact  as  "a  micros  dot  of  no,  conseq  to  anyobe,^(^ 

: WORLD  OPINION  ׳) 

1 of  c,  Mov  gvt  officials  did^ot  figure  on,*^  reaction 
nor  on  a barter  nor  on  Avjt'al  who  mobilizd  world  opi 
and  while  never  lananimity  of  purpose  stili:  actio1\^ 

2 problems  on  sev  fronts:  Sh  nt  only  dissident  in  pris 
and  why,  then,  emphasis  on  him  alone  or  at  least  maj 
and,  obv,  much  disagreement  and  hurt  feelings  by  fa« 

3 f\1rther,  in^matl  concerns  within  J groups:  Establ 
was  split  äs  to  how  to  help,  whom  to  ask,  & every  o 
ganiz  had  a djff^'^t  of  view  to*^ing  to  fore  & often 

uY-'-t  /L'i  ^ f viu 
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^ all  the  more  so  as  Av  was  grtly  influenced  by  very 
ortho  grp  in  Israel  & her  entire  atttde  colrd  by  th 
orientation  whereas  most  othrs  trying  to  help:  secu 

5 it  was  so  telling  a djf f that  when  An  finally  r'l^ea 
in  1985  &lnLs  every  remprk  was  weighed  & nuance  ana- 
.^J^zd  his  answer  to  qu:  •have  u become  rel" 

^ puasw  So  as  nt  to  be  torn  apart  by  vesF^int- groiips , 
CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 when  finally  released,  came  by  way  of  Wamnsee  area 
of  Berl  where  bridge  led  frm  E to  Wj  an  kre £ known, 
Ironically,  where  ^z  met  in  42  to  final  extr  of  »^ws 

2 when  he  •■ame — 4׳•  land  in  Jerus  & was  met  by  thousa  o 
people,  all  of  whom  saw  reali^ of  freedom  in  thr 
midst  and  on  behalf  of  all  the  people  of  Israel,  a 
rabbi  intoned  bless:  ^ *ל 

3 he  was,  of  c,  a hero;  spoke  to  & was  greeted  by  the 
great  men  ofjthe  world  and  it  is  said  that  now  all 
he  wants  is  to  be  left  in  peace 

4 hardly  can  be  the  case  bee  he  r4p)|^resents  a pt  of  v 
which  is  at  hrt  of  J life  in  our  time,  as  it  was  in 
time  of  Egypt  & in  cent  since  then*  issue  = freedom 

5 further,  bks  being  written:  one  iXve  outlined  and  a 
very  gd  volume  by  Martin  Gilbert  entitled  ''Sh:  M^ro 
of  our  time"  and  Sh  own  memoirs  to  be  publ  late  87 

6 bt  more,  S*v  no  longr’TTie  same:  Jews  now  in  open,  a 
VfieselX  can  go  there  «S;  worship  openly,  yng  couples 
spk  Heb  in  street  & ask  fr  exit  visasVknow  prob  Iras. 

B Specific 

1 that  is  tald'  of  the  two  Shch  & while  Anatoly  may  hv 
been  the  martyr  bee  of  his  imprisonment,  Ayj t al  a 
remarkable  womcin  as  well  altho  story  nt  f ocusd  orjhr 

2 cant  allow  myself  judgement  on  her  rel  conversion, 
except  what  is  in  bk  to'vhich  I refer,  bt  we  know  sh 
went  all  over  west  world  to  pld  fr  cause  of  her  hus 

3 she  was  refusd  & rejeetd  & even  abused  time  & again 
and  it  surely  cld  nt  have  been  easy  for  her  as  a 
lone  woman  vs  the  *'system*,*  in  Am  as  well  as  in  SovU 
but  in  the  end,  as  we  know,  she  did  persevere 

4 in  annals  of  time  it  is  bt  one  more  i/yistance  of  the 
release  of  the  captives,  as  is  what  is  happening  i1 
Middle  East  today;  bt  in  c ntext  of  J history  alone 
it  is  a remarkable  tale  of  achievement  & triumph  a-/ 

Amen,  י- •JTytrY  ^ 

Heb,  Tab,,  Friday,  Nov,  14,  I986 

An  & Av  Shcharansky Th  Journey  Home" 


by  ״Trtx  Jerusalem  Host" 
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-ttay,  Peter 

Ordinary  Heroes;  Ghana  Szenes  and  the  Dream  of  Zion 
G.P,  Putnam's  Sons,  New  York  262  p,,  $22.50 

This  book  tells  the  story  of  a very  special  woman,  Ghana  Szenes. 

She  came  from  the  assimilated  background  of  Hungarian  Jewry;  she  lived 

in  Budapest  where  one  quarter  of  the  population,  in  1937,  was  Jewish. 

It  was  a happy,  safe  and  good  childhood  but  the  lengtheiing  shadows  of 

Nazism  were  not  to  be  denied  and  the  news  from  Central  Europe  was  ominous. 

Zionism,  founded  by  Theodor  Herzl,  himself  born  in  Budapest,  became  an 

ever  more  meaningful  alternative,  especially  for  Hungarian  Jewish  youth; 

Ghana,  in  1939,  was  one  of  the  first  to  emigrate,  on  her  own,  out  of 

idealism  and  a sense  of  convi^^ction,  leaving  her  mother  and  brother  behind. 

The  brother,  Gyuri,  would  soon  make  his  way  to  southern  France  and  after  — . 

many  adventures  also  came  to  Palestine  at  the  precise  moment  when  his  sister 

was  scheduled  for  her  mission;  brother  and  sister  saw  each  other  for  only 

one  day.  Mother  and  son  did  not  meet  again  until  after  the  war. 

Ghana's  mission  grew  out  of  a desire  to  do  more  than  work  on  a 

Kibbutz  while  European  Jewry  was  being  decimated.  Together  with  a group 

of  like-minded  men,  they  joined  a detachment  of  British  soldiers  and  were 

% 

trained  to  parachute  into  Europe  with  a goal  that  became,  in  time,  a 
political  double-edged  sword:  to  help  British  airmen  downed  in  occupied 
territory  make  their  way  back  home  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  guide  Jews 
out  of  this  holocaust  area.  Ghana,  as  the  only  woman  of  the  group,  fought 
against  almost  insurmountable  odds  to  be  included  but  was  the  first,  finally, 
to  jump  into  Yugoslavia.  The  resue  mission  had  become  more  complicated 
in  the  intervening  years  as  Germany  occupied  Hungary  in  1944  and  immediately 
began  to  transport  Jews  to  the  gas  chambers.  With  her  mother  still  in 
Budapest,  Ghana  was  obsessed  with  being  a part  of  the  rescue  effort!  She 


2. 


led  a group  across  the  border  into  Hungary  but  was  caught  almost  immediately. 
Although  she  spent  months  in  prison,  ^he  did  meet  her  mother  again  and  knew 
of  her  brother's  safe  arrival  in  Palestine.  She  was  executed  on  November 
7,  1944,  as  one  of  the  last  acts  of  revenge  by  a frustrated  Nazi  administra- 
tion. which  could  not  quell  the  defiant  spirit  of  Hungarian  and  Jewish 
patriots.  Ghana  became  a martyr;  she  was  23  years  old. 

This  is  the  story  in  very  brief  outline.  The  author  has  written 
this  biography  in  a clear  and  exhilarating  manner  so  that  we  come  to  know 
and  like  this  young  girl  who  truly  embodied  the  spirit  of  Zionism,  of  the 
pioneers  who  forged  the  foundation  of  modern  Israel.  Linked  to  the 
obvious  story,  we  have  the  tale  of  Raul  Wallenberg,  the  Brand  - Kastner 
controversy,  much  of  the  historical  data  concerning  American  and  British 
intrigues  as  to  the  rescue  of  Jews,  the  history  of  Herzl's  movement,  as 
well  as  Ghana's  poems,  excerpts  from  her  letters  and  diaries,  results 
of  innumerable  interviews  all  woven  together  into  the  fabric  of  a life 
which  was  all  too  brief. 

When  Ghana's  body  was  returned  to  Israel  for  suitable  burial,  it 
was  received  by  the  great  leaders  of  the  State;  she  was  recognized  as  a 
modern  Esther.  Both  of  these  women  are  linked  by  a single  question:  how 
ntuch  difference  can  one  person  make  in.  the  life  of  a people,  a nation,  a 
faith?  The  answer  is  part  of  history;  in  the  example  of  Ghana  Szenes, 
the  focus  of  our  concern  lies  with  the  thought  that  even  if  one  can  not 
succeed  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  try  our  best.  On  that  level  we/Ghana 
find  fulfillment.  Mr.  Hay's  book  brings  this  point  vividly  to  life. 

Robert  L.  Lehman 

New  York  Gity 
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elation  can  disclose  the  sawe  truths  that  we  can  discover  by  rea- 
son).  Both  conclusions  are  utilized  by  Mendelssohn. 

Jerusale?n  is  Mendelssohn’s  attempt  to  reconcile  pliilosoph- 
ically  what  he  was  able  to  fuse  in  his  personal  life — unt|uestioning 
loyalty  to  the  God  of  Sinai  and  the  pliilosophical  rationalism  of 
his  age.  Mendelssohn  holds  with  Locke,  Sltaftesbury,  and 
Leibniz  that  there  are  eternal  truths  (defined  by  Leibniz  as 
verites  de  rmon,  as  distinguished  from  vhttes  de  fait,  historical  or 
temporal  truths  requiring  the  evidence  of  sense  experience) 
which  are  self-evident  to  reason  and  can  be  verified  by  the  can- 
ons  of  logic.  Among  these  truths  are  the  existence  and  providence 
of  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  Since  these  truths  arc 
self-evident  to  reason,  they  do  not  require  disclosure  or  verifica- 
tion  by  an  act  of  God’s  self-revelation. 

In  adopting  this  pliilosophical  position,  Mendelssohn  di- 
vorced  lumself  sharply  from  the  approach  of  earlier  Jewish 
-thinkers,  especially  that  of  Moses  Maimonides  (1135-1204), 
whose  works  had  stimulated  Mendelssohn’s  initial  interest  in 
Jewish  pliilosophy. 

For  Maimonides,  our  knowledge  of  truth  is  derived  from  two 
sources,  reason  and  revelation.  Revelation  is  superfluous  for  the 
prophet  (as  he  defines  the  prophet)  and  the  true  philosopher, 
who  are  able  to  discover  truth  by  their  own  reasoning,  but  it  is 
needed  for  the  masses  of  the  common  people  who  do  not  know 
philosophy  and  are  unable  to  discover  the  truth  by  their  own  ef- 
forts.  Conscijuently,  it  must  be  conuuunicated  to  them  through 
revelation.  Reason  and  revelation  are  the  twin  sources  of  the  same 
truth. 

Mendelssohn  rejected  the  claim  that  truth  can  be  derived 
from  two  sources.  He  felt  it  is  superfluous  and,  therefore,  illogical 
to  assume  that  revelation  is  needed  to  disclose  a truth  at  wltich 
man  can  arrive  by  virtue  of  his  capacity  to  reason.  The  ultimate 
religious  verities  cannot  be  conununicated  to  man  by  revelation, 
for  no  revelation  or  ntiracle  can  possibly  convince  man  of  the 
validity  of  anything  his  reason  cannot  understand.  /י 
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He  attempted  to  answer  these  questions  in  his  major  philo- 
soplücal  work  of  Jewish  interest,  Jerusalern.^  In  its  first  part, 
he  examined  the  relationsliip  between  church  and  state  and  out- 
lined  an  ideal  society,  and  in  its  second,  he  defined  the  nature 
of  religion  and  set  forth  his  concept  of  Judaism.  His  approach  re- 
fleeted  the  peculiar  dualism  of  his  background  and  orientation. 
Mendelssohn  was  a citizen  of  two  worlds — of  the  ghetto,  with  its 
milieu  of  Jewish  learning  and  loyalties,  and  of  eighteenth-century 
Enlightenment,  with  its  glorification  of  man’s  reason  as  the  su- 
preme  judge  and  arbiter  of  all  human  affairs.  As  a member  of  the 
pre-emancipatory  Jewish  community  he  continued  to  hold  firmly 
to  the  belief  in  a God  who,  as  the  Creator  of  the  world  and  Giver 
of  all  law,  had  disclosed  His  will  at  a particular  pomt  in  time  and 
space— Sinai — and  to  a particular  people — Israel.  In  the  value 
structure  of  tltis  people,  every  aspect  of  life— dietary  laws,  the 
patterns  of  family  life,  legal  procedures,  educational  objectives, 
individual  conduct,  and  community  organization — received  its 
authentication  front  the  conviction  that  it  was  derived  from  Sinai 
and  that  the  individual  was  a member  of  a holy  people  set  apart 
by  God  for  a divine  mission  in  tlie  drama  of  cosmic  redemption. 

But  Mendelssohn  also  inltabited  the  world  of  the  general  lit- 
eraturc  and  philosophy  of  his  time,  whose  dominant  spirit  was 
probably  best  defined  by  Immanuel  Kant  when  he  admonished 
his  contemporaries,  sapere  aude,  “Dare  to  use  your  reason.  Rea- 
son,  not  supernatural  revelation,  is  the  medium  through  wlfich 
man  can  discern  what  he  needs  to  know  in  order  to  attain  happi- 
ness  and  fulfillment  in  tltis  world  and  gaiit  immortality  in  the 

«»ext.  . 

Two  conclusions  are  drawn  from  tlfis  premise.  Fust,  since  all 

men  are  endowed  with  the  capacity  to  reason,  reason  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  exclusive  possession  of  any  individual  or  group. 
Consequently,  all  who  use  and  live  by  the  truths  that  reason  dis- 
closes  can  acliievc  salvation.  Second,  divine  revelation  is  logically 
no  longer  needed  as  a source  of  truth,  for,  as  Locke  sees  it,  revela- 
tion  cannot  disclose  any  new  ideas  that  cannot  be  discovered 
tiuough  reflection  and  the  use  of  reason  (though,  for  Locke,  rev- 
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to  refer  to  a church  that  is  independent  [of  the  state],  yet  no  one 
knows  where  to  find  it.  Still  others  advance  a claim  for  powers 
and  rights,  yet  no  one  can  tell  you  who  should  exercise  them. 

Thomas  Hobbes  lived  in  a period  when  fanaticism,  coupled 
with  an  undisciplined  desire  for  freedom,  recognized  no  bounds 
and  was  ready — something  which  it  later  accomplished — to 
stamp  out  royal  power  and  to  overthrow  the  country’s  political 
structure.  Weary  of  civil  strife  and  by  nature  inclined  toward  a 
life  of  quiet  contemplation,  he  considered  tranquillity  of  mind 
and  security  as  supreme  blessings  regardless  of  how  they  were  to 
be  acliieved;  and  he  felt  they  could  not  be  realized  unless  undi- 
vided  power  was  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  state. 
Consequently,  he  thought  that  public  welfare  would  be  best 
served  if  everything,  even  our  judgment  of  right  or  wrong, 
were  made  subject  to  the  supreme  jurisdiction  and  power  of  the 
civil  authorities.  He  based  this  theory  on  the  premise  that  man  is 
entitled  to  everything  he  can  get  by  employing  the  powers  with 
which  nature  has  endowed  him.  He  claimed  that  the  original  state 
of  nature  is  a state  of  general  anarchy — a war  of  all  against  all,  in 
which  every  man  rmy  do  what  he  can  do.  Might  is  right.  He  felt 
that  this  deplorable  state  of  affairs  lasted  until  men  agreed  to  put 
a stop  to  their  misery,  to  relinquish  rights  and  powers  when  they 
endangered  public  security,  and  to  place  their  administration 
in  the  hands  of  a properly  constituted  authority.  Hence,  right  is 
now  what  this  authority  commands. 

Hobbes  either  was  insensitive  to  the  need  for  civil  liberty  or 
else  would  rather  see  it  abolished  than  abused.  Yet  in  order  to  pre- 
serve  his  own  freedom  of  thought — a freedom  of  which  he  made 
more  use  than  anyone  else — he  resorted  to  a subtle  argument.  Ac- 
cording  to  his  system,  all  right  is  grounded  in  might,  all  obligation 
in  fear.  Inasmuch  as  God  is  infinitely  more  powerful  than  any 
civil  authority,  God’s  right  must  also  be  infinitely  superior  to  that 
of  the  human  authority.  Consequently,  our  fear  of  God  imposes 
up>on  us  obligations  which  must  never  yield  to  any  fear  of  human 
authorities.  Interestingly  enough,  Hobbes  felt  that  this  principle 
applied  only  to  man's  private  religious  beliefs,  which  were  that 
philosopher’s  sole  concern  in  this  context.  However,  in  all  matters 
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may  be  onerous  in  the  light  of  common  sense,  but  they  are  clear- 
cut,  concise,  part  of  a uniform  pattern.  It  has  a definite  answer 
to  every  question.  Never  mind  its  limitations — he  who  Ras 
' everything  has  no  need  to  worry  about  the  cost.  The  same  holds 
true  for  the  constitution  of  the  church,  according  to  Roman 
Catholic  principles.  It  covers  every  aspect  of  life  and  is  all  of  one 
piece,  as  it  were.  You  may  be  required  to  comply  with  all  its  de- 
mands,  but  at  least  you  know  where  you  stand.  Your  house  is 
safely  built,  and  tranquillity  reigns  in  all  its  rooms.  Of  course,  this 
tranquillity  is  merely  that  dreadful  calm  which,  in  Montesquieu’s 
phrase,  prevails  during  the  evening  in  a fortress  expecting  to  be 
taken  by  assault  during  the  night.  But  those  who  equate  happiness 
with  undisturbed  calm  in  doctrine  and  life  will  find  it  nowhere 
with  greater  certainty  than  under  a Roman  Catholic  despot;  or 
rather,  because  even  in  this  case  power  is  still  too  much  divided 
[between  the  ruler  of  the  state  and  the  head  of  the  church],  un- 
der  the  despotic  rule  of  the  church  itself. 

But  as  soon  as  freedom  dares  to  remove  even  the  smallest 
structural  clement  in  this  building,  the  entire  edifice  threatens 
to  collapse,  and  no  one  knows  how  much  of  it  will  remain  stand- 
ing  in  the  end.  This  accounts  for  the  extraordinary  confusion  and 
disturbance  in  civil  and  church  affairs  that  occurred  during  the 
first  years  of  the  Reformation.  It  also  accounts  for  the  striking 
embarrassment  one  could  observe  among  the  teachers  and  spokes- 
men  of  the  Reformation  whenever  they  had  to  determine  how 
far  to  go  in  granting  rights  to  the  masses.  It  was,  of  course,  diffi- 
cult  to  keep  the  large,  newly  unfettered  masses  within  the  neces- 
sary  bounds.  However,  even  the  theoretical  writings  of  that  time 
are  vague  and  vacillating  whenever  they  attempt  to  define  the 
power  of  the  church.  The  despotism  of  the  Roman  church  was 
abolished — but  what  was  to  take  its  place?  Even  now,  in  our 
own,  more  enlightened  time,  the  compendiums  of  church  law 
remain  vague  on  this  point.  The  clergy  will  not  or  cannot  re- 
\ linquish  all  claims  for  the  right  of  the  church  to  pl3y  a role  in  the 
I affairs  of  the  state.  Yet  no  one  knows  what  this  role  should  be. 
^Sbme  people  seem  determined  to  settle  doctrinal  controversies 
witliout  even  acknowledging  a supreme  judge.  Others  continue 
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really  beside  the  point  as  soon  as  the  state  completely  relinquishes 
its  control  over  man’s  spiritual  concerns.  ^ 

Actually  it  is  neither  correct  nor  in  man’s  best  interest  to  dis-  | 
anguish  so  sharply  between  the  temporal  and  the  eternal.  Eter- 
nity,  in  principle,  can  never  be  man’s  portion־,  his  “eternity”  is 
merely  an  infinitely  prolonged  temporality.  His  temporality  never 
ceases;  it  is  an  integral  and  essential  part  of  his  continuity. 

To  counterpoise  man’s  temporal  welfare  and  his  eternal  bliss 
leads  to  a confusion  of  concepts  which  has  important  practical 
consequences.  It  shifts  the  borders  of  the  sphere  in  which  man 
can  act  in  accordance  with  his  capabilities  and  extends  his  reach 
beyond  the  limits  which  Providence,  in  her  wisdom,  has  set  for 
him.  If  I may  quote  myself  here:  “on  the  dark  path  man  has  to 
travel  in  this  life,  he  is  granted  just  enough  light  to  be  sure  of 
his  next  step.  More  would  only  blind  him,  and  any  lateral  light 
would  merely  confuse  him.”®  I grant  that  it  may  be  necessary  to 
remind  man  continually  that  all  is  not  over  when  this  life  ends 
and  that  he  must  expect  a future  state  of  infinite  duration  for 
which  his  life  down  here  is  merely  a preparation,  just  as,  in  all  of 
creation,  the  present  is  merely  a preparation  for  what  is  still  to 
come.  As  our  rabbis  say,  this  life  is  merely  a vestibule  in  which 
we  are  to  prepare  ourselves  if  we  wish  to  enter  the  innermost 
chamber.® 

Nevertheless,  we  must  be  careful  not  to  establish  an  antithesis 
between  this  life  and  the  one  to  come  or  to  persuade  people  that 
their  true  welfare  in  this  life  and  their  eternal  bliss  in  the  life  to 
come  are  unrelated — that  their  temporal  and  their  eternal  well- 
being  are  two  different  things  and  that  it  is  possible  to  pursue 
the  one  while  neglecting  the  other.  Such  delusions  will  simply 
distort  the  outlook  and  perspective  of  the  simple-minded  per- 
son,  who  will  lose  his  bearing  and  begin  to  stumble  on  what,  in 
reality,  is  a straight  and  level  road.  Far  too  many  people  do  not 
dare  to  enjoy  the  bounties  that  Providence  bestows  on  them 
here  and  now,  for  fear  of  losing  an  equivalent  portion  in  the  here- 
after,  and  some  men  have  deliberately  neglected  their  responsi- 
bilities  as  citizens  on  earth  in  the  hope  of  thereby  becoming  better 
citizens  of  heaven.  ^ I 
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tice  of  the  differences  between  religions,  for  religion  inherently 
has  no  bearing  or  influence  on  temporal  affairs.  Any  connection 
between  the  two  realms  is  the  result  of  an  arbitrary  act  of  men. 

Well  then,  if  the  dispute  could  be  settled  by  a verbal  defini- 
tion,  I would  know  of  none  that  is  more  convenient;  and  if  words 
could  have  talked  the  restless  minds  of  his  age  out  of  their  in- 
tolerance,  the  good  Locke  himself  would  not  have  found  it  nec- 
essary  to  go  into  exile  quite  so  frequently.  But,  his  opponents  ask, 
what  prevents  us  from  promoting  our  eternal  happiness  collec- 
tively  too?  In  fact,  on  what  grounds  can  we  restrict  the  regulative 
power  of  society  merely  to  the  realm  of  temporal  affairs?  If  men 
can  promote  their  eternal  salvation  by  public  measures,  duty  as 
well  as  reason  would  demand  that  they  band  together  for  this 
purpose. 

Now,  if  the  state  limits  its  concerns  merely  tq  temporal  mat- 
ters,  a question  arises:  To  whom  are  we  to  entrust  the  care  for  the 
eternal?  To  the  church?  Then  we  would  be  back  at  the  point 
from  which  we  had  started  (i.e.,  the  tension  between]  state  and 
church,  concern  for  the  temporal  and  the  eternal,  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical  authority.  Their  relationship  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
temporal  to  the  eternal.  Hence  the  state  is  subordinate  to  religion 
and  must  yield  whenever  a collision  between  the  two  occurs. 

But  if  this  were  correct,  on  what  grounds  can  anyone  reject 
the  dreadful  implications  of  Cardinal  Bellarmine’s  arguments 
that  the  head  of  the  church,  in  order  to  advance  the  eternal,  also 
has  jurisdiction  over  everything  temporal;^  that  his  sovereignty 
extends  at  least  indirectly  over  all  persons  and  possessions 
of  the  world;  that  all  secular  realms  are  indirectly  subject  to  the 
authority  of  the  spiritual  ruler;  and  that  they  have  to  follow  his 
orders  if  they  want  to  change  their  form  of  government,  depose 
their  kings,  or  appoint  others  in  their  stead?  He  maintains  that  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  state  cannot  be  guaranteed  in  any  other 
way — a doctrine  which,  together  with  numerous  other  maxims 
of  his  order,  Bellarmine  set  forth  with  great  ingenuity  in  his  work 
De  Romano  pontifice.  But  the  numerous  objections  raised  in  vo- 
luminous  works  against  the  Cardinal’s  fallacious  arguments  are 


Chapter  1 19 

source  of  man’s  actions  and  convictions  is  his  relationship  to 
God,  they  are  the  domain  of  church,  synagogue,  and  mosque. 

Some  of  tlic  writings  that  deal  with  canon  law  seriously  ques- 
tion  whether  Jews,  heretics,  or  heterodox  believers  can  have  a 
“church”  of  their  own.  The  question  is  not  quite  as  absurd  as  it 
may  appear  to  the  unbiased  reader  in  view  of  the  limitless  priv- 
ileges  which  the  so-called  church  likes  to  arrogate  unto  itself.  To 
me,  this  terminological  distinction  does  not  matter.  Those  public 
institutions  for  the  training  of  man  which  deal  with  his  relations 
to  God  I call  “church”;  those  which  deal  with  his  relations  to  man 
I call  “state.”  By  “training”  I mean  the  attempt  to  guide  man’s  ac- 
tions  and  convictions  in  such  a way  that  both  will  jointly  promote 
the  well-being  of  mankind.  I mean,  in  short,  the  education  and 
government  of  man. 

I-Iapj>y  is  the  stare  which  succeeds  in  governing  its  people  by  \ 
education  alone  so  that  they  will  engage  in  socially  useful  acts  as  a 
result  of  their  morality  and  attitudes  rather  than  because  they 
have  to  be  constantly  spurred  on  by  the  law.  As  a social  being, 
man  must  surrender  many  of  his  rights  for  the  general  good,  or,  ^ - 
as  we  can  also  put  it,  he.  must  often  sacrifice  his  own  advantage 
to  a benevolent  concern  for  others.  But  he  will  be  happy  only 
when  this  sacrifice  is  made^Q£J^SJpגY]0^voli^oa  and  when  he  re- 
alizes,  each  time  anew,  that  he  acts,  solely  out  of  a concern  for  his 
fellowmen.  Basically,  altruism  makes  us  happier  than  egotism, 
provided  we  sense  that  our  arrinn  representt  ר reilization  of  our 
human  potential.  Contrary  to  tfiTclaims  of  some  sophists  that 
man  is  motivated  by  nothing  but  self-love,  benevolence  ceases  to 
be  benevolence  and  has  neither  value  nor  merit  if  it  docs  not  flow 
freely  from  the  benefactor’s  own  volition  and  initiative.  _j 

This  consideration  can  also  provide  us  with  a satisfactory  an- 
swer  to  the  well-known  question.  Which  form  of  government  is 
the  best?  Until  now,  a number  of  contradictory  answers — all  of 
them  apparently  true — have  been  given  to  this  question.  Actually, 
the  question  is  too  vague,  as  is  a similar  question  in  the  medical 
field.  Which  food  is  best  for  our  health?  Obviously,  each  com- 
plexion,  climate,  age,  sex,  and  way  of  life  requires  a different  an- 
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Several  considerations  have  enabled  me  to  clarify  my  own 
thinking  about  state  and  religion — their  respective  limits,  their 
influences  upon  each  other,  and  their  effect  upon  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  in  civil  life.  As  soon  as  man  recognizes  that  he  can 
neither  fulfill  his  duties  toward  himself,  his  Creator,  and  his  fel- 
lowman  nor  escape  the  oppressive  misery  of  loneliness  if  he  lives 
in  isolation  from  society,  he  has  the  obligation  to  end  this  state  of 
isolation  and  to  associate  himself  with  his  peers  so  that  they  can 
as.sist  each  other  in  their  needs  and  promote  a common  welfare 
by  joint  efforts.  Their  common  welfare,  however,  comprises  the 
present  as  well  as  the  future,  their  spiritual  as  well  as  their  ma- 
tcrial  concerns.  They  arc  inseparable.  Unless  we  fulfill  our  obliga- 
tions,  we  can  expect  happiness  neither  here  nor  hereafter,  neither 
on  earth  nor  in  heaven.  But,  for  the  fulfillment  of  our  obliga- 
tions,  two  things  are  required  in  turn;  action  a,nd  conviction. 
“Action”  is  the  realization  of  what  duty  demands;  “conviction” 
ensures  that  our  actions  spring  from  proper  and  correct  mo- 
tives. 

Human  perfection  thus  requires  both  action  and  conviction, 
and  it  is  the  task  of  society  to  promote  both  vigorously  through 
the  collective  efforts  of  all.  In  other  words,  society  must  guide  the 
actions  of  its  members  toward  the  common  good,  and  it  must 
nurture  the  convictions  which  will  eventuate  in  such  actions.  The 
one,  society  achieves  through  government;  the  other,  through 
education.  Man  can  be  induced  to  submit  to  both  by  reasons  he 
considers  cogent:  he  can  be  prompted  to  action  by  proper  mo- 
tivation,  and  he  can  be  led  to  conviction  by  his  proper  under- 
standing  of  the  truth.  Society  must  therefore  promote  both 
through  public  institutions  in  such  a way  that  they  will  cooper- 
ate  harmoniously  for  the  common  good. 

Man's  rational  actions  and  convictions  arc  determined  partly 
by  his  relations  to  his  fellowmen  and  partly  by  his  relations  to  his 
Creator  and  Keeper.  The  former  are  the  province  of  the  state, 
the  latter  that  of  religion.  Insofar  as  man’s  actions  and  convictions, 
which  serve  the  common  good,  spring  from  the  relations  be- 
tween  man  and  man,  they  arc  the  domain  of  civil  law;  where  the 
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chances  [of  affecting  his  thinking]  unless  you  keep  fear  and 
hope  completely  out  of  sight.  You  simply  deceive  your  own  heart, 
or  your  heart  has  deceived  you,  if  you  believe  that  anyone  can 
arrive  at  truth  or  that  his  freedom  of  thought  can  remain  inviolate 
if  his  ratiocination  is  either  rewarded  with  status  and  recognition 
or  punished  with  contempt  and  poverty.  Our  notions  of  good 
and  evil  are  the  instruments  that  govern  our  will;  our  concepts  of 
truth  and  error  arc  the  instruments  which  our  reason  uses.  The 
man  who  wants  to  influence  our  reason  had  better  not  use  the  in- 
strument  designed  for  our  will;  otherwise  he  will  merely  act  con- 
trary  to  his  own  intentions  and  remove  obstacles  where  he  should 
have  erected  them,  while  fortifying  the  structure  which  he  should 

have  tom  down.  —ך־ 

What  form  of  government  is  therefore  advisable  for  the  / 
church?  None!  Who  shall  have  the  authority  to  settle  disputes  in 
reli^ous  matters?  He  to  whom  God  has  given  the  ability  to  con- 
vince  others.  For  of  what  value  is  any  form  of  government  if  there 
is  nothing  to  be  governed?  Of  what  use  is  authority  if  no  one  is 
to  be  subject  to  it?  What  good  is  a judiciary  if  no  rights  or  claims 
are  to  be  adjudicated?  Neither  state  nor  church  is  competent  to  ^ 
serve  as  judge  in  matters  of  religion.  Society  has  not  given  them 
this  right  by  any  contract.  I grant  that  the  state  must  be  vigilant, 
so  that  no  doctrines  will  be  spread  which  are  detrimental  to  public 
welfare  or  which,  like  atheism  or  Epicureanism,  might  undermine 
the  foundations  of  society.  Let  a Plutarch  or  a Bayle*^  question 
whether  a state  might  not  be  better  off  with  atheism  than  with 
superstition.  Let  them  count  and  compare  the  afflictions  wltich 
have  already  befallen  and  still  threaten  to  befall  mankind  from 
these  sources  of  misery.  What  they  arc  doing  is  basically  no  dif- 
ferent  from  what  a man  does  when  he  examines  whether  a slow 
fever  is  more  fatal  than  a sudden  one.  No  person  would  wish 
either  upon  his  friends.  Similarly,  society  would  do  well  to  let 
neither  fanaticism  nor  atheism  take  root  and  spread.  Regardless  of 
whether  the  body  politic  is  ravished  by  cancer  or  consumed  by 
fever,  the  result  is  the  same:  it  becomes  desperately  ill. 

But  the  state,  while  remaining  vigilant,  should  nevertheless 
keep  a certain  distance  even  in  these  matters  and,  with  wise  mod- 
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victions,  however,  state  and  church  are  not  so  far  apart.  Here  the 
state  has  no  other  means  of  influencing  man  than  the  church  has. 
Both  must  instruct,  teach,  encourage,  motivate.  But  neither  may 
reward  or  punish,  employ  force  or  use  bribery;  for  there  is  no 
social  contract  by  which  even  the  state  could  acquire  jurisiflction 
over  man’s  thoughts  and  convictions.  In  short,  neither  benevo- 
Icnce  nor  force  can  sway  or  influence  man’s  convictions.  I cannot 
renounce  any  of  my  views  out  of  love  for  my  neighbor,  nor  can 
1 cede  to  him  any  part  of  my  personal  judgment  or  convictions 
just  because  I want  to  do  him  a favor.  By  the  same  token,  I must 
not  arrogate  to  myself  a right  to  his  views  or  try  in  any  way  to 
gain  control  of  them.  The  right  to  our  own  convictions  is  inalien- 
able  and  cannot  be  transferred  from  person  to  person.  It  does  not 
involve  any  claim  to  property,  possessions,  or  liberty. 

Hence,  even  the  smallest  privilege  which  you  publicly  ^ant 
to  your  coreligionists  or  those  who  share  your  views  is  an  indirect 
bribe,  while  even  the  smallest  freedom  of  which  you  deprive  the 
dissident  is  an  indirect  punishment.  Both  have  essentially  the  same 
effect  that  a direct  reward  for  agreement  or  a punishment  for  op- 
position  has.  The  authors  of  some  textbooks  of  canon  law  who 
insist  that  there  is  a difference  between  reward  and  privilege, 
punishment  and  restraint,  deceive  themselves  appallingly.  The 
linguist  may  find  these  distinctions  useful,  but  they  will  hardly 
comfort  the  miserable  wretch  who  is  deprived  of  his  rights  as  a 
human  being  simply  because  he  cannot  say  "I  believe”  when  he 
does  not  believe  or  because  he  does  not  want  to  be  a Moslem 
with  his  mouth  when  he  is  a Christian  at  heart.  What,  in  fact,  are 
the  limits  of  privilege  and  of  restraint?  A person  requires  no  more 
than  a moderate  talent  for  sophistry  in  order  to  stretch  and  en- 
large  these  concepts  until  they  are  so  defined  as  to  constitute 
either  happiness  or  just  the  opposite — oppression,  exile,  and  mis- 


IS 


ery. 

Fear  and  hope  affect  man’s  emotions  and  desires;  rational  ar- 
guments  address  themselves  to  his  cognitive  faculty.  Therefore, 
you  use  the  wrong  approach  if  you  play  on  a person’s  fears  or 
hopes  in  order  to  induce  him  to  accept  or  reject  certain  doctrines. 
Even  if  this  were  not  your  intention,  you  will  still  spoil  your 
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can  the  state  claim  a right  which  cannot  be  bestowed  by  contract 
or  transferred  from  one  person  to  another  by  a declaratory  act? 

To  clarify  this  point  further,  let  us  examine  under  what  con- 
didons  an  oath  concerning  a person’s  belief  or  disbelief  has  valid- 
ity.  Can  the  validity  of  a man’s  opinions,  his  agreement  or  dis- 
agreement  with  principles  established  by  reason,  be  verified  or 
confirmed  by  an  oath? 

Oaths  cannot  beget  any  new  obligations.  The  most  solemn 
invocation  of  God  as  a witness  of  the  truth  cannot  grant  or  abolish 
a previously  e.xisting  right  nor  impose  a duty  upon  the  appellant 
which  he  would  not  have  been  obliged  to  fulfill  even  without  an 
oath.  Oaths  merely  serve  to  awaken  a person’s  conscience  that  has 
become  dormant  and  to  call  liis  attention  to  what  the  will  of  the 
Judge  of  the  world  demands  of  him  anyhow.  Therefore,  oatlis  are 
intended  neither  for  the  conscientious  person  nor  for  the  con- 
firmed  scoundrel.  The  former  ought  to  be  so  thoroughly  imbued 
with  the  truth  that  he  knows  without  oath  or  imprecation  that 
God  is  his  witness — of  his  verbal  statements  as  well  as  of  his 
thoughts  and  hidden  motives — and  that  He  will  not  let  any  trans- 
gression  of  His  holy  will  go  unpunished.  And  as  far  as  the  habitual 
evildoer  is  concerned,  he  is  a person  without  a conscience,  and 
“he  who  spares  no  man  fears  no  God.” 

Oaths  are  therefore  merely  for  the  average  person,  that  is,  for 
most  of  us  who  in  one  way  or  another  belong  to  that  group.  Oaths 
are  for  the  weak,  undetermined,  irresolute  people  who  have  prin- 
ciples  but  do  not  always  follow  them.  They  are  for  people  who 
are  lazy  and  indolent  with  regard  to  the  good,  though  they  know 
and  respect  it;  for  men  who  are  prone  to  yield  to  every  foible 
and  therefore  procrastinate  and  always  seem  to  look  for  excuses — 
which  they  often  seem  to  find.  They  are  for  men  who  want  to  go 
through  with  their  decisions  but  lack  determination.  They  are 
for  those  people  whose  will  must  be  steeled  and  whose  conscience 
must  be  prodded.  A man,  for  example,  may  conceivably  hold 
someone  else’s  property  even  though  he  denies  this  fact  before 
the  judge.  Yet  he  may  not  be  evil  or  determined  to  commit  an 
injustice.  He  may  simply  have  used  or  lost  the  property  and  may 
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eration,  favor  only  those  doctrines  on  which  its  true  well-being 
depends.  It  should  not  get  involved  in  any  doctrinal  controversy 
nor  use  its  authority  to  decide  it;  for  it  would  vitiate  its  own  goals 
if  it  prohibited  investigation  or  arranged  to  settle  a controversy  in 
any  way  other  than  by  reasoned  arguments.  Nor  need  the  state 
concern  itself  with  every  single  principle  which  may  be  affirmed 
or  rejected  by  a religious  group,  be  it  a dominant  creed  or  a sup- 
pressed  sect.  We  are  concerned  here  only  with  those  major  prin- 
ciples  on  which  all  religions  agree  and  without  which  happiness 
is  but  a dream  and  virtue  ceases  to  be  virtue.  Without  [faith  in] 
God,  Providence,  and  a future  life,  love  of  man  is  nothing  but  a 
congenital  weakness,  and  humanitarianism  little  more  than  a chi- 
mera  into  which  we  try  to  trick  each  other  so  that  the  simpleton 
may  get  into  trouble  while  the  quick-w׳itted  can  enjoy  liimself  at 
the  other’s  expense. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  discitss  also  the  question  whether  it  ’ 
is  pcrmissil)le  to  have  teachers  and  priests  testify  under  oath  that 
they  subscribe  to  certain  articles  of  faith.  What  doctrines  could 
possibly  be  validated  this  way?  The  basic  principles  which  are 
common  to  all  religions,  and  which  I have  already  mentioned,  are 
not  subject  to  confirmation  by  oath.  You  will  have  to  take  the 
swearer’s  word  that  he  affirms  them;  otherwise,  his  oath  is  mere 
sound,  empty  words  tossed  into  the  air.  All  trust  in  oaths,  and  the 
respect  in  which  they  arc  held,  rest  on  these  fundamental  princi- 
pies  of  morality.  If,  however,  I am  asked  solemnly  to  confirm  or 
abjure  certain  specific  doctrines  of  a particular  religion — doctrines 
wliich  arc  not  essential  to  man’s  virtue  and  well-being,  although, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  state  and  its  representatives,  they  are  ncccs- 
sary  for  my  own  eternal  salvation— then  I ask,  “What  right  docs 
the  state  have  to  probe  into  man’s  soul  and  to  force  him  to  con- 
fessions  which  can  bring  neither  comfort  nor  benefit  to  society?” 
This  right  could  never  have  been  granted  to  the  state  because  all 
previously  mentioned  conditions  for  a contract  are  missing  here. 
The  issue  involves  neither  my  property,  which  I can  dispose  of  or 
transfer  to  my  neighbor,  nor  objects  of  beneficence.  Hence,  there 
can  be  no  clashes  of  interest  that  have  to  be  arbitrated.  How  then 
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1 Ic  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins. 

Nor  requited  us  according  to  our  iniquities. 

For  as  the  Heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 

So  great  is  His  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  Him. 
As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west. 
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So  far  hath  He  removed  our  transgression  from  us. 

Like  as  a father  hath  compassion  upon  his  children, 

So  hath  the  Lord  compassion  upon  them  that  fear  Him. 

For  He  knoweth  our  frame; 

He  remembereth  that  we  are  dust. 

0'רק  [Ps.103:7-14r 

I am  now  able  to  summarize  itiy  views  of  the  Judaism  of  the 
past  and  to  group  them  together  from  an  all-inclusive  point  of 
view.  According  to  its  founder,  Judaism  consisted  of,  or  was  to 
consist  of: 

(a)  Religious  doctrines  and  tenets,  or  eternal  truths  about 
God,  His  rule,  and  Providence,  without  which  man  cannot  be 
enlightened  or  happy.  These  were  not  forced  upon  our  people 
under  a threat  of  eternal  or  temporal  punishment  but  addressed 
to  man’s  reason,  for  his  rational  understanding  and  ackpowlcdg- 
ment  according  to  the  nature  and  evidence  of  eternal  truth. 

These  truths  could  not  have  been  inspired  through  direct  rev- 
elation;  indeed,  they  could  not  have  been  made  known  through 
speech  or  luriting,  which  can  be  understood  only  here  and  now. 
The  supreme  Being  has  revealed  them  to  all  rational  creatures 
through  concepts  and  events  inscribed  on  their  souls  with  a script 
that  is  legible  and  intelligible  at  all  times  andlnall  places.  This  js 
why  our  frequently  quoted  psalmist  sings, 

The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God, 

And  the  firmament  shows  His  handiwork; 

Day  unto  day  expresses  His  greamess; 

Night  unto  night  makes  Him  known. 

There  is  no  speech,  there  are  no  words. 

Their  voice  is  not  heard. 

Yet  their  sway  extends  over  all  the  earth. 

And  their  messages  to  the  ends  of  the  world. 

In  the  heavens.  He  hath  set  a tent  for  the  sun. 

[Ps.  19:2-5] 
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sary  to  let  a person  suffer  as  an  example  for  others,  and  isn’t  ex- 
emption  from  this  kind  of  exemplary  punishment  also  desirable?” 

My  reply  was  “No.”  In  G<W’s  kingdom  no  individual  suffers 
merely  for  the  benefit  of  others.  Yet  should  this  ever  happen,  the 
sacrifice  for  the  benefit  of  others  must  confer  a higher  moral 
worth  upon  the  sufferer  himself.  Moreover,  as  far  as  his  inner 
growth  toward  perfection  is  concerned,  he  himself  must  consider 
it  important  to  have  produced  so  much  good  through  his  suffer- 
ing.  in  this  case,  however,  I would  no  longer  fear  such  a state  of 
affairs.  Nor  can  I possibly  wish  to  be  assured  by  a revelation  that  ' 
I should  never  find  myself  in  a situation  in  wliich  I would  have 
to  manifest  a generous  benevolence  which  would  increase  my 
happiness  and  that  of  others. 

All  1 have  to  fear  is  sin  itself.  If  1 have  committed  a sin,  divine 
punishment  is  actually  salutary,  an  effect  of  His  fatherly  concern 
and  mercy.  As  soon  as  it  ceases  to  be  salutary,  I can  be  sure  that 
it  will  be  remitted.  Can  I possibly  wish  that  my  Father  withdraw 
His  chastising  hand  from  me  before  it  has  achieved  what  it  was  . 
meant  to?  If  I ask  God  to  let  my  transgres-sions  go  unpunished,  do 
I really  know  what  I am  asking  for?  Surely,  this  too,  is  a manifes- 
tation  of  God’s  infinite  love  that  He  will  allow  no  transgression  of 
man  to  pass  without  retribution.  Surely, 

f Strength  bclongeth  unto  God; 

' Also  unto  Thee,  O Lord,  belongeth  mercy; 

j For  Thou  renderest  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds. 

j [Ps.  62:1213־] 

’ That  it  was  Moses  who  first  disclosed  God’s  mercy  to  the 

people  on  this  important  occasion  is  explicitly  stated  by  the 
psalmist  in  another  passage,  where  he  quotes  the  same  words  from 
the  Books  of  Moses  to  which  we  have  referred  before: 

, He  made  known  His  ways  unto  Moses, 

< His  doings  unto  the  children  of  Israel. 

The  Lord  is  full  of  compassion  and  gracious. 

Slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy. 

He  will  not  always  contend; 

j Neither  will  He  keep  His  anger  forever. 
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His  laws,  enjoining,  them  upon  the  people  and  their  descendants 
as  unalterable  obligations. 

These  la\vs  were  revealed,  that  is,  they  were  made  known  by 
God  through  the  spoken  and  written  word.  However,  only  their 
ntost  essential  part  was  embodied  in  letters;  and  even  these  written 
laws  remain  largely  incomprehensible  without  the  unwritten 
commentaries,  elucidations,  and  specific  definitions  transmitted 
by  oral  and  vivid  instruction.  They  are  unintelligible,  or  had  to 
become  unintelligible  in  the  course  of  time,  since  no  words  or 
letters  can  retain  their  meaning  unchanged  from  one  generation 
to  the  next. 

The  ultimate  purpose  of  the  written  and  the  unwritten  laws 
prescribing  actions  as  well  as  rules  of  life  is  [the  attainment  of] 
public  and  private  salvation.  But  to  a certain  degree,  they  must 
also  be  regarded  as  a kind  of  script  and  have  significance  and 
meaning  as  ceremonial  laws.  They  guide  the  seeking  mind  to 
divine  truths — partly  eternal,  partly  historical — on  which  the  re- 
ligion  of  this  people  was  based.  The  ceremonial  law  was  to  be  the 
link  benvecn  thought  and  action,  between  theory  and  practice. 
The  ceremonial  law  was  meant  to  stimulate  personal  relations 
and  social  contact  between  school  and  teacher,  between  student 
and  instructor,  and  it  was  supposed  to  encourage  competition  and 
emulation.  It  actually  fulfilled  all  these  functions  in  early  times, 
before  our  constitution  degenerated,  and  man’s  folly  interfered 
once  again,  transforming,  threrugh  misconception  and  mismanage- 
ment,  good  into  evil,  the  useful  into  the  liarmful. 

State  and  religion  in  this  original  constitution  were  not  united 
but  identical,  not  joined  together  but  one  and  the  same.  Man’s 
relation  to  society  and  his  relation  to  God  converged  in  one  point 
and  could  never  come  into  tension.  God,  the  Creator  and  Keeper 
of  the  world,  was  at  the  same  time  the  King  and  Administrator  of 
this  nation.  lie  is  a uniejue  Being  who  admits  of  no  division  or  plu* 
rality  in  the  political  or  metaphysical  spheres.  Nor  docs  this  Sov- 
ereign  have  any  wants.  He  demands  nothing  of  the  people  except 
what  will  serve  their  own  good  and  promote  the  state’s  well-be- 
ing,  just  as  the  state,  for  its  part,  could  not  demand  anything  that 
was  contrary  to  the  duties  toward  God  or  that  had  not  indeed 
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The  effect  of  eternal  truths  is  as  universal  as  the  beneficial 
influence  of  the  sun,  which  spreads  light  and  warmth  everywhere 
as  it  circles  the  globe.  The  same  psalmist  has  emphasized  this 
point  still  more  clearly  in  another  passage: 


From  sunrise  to  sundown 
The  name  of  the  Lord  is  praised. 

[Ps.  113:3] 


or,  as  the  prophet  s.ays  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

From  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  its  setting. 

My  name  is  great  among  the  nations. 

And  in  every  place  offerings  are  presented  unto  My  name. 

Even  pure  oblations. 

For  My  name  is  great  among  the  nations.  . . 

[Mai.  1:11] 

(b)  Flistorical  truths,  or  accounts  of  the  events  of  former 
ages,  especially  of  the  lives  of  our  patriarchs;  their  recognition  of 
the  true  God;  their  virtnous  conduct  before  God;  their  transgres- 
sions  and  the  paternal  chastisement  that  followed;  the  covenant 
God  niade  with  them;  and  His  often-repeated  promise  to  trans- 
form  their  descendants,  in  the  days  to  come,  into  a nation  conse- 
crated  to  His  service.  These  historical  accounts  disclose  the 
fundamental  purposes  of  the  people’s  national  existence.  As  his- 
torical  truths  they  must,  because  of  theu*  very  nature,  be  accepted 
on  faith. /Authority  alone  can  provide  evidence  of  their  historicity. 
Besides, /the  nation  found  that  these  historical  accounts  were  also 
confirmted  by  miracles  and  svipported  by  an  authority  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  their  faith  immune  to  all  doubts  and  mental  reset- 
vations, 

(r)  Laws,  precepts,  commandments,  rules  of  conduct:  they 
were  to  be  peculiar  to  this  people,  and  their  observance  was  to 
bring  happiness  to  the  entire  nation  as  well  as  to  its  individual 
members.  The  lawgiver  was  God — God  not  as  Creator  and  Sus- 
tainer  of  the  universe,  but  God  as  Protector  and  covenanted 
Friend  of  their  ancestors;  God  as  Redeemer,  Founder  and  Leader, 
as  King  and  Sovereign  of  this  nation.  Fie  solemnly  sanctioned 
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such  notions  publicly  merely  because  we  consider  them  biased  or 
erroneous  would  be  like  removing  the  foundation  stones  of  a 
building  in  order  to  examine  the  soundness  of  its  structure.  Any 
person  who  is  interested  more  in  man’s  welfare  than  in  his  own 
fame  will  refrain  from  public  statements  in  such  matters.  He  will 
proceed  with  the  utmost  care  in  order  not  to  destroy  someone 
clse’s  ethical  principles,  even  though  he  may  suspect  they  arc 
faulty,  until  the  other  person  is  prepared  to  accept  the  truth  m 

their  stead.  . , • r 

Therefore,  I find  it  possible  to  remain  silent  despite  the  fact 

that  I may  encounter  racial  prejudices  and  religious  errors  among 
mv  fellow  citizens,  as  long  as  their  views  do  not  subvert  natural 
religion  or  undermine  natural  law.  In  fact,  these  views  may  in- 
cidentally  even  produce  some  good.  1 admit  that  our  actions  do 
not  deserve  to  be  called  moral  if  they  are  grounded  in  error  and 
that  the  cause  of  the  good  will  be  advanced  more  efiectively  and 
lastingly  by  truth,  where  truth  is  known,  than  by  prejudice  and 
error  Nevertheless,  as  long  as  truth  is  not  yet  known  or  not  yet 
sufficiently  accepted  to  have  the  same  impact  upon  the  masses 
that  their  old  prejudices  did,  their  preconceived  notions  must  be 
considered  inviolate  by  any  friend  of  true  virtue. 

We  must  show  this  kind  of  discretion  especially  where  a peo- 
pie,  though  harboring  seemingly  erroneous  beUefs  has  otherxvise 
distinguished  itself  intellectually  and  morally  and  has  produced  a 
number  of  great  personalities  who  rank  high  among  the  benefac- 
tors  of  mankind.  We  should,  with  respectful  silence  overlook  the 
errors  of  so  noble  a member  of  the  human  family  even  if  we 
think  it  is  all  too  human  on  occasion.  Is  there  really  anyone  among 
us  who  is  entitled  to  ignore  the  excellent  quabues  of  such  a people 
and  to  criticize  it  for  a single  weakness  he  may  have  discovered. 

These  arc  the  reasons,  rooted  in  my  religious  and  philosophi- 
cal  convictions,  for  which  I carefully  avoid  reli^ous  controversy. 
If  you  add  to  them  the  circumstances  of  my  life  among  my  e 
lowmen,  I am  sure  you  will  find  my  position  justified  I am 
a member  of  an  oppressed  people  which  must  appeal  to  ^e^־ 
olcnce  of  the  government  for  protection  and  shelt״— which  ar 
not  always  granted,  and  never  without  limitations.  Content  to  be 
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to  virtue  in  this  life  cannot  be  damned  in  the  next.  (Fortunately, 

I need  not  fear  that  I shall  have  to  defend  my  views  before  an 
academic  board  of  inquir)׳•  in  the  same  way  in  which  Marmontel 
was  summoned  by  the  Sorbonne  to  a hearing  because  of  the  con- 
victions  he  held.)®® 

It  is  my  good  fortune  to  count  among  my  friends  many  an  ex- 
cellenr  man  who  is  not  of  my  faith.  We  love  each  other  sincerely, 
although  both  of  us  suspect  or  assume  that  we  differ  in  matters 
of  faith.  I enjoy  the  pleasure  of  his  company  and  feel  enriched 
by  it.  But  at  no  time  has  my  heart  whispered  to  me,  “What  a pity 
that  this  beautiful  soul  should  be  lost.  . . Only  that  man  will  be 
troubled  by  such  regrets  who  believes  tliat  there  is  no  salvation 
outside  his  church. 

}~  Every  man,  admittedly,  has  a duty  to  teach  his  fcllowmen 
understanding  and  virtue  and  to  seek  to  eradicate  prejudice  and 
error  in  every  possible  way.  Consequently,  one  could  assume  that 
a man  has  the  responsibility  of  taking  a public  stand  against  re- 
ligious  notions  that  he  considers  erroneous.  Nevertheless,  not 
every  prejudice  or  w'cakness  we  seem  to  detect  in  our  fcllowmen 
is  equally  harmful.  Nor  should  we  react  to  all  of  them  in  the  same 
manner.  Some  prejudices  strike  directly  at  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind.  Their  influence  on  morality  is  pernicious-,  we  cannot  expect 
even  an  incidental  benefit  from  them.  These  prejudices  must  be 
attacked  immediately  and  unhesitatingly  by  anyone  who  has  the 
interests  of  mankind  at  heart.  Any  delay  or  detour  would  be  ir- 
responsible.  Fanaticism,  hatred  of  one’s  fcllowmen  and  the  wish 
to  persecute  them,  levity,  self-indulgence,  amoral  atheism — these 
are  among  the  failings  that  disturb  man’s  inner  peace  and  happi- 
ness  and  destroy  his  latent  capacity  for  truth  and  goodness  before 
it  can  unfold. 

But  some  of  my  fcllowmen  hold  views  and  convictions 
which,  although  1 may  consider  them  wrong,  do  belong  to  a 
higher  order  of  theoretical  principles.  They  are  not  harmful,  be- 
cause  they  have  little  or  no  relationship  to  the  practical  concerns 
of  daily  life.  Yet  they  frequently  constitute  the  foundation  on 
which  people  have  erected  their  systems  of  morality  and  social 
order  and  are  therefore  of  great  importance  to  them.  To  question 
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logie,^^  whose  arguments  M.  Bonnet  follows  so  faithfully,  owes 
nearly  all  liis  views  to  German  scholars.  Where  philosophi- 
cal  principles  are  concerned,  a German  rarely  has  need  to  bor- 

row  from  his  neighbor.  

Nor  are  the  general  reflections  with  which  M.  Bonnet  prefaces  I 
his  work  very  profound.  In  fact,  I could  hardly  recognize  Bonnet 
from  the  illegitimate  and  arbitrary  manner  in  which  he  uses  this 
section  of  his  work  as  an  apologia  for  his  religion.  I regret  that  my 
opinion  is  so  much  at  variance  witli  yours  in  this  respect;  but  I 
have  the  impression  that  M.  Bonnet’s  personal  convictions  and 
laudable  religious  zeal  led  him  to  ascribe  to  his  truths  a cogency 
that  no  one  else  can  see  in  them.  Most  of  his  conclusions  do  not 
follow  from  his  premises;  moreover,  1 would  venture  to  defend 
any  religion  whatever  with  the  identical  arguments.  This  may  \ 
not  even  be  the  author’s  fault.  He  evidently  wrote  only  for  people 
who  already  share  his  convictions  and  who  read  such  treati.ses 
simply  in  order  to  be  confirmed  in  their  beliefs.  When  an  author 
and  Ills  reading  public  hold  identical  preconceived  notions  about 
an  issue  under  discussion,  they  will  readily  agree  upon  its  truth. 

What  amazes  me,  however,  is  that  you.  Sir,  consider  this  study 
of  sufficient  caliber  to  convert  a man  whose  principles  must  be 
diametrically  opposed  to  it.  It  was  probably  impossible  for  you 
to  project  yourself  into  the  mind  of  someone  for  whom  these 
views  are  not  foregone  conclusions,  but  who  must  first  be  per- 
suaded  of  their  validity.  If  you  attempted  to  do  this,  yet  still  be- 
lieve,  as  you  say  you  do,  that  Socrates  himself  should  have  found 
M.  Bonnet’s  proofs  irrefutable,  it  can  only  mean  that  one  of  us 
must  be  a remarkable  example  of  the  influence  which  prejudice 
and  upbringing  exert  even  upon  those  who  search  for  the  truth 
with  all  their  heart. 

1 have  given  you  the  reasons  for  which  I fervently  wish  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  religious  disputes.  But  I have  also  in- 
timated  to  you  that  I could  easily  present  strong  arguments  in 
refutation  of  M.  Bonnet’s  thesis.  If  you  insist,  I shall  have  to  over- 
come  my  reservations  and  publish  my  ar^ments  against  M. 
Bonnet’s  apologia  in  the  form  of  a “Countcrinquiry.”  1 hope  you 
will  spare  me  this  disagreeable  task  and  permit  me  to  return  to  the 


COVENAfTTS OLD  AND  NEW 


tolerated  and  protected,  my  fellow  Jews  willingly  forgo  liber- 
ties  granted  to  every  other  human  being.  Barred  even  from  tern- 
porary  residence  in  many  countries,  they  consider  it  no  small 
favor  when  a nation  admits  them  under  tolerable  conditions.  As 
you  know,  your  circumcised  friend  may  not  even  visit  you  in 
Zurich,  because  of  the  laws  of  your  own  home  town.  Thus,  my 
coreligionists  owe  much  grateful  appreciation  to  any  government 
that  shows  them  humanitarian  consideration  and  permits  them, 
without  interference,  to  worsliip  the  Almighty  in  the  ways  of 
their  fathers.  They  enjoy  a fair  amount  of  freedom  in  the  coun- 
try  in  which  I live.  Should  they  therefore  attack  their  protectors 
on  an  issue  to  which  men  of  virtue  are  particularly  sensitive?  Or 
would  it  not  be  more  fitting  if  they  abstained  from  religious  dis- 
putes  with  the  dominant  creed? 

These  considerations  governed  my  actions, and  motivated  my 
decision  to  stay  away  from  religious  controversies  unless  cxcep- 
tional  circumstances  were  to  force  me  to  change  my  mind.  To 
the  private  challenges  of  some  men  whom  I respect  highly  I was 
bold  enough  to  react  with  silence,  while  for  the  little  minds  that 
think  they  can  bait  me  publicly  because  of  my  religion,  I have 
nothing  but  contempt.  But  when  a Lavater  solemnly  calls  upon 
me,  I have  no  choice  but  to  express  my  convictions  in  public, 
lest  my  silence  be  misconstrued  as  contemptuous  disregard  or 
acquiescence.  r 

I have  read  your  translation  oflBonnetVessay  with  close  at- 
tention.  After  everything  I have  alresdy^id,  I hope  there  can  no 
longer  be  any  doubt  as  to  whether  I found  his  arguments  con- 
vincing.  In  addition,  however,  I must  confess  that  I do  not  con- 
sidcr  his  reasoning  even  adequate  as  a defense  of  the  Christian 
religion,  as  you  seem  to  do. 

Judging  him  by  his  other  works,  I consider  M.  Bonnet  an  ex- 
cellent  author.  But  I have  read  many  vindications  of  Christianity 
by  our  fellow  Germans,  if  not  by  Englishmen,  that  are  far  more 
thorough  and  philosophically  more  acceptable  than  M.  Bonnet’s 
essay,  wliich  you  have  recommended  for  my  conversion.  Unless  I 
am  mistaken,  most  of  the  writer’s  philosophical  hypotheses  are  of 
German  origin,  and  even  the  author  of  the  Essai  de  psycho- 


ON  JUDAISM 

S CHRISTIANITY 

uESTioN:  On  what  grounds  would  a world- 
r who  adheres  to  the  Mosaic  law  accept  the 
the  Old  Testament,  yet  reject  that  of  the 

Your  111gnncss,״*\I  cannot  trust  any  testimony  which,  in  my 
judgment,  contradictX.an  established  and  irrefutable  truth.  Ac- 
cording  to  the  New  T^tament  (at  least  as  it  is  expounded  in  tltc 
official  textbooks),  I muV  at  the  risk  of  losing  my  eternal  salva- 
tion,  believe  in  (a)  the  trinity  of  the  divine  Being;  (b)  the  in- 
carnation  of  the  Deity;  (c)\he  suffering  [passion]  of  one  person 
of  the  Deity  who  has  divested  himself  of  his  divine  majesty;  (d) 
the  satisfaction  and  gratificatioh  of  the  first  person  of  the  Deity 
through  the  suffering  and  deatnyof  the  second  person  tlius  re- 
duced  to  human  status — as  well  asiiumcrous  other  similar  or  sub- 

sequent  doctrines.  \ * 

Now,  I neither  can  nor  wish  toNset  up  my  personal  views 
as  a guideline  for  anyone  else’s  thinking\,Who  am  I to  be  that  pre- 
sumptuous?  I myself,  however,  can  acc^t  as  truth  only  what  is 
rationally  convincing  to  me.  And  I musiNconfess  that  the  doc- 
trines  I have  just  listed  strike  me  as  an  outWht  contradiction  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  reason.  I simply  cannot  harmonize 
them  with  anything  that  reason  and  cogitatic^i  have  taught  me 
about  the  nature  and  attributes  of  the  Deity.  Therefore  I must 
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peaceful  stance  which  is  so  much  more  natural  to  me.  I am  sure 
you  will  respect  my  preference  if  you  put  yourself  in  my  place 
and  look  at  the  situation  from  my  point  of  view,  not  yours. 
I should  not  like  to  be  tempted  to  go  beyond  the  limits  that  I have 
set  for  myself  after  mature  consideration. 

I am,  with  sincercst  respect, 

your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M. 

Berlin,  December  12,  1769. 
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A New  Bible  Translation 


Since  tliat  time,  no  one  has  attempted  to  improve  what  had 
been  corrupted  and  to  translate  the  Holy  Torah  into  the  kind  of 
language  that  would  be  appropriate  for  our  time.  The  Jewish 
boys  who  are  able  to  understand  and  probe  its  wisdom  must  ac- 
quire  their  knowledge  of  God’s  w׳ord  from  translations  prepared^ 
by  Christian  scholars.  Christians  have  translated  tlte  Torah  rc-~ 
peatedly  and  into  various  languages,  in  accordance  with  the 
needs  of  tlie  times  and  changes  in  style  and  linguistic  usage. 
Somedmes  they  translated  literally,  sometimes  in  paraphrases; 
sometimes  they  were  faithful  to  the  text,  and  sometimes  they  ren- 
dered  it$  general  meaning  in  order  to  satisfy  the  needs  and  de- 
sires  of  every  reader.  . . . 

But  to  follow  this  procedure  is  hardly  appropriate  for  the 
people  of  Israel.  For  us,  the  Torah  is  and  must  be  considered  a 
source  of  law.  To  make  sure  that  our  life’s  purpose  and  direction 
should  not  be  dependent  on  subtle  and  frequently  changing  in- 
terpretations  and  speculations,  our  wise  ancestors  have  established 
the  Masorah,  thereby  erecting  a fence  around  the  Torah  and  the 
law,  so  that  we  would  not  have  to  tap  around  in  darkness  like 
blind  men.  From  tliis  established  path  we  may  not  turn  right  or 
left,  nor  may  we  follow  the  opinions  or  hypotheses  of  this  or  that 
grammarian  or  critic  of  the  text.  Our  sole  guiding  principle  must 
be  the  text  itself  that  the  Masoretes  have  established  for  us.  . . . 

God  has  blessed  me  with  tyys.  And  when  the  time  had  come 
to  instruct  them  in  the  Torah  and  to  teach  them  the  living  word 
of  God  as  it  is  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  I began,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  youngsters,  to  translate  the  Five  Books  of  Moses 
into  the  pure  and  correct  German  that  is  our  vernacular  today.  I 
acquainted  them  with  the  original  text.  In  addition,  however,  I 
taught  them  the  translation,  which  was  sometimes  Uteral  and 
sometimes  based  on  the  meaning  and  context  of  a phrase. 

In  this  way  I wanted  them  to  acquire  an  appreciation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  of  the  subtleties  of  their  language, 

^ of  their  poetry  and  beauty — ail  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be 

j able  to  continue  their  studies  on  their  own  as  they  grew  older. 

I God  then  brought  Rabbi  Solomon  of  Dubno  to  me,  and  he  in- 

I structed  the  only  son  who  had  been  spared  unto  me  (may  God 

I 
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WHY  A NEW  BIBLE  TRANSLATION? 

In  1544  the  great  grammarian  Rabbi  Elijah  Bachur 
(Elijah  Levita)®^  translated  the  Torah  and  the  Five  Scrolls  word 
*by  word  into  German.  Flis  translation  was  published  in  Constance, 
in  Switzerland.  A later  German  translation,  printed  in  Hebrew 
letters,  was  published  by  Rabbi  Joel  Witzenhausen  in  .Arnster33m 
in  1679  (second  edition  in  1687).  In  the  same  year,  still  another 
German  translation  by  Rabbi  Jekutiel  Blitz,  of  Witmund, 
- appeared  inT^msterdam,  containing  approbations  as  well  as  ad- 
monitions  [against  unauthorized  reprinting]  by  several  eminent 
rabbis  of  his  time.  In  his  preface.  Rabbi  Jekutiel  criticizes  the 
Constance  translation  vigorously  and  says  he  is  convinced  that  it 
could  not  possibly  have  been  the  work  of  the  illustrious  gram- 
marian  Elijah  Bachur.  I myself  have  never  seen  the  translation 
attributed  to  Rabbi  Elijah,  since  copies  arc  not  available  in  this 
country.  However,  1 have  seen  Rabbi  Jekutiel’s  translation  and 
find  that  he  has  made  himself  ridiculous  [by  criticizing  faults  in 
others  of  which  he  himself  is  not  free).  His  ability  is  very  lim- 
ited.  He  neither  understands  the  spirit  of  the  Hebrew  language 
nor  masters  its  use;  and  whatever  little  he  did  understand,  he  ren- 
dered  into  a language  so  corrupt  and  garbled  that  any  reader  who 
is  accustomed  to  precise  usage  must  find  it  disgusting. 
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whatever  little  I could  and  to  leave  the  rest  to  Providence,  which 
often  takes  more  time  to  carry  out  its  plan  than  we  can  anticipate. 


From  a letter  to  August  von  Henning^• 
Strehtz,  June  29,  1779.  0. 
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EDUCATION — FOR  WHAT.^ 

\ I,  too,  liavc  cliildrcn  whom  I am  to  educate.  For  wliat  destiny? 

\ • *^צ * ׳0״  to  educate  them  in  such  a way  that  they  will  not 

hting  disgrace  upon  themselves  in  any  situation  and  that  tlicy  will 
be  able  to  endure,  with  resignation,  the  disgrace  heaped  upon  )1 
them  undeservedly  by  their  neighbors.  This  was  the  purpose  of 
my  transl.ation,  at  least  in  its  initial  stages.,  . , ״ • 

From  a letter  to  Herder,״® ' 
ßerlin,  June  20,  1780. 


FOR  RABBIS  AS  WELL  AS  THE  COMMON  MAN 

If  my  translation  were  to  be  accepted  by  all  jews,  without  any 
objection,  it  would  be  superfluous.  But  the  more  the  so-called 
savants  of  our  time  oppose  it,  the  more  sorely  it  is  needed.  I had 
originally  prepared  it  for  the  common  man  alone;  but  now  I feel־ 
that  rabbis  need  it  even  worse,  and  I should  like,  with  the  help  of 
God,^to  publish  a translation  of  the  Prophets  and  the  Hagiographa 


From  a letter  to  Henoch, 
Bcrhn,  March  30,  1780. 
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!־RADITION  AS  IDEA  AND  EXPERIENCE 

strengthen  him  and  incline  his  heart  to  His  service)  in  Hebrew 
grammar  for  an  hour  every  day.  When  he  saw  my  translation  of 
the  Torah,  he  liked  it  and  considered  it  adequate.  He  urged  me 
to  have  it  printed  for  the  benefit  of  other  students  whom  God 
had  endowed  with  linguistic  interest  and  talent.  1 agreed,  but 
only  under  the  condition  that  he  himself  would  put  his  heart  and 
mind  to  the  task  of  preparing  a commentary  in  order  to  explain 
and  justify  my  translation — e.g.,  why,  in  certain  instances,  1 had 
preferred  the  views  of  an  older  commentator  to  someone  clsc’s, 
why  I had  occasionally  ignored  the  explanation  of  other  com- 
mentators  altogether  and  had  instead  provided  an  explanation  of 
my  own.  . . 

From  the  Introduction■  to  the  translation 
of  the  Pentateuch,  1778.  «י  \ 

^ V ']5  ■ 


A FIRST  STEP  TO  CULTURE 

/jr^  According  to  the  inidal  plan  for  my  future,  as  I had  outlined 
it  during  my  better  years,  I certainly  never  intended  to  become 
a publisher  or  translator  of  the  Bible.  I wanted  to  limit  myself  to 
supervising  the  production  of  silk  goods  by  day,  while  I hoped  to 
derive  some  enjoyment  from  the  pursuit  of  philosophy  during 
my  hours  of  leisure.  However,  it  pleased  Prov^ence  to  lead  me 
on  an  entirely  different  course.  As  a result  of^avatcr’s  imposi- 
don,  I lost  the  capacity  for  quiet  contempladon  and,  with  it,  my 
peace  of  mind.  After  some  deliberation,  I found  that  the  re- 
mainder  of  my  energy  would  still  suffice  to  render  a service  to 
children  and  perhaps  even  to  a considerable  number  of  my 
pgpplg^  if  I provided  them  with  a better  translation  and  explana- 
don  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  than  those  available  until  now.  This-V 
is  the  first  step  to  culture  from  which,  al.as,  my  natiotriiaT held 
itself  so  aloof  that  one  might  almost  despair  of  any  possibility  of 
improvement.  Nevertheless,  I felt  it  was  my  obligadon  to  do 
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Israel  Reform  Movement  Holds  National 
Conference:  Shows  and  No  Shows 


that  “all  the  Reform  Jews  in 
Israel  number  less  than  one  ot 
the  Hassidic  quarters  in  the 
city  of  Bnei  Brak.” 

One  of  the  Reform  leaders 
responded:  "You  may  be  right 
about  numbers,  but  at  least 
among  us  we  don't  have  to  argue 
about  whether  or  not  Israel 
Independence  Day  is  a religious 
holiday.”  (Many  Hasidic  aiid  ultra- 
Orthodox  groups  still  do  not 
observe  Israel  Independence  Day. 
while  special  prayers  for  the  day 
are  iiicorporated  into  the  Relorni 
prayer  books  in  both  Israel  and 
the  United  States.) 

■ A journalist  for  Haaretx,  the 
leading  Israeli  daily,  noted  in  his 
article  on  the  meetings  that  most 
of  those  who  join  the  Relorm 
movement  in  Israel  previously 
identified  themselves  as  total  seen- 
larists.  He  found  very  few  partici- 
pants  in  the  conference  who  had 
gone  directly  from  identitication 
with  Orthodoxy  to  identification 
with  Reform. 

■ Most  Reform  congregations  in 

Israel  operate  out  ol  rented  halls  in 


התJועה ל*הדו ת  nnipnn 


הת5דטת 

בעראל 


Sbos/Minc,  Miller  serres  cis  aoilor  (lining  Shnhhnt  services  (it  the  recent  Isniel  Mnrenienfs 
liighth  SdtioiKil  Confeivnce.  The  hiinner  rends.  The  Isniel  .Morenient  /or  Trogressive 
Jiidnisni. 

Thp  KitJhth  National  Conference  the  conlercnce  expressed  unha|3pi- 


ness  that  no  right  wing  politicians 
were  in  attendance.  They  were 


The  Eighth  National  Conference 
of  the  Israel  Movement  for  Progres- 
1■ . iiiHaism  was  held  in  Septem- 


Reform  Youth  Expelled  from  Tel  Aviv  Center 


ently  erii  fed  from  the  coimmmit  y center 
nionstnition  of  their  plight. 

Reform  Jews."  At  the  ARZA 
National  Assembly  in  Chiea^o,  a 
resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  whieh  insisted  that  I>ahat 
immediately  find  an  appropriate 
meeting  plaec  for  the  H'l  Aviv 
braneh  of  J^50fei  'Iblem,  and  that 
the  municipality  extend  to  the 
Reform  scouts  all  rights,  privileges 
and  funding  that  arc  currently 
extended  to  other  scouting  groups. 
: ARZA  has  called  upon  its  mem- 
i hers  and  Reform  leaders  to  write 
letters  of  protest  to  I>ahat.  and  to 
contact  their  local  Israeli  Consuls 
about  this  matter. 


Isofei  leleni.  the  Israeli  Reform  .Scouts,  rec 
!(•here  they  met.  erect  a tent  in  a public  de 

ordered  the  community  center  to 
eject  the  scouts,  leaviiig  them  with 
no  place  to  nieet. 

The  troup’s  opening  ceremonies 
for  this  school  year  were  held  on 
October  29  in  Tel  Aviv,  and  the 
ceremoiiics  became  the  occasion 
for  a large  public  dcnionstratioii. 
f The  Reform  youth  erected  two 
I tents  to  symbolize  tfie  fact  that 
' they  have  no  place  to  nieet. 

In  a cable  to  Tc־l  Aviv  Mayor 
Shlomo  Uihat,  ARZA  President 
Rabbi  Charles  Kroloff  stated  that 
the  city’s  action  was  “a  grave 
offense  to  America’s  1.5  niillion 


Tsofei  Telent.  the  Israeli  Reform 
youth  movement,  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  Israeli  Scouts.  Nonethe- 
less,  its  Tel  Aviv  chapter  is  not  rec- 
ognized  by  the  municipality  of  Tel 
Aviv  as  being  a legitimate  part  of 
the  sc'outing  program.  As  a result. 
The  Relorm  scouts  in  Tel  Aviv  have 
been  denied  the  funding  and  a 
meeting  place  which  the  19  other 
scout  groups  in  the  city  receive. 
fTirthermore.  they  are  not  permit- 
ted  to  attend  mectiiigs  of  the 
municipal  scouting  board. 

The  Reform  scouts  in  Tel  Aviv 
work  in  the  Rarnat  Yisrael  section 
of  the  city.  This  area,  inhabited 
primarily  by  disadvantaged  youth, 
has  never  before  had  any  type  of 
organized  youth  program.  When 
they  first  entered  the  area.  Reforni 
leaders  not  infrequently  encoun- 
tered  violence  from  neighborhood 
toughs.  They  noiietheless  y3erse- 
vered,  and  hav^c  today  built  up  a 
large  troup  of  young  people  in 
grades  5 to  12. 

Until  recently,  a local  eommu- 
nity  center  had  unofficial Iv  permit- 
ted  the  troup  to  useitsTacilities. 
However,  the  municijxility.  under 
j3ressurt*  froiii  Orthodox  elements 
in  the  local  government,  has  now 


! 
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Vote  ARZA  ^ ; Looking  Back 

in  World  Zionist  Elections  Baka 


Members  of  ARZA  and  all  other  Zionist  organizations  are  entitled  to  vote  in  ; 1 i 

the  elections  for  the  World  Zionist  Congress.  If  you  are  a paid-up  ARZA  As  most  ARZA  members  know,  I 

member  by  February  1,  1987,  you  will  receive  your  mail  ballot  in  May.  on  Friday  evening,  Oetober  24, 

the  Simhat  Torah  services  of  the  ; 


Reform  congregation  in  the  Baka 
section  of  Jerusalem  were  dis- 
rupted  by  the  local  Orthodox  rabbi 
and  about  25  of  his  followers. 
During  the  incident,  the  Reform 
rabbi,  Levi  Weiman-Kelman,  was 
physically  attacked,  attempts  were 
made  to  steal  the  Torah  scrolls. 


A Vote  for  ARZA  Is  a Vote  for  Reform. 

ARZA  is  the  only  major  Zionist  organization  which  is  committed  on  a 
day-to-day  basis  to; 

■ Rights  and  recognition  for  Reform  Jews  in  Israel; 

■ Reform  of  the  World  Zionist  Organization  and  the  Jewish  Agency  so  that 
Reform  and  Conservative  institutions  will  finally  get  their  fair  share  of 
communal  funding. 


The  WZO  and  the  Agency  together  control  an  annual  budget  of  over  half  a and  the  Orthodox  rabbi  screamed 

I billion  dollars,  and  ARZA  is  the  only  Zionist  organization  which  is  working  to  | at  the  Reform  worshipers:  “You 
bring  about  an  equitable  distribution  of  those  dollars.  | are  evil!  You  are  corrupt!  You  are 

, ■ Pluralism,  religious  tolerance,  and  social  justice  in  Israel.  promiscuous!  This  is  a 

I whorcnousc" 

In  the  past,  Israeli  leaders  have  pointed  to  the  results  of  the  WZO  elections  to  attack  caused  an  uproar  in 

I justify  their  claim  that  religious  pluralism  and  Reform  rights  are  not  a major  icrael.  was  deplored  by  political 


We  Win:  Is1*ael  s High  Court  Orders 
Shoshana  Miller  Registered  As  a Jew 


for  the  Rabbinical  Courts  Law. 
Passage  ot  this  legislation  would 
in  effect  appeal  the  Law  of  Return 
and  the  High  Court  ruling  by  giv- 
ing  Orthodox  rabbinical  courts  the 
power  to  review  all  conversions  | 

perlorfned  outside  IsraeT.  It  would  I 
also  dramatically  increase  the  | 

power  of  the  Orthodox  courts 
in  matters  relating  to  marriage, 
divorce,  and  adoption.  For  exam- 
pie,  the  Orthodox  courts  would  be  i 
given  the  authority  to  invalidate 
marriages  of  Israelis  performed 
by  Reform  rabbis  outside  of  Israel. 

In  addition,  child  custody  cases 
would  be  handled  solely  by  the 
Orthodox  courts,  and  appeals  to 
the  civil  courts  would  no  longer  I 
be  permitted. 

Shas  — the  Sephardic  Torah 
Guardians  — is  the  primary 


exceeded  $15,000. 

Chief  Justice  Meir  Shamgar, 
author  of  the  unanimous  ruling, 
based  the  court’s  decision  on  the 
grounds  that  the  Population  Regis- 
try  Law  of  1970  ^ovides  fo^r  the 
I registration  of  a petitioner  solely  on 
I the  basis  of  religion  or  nationality. 
Land  does  not  permit  raising  the 
qugülohjlf  cmiVersion.  Accord- 
ing  to  the  court  ruling,  there  is 
and  should  be  but  one  category  of 
nationality,  and  any  attempt  to 
create  two  classifications  of 
nationality  within  Judaism  would 
seriously  undermine  the  unity  of 
the  Jewish  people. 

In  a press  conference  immedi- 
ately  following  the  ruling.  Ms. 
Miller  expressed  jubilation  and 
relief  that  the  long,  difficult  legal 
battle  had  ended  in  her  favor.  She 


On  December  2,  Israel’s  High  Court 
of  Justice  ordered  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  to  register  Shoshana 
Miller,  who  was  converted  to 
Judaism  by  an  American  Reform 
rabbi,  as  a full  Jew  in  every  respect. 
The  case  was  brought  to  the 
I Court  by  the  Israeli  Reform  niove- 
ment  and  the  World  Union  for 
Progressive  Judaism  after  Interior 
Minister  Yitzhak  Peretz  had 
chosen  to  ignore  the  clear  intent 
of  the  Law  of  Return,  which 
requires  that  Reform  converts 
who  come  to  Israel  be  granted 
citizenship  as  Jews.  More  recently. 
lYretz  had  stated  that  if  he  were 
obligated  to  register  the  Reform 
I converts,  he  would  place  the  word 
I “convert”  on  their  identity  cards 
' in  parenthesis. 

Legal  expenses  were  financed 


sponsor  of  the  bill,  which  is  also 
backed  by  Likud.  Ibhia.  and  all 
the  religious  parties.  Reform  and 
Conservative  leaders  in  Israel  and 
abroad  have  vowed  to  mobilize 
their  resources  to  oppose  the 
legislation. 


thanked  the  Reform  movement  for 
its  support  and  encouragement. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Orthodox 
establishment  will  respond  to 
today’s  ruling  by  increasing  its 
efforts  to  gain  Knesset  approval 


i by  ARZA’s  Religious  Rights  Fund, 
created  in  memory  of  Theodore  K. 
Broido.  Hundreds  of  congregations 
and  individuals  made  contribu- 
tions  to  the  fund  during  the  past 
year  while  the  Miller  case  was 
before  the  court.  Total  costs 
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dedications  (Nov.  2 1986 ,9־) 


V/V  ^ ‘ (VC  h 

r Levi  Weiman-Kelmpu^'tWa  . . 

its  implications  for^non-Orthodox  ^ t i^h 
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Greetings  and  Review  of  decisions.  ׳ Gerard  Daniel  , ^ 

reached  at  Dec.  1 meeting  of  ^ xjut-J  ^ 

Reform  leaders  re  Israel 
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II.  Report  on  the  "Baka  Incident"  and 
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IV.  Discussion  of  the  above 
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THANKSGIVING  AND  LIBERTY 

INTRODUCT 

A General 

1 aermn  fr  ths  eve  really  1 wk  too  giwiy,  ought  to  t>e 

design  fr  **of  fic*^Th  weekend  ' 

2 on  othr  hand,  next  wk  will  hr  frm  one  of  our  own  yn 
people,  AF  & I gladly  defer  to  her 

3 still,  want  to  say  a few  words  on  theme  of  libdrty/ 
thanksgiv,  a commitment  sort  of  made  to  myself  ths 
past  Summer  when  on  July  4th  were  in  Plain  States f—» 
f^  away  frm  NY  &,  yet,  bee  of  what  was  going  on  h^ 
drawn  very  close  to  renov  Statue  of  Liberty 

4 if  I,  as  rel  newcomer,  feel  close  to  celebr:cld 

understand  & obv^  bt  also*  saw  same  feelings  in 
who  Ivdihere  for  generations  frm  oceans 

accomodation  to  immigrants;  rel־tייי.1ו ז ׳/  n} 

AiHorieeno-*»-  most  of  us  felt  grt  pride  in  our  countr: 

B Speciflj: 

1 the-^^^to  othrs  really  the  crux  of  the  matter:  on 
July”4Th  we  were  on  large  field  in  tt*  ^ak  partic  in 
firework  display,  hewing  patriotic  messages,  sing, 
patriotic  songs^  5 


I 


3 jfgiT,  it^as  as  one  laxge  fam  gathering  A^h  fd  & dr 
& we  all  shared  a message  of  well-being;  it  seemd 
to  me  then  ^st^ jgey at  a j^owerf ul 

4 ths  reiterated  again  just  few  wks  ago  wth  actua 
lOOth  anniv  of  Statue  wth  much  less  fanfare 

5 bt  on  July  4th  wth  hundreds  being  sworn  in  as  new 
cit  & my  identification  with  them  bee  of  my  own  exp 
quest  w^  nt  whethr  ths  was  gd  & beneficial:  it  ^3 

6 bt,  rather,  whethrjif  ths  spirit  will  be  allowed  to 
dlisipate_.#lyhethr  it  will  hold  us  togethr  in  days& 
yr'sTo  oomeTy ?Thethr  all  vanity  & empty  gestures^ 

BODY 

A IM  IGRATION 

1 we  already  have  an  indication  of  direction:  we  know 
fIדn  many  sources  that  despite  recent  limitd  change 
in  immig  laws.  Am  people  ^ immig 

2 as  mattr  of  fact,  US  1^ Serve  jwe^budt  a ndw  detent 
centr  in  La.  fr  people  wthout  document sjj^  held  ther 
until  they  apply  or  are  deportd 


illegl  iramig  figures  *iif  by  those 
who  havd  vested  interests;  a reliable  report  spks  o 
1*5  to  3.5  mill  in  last  decade,  far  less  than  12  mi 
figure  promfited  by  anti-immig  lobby  & untrue,  of  c. 
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5 & amazing  how  erron  concepts  re^at  themselves ־ as 
^ wth  early  1900s  & with  us  in  19 30s , so  now  also• 
‘*'‘^ä^J^tÜ^will  staal  jobs,  will  incr  welfare, 

destroy  racial  integ  ^ language  of  America  &,  worse 

® ^ , +-uä  intefirrity"  of  the  nation 

6 will  compromise  the  cuix  integrity 

all ״ ״ 

reasons  is  honJ[^st  •־ י ״י*/ 

COMMON  SENSE  , ^ 

1 the  new  Im  :ißlaw  will  ^ 

is  heralded!»  granting  * 4 ״?^  celebr,  do  nt 

2 pity  is  that  so  many,  despite  ^th  e י 

SndLst  or  apprec  fact  that  ^״f  S *־ring  gd.  to  th^  ^ 

land,&  are  nt  to  be  «*«"  ״ork  for  that 

^ ***”r/mLruknrwtll'nt  become׳  a burden  to  eociet 

to^  Lrt  fi  higher  standard  of  living  & want  t 

"^Ohieve  it•  poverty W•«  auff  in  thr  former  homes 
achieve  it,  p 4-iWwted  to  bettr  themselves  and 

“ be  a^hfeat  ItTse  native  born  who 

are  lazy,  irresponsible  ^d  ihe 

^ד;rg^r״r:r!r^h^a־hi־vemen״  in  ™ 

6 In^sptci־״  itrm^-'^hU'made  Am  a Pi'^er  & 

7 In'bjlrter  then,  potential  is  in  all  of  us  as  with 

’ tho״  who  were  honorSa  on  that  spec  weekend,  who 
those  w J11«cals  being  granted  asyxum  t 

knows  who  among  the  illegals  ^ . ן 

Ha^y  «r  among  those  now  coming  in  honestly,  we  win 
day  or  among  «j^n<־-iste  techniciaJis,  academes 

find  politicians,  of  US 

u vj-j  1 ר ai  ר in  due  time,  add  to  tne  gio  y 

8 I^d  if  it  in’their  specific“ en,  now, /then  in  gen 
Z ci״,e  for  that  was  part  of  July  4^weekend  as 
wells  the  pr^oi^se  of  the  future,  a 

C PROMISE  despite  its  m־u. 

?'׳'ll«  it  is  a wonderful  country  if  fr  no  ^hr  reas 
i“liele\re  many  othrs.  that ־״ ״ 

2 ^ °"^®h°in^finIl^anlfysi3:'^McC^thy  had  a Senate  & 

TÄ.  Suiiowi  d Sen  Co~  & a Barb ־ י^ 

stoppd  N^,  had  an  ®נ.®vtorate^Jus^  Its*own  mind  &“* 
smart  eff?)ugh,  i^ep  ^ic  approach  of  Regan. 

3 Zrti^ZnX  ISV־־־־־  and  it 

^ does  take  t^e  to  heal  Itself  bt  we.hjjv^j^  re^Jtson 


^ ^ 

4 fr  this  is  a land,  a gd  people  and  we  espec,  wth 
so  many  othr  inunigr  grps,  have  many  reasns  to  be 
thankfl  & to  acknowledge  our  debt  to  ■^erica 
CONCLÜSTijN 

A General 

1 quest  we  askd  at  outset:  will  spirit  of  the  4th  of  J 

t»e  diisipated  or  will  it  really  signal  aa^appr 
to  life  fr  Americans  in  yrs  to  come י י  I)b^*i3v4, 

2 will  spirit  of  ths  promised  land  lead  to  p world?  Nt 
a world  where  life  is  ever  more  dangerous  an3*“where 
the  touch  of  a button  can  kill  millions 

^ where  people  see  the  torch  of  Liberty  as 

a ■4a  gg ftil  of  what  it  holds  aloft:  a beam  of  light  un- 
to  The  nations  to  cloth  naked,  heal  sick,  free  oppre 
nt  within  context  of  a poem  or  Isa  vision  bt  reality 
B Specific  — ־ 

1 Americ  have  always  been  idealistic;  a1(d  we  who  are 

new  to  these  shores,  even  more  so ׳ ־  ^ 

2 many  of  us  are  approaching  50  yrs  in ״ ־meric a, 

of  our  lifetimes.  In  most  instances.  A״  to  us  & 
wth  all  its  faults  we  ought  never  to  forget  this. 

3 to  me  the  Statue  of  Lib,  on  4th  or  any  othr  day,  sym 
bolizes:  weplrC.  this  country^^r  does  have  a fut^e,  a> 
momentiira  of  fltecency  frm  the  past  to  carry  j 

r.UTrrPe  ■wIili  llUTBfcr 

4 ^d  that  tJ■»  beam  of  light  illumines  as  well/|human 

blessing  of  what  we  can  b^jc f and  äp/  for  one  another,  I 
It  is  symbol  which  goes  beyond  a specific  cele- 

bration  and  it  is  that  which  ennobles  us  as  A 

Amen, 


, Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Nov.  21,  1986 
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MOSES  MEMDSLSSOHN:  I 

INTRODUCT 

A 06מ era 1 

1 wart  to  beglr  ths  eve.  & cort  fr  2 Frld  eves  to  folSiq 
a discuss  re  ore  of  tne  grt  mer  of  our  J hist0]^|[pM 

2 we  have  all  hrd  of  him  & some  ever  corfuse  hljgjPKh 
hs  grt  & Illustrious  grr^dsor:  Pe±ix.  the  composer 

3 bt  aryore  who  krows  of  the  18th  cert  & its  erormous 
Irfluerce  or  "moderr"  life,  both  J & sec,  has  heard 
of  M & those  who  have  rot,  if  they  study  18th  cert, 
will  certairly  make  his  acquairtarce. 

4 my  specific  for  speak  abt  him  Ir  ^uch  detail  I 

]2£Dr  is  that  1986  commera  the  200th  Yghrzeit  of  M;  he 
was  borr  Ir  Dessau  ir  !?29  which  rnears  he  was  but  56 
yrs  old  at  the  time  of  his  d ir  Berllr. 

P Specific 

1 the  history  bks  & some  pictures  or  ergravirgs  of  the 
time,  tell  us  that  M was  dimiruiti ve  ir  size  due  to 
a curvature  of  the  spire;  some  say:  hurchbacked 

2 but  re  Irtellect  powers  or  pol  or  rel  irfluerce  he 
was  arythirg  but  dimlruitilive,•  rather,  a giart  whc^e 
shadow  was  cast  ir  all  dlrectiors,  cert  wthir  J worlc 

3 some  people  of  his  time  & some  historiars  ir  retro- 

spect  say:  M was  either  the  greatest  asset  to  the  J 
or  he  represerted  the  greatest  misforture,  & 

bhis  is  a corfllct  we  will  have  to  explore 

4 few  krow  Just  how  M fi^.^pto  the  sec  & J scheme  of 
^^18th  cert  life  but  all^^äw  that  he  is  ore  of  the  3 

Mos  who  is  mertiored  ir  famous  sayirg:  Frm  M to  M 
rore  like  M;  he  rt  the  greatest  (=Maim)  but  he  or* 
same  level  as  M,  which  is  rot  a bad  recommerd  at  all. 

BODY 

\ EUROPE 

1 what  klrd  of  a world  are  we  talkirg  about  here,  es- 
pedal :ly  ir  Europe?  Absolutism׳' re  Louis  XIV  & all 
this  implies:  excesses,  abuses  by  the  Court  but 
reactlcr  to  it  rot  yet  focused  ^ ר#  Pis' * 

2 we  stard,  as  M is  borr,®(?  yrs  before  ^ Rp,v»ard  Am 
^^Rev  v^^^^gl  occured  10 ׳yrs  prior  to  MM  death^ 

color  iQS,  Erg■  part  of  world 

very  far  removd  frm  M corcerra;  rather,  his  world  was 
circumscribed  by  Fred  II,(^the  Gr-eat ) who,  although  K 
of  Prussia,  spoke  ^ at  court  & had  Voltaire  as  his 
court  philosopher!  Culture  was  Fr  & cert  rt  Germar. 

4 must  also  remembr'that  map  of  Europe  ther  rot  as  it 
is  today;  bourdarles  rt  so  much  by  war  as  by  m /&  were 
shlftlrg  öfter  with  strarge  but  import  by-proaucts : ־ i 
fr  ex,  i^jm^betweer  Saxory  & Pol,  cap  Wars,  bt  Dpes 

5 1מ  short,  yvmore  federatl  r & cities  thar  actually  S^atl 
ard  it  was  local  authority  that  made  rules  rt  a Lofelsl 


il 


B EAST/WEST  JEWRY 

1 so  far  spoken  In  gen  terms  re  sec  situation  bt  now 
nd  to  shift  to  J pt  of  view  & we  can  understand  ths 
best  as  we  turn  to  a study  of  oo-n]:ragts : E and  W 

2 these  were  two  distinct  , parallel  pa^th^j^^  J evolv( 
ment  & had  noth  to  do  wth  our  burden  of^A׳  rivalry 

aTimlty-;  talk  here  of  J life  in  G & Pol  wth 
East  dominant ד ו ־י*י י  . 

3 were  more  Jews  in  Pol  than  in  ^11  of  C/W  Europe  & 
ths  a major  factor;  ex:  if  Pol^th  to  Unlv,  huj(ge 
numbrs  but  fejtrEESP»  1רר  Germany  ths  not  the  case  bee 
so  few  in  numbrs  (,nt  that  they  admitted  in  any  cas^ 

4 Ger:  dev  at  ths  time  a dynamic  middle  class:  guilds 
crafts,  raerch,  shopkeepers,  artisanfe 

constant  push  & striving  to  upper  eco  & social  levi! 

5 Pol:  quite  dlff:  had  two  classes:  nobll  & peasants* 
wth  Jews  get  apart  & thrown  on  own  devices 

6 bt  in  Pol  ths  OK  bee  so  many  of  yr  own  people  & so 
were  self-suffic,  had  little  need  of  others  &,  of  c 
0מ  opportunities;  were  raiddle-n^n  nt  middle  cla^ ! ! 

7 in  Pol  built  entirely  diff  life  basing  it  on  KeTill, 
thr  ovjn  structure,  & own  language  = Yiddish 

8 in  west<^  lang  was  Judeo-Germ  Yiddish  which  MM  spo 
at  home  & which  was  used  also  as  "secret"  lang  to 
hide  conversation  from  X 

9 bt  in  realm  of  lang,  and  dlff  it  caused,  was  seed־  o: 
MM  contribution;  he  did  not  learn  to  spk  Ger  till 
came  to  Berlin  in  !?43  (was  1^)  & realized  early  on 
that  this^^s  the  path  !gentry  into  gen  society, 
into  sec  life 

0 found  prej  between  city/country  folk  based  on  lang, 
dress,  mannerisms,  culture  A that  if  u wantd  to  mak 
it  in  mecca  of  18th  cent:  Berlin,  lang  was  German 
(ths  issue  caused  friction  !׳!ter  when  he  e^t  Fred 
fr  writing  a pc^em  in  Fr  rather  than  Germn.) 

C MOVEMENTS  ^ ^ 

q have  already  noted  that  it  was  a time  of  grt  upheav 
in  W world  but  similarly  within  Jewish  world 
2 out  of  the  east  came  two  movements  particularly  & 
they  had  major  effect  on  world  Jewry  :^)  Chasid  ism 
, which,  of  c,  older  than  18th  cent  bt  great 
* of  the  movement  now  began  to  m.ake  their  mark*«  !74(#^ 
3a  new  Jud  evolved:  song,  dance,  rebbe,  small  commu- 
nity,  mysticism.  Kabbalah,  etc  quite  dlff  di- 

stlnct  from  "Breuer"  type  of  ortho, espec  in  West 
4 second  movement  coming  out  of  East  was  Messianlsm; 
do^  forget  tkat  as  MM  growing  up  it  was  less  taan 
a hundred  years  since  time  of  Zevi  & 
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c:  drpadv  spokeמ  of  grt  movemמt  of  people,  grt  dissap 
^ tfÄo״vrsT>  to  Isl״!,  legacy  of  belief  ir>  him.  a 
new  crd)p  of  "false"  Messiahs  to  tk  his  place  or  who 
olalmed^to  displace  him  = enorm  upheaval  In  Si  «0^13 

6 bt  in  we£t,  where  M Ivd , a far  dlff  movement:  Infl 
hv  the  ase  of  em^lghtenraent  & known  1מ  Heb  as 
wLrf we  deal  w^rlason,  logic,  correct  scholarshp 

Rvervthine:  precise  & 0rg9,־nized  . r-■  +. 

7 in  short,  Just  the  QPP0_s  of  what  hanpenlng  in  ^s 
^ r,of  c,״thlsi*is  wh€^M  fit  perfectly  as  he  de 

veioped  interest  & proficiency  1ט  philo  jnath 

so  much  so  that  1מ  due  time,  known  as  J Socrates 

CONCLUSION 

*1  but^we^  long  way  still  frm  that  pt  of  eminence;  so 
far  only  set  the  stage  & that  only  in  part 
2 but  hope  you  wont  mind  the  'digressions;  my  feeling  י/ 
that  u carUi.  teach  hist  in  a vacuum;  mu.t  tie  things 
and  people  and  happenings  and  ideas  together  to 

a-Dureciate  the  vvhble  ״ ^ 

1 so  far  then,  seTlI^  the  world  in  a very  narrow  foe 
us  but* sufficient  for  our  needs;  not  nec,  fr  exampl 

for  us  to  dwell  on  7 ^rs  War  (1?^  - 
Lnpl  and  new  continent  bee  dic:^^not  affect  M or  G^rm 

4'^־urthat  Fp  on  decline  ,^P^l^^internally,  cert 

a matter  of  great  importance  as  Germany  shifted  frm 
being  dominated  by  Pr  lang, 

dress  as  well as  lit,  was  breaking  those  bonds  & de 
veloping  a |^üi ture” 01  i ts  own  \nat^sj  +.  v,  ״ 

5 Pr  was  shaken  apart  by  a Hev  but  within  less  than 
a hundred  years  G^rm  was  unified  under  Bismark 

®1  ״®Is‘'!״  that  bridge  of  ope  ־fe  toward  apother  that 
we  find  MM  & in  many  of  the  more  intellectual  areas 

he  was  at  the  ®enter  of  the  change. 

2 more  of  this  in  the  weeks  to  come  ^s  we  touch  on 
such  seminal  personas  as  Lessing, 

very  concept  &rconfllct  of  translating  o y ן. 

irto  the  secular  language  of  the  State  what  effet 
this  would  have  on  J people 

■ 3 bt  more  of  this  next  wk  ־&  Ik  forward  to  sharing  Ilf- 
of  MM  with  you  once  again. 

Amen . 

Heb.  Tab.,  Dec,  5,  1986;  Moses  Mendelssohn,  LectI 


MOSES  MEMDELSSüllN : II 


INTRODUCT  I 

A General  J 

1 ths  lect  is  2nd  of  3 on  one  of  grt  men  of  mod  J his־i 
MM  who  Ivd  frm  1729  - 1786;  thus,  200th  Y observance 

2 he  was  a man  of  grt  intellect  who  was  cought  between 

remnant  of  Louis  XIV  absolutism  & oncom  age  of  Lnlgh 
and  just  at  a time  when  sev  i^ev  dw u k!  Lii'ud-ui׳  were  In 
the  offing:  notably  Ajn  in  1776  & Fr  in  1789*  the  vry 
yr  Am  ^onst  v»®  ratified.^  A«!  tk  ito  place 

3 it  was  an  age  of  change  in  goc  world/&  in  J world: a 
numb  of  new  movements,:  aftr  effects  of  Zevi,  ^aal  ^Is 
d in  MM  mature  yrs  (1760),  movement  of  J fnn  countrj 
side  to  cities,  change  in  city  re  garb,  lang,  educ 

4 above  all,  MM  mvd  to  Berlin  as  yth  & ths**meccaf* fr 
ftll  asp«cts|pf  enlightenment;  Fred  II  who  ruld  at  tin 
"th  Grt"  while  no  lib,  an  fli^lightnd" monarch . 

B Specific  ! 

1 it  is  in  ths  context  that  we  must  place  M>runderstai 
sev  othr  aspects  of  his  time:  a)  Fr  was  lang  of  cull 
bt  Fr  decreased  in  author,  as  cought  np.i^^TJ^  War 
by  means  of  which  she  lost  Canada  & ul־t^){׳inTluence 

2 b ) f r ths  & othr  reasns,  MM  sought  to  change  lang 


of  culture  to  Cermn  rathr  than  Fr  & also  foe  on  natq 
c)  he  Ivd  H*  eiT-ly  in  context  of  movements  already 
mentioned  bt,  further:  in  yr  of  his  d,  also  Fred  d,״ 
Mur*  wi’u  Lg^M/' ^ 1 öl  Gilniiii  hrnth  wnu 

bt  of  fcEy^^e^cSy^ftg  import  to  understanding  M time  & 71 
place:  he  Ivd  post-1648  which  markd  cone!  of  30  yrs 
War  = that  it  was  OK  to  have  2 rel  within  Germany  & 
ths  fact  to  have  grt  influence  on  MM  life. 


4 nt  speaking,  of  c,  re 


& Jud  bt  Gath  & Prat  י thd 

liberal  approach  allowd  fr  convrsion  tactics  by  the 
two  faiths  & they,  in  turn,  tried  thr  luck  wth  Jud, 
bt,  reverse  also  possible:  defense  of  Jud  conduci 
in  fmt  of  Inquis  at  ^ourt  bt  in  bks,  pamphlets,  phj 
lo  societies  & prfctly  permissible  to  spk  out!  Agair 


ths  became  a part  of  life  for  MM,  as  we'll  see, 

BODY 

A YOUTH 

1 M came  to  Lgrlin  frm  his  native  Dessau  in  1743♦  at 
age  of  14;  why?  to  follow  his  teacher:  R Fraenkel, 

2 M linguist:  Heb,  Germ,  Lat , Gr,  Fr  & Ital;  also  Matlj 
& in  order  to  earn  some  money,  bec  tutor  in  wealthy 
household,  event,  partner  in  business  of  man  of  hous^ 
which  remained  his  occup  all  life;  J studies  at  n, 
same  way  as  wth  Spinoza  and  Ma.imon :( lenses  & meeffen 

3 of  c,  to  be  a tutor  & to  be  part  of  a wealthy  house 
and  to  have  pretensions  fr  cuJ^ture  in  ■berlin  at  tht 
time  meant  u knew  re  Newton  rend  of  17th)  Desc  & Sp 
with  apprec  of  Rousseau  and  K*ltaire  of  own  time. 
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4 bt  more:  he  met  a lit  sensation  of  his  time:  Lessn 

vho  was  of  same  yr  of  b & they  bit  life-long  assoc 
alt  ho  L d Y ! more: 

L was  1st  ^ M ever  assoc  wth  & ths  changed  M outlk 

5 LjWho  ranked  at  the  time  wth  Schillr  & Goethe,  forcd 
M into  transl  of  Rous  frra  to  G wth  endless  disc 
by  means  of  which  M learnd  Germn  & philo;  so  much 
that  he  chasfizd  Fred  fr  writing  a poem  in  Fj;»  vs  Gr 

6 an  incid  nt  forgotten  by  king  for  when  M tk  1st  pri 
to  KaiJts  2nd  in  a philo  contest^  & when  M invited  to 
join  Pruss  Acad  ^0^1  of  Sc,  Fred  vetoed  invitatio 

7 which  brings  us  back  to  reality:  M given  residence 
permit  only  in  1763»  1 yr  aftr  ra  a woman  frm  Hamb, 
bt  permit  nt  to  children  I Again,  same  yr  as  Fred  vt 
Prob  nt  a comcidj  teaches:  dont  antag  a king. 

PHILO 

M usd  these  yrs, as  he  matured, to  write  essays  re  lif 
,^th  no  partic  c׳  ncern  re  Jud  altho  Lessing  immortalz 
him  in  his  "Nath  the  W^ise"!  ♦here  depictd  him  as  grt 
morl  figure,  the  ancient,  learnd,  respected  man/Jew. 

; bt  ar  1770  a Sw  theol,  John  Casper  Lavat er , ^ w5 o 1 vd 
till  1801)  challengd  M re  rel  pluralism;  as  a Prot/S 
he  intruded  into  Germ  theol  & listing  common  origns, 
shared  values,  etc  urgd  M to  convert  to  exmp 

I ths  markd  1st  time  M hod  to  confmt  his  J ^^90 me t h i נ .■  g 
always  taiken  fr  grantd  so  far;^,urgd  ths  in  public  de 
bate  so  M cld  nt  ignore  challenge.  a minefield^ bee 
cld  nt,  at  Same  time,  afford  to  hurt  Prot  Feelings 
^ answrd:  a־^T  only  fr  J & they  must  live  by  it;  b-Jud 
not  a raissionry  rel  & no  such  interests;  c-no  reasn 
to  entr  a challenge  bee  all  fundamental  concept  OK 
Its  long  as  serve  as  moral  basis  fr  socie^C^  do  not 
infringe  on  nat  law  even  if^  they  in  errd^^  d-rfC3CE5?t- 


he  part  of  a minority  & nt  wise  to  dispute  wth  major 

5 in  all  ths,  of  c,  did  nt  answer  precise  challenge  bt 
thought  he  had  done  his  part;  not  so,  many  incensed 
and  challengd  his  answer  & major  philo  & theol  uphdv 

6 so  much  so  that  MM  exper  what  we  wld  today  call  a 
"nerv  breakdown";  he  retreated  into  himself  & ceased 
all  public  intellectual  activity  for  period  of  7 yrs 

7 in  part  also  bee  he  stated  vs  Lavater  that  he  wantd 

to  show  li וווו^ו1 ו  his  Jud  by  right,  living  nt  pamphletr 

I bt  challenges  mounted,  nt  least  of  which:  J State? 

\8  M vs  this  & on  str^^ngest  grounds:  a)  J people  bee  of 

their  extensive  servilÄtude  no  longer  capable  of  the 
I kind  of  freedom  requird  for  an  indep  nation,  b^might 
י nt  even  be  capable  of  joing  togethr  to  IPring  this 
ideal  into  being  & c-  nd  money  which  Jdws  dont  have 
b ipq,  again^bec  of  servitude  ,♦  they  nt  wealthy, 

\9  he  one  of  few  who  did  not  see  the  future  re  State.^ 


see 
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A General 
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General  ״ ״ V 

wth  all  this,  despite  7 yr  hiatus;  was  to  de:öt 

& soon  wrote  in  2x  way*  so  his  sons  could  answer  & 
while  in^ answer  to  X,  wrote  for  sake  of  J population 
belif^d: jJ^atural  evol  of  soc  ■ sol  to  J quesx^  lor '*the 
improveni  of  situation  of  J is  iden^^Ä^il  wth  progres 
of  mankind”.  This  raorejin  spirit  of  humanism  bt  accp 
bt  with  all  ths  having  been  said,  still  rit  at  heart 
of  what  M was  to  meaui  to  our  people;  he  saw  that  wth 
all  the  freedm,  courtesy,  friendship  of  X,  Jews  nt 
truly  acceptd,^noteJ Fred  veto,  no  residence,  l-avater 
in  depths  of  his  7 yr  despair,  rd  Ps  & began  to  trns 
into  U ^ ths  forefunner  of  his  grt  contribution  of 
which  more  next  wk  at  our  final  lecture*  trans!  of 
entire  Bibld  into  pure  Gerinn  & controv  ths  caused. 
Specific 

M realizd  or  felt  that  Jews  cld  nt  be  acceptd  until/ 
xmless  they  more  aü^in  to  othrs:  out  of  ghetto,  more 
dressd  as  norm,  no  payot,  no  Yiddish,  get  into  Univ, 
in  ths  context,  he  became  symbol  of  new  age:  Enlight 


opened  thr  life  to  bks,  travel,  breach  of  gh  walls, 
higher  learning,  status  in  community  &,  finally, 
he  nt  only  "became”  bt  actually  "was"  symbl.of  new 
age/&  of  yth  espt  ciall>^  fr  now  he  opened  a 
which  gave  Jews  a choice*  no  longer  either  old  orth< 
and  ill  it  implied  vs_  conversion  to  X fr  acceptance 
bt;an  intermediate  step  of  a Jew  who  is  modern  and 
who  know's  bow  to  cope  & come  to  terras  wth  flooSy^eman( 
so  that  he  can  achieve  a synthesis  beiw  Jud  & Moden 
lif ^/*lyThere  are  many  who  believe  that  this  one  stej 
saved  Jud  fr  future  generations/and  there  are  just 
aS  many  who  believe  that  this  1 step  hastened  the 
process  of  assim  which  wld  Id  ultimately  to  destrud 
of  Judaism 

bt  more  of  this  issue  next  wk  at  last  lect  on  MM, 


Amen, 
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Moses  Mendelssohn,  Lect,  IX 


2 what  happnd  now  is  that  ^attackd  M bee  of*  ^hs  actn, 

citing  danger  of  assim  «sTthat  yth  espec  wld  hnow  mor^ 
Germn  and  little  or  no  Heb  4...  , 

3 on  othr  hand,  M answ:  fr  ray  ^ VL 

know  J better  as  they  undersTS  raore  &,  also,  to  Irn 
G which  wld  serve  as  a passport  into  ^ society,  cult 
.am^  conflict  wth  r authority  broke  into 

k moreS  M believd  that  J should  recite  J oath  in 
^ ;!L.  ttat  ״adv״  practice  of  ^ days  befr 

^ial  was  OK  as  vs  r who  felt  that  iramed  burial  =Lw 

5 fact  is  that  people  sided  more  wth  M th^  wth  xn 
^ lib  Jud  1^  people  always  ahead  of  rabbinic  «stabln 

6 thus  onT^ssues  of  civil  status  fr  Jews,  carae  to  M. 
a-  Dresden  J to  be  exp  & he  used  inf  I vs  ths 

b-  Koenigsberg  coram  re  accus  in  prayers  were  ^nti-X 
c-  new  decress  vs  J in  (1775)  he  even  appealed  to 
Lavater,  wth  whom  controv  some  yrs  earlier» 

ד v^rv  diffic  & uneatable  time  re  Jews;  P®’^sp®c^ve  re 

wider  world  picture:  yTW»r=a-^t^i■  , ■־  ^ 

^ 55  yrs  later,  Brit  Pari  still  debatd  whethr  to 

grant  equal  to  Jews!  0•^^ 

B liberal  JUDAISM  ״ , 

1 must  repeat  again  that  MM  a man  as^^de  two  ^ 

cultures  & that  contrast,  conflict  makes  him  sped  1 

2Ahe  was  a dev  & observ  J bt  saw  ® י 

Jhe  knew  that  Jews  safe  in  ghetto  bt  needed  to  come 
^out  if  ever  to  make  progress ;*Wderstd  author״  of  r 
bt  people  nt  amenable  ,^  t hr  r^^d  attitudes 

3 J »uumr  iHml  1 1 ».MfVrTVil  T »hr-TTgd  under  attack 

^3  uuiUiLia  furaet>^  with  Haskalah  on  !,^^d  & ^^e 
inability  to  enter  secul  society 

basic  challenge:  convert  to  ^ or  adapt t*r  J to  raodrr 

4 Which,  in^ue^ime,  brought  to  fore  Israel  ^acobson^ 
who  was  one  of  first  to  change  ortho  ^i^d  י*  fd  re^ 
a situation  hastened  by  ״Nap־  conquest  of 

Nap  brothrי»on  throne  of  Westt>halia:  *Jerome  ^ 

5 Jews  wantd  to  be  raore\Like  the  others  & were  ^eterim 

^ ;rLhieve  this  Statut;  thus,  !עע  orient  re  J t^ 

&  services:  organ,  elira  sac  prayers,  ^chaic  po־^^, 
elim  ref  to  ״return  to  Z״  bee  now  at  threshold  of 
cidz,&  concept  of  Mess  times  yielded  to  ^ess  era 

6 ^d,  above  all,  use  of  the  ver^c  replaced  »®brew 

beo  now,  with  MM  help,  more-rז;רore  y^S  ^^w^s  espec 
cld  read,  write  & spk  G,  wit hout  accent  a j^ft 

had  occurd  within  frame  of  ref  of  pract  A - 

«+ד ר 4־  a ma'fc't'öT!*  o !£*  di s o & oont/irov 

ד o in  long  run,  still  a max׳T;er  ux 

’ « t;  whether  M work  r^r.ay  tT 

into  Germn  society  as  Jews  or  whethei^t  led  way  to 

Psimilation.  It  is  an  issue  which  may  never  be  re, 

, 1 
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CUNCLUSION 
A General 

1 how  to  measure  the  success  of  M influence  on  Jud  & 
re  transl  for  edific  of  his  children  so  they  bettr  J 
and  better  able  to  cope  wth  anti— s & convers  pressur 

2 the  facts  are  not  encouraging  altho  I side  still  wth 
Ml  He  had  6 cTT7^3  b & 3 g;  of  the  6,  4 left  Judaism 
(2  b & 2 g);  he  had  9 gr-ch  of  which  only  1 = Jewish 

3 these  nt  ve37y  encouraging  statistics  to  be  sure;  the 
most  famous  offspring  of  M family,  & th e one  cited 
most  frequently,  is  his  son  Abraham  who  shed  name  of 
M & tk  on  name  of  Bartholdy  instead;  his  son  became 
the  famous  Felix  who^^t  least,  included  M as  part 
Q'f  his  name  ^S^Tjecame  known  as  le^x  Mend—  artholdy« 

k to  indie  how  strong  feelings  were,  Felix  fathr,  br 
Igt  had  all  his  ch  bapt  as  P & he  followd  suit  in 
1822  writing  the  follow  expl  to  his  daughter  ”Bee  it 
is  the  rel  form  accept  to  the  maj  0Ä  civ  hum  feings” 

5 and  he  tk  name  of  Bartholdy  unto  himself  aftr  P^oce 

of  property  ownd  by  br-law  stating  at  that  time:  •fl 

Xian  M is  an  impossibility”• 

6 to  which  we  can  only  add;  with  a toach  of  sa^ess:  £ 

Jewijsh  M was  ^ wld  always  have  been  suificient. 

B Specffics 

1 bt  let  us  take  note  nt  of  the  sad  family  desertion 

frra  ranks  of  Jud  bt , rather,  understand  even  Hettr 
his  concept  of  translation  frm  eb  into  using 

2 Zunz  writing  later  on  used  G !trs  fr  his  transl  bt 
juT* bth  instances,  M espec,  had  to  content  wth  anothi 
transl  of  ^ible  altogether,  one  which  had  set  style 
& substance  & nuauice  of  Germn  language:  Martn  Lu^r 

3 J trans  was  to  be  quite  diffmt-nt  to  be  touched  a- 
gain  until  transl  of  Buber  and  Hosenzweig  in  20th  c 
& th-*at  is  why  we  say  that  M affects  our  view  of  ^ 

to  ths  very  day  ן 

4 now  let  me  show  u on  these  mimeo  pages  how  transl 
actually  worked,  how  it  lookd  & bow  wth  this  transl 
yng  intellectually  eager  Jews  cld  teach  themselv/  , 
fr  that  was  thr  goalK  & that  of  M as  an  entree  to  aj 
new  world,  a secular  world  which  left  ghetto  behind, 

Amen• 

I 


Heb,  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Dec•  19 t 1986 


Lecture  on  Moses  Mendelssohn:  HI 


SHEVUüTll:  1987 


NTRODUÜT 
A General 

1 know  u familiar  with  mean  & relev  of  ths  holiday;  nt 
only  giving  of  10C3  at  Mt . S, which  is  seen  as  centrl 

2 bt,  more,t  the  comp  1 e t i on  of  a process  which  led  fr^n 

freedom  at^he  ex  frm  E to  in  fullest  sensed 

ר truly  dl  Wth  Law;W  they  do  nt  have 


ר truly  dl  wth  Law;W  they  do  nt  have 
free  will,  no  choice  to  act  as  they  pis,  are  at  the 
beck  & call  of  master 

4 thus,  no  mattr  what  the  Law,  if  master  nt  committed, 
no  relev  eind  no  signif  for  them 

B Specific  4.  . 4 

1 that  is  what  we  celebr,  observ,  ths  day :that  it 
was  free  men  who  obtained  gift  of  ths  Law^^d 
said,  shortly  aftr  Revelation:  ״we  do  and  we  hrjj 

2 bt  we  must  keep  in  mind  that  Shev  marks  holiday  when 
we  brought  frm  freedmjift  law  bt  nt  freedom  ^Law; 
that  is,  we־־־־abe  nt  at  liberty  to  do  what  we  want^  or 
to  use  Law  fr  our  own  design  or  desire  at  expense 

of  othifers״  or  to  cater  to  our  o\vn  whims  & wishes. 

3 freednTof  Law  a neg;  responsib_^  law  is  our  theme 
and  asTt  was  promised  at  Ex  s^t  is  reaffrmd  Shev, 

BODY 

A LAW  FUR  ALL 

1 quite  sure  that  a lawyr  wld  Ik  at  the  mean  of  Law 
-1Ö±tS=Ö*15t  quite  diff  than  wld  I;  in  context  of  ,t^hs 
occas  must  Ik  upon  it  as  a theologian  would, ^nt  law> 

2 by  ths  mean:thafJ5;E4|w  in  trad  occupies  certain  plac(^ 

we  t41ü*et»6h 44 י>  have  certain  obligations 

3 fr  ex,  once  law  exists,  cant  talce  out  or  put  in  or 

turn  upside  down  simply  bee  jwe  wld  wish  it  so;  Law  ^ 
is  fr  all  and  has  its  influence  on  all  peoples  1 

4 if  we  interpret  Law  must  be  based  on  a premise  whic 
is  inherent  in  trad;  cant  interpret  out  or  in  what- ן 
ever  aspect  of  s^Tiety  we  •might  like  or  disl-ike  at 

a partic  moment  in  time  or  ;ilace, 

5 fr  anothr  ex,  u all  know  & have  hrd  and  probably 
have  used  express! on:  **each  has  his  own  Sh  Aruch  bt 
thankfully  ths  applies  in  reality  more  to  Mi^hagim 


and  nt  to  Balach^  for  were  it  the  case,  Jud  = ’ 


again,  it  is  nt  freedm  of  Law  bt  frdm  to  law 
fr  our  own  convenience  bt  to  sustain  trad,  heritage 
and  to  make  sure-that  we  who  were  slaves  & now  are 
free—use  Law  wth  all  respect  due  it 
we  live  by  Law;  we  survive  by  Law, 

CHOOSE  LIFE  *u 

bt  we  speaking  frm  theol  pt  of  view,  nt  lawyer;  t s 

our  concerns  re  how  law  applied  id  different 


ii 


2 fr  ex,  the  lawyr  might  say  that  Law  provides  indiv 
wth  alternatives  as  it  crriiies  tTf  decisi(^n3  for  ter- 
minally  ill  persons,  even  a close  Ivd  one 

3 wk  ago  ^=>und  eve,  TV  drama  of  ill/dying  woman  whose 
husb  wld  nt  cooperate  wth  her  wi^h  to  die  "wth  dig 
nity"  bt  a fri^  did  go  to  MexfT?"  hei^gjLo  obt  dru^rs^ 

4 no  trial,  no  confrontation,  no  jtrrfg^ipnt^  more  <3׳־ 
möre  of  thesd  dramas  & bks  written  to  highlight  in- 
stancds  such  as  ths;  in  add  to  propaganda  re  LivW!] 

5 bt  what  is  nt  brought  into  focus  jks  sanctity  of  6? 
human  life'p  ־önethr  it  is  man's  role  to'**cletirmine 
moment  of  life/death^ fr  just  as  the  friend’s  action 
on  nai 1 TV  cld  be  seen  as  a merciful  gesture 

6 so  cld  it  be  interpreted  also  as  act  of  murder  or, 
at  very  least,  abetting  a ®Mxdax  suicide 

7 indeed.  Law  was  circumvented,  ceui  be  circumvented, 
by  any  smart  lawyer  or  someone  wiio  seeks  his  own 
ends,  who  might  use  the  law  bt  nt  honor  it 

8 Shev  spks  of  hoiTorlng  Law,  tinders teinding  its  possib 
and  seeing  it  in  context  of  its  trad*  where  free 
men  live  by  it  fr  gd  of  al  1-  nt  fr  iaidiv  needs, 

C ETHICS  ““ 

1 what  we  are  speaking  of,  in  long  run,  is  ethic  con- 
siderations,  and  on  sev  levels  of  coriceni 

2 nt  just  theol  idsues  briefly  mentioned  but  whethr 

the  Law  is  to  be  ob e veil  at  all  & whe'liher  we  believe 
it  can  add  to  the  gen  w<^b  eing  of  society  1 

3 fr  ex,  questions  arise:  nt  just  what  is  right/wrong 
bt  who  makes  the  detirminationsiji  who  accepts  and  who 
re j'ect s and  with  what  consequences 

4 to  be  very  specific:  whariT  abt  the  Pollard  case  where 
cin  Israeli  operative  persuaded  an  •^m  J ew  to  spy  on 
his  gvt  and  to  turn  over  the  documents  to  Israel,  a 
friend,  of  c but  also  a foreign  power 

5 where  is*j®^/^awin  such  a case  for  the  Israeli,  fr 
the  ■Araericanrryxs  there  no  sense  of  hnnor?  '^v,  not 
but  what  does  this  do  to  our  concept  "■TTrat  as  a free 


people  we  move  outside  law  bt  to  Law  in  best  sens 

6 even  if  u can  explain  issue  fr  put 1 i c consumption  & 

ume  any  rationale י * י  is  there  nt  a momiiJ 

of  embarrassment,  of  shame  or  sadness  that  these  scv 
indiv  used  Law  to  degrade  our  trad,  our  heritige•• 

7 take  an  even  more  complex  situation  where  Law,  again 
is  in  quest:  man  named  Jacob  Tannenbaum  acted  as  if 
he  were  the  Law,  as  a kapo  in  cc  on  behalf  of  Nzis 

8 of  c,  nt  a bl/whte  issueT  how  can  it  be?  Noth  on 
that  level  ever  is  and  there  are  as  many  who  accuse 
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as  those  who  spk  for  his  innocence;  where  was  Law  un- 
held  and  where  was  it  subverted  and  to  whose  gain? 

9 whu.t  kinji  of  law  was  there  in  such  an  inf amou^place 
tod  does  the  law  of  survival  supercede  law  of  concei 
rr  fellow  human  beings,  and  at  what  cost,  at  what 
degree  of  self-respect 

0 can  u tell  me,  when  we  spk  of^Law^  does  ths  refer 
to  the  slave  or  to  the  free  man  or  to  some  status 

in-between  which  allows  the  slave  to  ”think"  - free! 

COKCLUSION  - ire e 4 

A General 

1 s©e  then  the  complexity  of  the  issue;  ths  day=  Rev 
at  Mt,  inai  and  surely  an  occas  worthy  of  observ 

2 on  othr  hand,  have  nt  yet  come  to  pt  of  actually 
adhering  to  the  Law  and  then  we  wonder  at  upheavls 
and  chaos  of  our  society 

B Specific 

1 bt  even  if  we  were  to  adhere  to  Baw,  on  what  basis: 

to  suit  our  needs,  to  meet  our  ends,  to  permit  our 
setves  the  g/atest  latitude  in  deal  wth  othrs? 

2 law  ^it^of  the  law;  nt  to  cirvumvent  it  b 
to  adhere  to  it  and  to  embrace  it;  nt  to  seek  excus 
for  furthering  our  own  beliefs  and  reasons  fr  life 

3 bt  to  understand  that  when  Gd  std  at  Mt  and  gave 

people  7:0 *י»  answered;  we  will  in*  11  i 

IWftj•  :•^hy  then  iflo  jwe  lag  so  far  behind  t f?e  initial 
response  of  our  ancestrs? 

4 to  make  something  valid  of  the  Law,  let  us  do  as  we 
hr/ 

Amen, 


Heb,  Tab,,  Shevuoth,  first  AM 

Wednesday,  June  3,  I987 
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”TO  Ljb;ARN  WAil  NO  MO.Oi” 


Introduct 


General 

L we  acre  once  again  cought  up  in  a meaningful  wkend 

the  signif  of  which  no  one  wants^to  acknowledge 

2  we  mourn  the  d orig  of  Gjy  WarVwe  have  changd  obser 
vance  to  fit  into  our  plans  fr  long  wkends;  we  have 
had  so  many  othr  wars  in  meantime  that  Civ  = anc  his 

9 2cnd  what  with  ”war"  per  se  having  a bad  name,  would 
just  as  soon  & as  readily  flee  to  the  vacation  spots 

k »0  want  irrnwfcliuul  wuikillg  fl  it»»;  we  see  war  all  abt 
us  still:  Nie,  Iraq,  Afgh.  to  mention  most  obvious 
how  much  more  pleasant  toj  tit  by  mts  ^ 

Specific 

1 and  yet,  we  are  nt.  heartless  creatures;  thats  a givn 

2 «^1 1 ■י’-!  , we  cought  on  horns  of  d i 1 emn a » 1*^  we  dont 

know  which  way  to  tuim  parti c \/jpre  issues  W come 
close  to  our  own  areas  of  as  did  re  VNam 

3 fr  ex,  how  many  of  us  are  pacifists  which  is  more^ 
than  simply  saying :we  vs  wax;  how  eld  we  have  bden 
pacifists  during  W^Oil?  I'here  are  othrs,  superpatriot 
who  wld  fight  fr  thr  coxxntry  no  mattr  what 

k bt  even  if  we  nt  that  fanatic,  recall  how  incensed 
we  were  when  yng  people  tk  to  the  streets  to  protest 
insensitivities  of  our  gvt , & how  right  they  were  re 
deceptions,  deceit  and  calculated  falsehoods/ 

5 how  can  we  blame  parents  who  sent  thr  boys  to  Canada 
& how  many  par  wld  stilydo  it  today  eventhough^  polit 
climate  has  changed;  un  *nthi■  side  Uf  eui».t  i-tTL^G״ 

T h 1'  1.1  |1  1 I 

6 the  gd  old  days  used  to  be  so  simple,  so  direct,  so 
obv;  no  longer  the  case  bee  causes  so  complexX  aS  th 
Very  concept  of  observ  Mem  bay  indicates  in  the  yawn 
ing  emptiness  of  Ch  S Syn  ths  very  wkend 1 

7 how  many  to  cem  to  lay  flowers  at  graves  of  CW  vets? 

DDY 

Wars  fTta  J Pt  of  View 

1 bt  issuejfof  such  conflicts  is  nt  that  new- a«  J trad 

over  course  of  cent,  at  least  three  diff 
types  of  wars  deliniat edifto  solve  problms  posed  by  m! 

2 fr  ex,  kst  catagory  = milchemet  chova  which  means  an 
obligatory  war  where  ones  very  survival  or  that  of 
land  or  country  is  qt  stake;  no  choice  bt  ”obligat" 

3 next  Catagory  is  milchemet  reshut  = permissible  war 
which  means  a conflict  nt  defensive  in  nature  for  th( 
sake  of  existence  bt  to  assure  continuity  and  stabi 
lity  of  the  people  and  nation,  also,  a more  complex 
society 

4 last,  milchemet  mitzva  from  which  there  is  no  escape 
and  which  is,  mandatory  for  the  survival  of  the  faiti: 


ii 

2  people  must  defend  themselves  and  this  is  the  basic 
option  open  to  both  Jews/Israelis 0-<ד1^ין ן,  ■■P  !דיו 

1WU  atAll-^falid  f of  oui  uw1L־־ttB1u- 

6 chova  is  an  expansio  X^st  concept;  reshut  is  consolil 
dation;  but  mitzva  Trains  survival  & no  one  excusd 

7 the  lessons  fr  our  own  time,  fr  our  own  needs=  obv^ 

B JAPANESE 

1 bt  there  are  othr^ kinds  of  war  also,  nt  juO>׳'shootn, 
and  the  war  which  anti-s  wage  vs  us  most  pronounced 

2 am  nt  referring  to  US  of  which  u can  rd  in  papers 
bt,  of  all  places,  in  Japn  where  moslj^utrageous 
accusations  made  vs  Jews^ of  which  Jap  little  knowld 
and  while  nt  "pro”  mostly  were  nt  "anti”  Jur  Nz  tirn 

3 still,  something  afoot:  most  raajr  J works  in  lit  > 
translatd  wth  works  re  Germ/J , Yiddish,  Prot  of  Z & 
finally  only  last  yr  an  anti-s  novel  won  most pres ti 
lit  prize,  writtn  by  vjpwoman  living  in  L31 

4 bt  as  some  indiv  written,  should  nt  be  surprised  at 
ths  developmnt;  dap  arq^bsessed  wth  race  & coTisidr 
themselves  as  pure,  superior  to  othrs  and  have  chan: 
ed  hist  bks  re  Wv/II  behavior  of  Jap  in  Kor  & China 

5 to  any  rascist  power,  Jews  are  fair  game  bec  we  are 
seen  as  oppressor,  as  financial  drain  on  ability  to 
make  thr  way/&  while  ths  is  pantic  nonsense  re  Japn 
does  nt  prevent  them  frm  making  t hese  statements 

6 Jap  anti-s  probably  morq^uoying  than  dangerous  bt 

^hese  bks  are  selling  except«  well  י*  aro  V'  1 ??’■יי- יs11׳1־tn 
in  and  probably  rep  a pt  of  view  which  ma; 

nt  be  threatening  now  bt  surely  bears  watching. 

7 pt  of  hist  interesT^hat  first  of  ^hakespeare  plays 
to  be  transl  into  Jap  was  "Merchant" 

8 ths,  again,  nt  the  kind  of  war  which  fits  neatly 
into  context  of  our  observ  of  Memorial  bay  bt  as  we 
live  in  an  age  when  we  ought  learn  war  no  more,  ths 
certainly  aspect  of  the  conflict  which  applies  par- 
ticularly  to  us  as  Jews 

9 of  anti*i»sem  we  have  enough  in  west;  dont  nd  tijem  E. 

C War  vs  Fear 

1 bt  the  war  which  must  be  conquered  is  one  which,  in 
final  analysis,  lies  wit  hin  us;  a war  vs  dread,  fea 
fr  we  spend  too  much  time  looking  over  our  shouldrs 
afraid  of  what  is  yet  to  come 

2 recently  rd  statistics:  in  86  approx  30  d in  ter 
rorist  attacks  on  indiv  basis  (excluding  such  mass 


calEunities  as  marine  compound  in  Beirut) 

3 bt  we  also  know  that  morejpeople  than  that  d in  thr 
hathiu^[>s  last  yr  & more  than  1380  w^e  k in  NY<^lon 
of  us  are  familiar  wth  appa^lng  figures  of 
crime  * violence  which  has  made  Detroit  a battle  gr 


Ill 

where,  again,  young  people  primary  victims,  =a  ^ * 

4 in  short,  there  is  anothr  type  of  war  we  describing 
with•!׳  these  figures:  a war  of  fear  within  us  that 
we  nt  become  Victims  of  attack  or  senseless  violenc< 

5 ancTTt  is  nt  an  empty  fear  for  the  perimeters  of  wr 
are  wthout  boundaries:  drugs,  desease,  poverty,  hom< 
lessness,  hiniger  and  they  areas  valid  to  fcre 
^ emphasized  on  occas  like  ths,  which  marks  war, 

as  on  most  othr  days, 

6 nothing  stands  in  isolati  n;  peace  is  nt  easily  att- 
ained,  and  while  war  and  its  violence  a^d  soimd  & 
futy  makes  the  headlines  the  re a!  battle  for  surviv. 
lies  within  each  of  us  as  we  t1*y  to  find  our 

J^e  in  this  society  where  so  easy  to  be  e:not 

COxCCLUblON 

A General  u . . . ^ 

1 theme  is  "that  they  learn  war  no  more  with  partic 

ref  to  Mem  bay  & warfare  as  we  know  it  in  convent  si 

2 bt  that  is  only  most  obv,^^  hnr. 

^i.iuh  mir  י‘  ‘ i I ^ hUoUf  ^ , U..v.d  ti 

1 III!  fiiin  I n-trnrn^'H 


ר bt  we  have  seen  in  examples  .liatnri-<-  ofhcrrr 

W^too  numerous  to  be  listed  in  one  sitting,  a 
host  of  othr  wars  which  have  no  rel  to  shooting  a^a. 

1 the  war  vs  anti-sem  in  strangest  places 

the  war  within  us  vs  fear  uMd  lU  l iid  and  hui-t  andH^ 
senseless  violence  which  devastates  so 

2 cld  also  have  cited  wars  vs  loneliness , ^mpri  soned  j 

in  homes  fr  aged,  abandoned  by  fr  & relativ^  for- 
saken  by  par  & children,  and  hundreds  more  kntM» 

כ ®S  LtiL  aftermath,  its  corrolarle־  and  its  root־ 
a highly  complex  phenomenon,  all  the  more 
when  people  nd  to  be  cared  for  and  when  we  nd  the 

DC  to  do  the  task  at  hand,  . , . ^ 

3 in  J sense,  it  is  a milchemet  mitzvoh  which  is  man- 
datory,  from  which  no  escape,  basic  to  our  existenc« 
as  decent,  honorable  and  responsible  hum״^  beings. 

Amen, 


Heb,  Tab.,  Frid  eve..  May  22,  1987 


RASIII:  LECT  IV/last 


. GENERAL 

L for  part  of  Frid  eves,  ths  spriiytime  of  yr,  given  a 
series  of  lect  on  RASlil , 11th  cent,  Fr-born,  J comm, 

2 have  spoken,  in  gen  teinns,  of  hist  background,  his 
relationships  to  world,  aspects  of  behavior,  |fy\a/|Vl^r 
and  dress  ^׳^his  time,  as  well  as  health  & med 

3 and  ths  eve,  in  the  last  lec^  on  subject:  spk  to  u 
on  fdstuffs,  bth  ״,olid  & liquid,  home  ßumishings 
finally  a return  to  history 

I  Specific 

1 RASIII,  to  summarize  = R Shimon  b Yitzchok;  born  in 
Troyes  in  11th  cent  & Ivd  into  beg  of  12th,  travel  י d 
extensively  in  world  of  ^1עges,  espec  to  Germany 

2 and  raised  a school  of  disciples  who,  togethr  wth  hs 
commentary  on  all  of  our  sacred  lit,  given  us  an  e- 
n0Iדnous  insight  into  life  in  those  centuries 

3 we  know  a grt  deal  abt  him  nt  only  thru  his  comment 
bt  also  bee  of  modern  research:  193a  markd  90Gth  annl 
of  his  b & thus  European  scholars,  in  last  fling  bef 
Hitlr  wrote  extensively  on  him 

4 bt  fr  our  purposes,  here,  am  using  gky 

bk,  *V’R:  The  Man  and  His  *’orld";  a bk  o ?re 

ftnotes  & that  is  as  it  ought  to  be  in  sch  wor 

ODY 

SOLID  FD 

1 many  ref  by  R to  fd,  cooking  & stoves  or  ovens  & in 
sense  quite  surprising  bee  that  really  wom£m'_s  doma>1 

we  cant  explain  it  except  perhaps  he  interested 

2 staple  fd  in  11th  cent:  fish,  rat  and  broad;  few  ref 

to  milk  products  | 

3 they  Ivd  nr  rivers  therefore,  far  more  than  mt,  1 

people  Ivd  on  fish;  servd  fried,  coated,  wth  n egg 
and  often  eaten  raw  bt  1st  dipped  in  ,hot  water  to, 
at  least  in  some  cases,  remove  the  salty  taste 

4 of  eourse,  used  salt,  viiegar,  oil  frm  olives,  mustr 
as  spices;  some  of  these  were  precious  items  bt  we 
must  r^embr  that  R & his  fara  gUrely  "middle-class" 
being  1 and— oypp^ 3 of  vineyards  wth  gd  business  skill 

5 bt  how  do  we’^^ln^  abtJjThis  thru  R?  Fish,  fr  ex,  disc 
in  connect  wth  remarks  by  Rav  Papa  who  wld  nt  pray  1נ 
house  where  fish  was  being  prepared  bee  smell  wld 
disturb  him  in  his  devotions,  prayers;  cant  concentr 

6 or,  take  idea  of  salt:  R tells  us  re  setting  in  Talm 
where  a r quotes  his  mothr  that  to  cure  a daily  fevr 
should  take  certn  quant  of  salt  frm  salt  deposit;  so 
where  get  deposit? 

7 R tells  us  that  by  way  of  dikes^  salt  watr  channeled 
inland  ioto  large  pools,  s^n  evap  watr  & salt  remain 


ii  ov 

spices  in  partic  raentio^d  bee  if  person  seerad 
d,  place  spieds  on  his  lips  & see  if  any  reaction  = 
same  idea  fr  us  to  place  smell  salts  under  nose 
bt  also  want  to  mentn  rats:  knew  pot  roast,  ate  a 
ertain  kind  of  rat  raw  = dried  beef;  ate  lamb  & chic 
bt  more  interest  still:  in  comi  sent  on  D6 : 1 1 "&  Hous 
es  full  of  gd  things”  = even  pork  if  people  in  dang 
of  starvation;  using  OFr  "bacons"  2׳ 

Li  qui  d ^'d 

what  did  people  drink?  no  spec  ref  to  w^r,  little 
to  mlk  or  mlk  products;  some  beer  made  ■^^ni  barley 
majr  drink  in  that  part  of  coinntry  was  jwine , usually 
drunk  warjn^ except  in  wintr  when  coold  wt h ~ice/ snow 
or,  as""^tells  us  was  the  custom  in  Germany  where  he 
Ivd  for  25  yrs:  gathering  hail  stones  & put  in  glass 
there  «as,  however  aproblera  wth  the  wine  as  it  was 
deliniated  by  R:  wine^Triä! ly  a trade  & trad  grew 
that  wine  handled  by  Gentiles  nt  valid  bee  this  wine 
or  part  of  it  might  be  used  fr  X rel  purposes  and, 
even  more  specific,  fr  idolatrous  worship, 

R dealt  wth  this  issue  in  order  to  maJee  it  ^^^^r  Tr 
J merchants^by  stating  that  his  view:  moder^i  people 
no  longer  familiar  wth  intricacies  of  idol  worship 
and,  to  be  sure,  drew  a distinction’.between  Gentiles 
eind  heathens^  who  might  still  follow  this  practice  bt 
of  c,  rjp  heathens  in  his  part  of  the  world! 

HOME  FURNISilllvGS 

bt  can  also  gain  !:!sight  re  what  ho  le  Ikd  like  j(}  in 
most  instances,  bt  one  large  room  per  family  with 
privy  sep  frm  living  space 

all  homes  had  cont  hot  watr  used  fr  mult  of  purposes 
there  was  a spec  box,  ■ nsulat ed  wth  cotton  wool  so 
that  inside  it  fd"7r  Shabba־c  might  be  kept  warm 
the  furniture  was  functional  rathr  than  decorative 
frugal;  bed  taJeen  down  day  for  lack  of  space  & in 
poorer  surroundings  jvh ere  bed  might  rest  on  soil  or 
sand,  as  vs  woodenr^^mks  serving  flewn,  bed  had 
Coasters  to  proteert  legs  of  bed  fim  rotting  by  deimp 
ness  of  the  ground  & weight  of  many  persons  sip  on  i 
more:  in  higher  society:  more  sj^histic  beds:  fotir /- 
posters  wth  curt  fr  privacy  & vs  flies/&  while  peopl 
waimd  by  open/cooking  fire s^ in  Le^tr  households  had 
a more  decorative  coppr  stove  wfT^^T  cld  be  carried 
frm  rm  to  rm  so  as  to  provide  maiximiam  heat  bt  rare  I 
how  do  we  Imow?  R re  what  may  be  carried  on  habbat 
and  this  excluded  excef^  in  case  of  severe  illness* 
We  gain  then  grt  insight  onto  life  in  ths  centuary  & , 
how  people  coped  fxm  day  to  day;  only  speaks  at 
such  length  that  we  can  lea1?n  so  much. 
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CONCLUSION 

1 finally,  must  return  to  histo37y:  R d 1104/5  l^-S 
yrs  siarely  overshadowed  by  Prus  i Is'fc  = 1090-99 
״ we  know  frm  his  own  records  & those  of  his  grandson 

anguished  & toward  last  yrs  had 
>nses  & comments 

״ntu1*e , have  ref  to  events 
38:18  see  Shere  p•  ^41f. 
instances  when  tries  to  find 


that  old,  feeble, 
to  dictate  hiÄ..r.e§ 
in  2 

a-Ps  73:14  and  b-Ps 
and  there  eire  also 


meaning  fr  suffering  of  his  time 
bt  R more  of  a comment  rathr  than  a philo/theol 
in  face  of  such  grt  upheavals  J^e.  bas  no  more  an 


B 


wer  fr  his  time  than  we  do  for  ours  י 

affinal *^pt  re  importance  of  ^ told  to  me  at  CCAR 
Ik  fr  Bible  Prof;  woman;  lead  Univ,  Ph,D 
did  nt  know  R nor  cld  read  his  script 

nt  considered  a viable  candidate  in  world  of  o schl 
דכreat  is  importance  of  ^ to  this  very  day&  he  will 
remain  a source  of  knowledge  & apprec  of  text  ff 
many  generations  yet  to  come• 

•Amen, 


2 


Tab,,  Frid  eve..  May  15,  1987 


4/last • 


Man  eind  His  ***or Id 
Sermon  Series;  Fart 


RASHI:  The 

Spring  Lect 


Heb. 


IZR.  INDEP  0BS11;RV:  I987 


:ntkoduut 

I General  ״ ^ -r  j 4.  u 

1 Isr  indep  day  was  last  Mond:  May  4;  5 of  ^ 

been  39  yeeirs  since  State  was  declrd  led  by  B^n  iim 

2 It  Is  recall  tMose  stirring  days  of  1947758  as 
on  1 hand  UN  voted  fr  partitj.ons  which  set  state־hd 
concept  into  motion  & 6 mo  later  actual  establ  of  is 

3 do  u recall  how  we  listnd  to  radio  fr  news  of  vote, 
how  Arabs  thrdbtnd,f4xUiJ^  trf  beleagured  area,  how  th 
appeals  fr  pc  were  ignored,  hAw  *ar  involvd  us  all 

4 and  how  finally  Ben  G met  to  declare  name  of  new  St. 
Israel /and  Weizman  became  1st  p^sident.  It  was  a 

•rfeTous  moment  emotioni^;  it  was  even  more  s 

5 glorious  moment  in  hist:  1st  State  in  almost  2000  y 

^1  how^much  has  happnd  in  those  aimost  4 decades;  alms 

unbelievable  that  State  has  survived:  ^-^vasions, 
war,  deaths  of  the  best  & bravest,  survival  despite 

internatl  intrigues  . . u 

2 neglect  by  sl^tual  powers  and  forces  which 
to  have  spolcn  in  behalf  of  the  people  who  needed  hl^ 
then  so  desp,  as  they  stillfnd  help  in  our  own  timd 

3 na^4  of  ithe  help  aPPears  to  be  diff:  ^n  ™o^al, 

t^:^:  eco  and  military  ^nd  we  well  know  that  were 
iT־nt  fr  basic  support  of  Am  gvt  Isr  while 

nt  lost,  wld  be  teetering  always  on  brink  of  ct^tr 

4 I.,r  today  has  a special  place  in  mind 
s?ciety\af1d  as  well,  thankfully,  wth  Am  publ  4>fficl 

BODY 

^1  wth^all  that  being  a "given”  why  is  ^ 

turmoil  within  our  ranks,  within  Am  society  because 

2 mLy^within  Am  #establ”  say  that  ^ Sd  spk 

vs  Isr  bt  that  wld  be  nt  only  unjust  bt  really  fo^ 
To  bring  mattrs  into  focus  does  nt 

ciety;  that  soc  ought  to  be  stronger  than  ^ f 

3 refe^  of  c to  Pollard  case;  a basically  untenable 
situation  which-^TI^t  nt  to  have  come  to  pass  bt  as 

did  it  uLudil.  lit  ^ rnn  nt  be  ignored‘ 

4 obv  L*not  quIliTto  spk  of  espionage 
tuation;  know  as  imich  as  u by  what  we  rd  in  p p 
bt  my  emphasis  slightly  different:  do  we  S®  ^ ° 
hiding  bdc  of  this  gross  misjudgement  on  part  of  h 

f^eiis  & do^'nd  to  .suffer  ^^/isr  L 

5 that  it  was  tFreT worst  kind  of  moral  error  ^Isr 

^ find  ths  Am  Jew  to  pass  on  secrets  i!־ 

goes  wthout  saying  & am  fully  aware  ^^.1  na  io 

spy  on  each  othr;  probably.  Am  spies  on  Israel  , 
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fr  to  bite  the  hand  that  feeds  is  ba(;|  f orm  1 

6 bt  a^o,  Am  J community  as  a result  of  ths  misadvent 
is  running  scared:  will  ths  Id  to  accus  of  dual-loya 

land  what  will  be  reaction  on  part  of  gvT?J  * 

7 now:  always  those  who  spend  thr  waking  moments  takng 
temp  of  anti-s  4fike  a worried  parent  & will  just  as 
surely  find  slight  fever  bt  does  ths  spk  of  reality? 
do  we  still  nd  to  live  in  a ghetto  - crisis  mentalit 

8 made  ref  to  it  anothr  time:  spec  grps  of  Am  J leadrs 
meet  in  NY  & othr  places  to  weigh  situation,  to  repa 
damage  bt  fact  remains  that  while  some  cld  nt  care  a׳ 
all^  there  are\those  who  feel  we  ought  to  be  more  feth- 
ical  than  othrs,  than  most,  bt,  of  c,  we  are  pot ! 

9 the  Pollard  spy  case  has  nt  helpd  Am  Jew,  nor  i sr  bt 
nei^hr  marka  end  of  the  rd  re  Am-Is  relatiobships, 

t aOlfl'H  AFRICA 

1 bt  thete  is  anothr  problem  perhaps  just  as  vital  as 
Pollard  case  which  may  cause  threats  to  Am-Is  relq^^■־ 
ships  and  subject  is  ”SAf ” 

2 issue:  a nation  that  wasHSuilt  on  ashes  of  Holoc  now 
is  assoc  wth,  supports,  a raacist,  oppressive  regime 
& ths  vs  modern  concepts  of  morality  as  vs  interests 
on  moral  level  of  Am  society  as  a whole, 

3 of  c,  much  hypocricy  involvd  here  again,  as  in  Pollrt 
case;  TNR  (^/ 20/07;  pts  out  that  many  nations  help 
SAf:  Germ,  Grt  B,  Denm,  as  well  as  large  corp  in  US 
bt,  of  c,  more  safe  to  chastize  Israelis 

4 further:  ^sr  trade  wth  SAf  = 237  mil  bt  Japan  =2. 9b 
& in  sum  ^sג^less  than  HK,  Neth  Sp^  Can  & even  Switz 
bt,  again,  it  is  Isnael  which  is  chastized 

5 one  of  problems,  more  so  than  wth  other  nations,  is 
that  Isr  tk  Am  dollars,  converted  them  into  goods  & 

then  shippd  those  to  Pretoria  thus  finding  itself 
in  atn  untenable,  moral  quandai^r  & ^uagmire  — f 1׳  r״ 

6 we  ou^^ht  to  be  aware  that  if  Is  ceases  its  military 
assistance  to  SAf^  other  nations  will  gladly  fill  th 
vacuum;  so  it  is  wth  oil  and  food  stuffs 

7 in.  othr  words,  "image”  is  everything;  you  can  do  wht 
u ^ent  bt  you  may  nt  "get  cought"  or  else  u can  not 
survive  in  the  hypocricy  of  internatl  relatins 

8 there  are,  of  c,  still  Jews  in  SAf  bt  their  numbers 
etre  uncertain  and,  fr  sure,  are  dwindling;  the  elder- 
ly  remain  bt  the  youth  is  leaving  as  I've  reported 

in  anothr  setting  earlier  this  year;  some  say,  only 
100,000  left 

9 what  then  our  attitude?  we  must  side  wth  the  moral 
refrain  heard  throughout  the  land;  cant  be  in  favor 
of  civil  liberties  in  America  and  pro-oppressive  fule 
on  Af  Continent,.^  N-t  acceptd  here;  in  fact,  resented 

/a-P  M I / t׳  ' t(  ! y p > I 
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CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 we  facey  then,  a rnixd  bless  as  we  observe  39th  anni 
versary  of  Yom  Haatzraut,  Isr  Indep  Uay 

2 the  State  exists  despite  itself  although  our  ardor 

we  no  longer  endorse  »0 

3 hav^een  a 2 all  of  ray  adult  life  & hcuve  grt  1 

fr  Isr;  have  been  there  so  raany  x cant  keep  count 
bt  kn(|w  that  ideal  of  "out  of  ^ shall  go  forth  ^aw 

& w^d  of  Gd  frm  J"  = ideal  just  out  of  reach  of  us 
mortals,  — ״—  " 

B Specific 

1 does  nt  raean  we  should  downgrade  or  ignore  or  love 
the  less  that  Stj^te^o  which  we  have  such  eraotional 
attachraent:  it  is  a have^^of  refuge  & source  of  prid 

2 bt  as  So  rauch  else,  perfection  nt  readily  attained 

in  our  world י י ׳• 

3 still  we  hope  that  as  wth  us  Indiv.  as  wth  A״!  soc 

so  ^srael  shall  overcome^  problems  of”this  *d 

and  make  its  way  into  a bettr  & more  mature  f^גture 

4 in  that  way,  many  anniv  still  to  come  & together  we 

Ik  forward  to  observ  them  all.  People  of  Is  will  Iv 
Amen, 


eb.  Tab, , Friday,  May  f , 1987 

Isr  Indep  Bay  observance 


"ENEMY  IN  THE  PROM  LAND" 

SANA  HASAN 

INTRODUCT 
A General 

1 want  to  rev  ths  eve  a fasc  bk;  txnfort  did ^nt_  gain  r 

con*^it  surely  deserves,  at  very  least  fmi  hist 

2 authr:  Sana  Hasan  maÄe  headlines  in  7^  when  majr  ar 
tide  in  NYT  mag  re  an  ferptn  seeking  to  fiiid  a mod 
vfcvendi  wth  Israel 

3 recall  we  here  stunned  by  audacity  of  her  vision*  3 
yrs  prj.or  to  S^dat  visit;  bt  arab  world:  incensed  a 
an  attempt  to  subvert  trad  A/Is  enmity  via  understa 

B Specific 

due  course,  she  wrote  anothr  article,  a dialogue 
wth  Amos  Blon  bt  far  mor^vital:  altho  pland  to  visi 
Isr  fr  6 wks,  came  to  stay  3 v^ars  ^ 

2 of  c,  she  no  ordinary  person;  bom  of  high  society 

in  E whose  p & involvd  in  highest  gvt  circles^«? 

highly  cult  evn  by  west  standards 

3 Sana  recvd  PhB  frm  Harvrd  in  84  in  Pol  Sc  & today, 
to  indie  changes  even  in  that  part  of  world,  she  a 
visiting  proT™ at  HU  in  Jei^us* 

4 the  bk  "Enemy  in  the  Prom  band”,  sub:  an 


woman' s 
&,  fasc 


E 


journey  into  Isr,  story  of  her  3 
annoying,  challenging,  sweet  and 


yrs  in  Isr 
surely  frm  her  pt : 

euiJiojrxiife,  .,״״.X  ־ / 

normal  in  its  intense  aunbivalence  between  hate/warm 
5 despite  its  sometimes  neg  view  of  Isr  & Israelis, 
cert  urge  u tojm  copy  of  ths  bk;  worthwhile־  re adn 

BODY 

A PERSONAL  HISTORY 

1 Sana  who  today  cam  nt  be  more  than  30  yrs  old,  was 
always  a problm-ch  fr  her  p*  did  nt  fit  in,  did  nt 
live  quiet  life  of  B aristocracy 

2 was  m to  an  E diplomat  who,  when  she  went  to  Isr, 
despite  warnings,  djv  her  bec  she  a detrim  to  care 

3 and  her  p,  who  gtd  by  h^  & Ivd  her)(  al^  did  nt 

derstamd,  went  to  extend  of  ask  her  forgivem 


well  as  of. 


for  her  concerns  fr  Isr,  of  adat  as 
must  see  issue  frm  E pt  of  view:*TT״tr־ww־-^e.‘.d^^^ 
fr  ex:  Jewsowere  often^^fr,  even  in  home,  frm  Egypt 
bt  Zionists  ”ovr  there”  were  devils 
when  lx  wth  p in  Austria  & met  Isr  there 
if  a people  frm  Mars  & when  contact  discv, 

talk  to  Z"  and  furthr  contact  forbidden. 

bt  also  Grmn“/Tr  & later  Heb 


on  vac,  as 
" our  c h 


A?  No,  n o feel  one 


of  c 


dont 

since  spoke 

ovrheard  othrs;  thus:  You  hate 
way  or  othr,  they  animals,  ^behave  like  an,  live  lik 

and  think  like  anim”  nt  know  she  ^ Arab! 
or anothr  insul^  while  driving  in  Gaza:  fast  driver. 

rian  them  ove  'save  us  trouble  later  on'.* 
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ii  v'W 

in  ths  context  & fr  otbr  reasons,  passes  herself  as 
a J & lives  openly  as  a J fr  those  who  simply  welcr 
her  altho,  on  offic  levl,  meets  Majr  Isr  beo  an  Egyp 
ISRAEL 

1 as  she  settles  dovm,  begins  to  feel  more  & more  at 
& cld  even  see  TA  as  ״Alex”  bt , of  c,  always  on  edge 
alw  Iking  fr  insult  & always  on  de£e^ive. 

2 takes  on  variety  of  menial  jobs  to  get  feel  of  Is  so 
ciety:  Kjb  where  really  4 jobs  in  course  of  »tay;rp 
pot,  ser^  as  ck,  take  care  of  cows,  tend  leal  ceraet 

3 bt  frm  there  to  kitchen  of  KDvd  where  meets  effusiv 
Alf Russians,  then  int erisive  Ul^an  course  where  forced 
' into  propaganda  & finally,  anothr  very  ^c,  left  Kt 

4 in  meantime,  interviews  wth  some  of  majr  figures  of 
contemp  soc:  Begin,  Sbaron,  Meir,  Peres  and  nt  all 
very  giinguine;  she  hates  thr  air  of  superiority,  th 
condescencion  &,  abve  all,  thr  male  chauvenism 

5 altho,  of  c, ־ ׳she  bright  enough;!^  to  realize  that  it 
is  merely  a mirror  reflection  of  what  an  Isr  might 
experience  if  he/she  were  to  p^y  her  role  in  Egyp* 

6 it  is  this  pattern  which  was  to  be  her  vehicle  fr 
vinderstanding,  incl  a love  affair  wtl^man  & woman  b 
soon,  othr  issues  made  life  less  simple,  more  norml 

C FEELINGS 

1 what  seems  to  intervene  constantly  fr  Sana,  as  she 
extends  her  time  in  Isr  continuously,  is  her  streng 
of  feeling  bth  as  AraJ^  & as  one  who  likes  new  homd 

2 note"Th*e  problem:  one  hand  becomes  involvd  wth  grop 
of  ortho  fundamentalists  who  accept  her,  take  her 
into  thr  home,  believe  in  her  as  a sec  ^ew  & expend 
time,  effort,  skill,  love,  warmth  to  make  her  q£^ho 

3 in  ths  way,  of  c,  we  leamj,o)•׳  ths  grp  üvin  Jerus, 
where  one  of  couple  is  a convert  to  Jud;  L|3׳so  cuwto 
followd  by  ortho  grp  who  are  Ikd  upon  as  soul-sna 

4/problem,  «gain,  Sana’s  feelings:  she  kiiows  she  is 
being  devious  & unethical  in  talcing  adv  of  gd  nature 
of  thesT־pe.SEl^a  case  of  deception  & so  muc 

so  that  shqfivsrhem,  in  stealth,  middle  of  nig 

5 at  same  time,  contact  sev  times  wth^liv  in  Israel 
& ths  a chapt  of  itself:  As  who  hate  Is  bt  cont  to 
live  there.  As  who  made  adjustment  fr  many  reasons. 
As  who  pass  themselves  as  Jews/&  are  in  constant  fr 
of  being  discovered 

6 EUid  these  are  indiv  who  range  11הד 
man  at  Mishkenot  Sha-ananim  where 
to  spk  of  täi,  rti  ♦mi  diff  between^X 

part  of  her  book 

7 bt  funniest  & strangest  aspect  of 
she  invited  to  partic  in  Seder  at 


memb  of  K to  lugg 
TK  invites  her;nt 
& Moslems;  all—j^ 

ths  liichotomy  whe 
Gaza;  a contrad 


in  terms  & supreme  irony  or  &n  E hear  ex  story  in  ^ 


/ 


YOM  HASHOAII:  I987 


INTRODUCT 
A General 

1 Yom  HaSh  nt  an  easy  occas  to  be  sure  & yet  feel  some 
what  bdttr  bee  of  eh  who  peirtic  in  ths  event 

2 in  our  rel  schl  they  studied  holoc  history,  know  the 
mean  of  what  they  rd  & they  value  this  experience 

3 quest  was:  is  ths  tyj)e  of  service  for  ch?  almost  una 
nimous  answr:  yes , bee  a,ftr  us,  it  is  th^  who  must 
remembr,  they  must  know,  & aftr  all,  it  was  nt  only 

^—»adults  who  suffrd  pain  & d as  part  of  holoc  bt  ^ch  al 
(4  anyone  who  ever  saw  "Buttrf ly” , drawings  of  ch  out 
of  A & othr  cc,  knows  of  12^  million  of  tl)r  age  level 
L who  d "al  kiddush  Mayhem" 

5 fr  all  of  these  reasons  & more:  welcome  the  peirtic  o 
our  rel  sch!  & we  thank:  .gChl  admin,  student-r,  teach 
ers  fr  helping  in  preparing  these  ch  fr  ths  seiTvice, 

B Specific  . 

1 just  few  day^ence  note  27th  of  Nisan,  Sunday,  whic 
marks  uprising  of  W ghetto  & has  become  internatl  de 
signation  within  J corniiimity;  bmS  Day  of  Holoc:  YHShoa 

2 we  gathr  from  yr  to  yr we  do  wbton  we  commemorate 
9th  of  Nov  and  questions:  what  is  r^w  or  perhaps  a 
bit  dif f/  that  can  serve  to  mark  ths  "special  occasion 

3 in  othr  words:  aftr  theme-day  now  in  existence  for 
30-35-40  yrs,  what  is  there  left  to  sayT 

4 at  same  time:  probably  to  no  ones  surprise^who  know^ 
J history,  always  something  new  to  say,  always  some- 
thing  different,  always  a pt  on  which  to  hang  observ 

5 and  it  is  no  diff  this  time,  ths  yr,  this  day. 

ODY 

BNAI  BHITH 

1 on  basic  level,  as  we  have  seen  already  mentioned  in 
some  of  mq^  J mags:  ths  yr  marks  50th  anniv  of  c^los- 
ing  of  BB  natl  and  local  offices  in  Germ 

2 as  mattr  of  fact,  by  strange  coincidence : date  then 
was  April  19th j how  much  closer  to  actual  Yom  Ha^hoa 
date  of  the  future  could  you  get? 

3 the  date  and  the  occas  are  worthy  of  remembrance  on 
an  occas  such  as  this  bee  for  many  it  markd  end  of  X" 
organized  J li  •Ln  Germ  eindymany  were  spurred  to  the 
exodus  (by  that  ^yen^&  thus  managd  to  save  themselvs 

4 rnr  event'was  further  accentuated  wth  arrest  of  lead- 

ing  BB  indiv,  incl  Leo  Baeck;  at  same  time:  properti 
such  as  homes  fr  orphams,  poor  etc  were  confiscated 
handwriting  was  on  wall  for  $.11  to  see,^^  they  were 
but  willing  to  Ik  and  draw  obv  consequences.  ^ ^ 

5 of  c,  too  many  did  not  taike  heed;  ^ mil  G Jews  ri 

thru  KN^ht  orj.93ß  & fr  those  who  remained  be  hind -y 
10m  Haön  was  tne  inevitaoie^  calamitous  con Sequence» 


ing  of  BB 


same  again 


life  in  Europe  never  to 


ii 


bt  there  are^^  י 
commera  of 
places 

spec  TV  progrmj 
series^of  old  mov. 


mo  st^uri  likely 


Philo 

we  have  been  speakng  of  a hist  exper 
ph^o  aspects  to  our  understanding^ 


B 


lOSX  ur 

•׳lafil«״ 


t hs  special  day/&  fnd  in 

sure  you  noticed  that  last  vk  & 
such  as  Sobibor,  ^hoah  as  well  as 
which  relate  to  J experience 

,a.t — a.nnio  time,  in  Feb  of  ths  yr,  Th  Friedman  wrote  ir 
TIMES  re  an  Israeli  philos  who  argues  that  dictatrsl 
cruelty,  even  barbarism,  nt  a singulsa?  eventV^^’'a  nat/ 
expression  of  huraam  nature  in  the  relati on^fcetween 
maj<^(^  minor",  ,v*./ 

thus,  if  in  Sierra,( Ibo  result  in  Nazism  and  Aus/why  nt 

I Cl 


in  Isr,  in  MEast,  betw  Isr  AArb,  Id  to  Sabra'  & Shat 
what  bothrs  me  abt  all  these  Examples  is  that  are 
**philo*  rat  hr  than  deal,  wth  reality(^^nore  & more,  we 
«ee  our  past  via  movies  & will  even  more  so  as  this 
generation  meets  its  mortality  ~ 

as  was  pntd  out  in  diff  connectn:  fr  Am  non— J,  Isra^ 
is  nt  the  plodding  soldier  in  Claza  or  WBank  bt  Paul 
Newmain  in  "Ex"  which  is  OK  fr  PR  bt  jit  fr  reality 
Anne  Quindlen  phrased  it  well  & pitting  unr  al 

stract  vs  reality;  as  this  tru^ 

in  her  area  of  expertise  so  wth  us;  hist  recedes  bt 
we  too  safe,  comfort,  lodged  wth  inertia  to^are  re 
Russ  Jewry,  Ethiop  emigrants,  J hungry  i’ ! in 

our  own  cities  & real  plight  of  needv  everywhere... 
Quindlin  excerpt,  TIMES,  Jan  7 • 87*^  J^rvx  ^ 

SANCTEARY  ^jLjLL^ 

bt  there  is  one  ־r»»»e  concept  that  has  to  be  addres.s<j 
as  we  dl  wth  Yom  Ha^^h  bee,  fr  cert,  in  the  eyes  of 

ni  c elated;  Sanctuary 

problm  nt  gone  away: 
seeking  entry  into  US 
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is  one  ־?*©»e  concept 
wth  Yom  Ha^sh  bee, 
many  of  us  the  two  interrelated; 

ment  ths  sev  times  already  bt 
how  dl  wth  eco  & pol  refugees 


of  intransigence  of  NIS 
who  very  much  invol־\^  in 


& being  denied  access  bee 
spoke  to  my  fr  JW  of  Tuac 


ths  issue;  they  open  their  Sanct,  thr  homes,  their  | 
prof  services  to  those  in  nd  & shelter  the  illegal 
imniigrant s nt  bee  want  to  brk  law  bt  bec  see  themslA 

4 we  too  once  were  strangers  Iking  fr  a homeland,  we 

too  sought  out  a place  to  rest  frm  wanwE^iiiga,  we 
too  wj^at  it  means  to  be  rejeetd  111gg4^ Lev 

19 ; 33'118ן/ני'י^י*י  : "know  the  hrt  of  the  str  fr  u were 
strangers"  ^^nd  ths  valid  this  day  as  it  was^ong  ag<i 

5 of  c,  nt  a simple  mattr;  again,  nt  just  abstract 
philo  bt  deal  wth  real  people  & thr  needs^lq^rthis 
Concept  of  "san(^”  vs  present  Am  law;  do  we  have  th 
right  to  spk  vs^iW,  ^o  act  vs  it,  is  law  of  hrt  & 
soul  of  our  experience  as  people  of  Israel  grtei^ 
than  the  law  of  the  latnd?  Nt  by  trad  bt  sti  i |.  ,"a 


- 1־uj.  ־ ׳ד*״ ' ^ ^ין׳׳י ׳' 

a concept  embraced  by  lass^ X*  ^ /\Si 

6 in  the  interest  of  humanity  in  nd,  tare — we  ^i^illlif^  LJ 
mill ר~ו ו  Law  of  land.*Wl 1 7־n>׳ei1  »!ore — 5ס  , t u — etc־t1—־f«  i t ? ^ A- 
quest  of  morality  on  Yom  when  we  spk  of  those  who  ci 
bec  adP%  tocT  few  opened  thr  doors  to  let  our  remnant 
in 

b INCLUSION 
A General 

1 a spec עסי י>  as  should  beem  obv  to  all,  shared  by  adit 
as  well  as  children 

2 and  while  decades  have  passed  since  ince  !tion  of  ths 
commemorative  event,  quest^  still  persist;^  and  answrs 
are  as  scarce  as  ever 

3 bt  we  nd, ths  type  of  day  bec  we  nd  to  remembr,  recal 

amd  talce  note  if  bt  fr  a moment  in  our  busy  lives^-<^l 
else  the  past  will  all  too  soon  be  forgotten.  ! 

4 that  is  why  we  welcome  the  ch  as  participants  as 
we  hope  that  in  thr  lifetimes^ & in  the  gen  to  come, 
such  hurt  and  pain  as  in  th^  imnied  gen  will  not  ever 
be  felt  again. 


i Specific 

1 let  us  then  pay  them  tribute  as  we  «ent ion  thr  names 

2 and  rise  fr  El  Mole  A Kaddish  prayers,. , 


Frid  eve.,  •April  24,  1987 


nr'  oV\ 


Yom  HaShoah 


IZVDVW  S31NIJ.><a0AMt,M^u■ 


'PUOIJDU  D SI 


to  the  Germans,  but  as  a 
natural  expression  of  human 
nature  in  the  relations  be- 
tween  majorities  and  minori- 
ties.  So  if  Israel  can  be  shown 
now  to  be  oppressing  Pales- 
tinians,  then,  somehow,  these 
people  believe  that  Nazism  is 
more  excusable  and  under- 
standable.  If  there  can  be  a 
Sabra  and  Shatila  massacre 
in  this  world,  they  might 
argue,  then  why  not  an 
Auschwitz? 


While  the  Europeans  are 
caught  up  with  Israel  for 
many  of  these  same  reasons, 
they  also  share  another  inter- 
est  that  seems  to  grow  out  of 
their  guilt  over  the  Holocaust. 
For  example,  at  times  the 
German  press  romanticizes 
Israel’s  military  prowess  — 
almost  takes  pride  in  it  — as 
if  to  underscore  the  resurrec- 
tion  of  the  Jewish  people 
after  the  Holocaust  and  so  to 
lighten  the  weight  of  what  the 
Germans  did  to  them.  More 
often,  though,  as  after  the 
1967  war,  there  is  a pro- 
nounced  tendency  in  the  Ger- 
man,  French  and  Italian 
news  media  to  focus  on  Israel 
as  a triumphant  occupier,  a 
“new  Prussia,’’  and  thereby 
absolve  those  countries  of 
some  of  their  guilt  over  how 
they  allowed  their  own  Jews 
to  be  brutalized  or  carted  off 
to  the  death  camps  in  World 


of  Americans,  and  modern  Is- 
rael,  with  its  image  as  a pio- 
neer  democracy,  only  rein- 
forces  the  bond. 

This  accounts  for  a good 
deal  of  the  Arnerican  empa- 
thy  toward  Israel,  as  well  as 
its  unwillingness  to  leave  the 
problem  of  the  Middle  East 
without  a solution.  “During 
the  1960’s,  I once  spoke  in  a 
black  church  in  Washington, 
D.C.,’’  recalls  Simcha  Dinitz, 
a former  Israeli  Ambassador 
to  Washington.  “After  my 
talk,  a young  girl  came  up  to 
me  and  said,  ‘Where  do  you 
live?’  I said,  ‘Jerusalem.’  She 
thought  about  that  for  a 
minute  and  said,  ‘Jerusalem, 
is  that  a place  on  earth?  I 
thought  it  was  in  heaven.’ 

“That’s  when  I really  un- 
derslood  that  Jerusalem 
symbolizes  every  wish,  every 
hope,  every  dream,  every 
ideal.  Everyone  sees  it  how 
they  want  to  see  it.  It  may  be 
the  capital  of  Israel,  but  in 
every  American’s  heart  is  a 
little  bit  of  Jerusalem.  That’s 
why  people  can’t  leave  it 
alone,  can’t  leave  it  unre- 
solved." 


n a name;  it  also  happened 
‘־>e  a landmark  of  great  his- 
ical  significance, 
n addition  to  all  these  fac- 
־s,  America  is  particularly 
rested  in  Israel  today, 
anything  that  interests 
nerica  interests  the  rest  of 
world.  The  American  at- 
tion  goes  beyond  the  fact 
׳.  Israel  is  a fellow  democ- 
V,  a strategic  asset  and 
center  of  a regional  con- 
i.  It  derives  from  the  fact 
the  story  of  biblical  Is- 
I s exodus  from  bondage 
Egypt  and  creation  of  a 
thic  Jerusalem  became 
essential  theme  of  the 
ly  American  experience, 
e Puritans  actually  saw 
niselves  as  inheritors  of 
Israelite  dream  and 
ke  of  building  a “New 
jsalem”  in  America.  An- 
nt  Israel  has  always  been 
ply  ingrained  in  the  im- 
ry,  memory  and  rhetoric 


The  world  looks 

in,  fascinated  with  Is- 
rael;  but  that  fascina- 
tion  is  also  created  by  Is- 
rael’s  seeking  the  attention  of 
the  world.  Even  before  Israel 
was  officially  a state,  its  lead- 
ers  insisted  that  the  world 
take  heed  of  its  uniqueness 
and  judge  it  differently  from 
other  nations.  “It  was  not 
easy  to  make  our  case  for 
statehood,"  recalls  Abba 
Eban,  a member  of  the  origi- 
nal  Israeli  delegation  seeking 
acceptance  from  the  United 
Nations.  “We  were  forming  a 
state  for  people  who  were  not 
(Continued  on  Page  65) 


^^■^he  Israeli  philosopher  Na- 
than  Rotenstreich  has  argued 
that  there  are  elements  in 
Germany  who  want  to 
present  Nazism  not  as  a sin- 
gular  event  that  was  unique 
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January  7,  1987 


New  York  Times 


Anna  Qulndlen 

It  has  been  customary  to  take  people's  pain  and  lessen 
our  own  participation  In  It  by  turning  It  Into  an  Issue,  not 
a collection  of  human  beings.  We  turn  an  adjective  Into  a noun: 
the  poor,  not  poor  people;  the  homeless,  not  Ann  or  the  man  who 
lives  In  the  box  or  the  woman  who  sleeps  on  the  subway  grate. 

o Sometimes  I think  we  would  be  better  off  If  we  forgot  about 
the  broad  strokes  and  concentrated  on  the  details.  Here  Is  a 
woman  without  a bureau.  There  Is  a man  with  no  mirror,  no  wall 
to  hang  It  on.  They  are  not  the  homeless.  They  are  people  who 
have  no  homes.  No  drawer  that  holds  the  spoons.  No  window  to  look 
out  upon  the  world.  My  God.  That  is  everything. 


RASm:  LEGT  iii 


INTRODUCT 
A General 

1 ths  is  3rd  in  Spring  Eect  Ser  on  Rashi,  one  of  grt 

thinkers  and  scholars  of  J ^ ^ <4. 

2 Rashly  [ rtTim l ri  name  was  R isc  b Sttelomo  Ivd  in  l#t 
cent,  mostly  in  s.  France;  by  proff  he  a winegrower 

3 and  much  of  material  fr  ths  series  taken  frm  Esra 
^hereshevsV:y' s "R:  The  Man  & his  ‘'*orld״,  pub  1982. 

B Specific  ^ j 

1 spent  first  2 lect  on  Rashi  background:  wher  he  Ivd 
wth  whom  came  into  contact,  rel  to  ^ world,  and  also 
fact  that  his  gr-sons  became  famous  scholars 

2 R must  be  understd  in  context  of  his  time:  just  aft 
Crus,  spent  many  yrs  in  Grmany  along  i'^hin^  bt  whos^ 
work  was  fr  many  centuries  simply  accepted 

3 R primarily  nt  a scholr  *^^t  .la  comLL^ntator.&— two  nt  t 

same;  the  comm  tries  tcf  ^ , 

to  his  gen  and  f3?m  reading  explaiiRLli,. 

learn  what  life  was  like  in  the^/L2th  century. 

4 much  of  this  came  to  fore  in  one  of  last  grt  works 
done  by  Europ  scholeirs  prior  to  Holoc;  many  articls 
and  bks  destined  fr  & actually  publ  in  1939  = 900th 
anniv  of  ^ birth 

5 ths  eve,  then,  fr  3td  lect,  want  to  Ik  at  patt^s 
of  behavior  , mannerisms  of  his  time;  also  issue 
of  personal  health  and  hygiene  & hope  that  be^Si* 
some  explicit  details,  nt  always  aesthetic,  wont  - 


BODY 

A MAMNERISMS 

1 fr  ex,  R tells  us  tUat־VwTjgh  gesttires  & mannerisms 
which  still  in  use  in  our  time,  alse-in  his  day: 
whisgle  to  draw  attention,  snap  of  fingrs^&  when 
snz  say  "To  yr  hlth" 

2 how  we  know  ths?  R in  commenting  on  customs  of  bd- 
havior  in**Hs  of  Study**tells  us  that  when  someone 
snz  do  nt  say *Hlth^bec  wld  be  an  interruptions  bt, 
at  othr^  times  & othr  places,  ^o  say  "To  yr  hlth"16 

3 a furthr  commentary,  still  often  akin  to  our  time: 
a gossiper  quite  visible  when  he  winks  in  making 
remarks  abt  other  people 

4 bt  if  u want  an  insight  into  how  things  have  chang 
give  u 11th  cent  custom  re  latindry:  clothes  make  t 
man  & proper  clothing  bring  honor  to  indiv  = R bt 

5 he  also  tells  us  that  laundry  was  done  in  diff  pts 
of  watr  (rain)  bt  1st  laundry  soakd  fr  day  or  two 
in  dog  excrement.  Usd  as  kind  of  fermenfd  cleansr 
& gpecifically  a custom  he  saw  usd  in  Germany  165 

.׳  ß^J'.  (jjPf  /׳ר־ 


B CUSTOMS 

1 bt  speaking  of  Gerrar^ay,  othr  ref  wth  paurtic  concern 
to  clothing;  fr  ex,  R uses  term  ''Kniehosen"  writing 
it  in  Heb  lettrs  aUtiho  dont  know  if  breeches  or  oth: 
type  of  trousers^“ 


II 

i 


€9  e»fc-t  since  buttons  nt  yet  inv0j^d  nor  bttnholes,  J 
string  used  to  kp  breeches  in  place  fr  men  bt  fr  worn 
since  no  pockets  eithr  as  yet  invented 

3 began  to  wear  certain  items  ar  ngpk,  a tyu^of  pouch 
in  which  nt  only  cosmetics  bt  perfxame.  «niö^hoe  s,  at 
least  fr  well-to-do  had  wooden  soles  bt  leat hr  upprs 
& were  usually  rein^rcd  wth  at*  iron  tipsJT 

4 bt  back  to  cospetics:  usd  lime  compound  as  depilator 
powdr  rouge,  facial  mask  to  add  color  to  cheeks,  blu 
powdr  fr  eyelids  and  eyeshadow  usd  to  make  eyes  Ik 
largr;  city  girls:  1 eyelid  bt  riyjal:  bth  eyelids 

5 how  getסז ״  ths  info?  ex:  Jere  4:30  "thou  enlargest 
thy  eyes  wth  paint"  =R:  eyeshadow  makes  eye  appear 
larger  and  re  urban/  rural  usage  of  eyeinakeup: 

6 Talm  re  to  what  degree  enhcince  oneself  wthout  riski 
modesty:  city  more  dangerous  bt  imral:  bec  offhard 
labor  far  less  iiuuiinuuu  lightheartedness  to  worry 
about.;under  those  circumstances;  *t hw• ! more  lenient 

כ MEDICINE  & HEALTH 

1 R dealt  wth  & commented  on  human  ailments  bt  bec  of 
his  time,  knowledge  very  limited;  med  sc  began 
U of  Äalemo  bt  it  nt  fd  till  ^h  & R makes  no  mentn 

2 also,  med  experiments  & papers  out  of  Moslm  countrie 
in  Arabic  & nt  known  to  Europeans  of  ^ day;  thus,  hs 
knowl"  basically  dates  back  to  Talm  times  = c 6th  cen 

3 .s±4-ii־:  HDs  were  respectdX.'i^  knowledge  of  anatomy  frm 
cattle  bec  these,  of  c,  uded  fr  ritual  slaughtr  & 
had  to  know  whethr  carcas  fit  fr  ths  purpose 

4 at  same  time  there  was  folk  by  practi  ce  (Bris) 

and  instinct : in  digression  (^Circumstances  when  h 
may  div  liis  wife  :**dont  get  zuigry  on  full  stomach  bec 
*tomach  may  burst  if  u f i I 1 it  to  capacity  when  in  a 
state  of  emotional  turmoil"  178־ti>Lx'  t 

5 also  spk  of,*nd  fr  laxatives,  those  who  see  "specks" 

beforekhr  eyes,  and  even  spk  of  sev  types  of  eyewash 
and  come  to  conclusion  that  is  best  & safest; 

mention  of  bad  breath  which  so  dominant  an  ailment 
that  a man  had  to  give  wife  a div  bec  so  repulsive• 

6 at  one  tibme  gven  discusses  & attack:  man  unable 

to  catch  breath,  being  in  grF^ain,  painful  pressure 
on  the  chest  bt  also  knew  that  even^^f  no^audible  hr 
beat  or  recognizable  pulse,  patient^btil 1 alive  177 
& note:  all  this  before  modern  med.  before  stethosco 


iii 


CONCLUSION 
A General 

I  1 R aware  of  Rsych  & environmental  factrs  re  health: 
fr  ex:  fr  of"^rsonal  safety,  financial  pressures 
rob  a man  of  his  natural  energy  & of  a clear  mind 
2 fr  & anx  cause  dryness  of  mouth;  how  we  know  this? 

R comments  on  i*s22"My  tongue  cleavs  to  ray  thtooat״  = 
"a  man  in  distress  has  no  saliva  in  his  mouth 192 ״ 

!3  or  being  outdoors  relaxes  a man  & dears  the  raind: 

how  we  know?  R:  in  disc  aspects  of  ^uccot:  if  one  is 
\ uncomfortable,  clean  outdoor  air  ig  gd  fr  him,  relax 
V^inally:  diff  between  city  & country  living  re  healt 
Ketuboth  (lab  "city  life  is  diffic"  = beo  everyone  Iv 
crowded  togethr  there.  Houses  are  close  togeth  and 
there  is  no  air.  In  small  towns,  by  contrast,  have 
gardens  & orchards  nr  houses , ,״,space  & air  gd"  192'י^" 

B Specific 

1 what  I find  to  be  so  unusual  abt  all  this  commentary 
is  nt  that  it  mirrors  an  ancient  raind,  over  9OO  yrs 
ago  bt  that  he  is  so  contemporary  in  so  many  things. 

2 of  c,  life  was  fliff  then  t>t  imagine  the  knowledge! 

3 and  I've  only  given  u two  categories:  mannerisms  & 
health.  In  next  lect  will  spk  of  occupations,  tools 
andiutensils  and  perhaps,  at  end  of  series,  discussn 
on  •p<־L.  cooking  customs  and  house  furnishings 

4 Rashi  a fascinating  indiv,  a grt  scholar,  a wise 
commentator  & we  truly  nd  to  apprec  his  grt  contrib 
to  our  laiowledge  of  his  time. 

Amen. 


Heb.  Tab,,  Frid  Bve.,  ■^pril  17»  198? 

“RAshi  ancilis  world;  Part  iii 
bpring  'lect  sermon  series 
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PüSACHj  1987 

INTKÜDUCT 

A Heneral 

1 how  the  yr  passes;  just  few  rao  ago:  HW/YK  & 

now,  here,  almost  as  a surprise,  already  Pesach 

2 nt  just  a passage  of  time,  of  rejig  coniiota 

tion;  more  vital  even:  time  of  experiences 

3 for  we  eire  nl , we  certainly  ought  nt  to  be,  same 
as  we  were  even  a mere  6/7  rao,  ago 

4 the  pe stands  still,  in  rel  &/or  sec  contex 
becomes  -־pCTWi'i'iotL  & is  of  no  consequence  either  to 
oti  ers  & even  less  so  to  himself, 

B Specific 

1 «!■ri  ths  is  a holiday  which  I really  anticip  wth  pie 
sure;  it  signifies  a change  xe  seasons  but  more: 

2 P is  central  to  our  trad  81nqhisto37y ; in  Israel, 

has  bec^oiRe  a nat!  holiday  almost  on  a par)(L  wth  Inde 
Day  and  while  it  does  not  have  "aura"  of  HH,  touche 
all  strata  of  Israeli  society 

3 and  it  is  the  same  fr  us,  living  in  Galut , outside 
of  bretz;  we  nt  part  of  the  land  bt  part  of  the  peo 
part  of  the  faijjh  J 

4 our  herjt ago,  as^  a community  of  free  meiy  began  at 
time  of  exodux/ »mS— reaffirmed  some  time  later  at 
J^t , ^inai,  One  cant  understand  the  Jew  wthout  Pesch 

5 I have  meintaind  fr  yrs,  despite  crit  of  some,;  it 
is  nt  possible  fr  one  to  be  a gd  Jew  if  opportunity 
exists  to  partic  in  a öeder  ceremony  & ths  opportyn 
nt  taken  advantage  of, 

6 the  Bagadah  is  our  "magi^a  carta”  & we  must  be  parti 
cipants  if  we  SLra  to  identify  ourselves  as  Jews, 

LtODY 

A RESP0-\S_1  BILITY  t^<-^  Y 

1 what  brings  all  this  into  focus  is  (**־*־ח״  thn  ”1ntrn” 
»huilltl  be  lllurellhuH  were  w<Hc4:g77 ^hat  words  should  lea 


to  substance  ' 
over-Ttie  yrs,  over  the  generations,  millions  of  Jews 
spoken  the  words  & perfrraed  the  rites,  have  even  ack 
nowledged  the  blessir^s  of  freedom  and  have  heard 
countless  sermons  by  ^ re  responsibilities 
and  yet,  have  taken  the  approach  that  words  nd  not 
lead  to  sul^J^tance;  that  rhetoric  nd  not  lead  to  rea 
ity,  Slse,  such  shunting  asixie  of  responsib  as  we 
see  in  our  time,  in  our  socTety,  wld  be  inadmissible^ 
am  thinking,  of  c,  op  the.^ar  tio  many_J  names  which 
are  heard  in  connection  '“all  the  scaindals  coming  tc 
the  fore  in  both  our  secular  as  well  as  in  pol  ^>־ren2 
from  Boesky,  to  bovine,  to  Gruenwald  a^d  filtering 
down  into  the  lesser  echelons  of  Wall  Strt  and  ^ity 
Hall,  the  scandal  attached  to  J names  is  beyond  quest 


of  c Jews  entitled  to  have  thr  quota  of  crooks  to 
same’degree  as  all  othr  races,  creeds,  colors^&  fth 
bt  that  is^just  a rationale;  nt  the  pt  at  all  I 
issue  is:  having  gone“ through  process  of  slavery  to 
freedom,  having  bden  taught  frm  gen  to  gen,  value 
of  ths  freedom  in  our  genuine  egalitatian  s^i » 

► why  then  to  violate  the  trust,  why  r^l  in/^»^? 


,וח"-  why  besJ^ii^ch  the  faith  of  Jud,^?hy  cast  aside 
the  ideals  espousd  by  gen  of  Jews  over  centuries 
why  create  a climate,  cert  within  ^ J comm,  that  i-rj 
of  J leaders  feel  impelld  to  meet,  priv  & publicly, 

. to  ex^nine  quest  of  J ethical  behavior,  J e^^ical 
standards  and  in  Pollard  case,  even  quest  of  d^^al  1, 
Has  freedm  of  P nt  pointed  us  tfnfo  dif f level  of 

responsibility  and  obligation*^ 

SANCTUARY 

bt  P brings  us  into  contact  wth  anothr  area  of  con- 
cern,  one  of  which  we  tjere  k)10w  too  little,  or  only 
on  periphery  of  concert  issue  of  "sanctuary 
> in  br^f,  mattriC  refrs  to  undocumented  aliens  who 
■ sk  "sanctuary"  here  in  US;  in  ^uite  a few  instances 
in  sanct  of  churches  and  lately  more  in  Synagogues. 

ר issue  is  nt  just  of  legal  vs  illegal;  there  are  im- 
mJgrLts  who  are  labelled ־־ ״o״  or  ״pol",  the  formr 
relate  primarily  to  S-A״!;  the  lattr  to  EEuropeans 
k bt  many  of  us  suspect  that  these  def  or  ctagories 
of  refugees  are  morelfr  convenience  and  sake  of  Am 
gvt  than  to  deal  with  the  refugees  themselves. 

5 anyone  who  has  rd  of  trials  and  tortures  and  turmoi 
of  such  count,ties  as  Chile,i^r  ex,  knows  that  a re 
fugee  frm  that  part  of  wor la^nt  fit|f  readily  into 

•'eco'*  refugee  catagory  no  mattr  how  strongly  our  gvt 
pushes  to  piritbat  label  on  those  unfortunates.־ 

6 bt  think  of  rhs  holiday  ^d.  its  tramifications : what 

of  refugees  were  we  as  we  left  E what  kind  o 
refugees  were  on  the  sT״Louis  in  more  recent  times 
& vho  provided  us  with  Sanct?  what  kind  of  refugees 
״ere  the  tfusands  of  Jews  in  Warsaw  ghetto  or  Lodz 
or  '^ilna  & who,  at  critical  mo  ent  of  survival  or  d 
gave  them  SanctuauTi  even  grudgingly  I 

7 why  then  should  we  nt  be  diff  today;  why,  having  th 
neg  experience  & v«״•  svirvived,  should  We  nt  help  ^o_^ 
in  need?  Is  Sanct  movement  today  on  so  diff  ^ 1®^־ 
el  as  it  is/was  in  the  1930s  or  even  in  days  of  Ph׳ 

8 it  is,  of  c,  a quest,  which  can  nt  be  answered  ca- 

sually  or  glibly  and  there  are  m^y  dif ficAramific« 
tions  bt  we  should  nt  automatically  set  ourselves 
anart.  especially  frm  pt  of  our  own  history.  ! 

9 some  yrs  ago  we  already  helped  a VN  family  adjust  . 




iii 

ajid  helpd  them  get  started;  still  think  it  was  one  of 
our  grt  achievements  and  thus  am  led  to  askJ  no  one 
so  out  there  in  nd  of  Smi^uary? 

0 is  that  nt  one  of  grt ־^• ** יTntrr  of  Pesach? 

CO^^CLUSION 

A General 

1 so,  the  seasons  have  changed,  winter^is  {;ono^t^spri 
is  at  hand,  the  rad  is  diff  frm  Hil 
Psch  fr  Israel  & Am  Jewry  still  in  tandem 

2 quest  is*  can  freedm  stand  by  i^t self  or  does  it,  as 
I believe,  cariry  wth  it  cert  undisputable  oblig  & 
responsibilities? 

I3  some  will  always  be  tadcing  the  temp  of  anti-seip  lik 
a worried,  harried  parent  & will  always  belfinding  a 
slight  fever  (TNR;  4/6/8? )bt  is  this  pall  It^jh  own  ovel 
our  joy  of  freedom  nec,  symptomatic  of  our  time  or 
a general,  genuine  abberation  of  people 
4 Jews,  as  Ive  said  so  often,  are  Just  like  all  othrs 
^^^_^nly  more  so  bt  were  all  the  lessons  of  P forgotte 
B Specific  I 

1 to  believe  in  responsib  and  commitment,  in  decency 
and  honor,  in  af^rraation  euid  values,  this  is  the 
l»aoio  less^‘**o!^7^*saclvand  the  lesson  extends  into 


and  honor,  in  af^rraation  euid  values,  this  is  the 
l»aoio  less^‘**o!^7^*saclvand  the  lesson  extends  int 

some/^flH»*  num^an  engineering  is  primary  c aVcern,  oth 
see  it  as  abortion,  stil!  othrs  as  AiDS,  causes  & 
concerns  eire  truly  without  number  .‘•(t) 

1 still:  Pesach:  you  may  nt  abuse  yr  freedom  ana  if 


see  it  as  abortion,  stil!  othrs  as  AiDS,  causes  & 
concerns  eire  truly  without  number  .‘•(t) 

3 still:  Pesach : you  may  nt  abuse  yr  freedom  ana  if  \j5 
fnaiLiiiaiii  is  precious  to  u,  so  also  it  is  precious  to 
othrs ; thus,  if  t^y  seek  Sanctuary,  extend  yr  hand 

4 as  door  is  opened  to  •Elijah  he  may  nt  only  come  in 
guise  of  hungiry,  poor,  hoineless,  wandering  Jew  bt, 
as  well,  as  refugee  seeking  shelter;  so  let  him  in 

5 ^he  nroooiit^ei*^  lesson  of  P.esach  is  endless  & eternal 

and  as  we  observe  frm  yr  to  yr,  gd  to  be  reminded 
®f  its  crucial  role  in  our  lives. 


Aryan, 


,עי  fMV.  /)f-fAr.. 


Tues  AM;  1st  clay  of  Pesach 


of  Pesach 

1987 
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Tj<AGEDY  of  people 


to  spk  of  ho!ne• 
some  wks  ago 
& so  was 


INTaODUCT 

A General 

1 orig  concept  of  serriin  fr  ths  eve  was 
less  linkd  to  a rnf'et  wth  Koch  sched 

2 unfort  meet  was  canc  w»4r  K IxKfewg  in  Pol 
left  wthout  olearly  dofined  subject 

3 at  same  time,  othr  mattrs  to  fore  & these  form  basii 

of  conceim  nt  just  the  ho  eless  bt  fr  people , o נ 

all  kinds,  with  many  diff  needs,  all  vital  ^ beTsic. 

B Specific 

1 sev  diff  th  i n!  ~ * ‘1  n!!  ! !!  nr  li  last  two  wks  which  form  a 
common  denom;  frm  persnl  exper  to  plays  on 

2 in  case  of  lattr,  3 inj^dents:  Pat  Harpers  series 
bn  Ch  4;  801  unusual Ch  13  orig  in  Engl  & 
even  a chance  remark  on  Ch  7 series:  "Amerika" 

3 im  each  of  these  happenings^  a comtiientary  on  the 
hum^in  Condition  in  our  time  and  it  is  no^  a very 
h^ippy  or  satisfying  social  commentary  at  al  1 J 

BODY 


PEHbONAL 
mein  calld 
ing  f;  is  just 
all  agencies  & 


l^st 


Th,  frm  Det  on  way  to  Alb  to  see  dy- 
ii?35  short  of  reach  goal;  consulted 
^ now  Syn  & that  is  how  comes  to  me 

specif  mentioned  JCC  as  well  as  Trav  Aid  as  having 
rejctd  him  &,  of  c,  I nt  inclined  to  give  cash  eith; 
despite  promises  of  repayment  within  a wk  ^ 

frm  past  exp  know  that  Trav  Aid  & JCC  give  aid 
deemed  legit  & proper;  askd  fr  name  of  person 
contactd  in  bth  places  in  effrt  to  help  him 
ths  brought  on  abusive  language,  ref  to  our  insensi 
tivity,  unworthiness  of  our  rel,  beauroc  rabbinate 
& in  very  specif  terms  dispatchd  us  to  "hell", 
bad  situation  & possible  he  was  a crook /schnorrer 
bt  always  that  element  of  doubt;  since  H cut-back 
in  funds  fr  the  needy  & fr  programs  of  help  to  poor 
no  quest  re  grtyneed,  desperate  people,  ill 

& homeless  &“^ychotic  \^alking  the  streets 
eurid  ths  man  knew  ^11  right  names,  all  the  code  word 
altho  common  sense  tells  me  he  was  a fake;  ire  hava. 

and  faVar  linew 
Hr  ־slTlBS"־ur  ühui  ׳gt־u1׳j■  feel  guilty  both  <»aye1־ 


B PAT  HAHPEK 

1 bt  kinkd  with  ths  personal  confrontation  saw  series 

by  Pat  Harper,  co-anchor  on  ^h  4 news,  series 

on  at  6 and  11,  for  a wk.  2he  went  on  the  streets 
^8  a homeless  person  fr  a wk,  start  NYrs  Eve,  wth 
80c  in  pocket,  rags  and  a shopping  cart,  follwd  by 

csunera  crews  and  linkd  to  them  by  hidded  raikd 

2 it  was  an  adventure  to  be  admired  & asm  to  be  re- 

spected  bt  nö^^önly  we^bt  homeless^  knew^^h^did  nt 


; 


she  became  one  of  the  45,000  homeless  bt  whole  spci־ 
pattrn,  carriage  ^tjjT  of  that  type;  in  1 sequence,  tt 
men  apol  to  her  fr  rough^l^  language  I 

she  discov  many  interest  people  & described  in  awf] 
detail  tira^edy  of  shelters  & ev^-day-igsues  of  onrwi נ 
jidLiiml  •txf  surviviM  fr  24  hrs  on  street  bt , also; 
no  problm.'step  into  puddle>^  shoes  at  home;  and:’ 
cant  learn  what  it  means  to  be  hoieless  if  you  have 
a key  that  fits  someplace!  ^ I 

nobody  atjould  have  to  live  like  this;  is  appal^d  at 
lice,  tatters  of  yng  man  eikin  in  age  to  her  son  & 
at  CrC  where  society  of  wk  vs  vultures,  she  leaves . 
in  my  ^iew,  Ms  Harper  hopelessly  miscast  bt  !Mi 

jlCL  • cameras  capture  tragedy  of  othrs  as  doe 

he/'  secret  wire  conversation u^n  1 inst  a passe 


ne^  secret  wire  •«a»  conversation ;«״^n^^linst  a passe 
by  gives  her  s>l5  in  hope  it  will  !help^a.»^** 

8 Pgt  is  grateful  that  someone  does  stop  bt  those  who 
view  film  may  now  be  hesit  to  give  in  fututre  fr  fr 
of  seeing  themselves  on  TV  series,  give  ch  to  reprt 
YOSSER'S  STORY 

L bt  as  if  all  ths  nt  suffic,  Ch  1 3 also  carried  etn  hr 
of  desp^^ar  »163^  last  Th  at  11  PM  wt h remarkable  act 
Bernard  Hi! who  plays  Yosser  Hughes,  age  36. 

I Yosser  at  edge  of  despair  bee  no  job  &.  ignrd  by  soc; 
he  is  lat or  disposse^  frm  hoitie  bee  no  ront,  his  3 c?h 
dispersed,  his  wife  left  him  long  ago 
} he  wants  to  bt  is  nt  allowed  to  function  in  ‘his  soc^• 
& finally  is  reduced  lit  to  beat  hia  head  vs  walls, 
pillars,  houses  bee  no  one  geems  willing  to  listen, 
much  less  to  help; frm  priest  to  agency  td  family/fr. 

^ he  still  believes  he  can  function  if  given  diance  bt 
already  so  defeated,  so  desp  within  that  all  a 

fantasy;  he  ca1גt  ck  fr  kids,  he  cant  artic  any  more, 
he  cant  succeed,  perhaps  was  never  very  gd  at  anyth 
bt  now  he  even  fails  at  suicide 
> and  is  brought  screaming  and  full  of  anguish  back  to 
life.  rt e is  b o 1 1 

) am  telling  u re  TV  series  wth  brilliant  acting  & a I 
tragfcc  message  bt  cld  this  jit  be  similar  to  story  wt 
which  I began  ths  eve:of  man  seeking  to  reach  his  f? 

7 trouble  is  that  in  our  so  c^ty  we  can  no  longer  be 
sure  bee  the  hungry,  homeless,  needy,  ill  all  abt  us! 
and  fr  them  there  ought  to  be  more,  Hau’per  pleads 
at  end  of  series:  we  cant  walk  pas^t  them,  wd  must  se^ 
them  NOWl  bt , of  c,  ^^e  remain  caT  lous.  fT־  It  is  safeij 
cleaner,  more  ajitiseptic,  less  troubling  to  the  con- 

science»  Wä׳  know  a few  basic  agencies  handle  not  thes< 
people  but  these  ”issues  ai^H  are  safely  off  hook 

^ 


iii 


A.  General  ״ . ״ , . . 

1 am  nt  sending  you  frth  ths  eve  full  of  joy  & laughtr 
bt  fr  the  people  to  whom  I refer,  the»©  low  temps  th 
past  wk  no  laughing  inattr  either 

2 ABC's  series  on  comm  takeover  in  Amerika,  some  yrs 
into  future,  has  an  aaswer:  new  type  of  gvt  takes 
these  people  off  the  street  as  only  a to^.gvt 

3 I feel  safeUn  assuming  that  neithr  you  nor  !would 

want  that  type  of  a solutionfolC  the  issues  fr  the 
good  of  the  people;  aftr  all,  you  may  recay  how  Htl 
Llvd  unemployment  & that  Mussol  gt  trains  txrn 

also,  a woman  told  my  wife  that  her  r does 
' nt  approve  of  givine  money  to  the  needy  bee  they  all 

fakers  & called  my  wife  ”naive 
2 am  glad  I do  not  know  name  of  her  r fr  would  lose  al 
Aspect;  certainly,  I am  in  favor  of  giving,  if 
small  amnt.&  bee  of  involvement  in 
lin  this  community,  know  that  the  need  is  grt  ^ 

3^hat  is  nt  a Lucille  Ball  or  a Carol  Burnett  p^ 
a־bag  lady  out  there,  nor  a classy  reTpT^ 
Harper  ^dressed  up  as  ^a  vagrant  way  out  of  h!  r 
element  )t  \Xf  »Cm- ־Wy 

4 bt  real  people,  at  the  bottom,  '׳ü  f ® ° 

regains  a fthold  on  the  ladder  these 

are  real  people  who  ache  and  feel  and  freeze  jJ'd  nt 
all  *ST"them  or  even  maj  are  on  drugs  or  ^cohol 

5 And  we  should  notice  them  ^nd  help  and  at  ^^^״y 

least  be^cTTisCious  of  their  presence.  If  that  >e  ן 

the  sole  lessn  fr  ths  S eve,  ^ 

Amen  • /j 


I.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Feb.  20,  1987 
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APRIL  5-7  1987  WASHINGTON  DC 


RELIGIOUS  ACTION  CENTER 

OF  REFORM  JUDAISM 


April  5,  1987 


Dear  Friends , 

We  are  honored  that  you  are  with  us  at  this  Consultation  on  Conscience. 

As  part  of  the  25th  Anniversary  celebration  of  the  Religious  Action  Center  we 

have  invited  people  intimately  connected  with  the  past,  present  and  future ’of 

® ®יי  S presentations.  After  each  of  their  names,  you 

reminiscence  of  the  particular  contribution  which  they  and 

heir  families  have  made  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  dream  of  the  Religious 

reflections  stir  the  same  emotions  in  you 
that  they  do  in  us . ^ 

But  each  of  you  at  this  Consultation  deserves  to  be  acknowledged  as  well.  For 
a your  support,  your  talents,  time  and  commitment,  we  are  abidingly  grateful 
This  celebration  is  a testimony  to  what  you  have  accomplished,  to  what  your 
achievements  have  meant  to  the  Center.  ^ 

May  you  continue  to  be  blessed  in  all  your  endeavors  to  bring  closer  that  dav 
when  the  dream  of  justice  and  peace  for  all  humankind  will  be  realized 

f * 

With  love  and  affect!  nn 


Al  Vorspan 


Consultation  on  Conscience 
April  5 - 7.  1987 


5,  1987 


Registration 

Ramada  Renaissance  Hotel 

1143  New  Hampshire  Ave . NT7 

Meeting  of  Commission  on  Social  Action 
of  Reform  Judaism 
New  Hampshire  Ballroom 
Open  to  all  Consultation  participants 

Rabbinic  Student  Seminar 

Oiriner  and  Special  Program 
Conference  room  A 

Albert  Vorspan 

Senior  Vice-President,  UAHC 

Director,  UAHC  Commission  on  Social  Action 

Mitch  Snyder 

Community  for  Creative  Non-Violence 
Dedication  of : 

Paul  and  Dorothy  Kodimer  Suite 
and  the 

Lillian  Marie  French  Goldstein  Conference  Room 

Religious  Action  Center  v 

2027  Massachusetts  Avenue  NTJ 

CONSULTATION  ON  CONSCIENCE  OPENING  SESSION 
New  Hampshire  Ballroom 

"U.S.  - Israel  Relations  in  the  Post  Pollard  Era״ 
Harris  Gilbert לי י-  — ^ — — 

Chairperson,  Commission  on  Social  Action 
of  Reform  Judaism 
Rep.  Stephen  Solarz  (D-NY) 

Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
Hirsch  Goodman 

Military  Correspondent,  Jerusalem  Post 
Rabbi  Eric  Yoffie  ־ 

Executive  Director,  American  Reform  Zionist 
Association  (ARZA) 

Rabbi  Alexander  Schindler 

President,  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations 


PM 


SUNDAY.  APRIL 

12:00  - 10:00 

1:00  - 5:15  PM 

5:30  - 7:30  PM 

Greetings 

Speaker : 

6:45  PM 


Topic : 
Greetings : 

Speakers : 

Moderator : 


MONDAY.  APRIL  6 


Morning  Tefilla 

Raraada  Renaissance  Hotel,  New  Hampshire  #3 
Led  by  Dan  Swartz 

HUC-JIR  Rabbinic  student  (LA) 

Former  Eisendrath  Intern,  Religious  Action  Center 
Bus  leaves  Georgetown  Hotel 

Bus  Leaves  Ramada  Renaissance  Hotel  for  Capitol  Hill 
Buses  will  leave  promptly.  After  8:20  AM  please  take 
taxi  to  Capitol  Hill 

Consultation  Registration 
Senate  Dirksen  Auditorium 

Immediately  inside  the  visitor's  entrance  at  C Street 
between  1st  and  2nd  Streets  NE 

D'var  Torah 

Dr.  Michael  Berenbaum 

Special  Consultant  to  the  Religious  Action  Center 
First  Briefing;  Session 

"Civil  Rights  Priorities  in  the  100th  Congress" 
־-Ralpl1־^eda — . ח 

Executive  Director ,/ Leadership/conference  on  Civil 


7:30  AM 


8:10  AM 


8:10  - 8:20  AM 


8:30  AM  - 4:00  PM 


8:45  AM. 


9:00  AM 


Executive  Direct- 
Rights 

Prof.  Edward  Kaplan 


Topic : 
Speaker : 


Chair : 


Ed  Kaplan  is  a professor  at  Brandeis  University.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Emily  and  Kivie  Kaplan,  in  whose  memory  the 
ehg.ous  Action  Center  is  dedicated.  Kivie  was  president  of  the  NAACP  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  a leader  of  the 

straTtTrArNlTrP  H ‘*יי  membership  campaign  which  was  indispensible  to  the 

strength  of  the  NAACP  during  the  crucial  decade  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement.  One  of  the  seminal  figures  in  the 

creation  of  the  Center,  he  donated  the  building  which  houses  it.  Kivie  Kaplan  was  a dynamo,  a human  bridge  between 
Blacks  ^d  Jews.  The JJAHC  and  NAACP  jointly  created  the  Kivie  Kaplan  Institute  on  Human  Relations  as  a living  memorial 
o his  life  and  work.  Ed  shares  the  burning  commitment  to  Judaism  an’d  social  justice  which  marked  his  father־־*  life 
He  remains  an  active  participant  in  the  civil  rights  struggle  as  one  of  the  few  Jews  who  serves  on  the  Board  of  the 
NAACP.  He  has  been  an  indispensible  presence  in  the  work  of  the  Kivie  Kaplan  Human  Relations  Institute 


Special  25th  Anniversary  Session 

"The  Role  of  Religion  in  Shaping  Public  Policy  and 
National  Values"  ^ 

Leonard  Fein 

Editor.  Moment  Magazine 
Father  Bryan  Hehir 

Secretary,  Dept,  of  Social  Development  and  World 
Peace,  U.S.  Catholic  Conference 
Rev.  John  Steinbruck 

Pastor,  Luther  Place  Memorial  Church 
Rabbi  Eugene  Lipraan 


10:00  AM 


Topic : 


Speakers 


Chair : 


":ב’  of ׳ ־ •״ ° ״״• “'״ד־ ״  - 

survivors  in  Europe  In  1048  he  became  th  f j■  ^ ־ ' ews  and  pulling  together  the  remnants  of  the 


the  Reform  Movement’s  social  action  program.  Their  co-authored  book,  Justice  and  Judaism  was  one  of  the  most  widely 
used  adult  education  resources  for  a generation.  As  the  Commission's  Director,  Gene  played  a vital  role  in  overseeing 
the  efforts  to  plan  and  bring  to  reality  the  Religious  Action  Center.  In  1961,  he  moved  to  Washington  as  the  rabbi  at 
Temple  Sinai  where  he  has  worked  closely  with  the  Center  for  its  25  years.  In  June  1987,  Gene  will  assume  the 
presidency  of  the  CCAR. 


Second  Briefine  Session 


12:00  PM 


"Iran  to  Nicaragua:  An  Overview  of  American  Foreign 
Policy  --  A Liberal  Perspective" 

Sen.  Dale  Bumpers  (D-AR) 

Marvin  Braiterman 


Topic : 

Speaker : 
Chair: 


Marvin  Braiterman  was  the  second  director  of  the  Religious  Action  Center,  after  a number  of  years  as  the  Center’s  legal 

counsel.  In  the  early  60’s,  he  had  been  one  of  the  first  attorneys  to  volunteer  in  the  South  on  behalf  of  the  civil 

rights  movement  during  the  earliest,  and  most  dangerous,  years  of  the  struggle.  Serving  as  the  Center’s  director  during 

the  turbulent  Vietnam  years,  Marvin  helped  to  create  the  infrastructure  of  interreligious  political  advocacy  which  still 

operates  effectively  in  the  nation’s  capital.  A brilliant  attorney  specializing  in  Constitutional  law,  he  made 

distinctive  contributions  to  the  Jewish  community’s  position  on  church-state  separation.  Marvin  now  serves  on  the 

faculty  of  New  England  College. 


1:15  PM  LUNCHEON 

Consultation  participants  to  Dirksen  room 106^ מ 
Commission  members  and  spouses  and  Rabbinic  students 
to  the  Dirksen  Cafeteria 

2:15  PM  Special  Report 

Senate  Dirksen  Auditorium 

Topic:  "The  Israel  Religious  Action  Center" 

Speakers:  Rabbi  Charles  Kroloff 

President,  ARZA 
Meir  Azari 

Executive  Director,  Israel  Movement  for  Progressive 
Judaism 

Meir  Azari  is  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Israel  Movement  for  Progressive  Judaism.  When  the  Religious  Action  Center 
launched  its  "Israeli  Young  Political  Leaders  Seminar"  to  train  Israel’s  future  leaders  in  the  intricacies  of  the 
American  political  system  and  provide  them  with  an  understanding  of  the  diverse  and  pluralistic  nature  of  American 
Jewish  life,  Meir  led  the  first  group  of  15  to  the  U.S.  The  group  included  four  executives  of  political  parties  and  key 
administrative  aides  both  to  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Shamir  and  cabinet  member  Moshe  Arens.  Meir  is  now  playing  a key 
role  in  helping  to  develop  the  new  Israel  Religious  Action  Center. 


2:15  PM 


Third  Briefing  Session 


2:30  PM 


Topic:  "Economic  Justice:  A Vision  of  Fairness  for  our 

Children  and  our  Nation" 

Speaker:  Marion  Wright  Edelraan 

President,  Children's  Defense  Fund 
Chair:  Jane  Evans 

Jane  Evans  is  Director  Emeritus  of  the  National  Federation  of  Temple  Sisterhoods  (NFTS).  The  last  remaining  active 
Commission  on  Social  Action  member  from  its  inception  in  1952,  through  NFTS,  Jane  mobilized  the  power  of  Jewish  women 
behind  the  Reform  Jewish  social  action  movement  - a tradition  which  still  today  is  the  hallmark  of  the  lay  and 
professional  leadership  of  NFTS.  The  scope  of  Jane’s  social  justice  activities  is  extraordinary.  She  has  long  been  a 
prominent  international  figure  in  peace  activities,  as  a founder  of  the  Jewish  Peace  Fellowship  and,  with  the  late  Rabbi 
Maurice  Eisendrath,  of  the  World  Council  of  Religion  and  Peace.  She  served  as  an  advisor  in  San  Francisco  at  the 
founding  of  the  United  Nations  and  has  been  a important  figure  in  UN  Non-Governmental  Organization  activities  for  many 
years.  Jane  is  a rennaisance  woman  with  skills  ranging  from  piloting  an  airplane  to  boating  to  circus  riding  to  farming 
to  being  a wonderfully  gifted  medical  counselor.  Unabated,  her  social  justice  work  continues  today  in  her  capacity  as 
President  of  the  Jewish  Braille  Society. 


Speaker : 


3:15  PM 


Fourth  Briefing  Session 

"Iran  to  Nicaragua:  An  Overview  of  American  Foreign 
rolicy  --  A Conservative  Perspective" 

Sen.  Paul  Trible  (R-VA) 

Mace  Levin 


Topic : 

Speaker : 
Chair : 


Mace  Levin  18  a member  of  the  Commission  on  Social  Action  and  a founding  member  of  the  Honor  Circle  of  the  newly 
established  Tsedek  Society,  a group  of  prominent  members  of  the  American  Jewish  community  which  includes  leading 
Democratic  and  Republican  political  activists,  distinguished  national  Jewish  community  leaders  and  prominent  Jewish 
figures  from  the  arts  and  public  life.  Mace  has  had  a speical  interest  in  the  plight  of  endangered  Jewry.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  the  National  Conference  on  Soviet  Jewry,  one  of  the  prominent  Jewish  organizations  whose 
Washington  operation  is  located  in  the  Religious  Action  Center  building,  and  he  has  played  a key  role  in  the  development 

of  the  Reform  Jewry  Ethiopian  Assistance  Project  (REAP).  Run  by  the  Religious  Action  Center,  REAP  is  the  only  full-time 
Jewish  project  in  the  Jewish  villages  of  Gondar. 


Workshop  Sessions 

'’■'“׳י'’'  Legislation.  Public 

School  Monitoring  Project,  Constitutional  Convention" 
Dirksen  Auditorium 
Marc  Pearl 

Washington  Representative,  American  Jewish  Congress 
Glenn  Stein  ^ 

Director  of  Congregation  Relations,  Religious  Action 
Center 

Ben  Chernov 

Vice-Chair,  Commission  on  Social  Action 

"Emerging  Programmatic  Concerns  for  Reform 
Congregations:  Campaign  Financing/Ecology" 

National  Council  of  Churches'  conference  room 
100  Maryland  Ave . NE 
Kathleen  Sheeky 
Common  Cause 
Dick  Ayres 

Chairman,  National  Clean  Air  Coalition 
Judith  Hertz 

Vice-Chair,  Commission  on  Social  Action 
Vice-President,  National  Federation  of  Temple 
Sisterhoods 

"Homeless:  Funding  legislation;  Congregational 
Involvement  in  Providing  Housing  and  Shelter" 

Dirksen  room  #125  (SD-125) 

Brenda  Russell 

Washington  Legislative  Representative,  City  of 
New  York 

Rabbi  Jack  Luxemburg 

Temple  Beth  Ami,  Rockville,MD 

"Endanpred  Jewry:  Soviet  Jewry  and  Ethiopian  Jewry" 
Methodist  Building,  Conference  room  #1 
100  Maryland  Ave.  NE 
Mark  Levin 

Washington  Representative,  National  Conference  on 
Soviet  Jewry 
Lisa  Freund 

Washington  Representative,  American  Association 
for  Ethiopian  Jewry 
Judge  David  Davidson 

Chair,  Taskforce  on  World  Jewry  (CSA) 


4:15  PM 

A.  Topic: 

Room: 

Speakers 


Chair : 


Topic : 


Room: 


Speakers 


Chair : 


C.  Topic 


Room: 

Speakers 

Chair : 


Topic : 
Room : 

Speakers 


Chair : 


E.  Topic: 


Sanctuary:  Options  for  Congregational  Involvement־ 
Relevant  Legislation" 

Methodist  Building,  Conference  room  #3 
100  Maryland  Ave . NE 
Evely  Shlensky 

Regional  Social  Action  Chair,  UAHC  Pacific  Southwest 
Council 
Jim  McGovern 

Foreign  Affairs  Legislative  Aide,  Representative 
Joseph  Moakley  (D-MA) 

Rabbi  Randall  Falk 

Chair,  CCAR  Justice  and  Peace  Committee 
^ice-chair.  Commission  on  Social  Action 

"The  Farm  Crises:  Harkin  - Gephardt  Legislation; 
Congregational  Programs;  Anti-Semitism  in  the  Farm 
Belt" 

Methodist  Building,  Conference  room  #2 
100  Maryland  Ave.  NE 
Frank  Hornstein 

Consultant  to  the  UAHC  Commission  on  Social  Action 
R.  Keith  Stroup 

Legal  Council,  League  of  Rural  Voters 
Rabbi  Arthur  Abrams 

Temple  Emanuel,  Wichita,  Kansas 

"The  AIDS  Crisis:  Impact  on  our  Congregations;  UAHC 
Sponsored  Programs  Addressing  the  Crisis" 

Dirksen  room  # 632  (SD-632) 

Rabbi  Richard  Sternberger 

Director,  UAHC  Taskforce  on  AIDS 
Regional  Director,  UAHC  Mid- Atlantic  Council 
Rabbi  Larry  Milder 

Social  Action  Coordinator,  UAHC  Northeast  Council 
Annette  Daum 

Director,  UAHC  Dept,  of  Interreligious  Affairs 

"South  Africa:  Where  the  An t־i- Apartheid  Movement  is 
going  in  the  Post-Sanctions  Era;  Prisoner  of  Apartheid 
Project,  Israel-South  Africa  Relations" 

Dirksen  room  226  (SD-226) 

Jackie  Wilson 

Legislative  Director,  Washington  Office  on  Africa 
Donna  Katz in 

Director,  South  African  Project,  Interfaith  Center 
for  Corporate  Responsibility 
Sandy  Frank 

Chair,  Taskforce  on  Peace  and  World  Affairs  (CSA) 

Shuttle  Bus  Service  from  the  corner  of  1st  and 

Constitution  ^ on  Capitol  Hill  to  the  Ramada 
Renaissance  Hotel 


Room: 
Speakers : 

Chair : 

F.  Topic: 

Room: 
Speakers : 

Chair : 

G.  Topic: 

Room: 
Speakers : 


Chair : 

H.  Topic: 

Room: 
Speakers : 


Chair : 


5:15  - 5:25  PM 


I 


Rabbinic  Student  Seminar 

Dinner  and  Program 

"The  Rabbi  and  Social  Justice: 

The  Community  Relations  Role 
Rabbi  Sidney  Schwartz 

Executive  Director,  Washington  Jewish 
Community  Council 

A Perspective  from  the  Reform  Movement" 
Rabbi  Elliot  Holin 

Congregation  Rodeph  Shalom,  Member, 
Commission  on  Social  Action 

Tzedek  Society  Reception 

Duke  Ellington  School  of  the  Arts 
3500  R Street  NW 

25th  Anniversary  Concert  and  Celebration 
Duke  Ellington  School  of  the  Arts 
3500  R Street  NW 


6:15  PM 


7:45  PM 


8:15  PMi 


Mary  Travers 
Peter  Yarrow 
Rabbi  Richard  Hirsch 
Rabbi  Peter  Kasdan 


Senator  Edward  Kennedy 
Dr . Benj  amin  Hooks 
Rabbi  Alexander  Schindler 
Douglas  Mishkin 
Rabbi  David  Saperstein 


Master  of  Ceremonies : Albert  Vorspan 


TUESDAY.  APRIL  7 


Morning  Tefilla 

Ramada  Renaissance  Hotel,  New  Hampshire  #3 
Led  by  Elaine  Zecher 

HUC-JIR  Rabbinic  student  (NY)  ^ 

Former  UAHC  Rabbinic  student  intern 

UAHC  Regional  Social  Action  Breakfasts 

Great  Lakes  - Conference  Room  C 
Mid-Atlantic  - New  Hampshire  #3 
New  Jersey  - Conference  Room  B 
Midwest  ־ Conference  Room  C 
Northeast  - New  Hampshire  #2 
New  York  - Conference  Room  A 
Northeast  Lakes  - New  Hampshire  #2 
Pacific  Northwest  - New  Hampshire  #1 
Pacific  Southwest  - New  Hampshire  #1 
Pennsylvania  - Conference  Room  D 
Southwest  - New  Hampshire  #3 
Southeast  - New  Hampshire  #3 


7:00  AM 


7:20  AM 


Bus  leaves  Georgetown  Hotel 


8:00  AM 


8:00 

- 8:10  AM 

Bus  leaves  Ramada  Renaissance  Hotel  for  Capitol  Hill 
Buses  will  leave  promptly.  After  8:10  AM  please  take 
a taxi  to  Capitol  Hill 

8:30 

AM 

Consultation  Registration 

Cannon  Caucus  room  #345 

00 

\ * 

U) 

o 

AM 

Fifth  Briefing  Session 

Cannon  Cannon  Caucus  room  #345 

Topic : 

Speaker : 

Chair : 

"Aid  to  Africa" 

Rep.  Howard  Wolpe  (D-MI) 

Rita  Eisendrath 

Rita  Eisendrath  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Maurice  N.  Eisendrath,  long-time  President  of  the  UAHC.  Rabbi  Eisendrath  was  a 
towering  figure  of  Reform  Jewish  history  and  of  Jewish  social  justice  in  America.  He  led  the  Reform  movement  into  the 
forefront  of  the  civil  rights  movement,  the  anti- Vietnam  effort  and  the  nuclear  disamrmament  crusade.  Under  his  aegis, 
the  Religious  Action  Center  was  conceived,  political  support  mobilized  and  the  fruition  of  this  dream  realized.  Over 
the  decades,  Rita  has  emerged  in  her  own  right  as  an  active  advocate  of  social  justice  in  the  US,  Canada,  and  the  World 
Union  for  Progressive  Judaism.  As  writer,  speaker  and  activist,  she  has  become  an  effective  advocate  for  Israel,  Soviet 
Jewry  and  human  rights  throughout  the  world. 


Sixth  Briefing  Session 


9:00  AM 


"The  Farm  Crisis" 

Sen.  Tom  Harkin  (D-IA) 
Carole  Boron 


Topic ; 
Speaker : 
Chair : 


Carole  Boron  represents  the  most  talented  and  skilled  of  our  congregational  lay  social  action  leadership.  A former 
chair  of  the  social  action  committee  at  Temple  Jeremiah  in  Northfield,  Illinois,  she  has  been  one  of  the  Religious 
Action  Center’s  most  effective  supporters.  Using  skills  and  knowledge  gained  in  social  action  work,  she  has  transferred 
the  focus  of  her  social  action  involvement  to  electoral  politics  and  played  a key  role  in  developing  two  of  the  most 
unusual,  effective  and  respected  political  action  committees  in  the  country:  JCPAC  ״ the  national  Jewish  women’s 
political  action  committee,  and  MIPAC  ״ the  nation’s  first  Jewish  multi-issue  PAC.  Utilizing  the  respect  and 
appreciation  she  has  earned  from  Senators  and  Representatives,  she  has  become  a major  force  for  advocacy  on  behalf  of 
the  Religious  Action  Center  and  the  Reform  Jewish  Movement. 


Seventh  Briefing  Session 


9:45  AM 


Catastrophic  Health  Care:  The  Impact  on  the  Elderly" 
Sen.  Bill  Bradley  (D-NJ)  ^ 

Alexander  Ross 


Topic : 

Speaker : 

Chair : 

Alexander  Ross  is  the  immediate  past-chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Social  Action  (1977  to  1983).  A long-time  lay  leader 
of  The  Stephen  Wise  Free  Synagogue  of  New  York,  Alex  has  devoted  decades  of  efforts  to  the  the  cause  of  social  justice. 

He  represents  the  extraordinarily  gifted  lay  leadership  of  the  Commission  on  Social  Action  who  led  this  instrumentality 
to  Its  position  of  preeminence  in  the  field  of  Jewish  social  justice:  Cy  Gordon,  Irving  Fain,  Sen.  Howard  Metzenbaum  and 
Albert  Arent.  Alex  serves  presently  as  Director  of  Public  Relations  for  the  American  Committee  for  the  Weizmann 
Institute  of  Science. 


D'var  Torah 

Prof.  Michael  Meyer 

Hebrew  Union  College -Jewish  Institute  of  Religion 

Eighth  Briefing  Session 

"U.S.  Policy  in  South  Africa" 

Rep.  Bill  Gray  (D-PA) 

Rabbi  Darryl  Crystal 


10:15  AM 


10:30  AM 

Topic : 
Speaker : 
Chair : 


Rabbi  Darryl  Crystal,  served  as  an  Eisendrath  Intern  at  the  Religious  Action  Center.  The  Internship  program  has  brought 

over  100  talented  and  gifted  young  leaders  to  the  Center  to  work  full-time  as  staff  tracking  legislation,  conducting 

research,  analyzing  issues,  preparing  educational  materials  for  use  in  congregations  and  meeting  with  lawmakers.  Like 

Darryl,  they  have  gone  on  to  positions  of  leadership  in  the  Jewish  and  general  community  as  rabbis,  Jewish  community 

relations  council  directors,  attorneys,  lobbyists  and  legislative  aides  on  Capitol  Hill.  Darryl  was  an  active  leader  of 

social  action  activities  as  a rabbinic  student  at  HUC-JIR.  He  also  participated  in  the  Religious  Action  Center’s 

Rabbinic  Student  Seminar  which,  over  the  years,  has  trained  over  300  Reform,  Conservative  and  Reconstructionist  rabbis 

in  legislative  advocacy  techniques  and  skills  for  developing  effective  social  aciton  programming  in  their  synagogues  and 

communities.  Through  the  Eisendrath  Internship  and  the  Rabbinic  Student  Seminar,  the  Center  seeks  to  jtr^ün-a-aew 

generation  of  leadership,  committed  to  the  ideals  of  social  justice.  Darryl  is  currently  the  mhhi  nf  <;V1nrg 

Synagogue  in  Syosset,  New  York.  ן 

Report:  South  Africa  at  the  1987  UAHC  Biennial  J 
Dr.  Rita  Kaunitz  X. 

Consultant  on  South  Africa7‘'6־SA► 


House  Lobby  Visits 


LUNCHEON  --  Cannon  י Caucus  room  #.345  j ,,  ׳\  / 

Ninth  Briefing  Session 


11:15  AM 


12:15  PM 


Greetings : 


"Reversing  the  Nuclear  Arms  Race:  Prospects  and  Issues" 
Dr.  Carl  Sagan 

Presentation  of  Eisendrath  Award  for 
Social  Justice 
Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner 


Topic : 
Speaker : 


Chair: 


Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner  is  one  of  the  preeminent  figures  in  American  social  justice  and  interreligious  activities,  a 
nationally  prominent  lecturer  and  activist  for  issues  of  social  conscience.  He  ha«  served  as  Associate  Direr 01 ׳  of  the 
Commission  on  Social  Action  and  Director  of  Interreligious  Affairs  of  the  UAHC.  A widely  published  writer  on  social 
justice  themes,  he  is  co-author  with  A1  Vorspan  of  Searching  the  Prophets  for  Values  and  author  of  As  Driven  Sands,  an 
"Issue  of  Conscience"  pamphlet,  examining  the  problem  of  Arab  refugees.  He  served  as  Rabbi  of  Temple  Sinai  in 
Washington,  DC  until  1961  and  was  one  of  the  leading  advocates  for  the  establishment  of  the  Religious  Action  Center. 
Balfour  serves  presently  as  Rabbi  of  Stephen  Wise  Free  Synagogue  in  New  York. 


Tenth  Briefing  Session 


1:45  PM 


"Celebrating  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the  Constitution; 
Protecting  Separation  of  Church  and  State" 

Rabbi  Dan  Syme 


Topic : 


Chair: 


Rabbi  Daniel  Syme,  Vice-President  of  the  UAHC,  is  helping  to  shape  the  future  of  a dynamic,  liberal  Jewish  movement. 
During  his  tenure  as  Director  of  the  Commission  on  Jewish  Education  of  the  Reform  Movement,  he  oversaw  the  preparation 
of  the  new  Reform  Jewish  curriculum  which  made  education  on  social  justice  issues  and  the  development  of  social  action 
skills  hallmarks  of  our  educational  activity.  Actively  involved,  in  a personal  capacity,  as  an  advisor  to  political 
candidates  and  elected  officials  on  Jewish  concerns,  Dan  has  worked  closely  with  the  Center  in  strengthening  our  base  of 
political  access  and  support. 


Eleven th  Briefing:  Session 


2:45  PM 


"The  Religious  Action  Center's  Agenda:  1988  and  Beyond" 
Sen.  Howard  Metzenbaum  (D-OH) 

Rabbi  Arthur  Lelyveld 


Topic : 

Speaker: 

Chair: 


Rabbi  Artbur  Lelyveld,  past  president  of  the  CCAR  and  the  American  Jewish  Congress,  is  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  whose  long  efforts  on  behalf  of  that  cause  came  to  national  attention  when  he  was  the  victim  of  a brutal 
racist  assault  in  the  South.  In  earlier  years,  he  was  a noted  and  vigorous  opponent  of  McCarthyism  and  a champion  of 
civil  liberties  and  human  rights.  Now  retired  after  his  distinguished  career  as  rabbi  at  Fairmont  Temple  in  Cleveland, 
in  the  Spring  of  1988  Arthur  will  join  the  Religious  Action  Center  to  initiate  the  Visiting  Senior  Scholar  Program. 

Under  this  program,  prominent  figures  of  American  Jewish  life  will  come  to  work  full-time  at  the  Center  for  periods  of 
at  least  four  months. 


A Final  Reflection  on  Center's  25th  Anniversary 
"Towards  Tikkun  01am"  ~ 

Albert  Vorspan 

Senate  Lobby  Visits 


Aleksandr  Slepak,  son  of  Soviet  Jewish  refuseniks  Vladimir  and  Maria  Sleoak 
has  been  fasting  on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  since  March  27th.  He  \ntends 
to  hold  a 17 -day  hunger  strike  --  one  day  for  each  of  his  parents'  17  years  of 
refusal--  to  draw  international  atttention  to  the  plight  of  his  parents.  He 
will  be  staying  on  the  East  side  (Supreme  Court  side)  center  steps  of  the 
Capitol.  Consultation  participants  are  encouraged  to  visit  with  him  at  some 
point  during  the  Consultation 


3:^5  PM 

Topic: 

Speaker: 


A :-15  PM 


* Tuesday  evening  and  all  day  Wednesday  are  special  meetings  for  the  Tzedek 
Society 


THE  HEBREW  TABERNACLE 
HEBREW  SCHOOL 


m 


THE  HEBREW  TABERNACLE 
EXPERIMENTAL  THEATER 


presenting 


“THE  WHOLE  MEGILLAH  or  MEET  THE  PERSIAN  PRESS” 

an  original  Purim  Play 
written  by 
our  Group  II  Class. 


DIRECTED  and  PRODUCED  BY 
MS.  SHARON  DINITZ  .. 


CAST  OF  CHARACTERS 


newscasters  Is 

Jessica  Menken 

Jeffrey  Resni  k 

* * ■ ‘ ‘ * Olivia  Resni k 

Mel  i na  Schei  n 

' ’ ’ ’ ’ * * ’ ’ * Michael  Smerka 

*****]** Benjami n Wol f 


MIME  CHARACTERS  .  ר ר 

Queen  *Esther Michelle  Gilbert 

King  Ahasuerus David  Dowell 

Mordecai •Joshua  Murad 

Hayman Aaron  Breslaw 

Queen  Vashti Sharon  Nomburg 

PiiARnc  Melina  Schein 

GUARDS.  Michael  Smerka 

PLOTTERS  AGAINST  THE  KING Melina  Schein 

Benjamin  Wolf 


FEAST  PARTICIPANTS David  Danish 

Jeffrey  Resni k 

*. Zara  Herskovits 

Sharon  Nomburg 

David  Dowell 

beauty  contestants.  . .......... 

Jessica  Menken 

';*‘‘‘.1 Michelle  Gilbert 

Sharon  Nomburg 

SERVANT  Jessica  Menken 


PLAYWRITERS:  David  Danish,  Zara  Herskovits,  Jessica 
Menken,  Jeffrey  Resnik,  Olivia  Resnik,  Melina  Schein, 
Michael  Smerka  and  Benjamin  Wolf. 


Program  Design Sheila  Klein 


Appelfeld  "Land  of  th  Cattails 


J.XL  1/ J.  UUUV•  b 


General 

wnt  to  sp^^ths  eve  re  latest  bk  by  Aharon  Appelfeld 
whose  ow^^ljnist ory  rds  like  a novel  far  beyond  anyth 
his  imS^n  might  bring  to  the  fore 

b in  32  in  Bukovina,  now  part  of  USSR,  cought  by  Nz 
& deport,  while  his  m dJ  Hq^escpd  frm  CC,  hid  fr  3 yj 
in  Ukraine,  joined  R ^ aftr  war  to  ״^sr  via  It  a. 

today,  he  Ivs  in  Jerus,  written  sev  bks  of  which  4 
transl  into  tingl;  aXSIo  won  Israel  Prize  fr  lit.  Re 
nt  too  well  known  in  ths  count17y,״^Uec  nt  flaraboynt,A, 
igrt  pity 

es־־bks  something  diff,  something  special;  his 
work  in  trr^^,  which  I rd  sev  yrs  ago,  haunts  me  st; 

Specific  ; 1 ר 

what  is  so  special  re  Appelfeld' s work  is  that  it  3 
gO  understaXted;  nothing  is  said  or  shown  or  descrb 
re  what  follows  as  if»  ^ that  is  the  truth,  words 
cant  formulate  the  unspoAkable 
: ffaSenheim  1939,  his  classic,  reviewed^some  yrs  ago, 
simple  story  of  people  nr  V on  vacation  & while  hir 
of  anxiety,  nervousness,  feel  of  events  to  come, 
nothing  comes  to  pass 

\ pt  is  that  we,  the  readers,  know  of  the  future,  of 
what  is  in  ~ore  fr  these  people;  when  in  B posters 
"Air  cleaner  in  Pol"  we  know  re  Pol  ^t  never  mentnd 
► in  the  briefest  of  bkT*'19 39 ‘‘becomes  yr  of  last  re- 
sort,  wth  do^rrs  closing,  wth  escape  shut  off  bt  un- 
like  othr,  pbv  authors:  nevr  a blow,  a shot,  a dth! 

; ths  is  the  *s^le  ■,^hich  has  made  Appelfeld  fam  & spe 
cial;  reviewers  have  cited  his  work  as  "raastrpfcece" 
"cause  fr  celebr"  & •^irving  howe:  one  of  best  nov^  al 


CATTAILS 

bk  we  describe  ths  eve^very  much  like  Badenheim  39; 
it  is  less  than  150  p bt  covers  an  entire  philo  lif 
ths  time  we  in  summr  of  38  & am  is  tr wt h hr 
Son  through  a countryside  of  an  unnanreayi^unt1*y  bt 
quite  close  to  V;  along  rd  have  inns  where  couple 
stays,  peasants  whom  they  meet,  flow,  atfside:  cat!tl 
gradually  learn  some  facts  re  m/s;  she  is  now  34, 
is  J bt  m a A in  order  to  escape  bleakness  of  her 
rural  life  & whi  1 i^l^lhomiht  that  escape  to  city  of  V 
would  be  freedom,  ingtead  became  a prison 
she  div''^^  aftr  3 yrs  of  m;  her  son  Rudi  now  17 
& quest  often  comes  i ito  focus:  whqt  does  he  consi 
himself  to  be:  U or  how  much  does  he  know  of 

each  faith? 

bee  of  mixed  — m obv  to  peasants  he  nt  J while  m is 
some  verbal  abuse  & gd  natured  banter  bt  nth  serio 


BOUY 


11 

6 in  sense,  protagonists  nt  only  J/־^  bt  also:  rural/ 
urban,  culturd/peasant , simple/compl ex  as  people  rat 
each  othr 

7 and  whole  purpose  of  journey  is  fr  m/s  to 
her  p.  bis  6r-p,t״  b־ 

B THEME  ^ K ן K - ar*  — . 

1 bt  of  c,  it  is  all  under s tinted,  as  ali'mviriy  inrlia^ 
and  ««  we  know  -ateaaaiy  in  our  minds  that  journey 
merely  symbolic;  we  already  know  what  h^^d  therv^& 
what  attitude  of  peasants  was  toward  JewsJ 

2 as  conseq:  theme  is  we  wont  get  there  in  tj^ei  reptc 
time  & again  (&,  we  know,  fr  gd  reason,; 

3 these  two,  m/s,  travel  byroads  of  rural  area  by  carl 
going  hundreds  of  miles  asjj£  all  tjine  in  world;  s ! 
and  stay,  relax  and  enjoT^^^t  we  kno^^orld  abt  to  ej 

4 and  even  rvimors  ’*did  nt  have  power  to  darken  young 
man's  horizons".  We  hr  of  J robbd,  of  home  dostroyd, 
we  rat  Jews  who  frightened,  we  hr  reports  of  a fam  k 
bt  all  ths  no  more  than  "rumor״,  no  spec  rel  ta»  then 

5 and  as  they  cont  journey  & come  closer  to 

grf  the  village  whero  m parents  live,  lang 

^ bk  is^^Ä'^that  endless,  interminabl<i 

as  if  they  would  never  reach  thr  destination,  & cel 
tainly  nt  in  time* 

6 the  m,Tt  ths  pt,  ivs  Rudi  to  travel  ahead;  she  c^ 

״et  a lift  wth  someone  else;  she  hurries  on  to  grt 
ter  p.and  to  prepare  them  fr  thr  g^wn  gr-son  & to 
? ,  י^ו- ר«  I I a׳Ladually  so  as  nt 


n#>»r  t) . ajiu.  wv.w...  — — 

Z ■ ״■F  her  life  I ■ I It gt^dually  so  as  nt 

bring  Knews  ol  her  me  ^  י־ ״ "י^ י  , 

to  shock  tdsflj־־״or  to  panicthe►  elderly 

7 she  left  everyt!?ing  behind,  barely  tk  Iv  of  ucfi  , 

as  we  know  bt  never  formulated  in  bk,  that  «^d  of 

main  theme:  will  she  get  there  in  time?  No  ״^tter; 

^hethr  togeth  or  sep,  destination  fr  p/d  = s^^. 

ו nart  of  the  power  of  bk,  again,  = i^erstated,  w« 
full  of  foreboding,  bt  it  takes  Ru^T  so  long  to  eve 
realize  his  m abseAce^beginnlng  t״  lengthen  *hat 
become  terrified;  it  is  days  before  he  goes  in  s^ch 

2 bt  that  is  just  last  few  p of  bk;  we  move  frm  1 
station  to  the  next  "in  search  of  bt  no  connectio 

3 a^d  all  we  meet  is  li^,  nt  at  all  the  d we  have  in 

^ our  mi  id's  eye!  Ag-^ple  are  gathrd  at  J 

chilid  cries  by  discomfrt  of  it  all  and  is  ^ 

parent;  how  is  he  to  know  that  ths  time  fr  hWl^e 

4/£3ז  cant  find  m,  of  c;  joins  grp  of  people  leTt  ovr 
frm  last  "ingathering"  bec  no  space  in  c^s  whic 
vld  take  them  "east".  ׳^he  small  crowd 
sai^dwiches,  gossip  a:1d  even  a sens^f  hope  which, 
again,  we  know  to  be  a delia^ion,  Tf  m,  son. 
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5 and,  finally,  there  is  also  a/|sense Jpf  ; one 

of  those  waiting  with  Hudi  wonders  they  were 

left  behind,  whethr  they  did  nt  follow  instructions 
properly;  ,^ill  they  be  picked  up  or  be  forgotten? 

6 just  then  a long  whistle.  It  was  an  old  locomotv, 
drawing  2 old  cars,  the  local/apparently,  ’־*■׳t  went^ 
frm  stat  to  stat,  scrupul  gat  hr  up  remainder'V^^^XyJ 

CONCLUSION 

A General 

1 some  wonderfl  lines,  even  in  translation:  a-"they 
pulld  thr  faces  back  like  turtls  in  thr  shells";  b- 
"they  std  where  they  were  & shoutd  curses  that  only 
shovd  how  frightened  they  were"  or  c-־*־oni:"I  must  re 
turn  home.  persn,  ultimately,  is  nt  an  inset 

2 bk  full  of  such  gems  bt  focus  is  on  unspoken:  the  uii 
speakable  is  not  to  be  named.  It  is  quite  the  oppos 
of  early  Wiesel  bks  bt  then  more  than  40  yrs  passed. 

3 & yet,  despite  sparse  words,  everything  is  present; 
love  of  fam,  enmity,  prejudice,  love,  life  & d,  pair 
& caring,  range  of  r^tfrm  coffee  to  being  reunited, 
if  only  in  the  mind*^  hrt.  bt  Oliuy  un  thr  way. 

B Specific 

1 there  are  many  ways  of  writing  abt  Holoe,  as  there  1 
iruiumerable  authors  who  have  attemptd  the  task.  W® 
are  aware  of  fact  that  theme  has  gone  commercial 

2 that  is^  why^h£1ron  Appelfeld  so  different  a writer, 
a imiquVr^ice  amid  the  shrillness  of  the  theme;  th( 
Ital  Prirao  Levi  is  nnothr  such  autbr  bt  111.110  knewi: 
& recently  fnd  a bk  by  Natalia  ^inzburg,  also  Ital  v 
who  is  xinknown  bt  poetic  in  use  of  words  & no  viol* 

3 these  are  indiv  who  nd  to  be  heard  & perhaps  they 
have  the  approach  fr  next  gen:  nt  screams  bt  in  besi 
biblical  sense:  "small,  still  voice"  spks  loudest 

4 Appelfeld  understands,  wth  lim  numb  of  othrs:  c^nt 
verbalize  the  xmthinkable  & of  ths  fact  he  brnr 

us  aware  time  ^ again.  . u 

5 whethr  a "grt"  writer  Iv  to  lit  judges;  that  he  is 
effective  ^ feel  of  the  heart,  of  that  no  doubt,  A 
"simple"  bk  which  can  be  rd  on  many  levels  & be  dis 
covered  auiew  each  time.  Urge  u to  rd  & rerd  hsjwork 

Anen  . 


iW■(.  i 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve,  Jan., 23»  1987 


Review  of  Aharon  Appelfeld 's 
"Land  of  the  Cattails". 


REPORT  ON  WORLD  JE‘/RY 


INTRODUCT 

A General 

1 want  to  report  to  u ths  eve  on  a meet  I attended 
sx  wks  agOf  spons  by  World  Union 

2 ths  World  U.  is  subsidiary  of  UAHC  which  wo  support 
it  is  the  lay- arm  of  our  liberal  J movement 

3 and  was  parTic  indorsed  by  Leo  B,  aftr  war,  when  he 
J.vd  in  Lonjidon  & wantd  to  establ  & maintain  relatioi 
wth  lib-thinking  Jews  all  over  world 

B Specific 

1 as  a conseq,  today  40  yrs  aftr  War,  have  majr  brancj 
es  of  UAHC  in  all  west  countries  and  encomp  a range 
of  languages  which  makes  us  truly  unique  = ^orld  U. 

2 u may  recall  that  last  yr  attended  a conf  in  ^oront( 
by  ths  World  U & reportd  to  u then  of  very  spec  pra' 
er  service  on  *habbat  using  six  languages  & what  a 
profound  & moving  prayer  service  it  was. 

3 at  ths  meet  a few  wks  ago,  many  reports  were  render< 
and  some  of  these  wld  like  to  share  wth  u so  that  u 
have  an  idea  of  what  is  happening  in  world  of  lib  J 

4 there  are  b%^nches  in  Can,  Fr,  gev  S Am  countries, 
obv  in  Australia  and  NZ,  as  well  as  in  Tg  & Germnay 

5 cant  possibly  touch  on  all  details  presented  in  ths 
all-day  meet}  only  Isr,  SAf  and  Australia. 

BODY 

A ISAREL 

1 Jer  in  the  news  last  Oct,  espec  bee  some  of  the  out 
ra^^es  comitd  by  ortho  vs  refrm/lib  movement.  Recal 
an  ortho  r broke  into  ST  celebr  in  J,  tried  to  snat 
T scrolls  and  called  pr^yiiVball  "hs  of  ill  repute" 

2 now  what  had  been  in  my  mind  is  nt  just  outrageous 
action  of  r bt  whab  had  motiv  ths  attack;  ^y  this 
invasion  of  a service  and  just  at  ths  point 

3 R Weiman-Kelraan,  who  was  involvd  and  whose  cong  was 

attackd,  was  at  meeting  & told  ths  background;  1 ad 
in  H/E  newsp  in  ^ttraetd  30  indiv  in  a relativ  new 
neighbrhd  to  a make-shift  hall^י^  ^ ^ 

4 by  AM  of  1st  day  RH  had  60  and  fr  KN/YK  had  150  & o 
c,  ths  J’air  beyond  thr  imag  also;  since  then  never  a 
Shbt  AM*or  PM  wthout  a MinyanJ  Grounds  fr  jealousy 
re  ortho  were  obvious  & grp  met  in  a hall/gyranasiiam 
bee  no  Syn  wld  give  them  space 

5 of  c,  actions  of  ortho  r created  a sensation  nt  onl 
here  bt  in  Is  as  well:  much  radio  & TV  coverage  & 
attend  beg^ to  pick  up  at  wkly  services;  even  more 
so  as  vile  accus  of  r became  public  knowledge 

6 on  daily  & wkly  TV  forums,  much  as  we  have  here, 
our  rep  scord  position  that  no  ^^^^^freedm  of  rel 
in  Israel  and  he  had  evid  to  <>rove  it  since  at  that 
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very  time  a scouting  projgrain  of  refrra  day  s<?hls  !it 

permittd  to  meet  in  a municipally  owned  hall,  by  ord 

er  of  TA  Mayor  ^hlomo  Lahat. 

7 at  same  time,  ortho  statd  that  refrm  "an  imported 
Illness  frm  Am"  and  when  case  of  disi*uption  and 
attempt  to  steal  scrolls  came  to  court,  ortho  vs  vi 
lence  but  excused  action  by  saying  that  attempt  to 
steal  T nt  "viol"  bt  "redemption  of  captives", 

8 on  that  basis  is  some  of  Jud  practiced  in  Israel. 
AFRICA 

1 anothr  interest  present ati  n was  by  a r frm  SJtf,  No 

man  Mendel,  who  resides  in  • 

2 told  us  that  J pop  slightly  over  100,000  bt  that  th 
numb  is  anything  bt  stable  & cert  may  nt  be  accurat 
wtthin  days  or  weeks  & surely  months  of  issuance, 

3 rumor^that  3000  fam  mo  Iv  country  & raemy  of  these 
are  J fam  altho  is  nt  known  bt  ex  is  sgnificant, 

k one  of  tasks  of  recent  meet  of  Af  Zion  ^oram  was  to 
assuage  feairs  of  Af  Jewry,  that  they  do  not  panic  & 
even  more  so,  that  if  they  go,  all  go  to  IsraeTl 

5 nt  as  obvioa-s  as  we  might  see  it;  1st  choice  of  yng 
Jews  Iv  is  Australial  so  much  so  tTiat  effrt  of  pro- 
paganda  & publicity  of  Af  Jewry  now  is  to  settle  al 
thr  children  on  one  continent^^=  ■^*ust  or  NZ 

6 leadingprof  gending  out  resumes  to  a]M  parts^f  th 
vr0rld>f^h  ^©!^;»«^eavinA  and^ertisiness  gimt^xfown,  ho 
fin^k׳a  placAf^^  middle— cBas׳^  ed  blacks^^^  that  the 
cs^work./'^^'^lop  and  ^^׳rKlV^thr  new  sl^ill^in  white 

7 further,  with  proff  leaving,  how  answer  request 

of  those  who  remain  to  gend  Am  ^ or  even  r— students 
when  apartheid  totally  vs  teachings  of  our  faith;  a 
real  moral  dilemna  since  '^ews  there  also  deserve 
religloua  guidance  and  if  nt  frm  us,  who  else? 

8 bt  even  Augtralia  nt  too  far  away  so  that  Jews 

be  safe  frm  internal  strife:  Hirsch,  Jerus  Director 
of  WU  reported  that  nt  too  long  a^  a Ref  Day  School 
was  to  be  dedicated  in  Sydney  & Herzog  invited 

9 fought  visciously  by  ortho  & appear  reversed,  then 
reinstateT^nce  again  & when  Herzog  did  show  up  had 
2000  people  in  attendance!  Very  vital  victory  desp 
aggravation  bec  yng  Jews  nt  only  moving  to  Austr  bt 
to  NZ  as  well  & course  of  lib  Jud  in  Austr  certain!; 
will  make  its  influence  felt  in  NZ  also;  th^re  is 
the  future,  certainly  in  the  21st  cent 

0 in  all  of  these  developments  even  Israel  may  have 
to  take  second  place  in  the  decades  to  come;  it  wil 
be  a vastly  dlf f Jud,  ortho  & lib,  frm  what  we  know 
in  our  time, ־ ־irTths  country,  in  ^rope,in  Isr  today 

JU'H  • 


CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 in  listen,  to  these  reports,  &■  also  re  SAm,  see  time 
& again;  issue  is  internal,  nt  extrnal 

2 saw  it  re  Isr,  Austr  & also  SAf  altho  did  nt  take  tl 
time  to  eraph  it  thsUve  bt  we  all  recall  the  traged|^ 
within  Jud  which  calne  into  focus  via  Habbis  Weilr  &< 

3 perfct  issue  is  case  of  Shshana  Miller,  a convrtd  J 
frm  Am  whose  convrsn  nt  acceptd  by  Rel  Ministry  in  v 

4 Law  of  Return  does  permit  raising  quest  of  conv 
or  nationality,  reaffirmd  by  Pop  R^try  Law  of  1970 
yet  Int  M wantd  to  place  "conv"  on  ״ID  cards 

5 o^T  Dec.  2,  86  Isr  High  Crt  forcd  Int  M to  register 
^hoshana  Millr  as  an  Israeli,  as  a Jew  bt  ths  ruling 
now  challenged  by  ortho  coalition  & in  Knesset 

6 seeking  a Rabb  Courts  Law  to  give  ortho  rabb,  courts 
power  to  revidw  all  coiwerslons  _ perfrmd  outside  Isr 
and  ths  ne^r^r^  wouldJ^T7andle(^301el^  all 

dy  cases  without  appeala  to  civiTcrt  permitted. 

7 obv  a radical  change  in  airection  of  ortho  dominanc» 
which  wld  affect  all  lib  & conserv  institutions  & 
adherents  bth  in  Europe,  American  & othrs  parts  of 

world.  , 1 

8 in  US  ths  decision  gained  no  more  than  2 of  space 
in  NYT  bt  fr  us  Jews,  a mair  issue  a>n  internatl  lev 
and  cert  part  of  the  picture  of ׳ ״orld  Union. 

B Specific  ' ^ . 

1 caiJsee  it  was  vital  & interesting  meeting;  unfort 
Hth  more  questions  than  answers  provided 
ths  y^V.  Marc h^  fact -'^nding  toi^  tös,Brazl^  rg 

^ — ״th  perWaps  2^y^rt±c±-p\raxLst  3\1/ely  b>^on^erful 
experience  rJנ^^Tיhaps  a reWt  hy/ that  groWwhich  I 
can  then>(mveyftol^״Their\impi<essionsj0F  ^ ^ 

3 in  brief%  W^ld  UnTon  part  of  our  life,  part  of  our 
rel  bt,  as  at  home,  full  of  problems,  issues  and 
concerns.  Can  nt  solve  it  all  bt  by  listening  becm 
aware  & thus  more  sympa^etic  to  nds  of  leilow  Jews 
TrT^othr  parts  of  the  world. 

Amen. 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  J^•  16,  1987 
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«alkd  to  the  place,  a gd  i hr  at  brisk  pace,bt  no  ma 
״hat  I imagnd.  surely  nt  what  I found  & wonder  how 
many  who־Tisit  B make  ths  pilgrimage 

7 very  beautiful  area,  l.rge  lalce,  of  cj  many  ">a־״ion 

’ itself,  on  liSrtfllve 

8 ^Cm^what  set  Lck  frm  rd  & closed  off  bt  does  ^ 

^plaque-*identifying  tragedy  lin^d  **י® 

shock  to  stand  there  & to  note  its  normal! 

9 Arendt  already  phrased  it  re  '^ithman־  bmiality  ^ e 


rdinariness,  casual  elegance  of  mans! 
decided  there:  d of  millions  of  relat 
sense  of  term^very  solidly  built 
remain  fr/««^to  com^^hile  our  frag 


emain  fr/««^to  com^M^רile  our 
ource  of  str  and  li f 


& SG-ITIG  hGrG• 

& Ik  what  was  decided  tl 
nt  a S in  our  sense  of 
probably  will  remain  fr 
booth  remains  source  of 
SYNAGOGUES 

more  re  Set  & what  they 


B SYNACUOUi^a ־ ך,  c _s״ 

1 more  re  Set  & what  they  rep;  perhaps  most  obv 
״r^hLe  are  found  in  diff  parts  of  the  world. 

2 bt  acain,  a eontradict  inherent  the  e as  wth  i 
self:  that  ths  frail  bth  can  be  so  sturdy 

ר so  also  wth  byn:  wherever  we  Iked,  wherever  we  ג n 
^ tLre  w־L  people  wth  protecting  the  He  of  ^ 

and  it  was  a frightening  sight 

4 am  referring  to  recent  trip  where  re« 

u,1!,mach  on  guard!  friends  now  spk  of  oyn  in  IJst,  rec 

frm  our  frips  wth  Cong,  re  “'‘i ,,.tf "ha 

a host  of  places  where  feeling־  * 

evt  must  protect  its  citlions'  right  of  worship. 

5 it  extends  further  even  than  Syn ; in  Israel  ^ 

reclu  how  the  most  holy,  ־aerd  places  by 

Eunsjbe  these  X,  Mos  or  J sanctuaries  of  the  spiri 

6 Ind  therein,  of  c,  lies  f ® ״urvivtl 
inherent  in  the  Succoh:  fraxl  yet  fit 

open  to  the  elements  yet  of  basic  s^^rength,  vuln^^ 
to  forces  of  nature  yet  enclosing  ^ ^ 

cal  entity  yet  identified  with  the  spirit, 

7 ris  of  pLL,  prayer,  meditation  ^ 

spirituality  being  kept  safe  by  the  ® 

struction,  guarded  by  the  antithesis  of  ^^at  im 

ulies  nitting  bullets  vs  prayers,  life  vs  deatn 

Ts-  gatn’  a Succoh  of  the  spirit,  a Succoh  of  a physic 
r s!?״״  the  Syn  in  so  many  diff  parts  of  the  world 
׳־  & ye^’sO  fraS'e,  so  tenuous,  so  vulnerable  a־  we 

9 b^stfuf  d«p?n  Tt  r״rw:"^ive  survived  -1  even 

^ flourish״/-^ - -ץ״/־ - .׳r1/:aS1\״r 
our  day,  despite  the  dangers,  as 
ancestors  Journeyed  through  deser 
O paradox  of  ^uccoh  has  not  changed  to  ths  very  ay 


ז 


the  desk  of 

iW/t:  ^־־/''^  V (^  yt  l,lcy\^^  ' _^- 

t^ii,  fV|^ 

- /׳ י ■,/■־^  L-׳  Tz״^ 


5־iKL־ 


yCt-v(^  ׳^  ^yxjL-^^xJls^yj \ \ ‘ ^7"^ י ^ ׳ 

י־‘ י" ^^^ 


—־ ל^  " ULJ^  ׳ ־ r!  ׳vc^j-N^ 

. y/  ^ ,04^'^י ' ^־יי 

^ 4U..  ,£־ji  , . 


7 _ vlM  y ^ / , 

c־^/  ^ vy  ^ atw 


From  the  desk  of 


RX.L. 

t ‘״'fc*?  ^״״* ׳ יז^ ' 

!c  0.L  14■^  ^ -^»', «ן  <;  i״־t-׳/ 

^iiscrSd ^דך 5:1׳די״-^ג־  nZ‘ 

K ;״״»״  Frt-v  fe  Iwc-  •■ . j>״ 

c^M'  ji  1,1'/ 

^jUUUi^  W״'^''^/׳^ 

JG/  . ^ L ÜXA-Vf  7 ד , ״. / ״//^ 


WU׳^  t 


7 


Vi  Vft  * / ^ \/JiSLjS  , 


la  ^uj  ui(  ^ ־ 

Ö cJ  _ ,..:>J, 


״ Vu/VAA  V^^'V  , (1  "gu^  i/'׳  t . 

,  7 ך^.  w^!  i / 

£LC,j^/a^ 

t \a  «-י~*-»■'  r\  r '!<  ־ 


^ n ׳ 

^ V |£_ג )  7  u^\ץ^ ף 


ve  want  to  present  2nd  in  series  of  ^prin 
s on  person  and  wor^of  grt  comment:  Rash 
an  abbrev  fr  R,  Shiomo  b Yitzchok;  he  ivd 
andpnto  early  12th  cent  in  s,  Fr,  specif 
was  a majr  centr  fr  commerce  & esp  fr  wi 
eries  of  lect  on  ths  indiv  are  loosely  ba 
bsra  Shereshevsky  "Rs  The  Man  & His  Worl 


A XIAN  WORLD 

1 Jews  of  Troyes  Ivd  life  free  of  persec  at  that  time 
altho,  of  c,  by  no  means'*  free**  as  we  know  the  term; 
Ivd  in  ghettoes,  cld  only  be  in  cert  proff,  had  to 
wear  distinctive  garb,  •״ere  subject  to  conv  sermons 

2 “t  at  that  time,  at  least,  no  pogrms  tojcill  them! 
istill,  being  in  close  commercial  cont ac^7"“areas  of 
dispute  & challenge,  of  diff  customs  & laws  & this 
often  cause  of  friction  re  verbal  polemics 

3 and  we  nt  speaking  of  simple*^gots  either;  as  we 
know  that  R gr-son  knew  Latin,  so  sev  of  the  ^ theol 
and  heads  of  disputations,  knew  ^^b  bee  they  wanted 
to  be  familiar  wth  the  source,  some^en  knew  R comm. 


ii 

5 & while  by  many  these  yrs  = Dark  Ages,  some  theol 
knew  nt  only  Heb,  Latin  of  c,  bt  Grk  as  well  and  as 
knowledge  grew,  so  also  interp  of  text  & disputes. 


B TEXT 

1  Jews  in  those  yrs  did  nt  only  have  to  cope  wth^  Xj^ 
interp, of  thr  T text  bt  wth  converts  as 

Ü wיז ו w ״Jtjraiire  01 81 ׳ 
Ji^  one  grp  always  sought  to  outdo  the  othr 

2Atake  fr  ex  a simple  & innocuous  example:  Ps  98 :8( on 
p.  121f)  ■te*  saa  BAt-enelon . ra  Betula/ 

K^r  anothr  simple  issue:  whethr  "king"  re  X or  Gd 

3 might  seem  trivial  to  us  bt  cld  be,  in  llth  cent,  a 
mattr  of  life/d  & fear  among  Jews  & rabbis  who  had 
to  answer  for  community,  Rashi  g^^ppo^rtd  r interp 

^ much  more  sejri_ous  issue  re  "Sing  unto  Lord  new  s 
as-well  ’as  "SuTf ~ servant"  & Avhat  these  mean  (p,  120/2 

4 these  nt  li^ht  matters  & must  be  seen  as  such;  easy 

fr  us  to  sTirug  them  aside  bt  to  be  burnd  at  stake  no 

light  conseq  if  nt  able  to  answer  in  depth  & even 
then,  if  answer  nt  pleas  to  inquis,  conv  or  d 

C JE\fISH  A'rriTUDES 

1 bt  as  we  spk  re  Rashis  comment  & help  to  populace  JS« 

X world,  he  also  had  to  dl  wth  J gwi s h world  & its  ^ 

2 fr  ex,  scholars  of  his  time  had  totally  diff  attitud 
tow  T on  one  hand  & Talm  on  othr;  former  stood  still 
and  cld  nt  be  changed  wheAeas  interp  of  text  of  Tain 
much  more  flexible  and  open  to  question. 

3 at  1st,  of  c,  only  written  word  countd/&  oral  trad 

fr  the  moment  only;  however,  wth  & latr  Bar  R 

attitudes  changd  fr  fear  of  ^ all  written  down 

4 bt  ths  nt  as  simple  as  might  so  und : -Lrad  •Mur  weiitur 
itrHr  scribes  wba,  being  human,  made  mil^stakes  and  wth 
parchment  being  ex^ei^ive  easier  to  kp  mistake  than 
to  rewrite  bee  erasure  permitted  in  saerd  text, 

5 one  of  grt  aspects  of  Rashi  = he  admi^  mi^st^es:his 
own  & those  of  text  & still  retains  faith  bt,  of  c, 
if  two  equally  import  authorities  contradict  (t#  othr: 
earlier  refrain:  these  & these  words  of  Liv  Gd 

6 while  some  see  T & T mostly  as  Law,  R saw  it  as  a 
vay  of  life;  when  choice  betw  lenient  & harsh  interp 
chose  leniency  bee  felt  that  law  vital  only  if  cld  ן 
be  obeye^7*"to  live  by  them"  = basic  concept  fr  Rash 

7 more,  many  say  ^ hat  had  it  nt  been  fr  R,  Talm  wld 
have  been  forgotten  in  Israel  & perhaps  truth  bee  R 
made  trad  ^pertinent  an^ understandable  & thus  cld  nt 
be  ignored  eithr  then  or  by  observant  Jews  today, 

8 perhaps  best  summd  up  wth  quote  frm  Hialik,  foremost 
Heb  poet  of  ths  century:  page  137• 


CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 a diffic  if  ntjalways  a life-threatening  time  fr  Jws 

ק&  they  needed  to  understand  text  of  thr  tradition  j 
many  texts  bee  many  copyists;  to  be  a scribe 
man  of  grt  honor  & prominence  bec  at  veiry  least  he 
cld  read  & write  , 

3  bt  aftr  a while  such  a profusion  of  documents,  new  , 
text  on  pain  of  excom  bec  othr  comment  wrote  within  ! 
text  whei eas  Rashi  always  on  outside  so  he  was  readi 
ly  seen  and  comprehended 

4  when  didnt  know  interp  he  said  so  bt  more  often  thar 
not,  he  added  insight  as  well  as  ethic  teaching  to  ׳ 
V— -his  role  as  a scholar 

5  and  to  understand  scope  of  his  work,  he  commented  , 
expl  & wrote  on  all  bks  of  T & T;  enough  work  f r _mr 
tljain  one  life  tinie^espec  since  he  also  a vintner  P 
B Specific 

1 bt  with  it  all,  in  terms  of  expl,  we  gain  insight  in 
to  how  people  lived  in  those  yrs  & what  their  worry 
^ next  mo,  more  personal  concerns  bt  ths  mo  the  public 
issues  a®  simple  as  survival  or  d at  hands  of  X who^ 
of  c,  had  to  prove  the  superiority  of  thr  faith  ^ 

3 if  text  ”sing  a new  song”  ~nt  just  llte  'al  bt  "theol, 

_ of  over  Jud—  these  issues  of  contention  pursued 
J community  at  all  times,  really  into  modern  Lmanc 
Lra  and  in  some  fundamentalist  quarters  to  this  day. 
4 R,  in  br^f , made  trad^ 6י^14־« ז  fr  this^  we  are 

grateful  to  this  very 


(i  fr  thiSy  we  are 


י^Y 


Amen. 


Heb.  Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Feb  13,  198? 
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chambers.  With  her  mother  still  in  Budapest,  Ghana  was 
obsessed  with  being  a part  of  the  rescue  effort.  She  led  a 
group  across  the  border  into  Hungary  but  was  caught  almost 
immediately.  Although  she  spent  months  in  prison,  she  did 
meet  her  mother  again  and  knew  of  her  brother’s  safe  arrival 
in  Palestine.  She  was  executed  on  November  7, 1944,  as  one 
of  the  last  acts  of  revenge  by  a frustrated  Nazi  administration 
which  could  not  quell  the  defiant  spirit  of  Hungarian  and 
Jewish  patriots.  Ghana  became  a martyr;  she  was  twenty-three 
years  old. 

This  is  ^e  story  in  very  brief  outline.  Peter  Ray  has 
written  this  biography  in  a clear  and  exhilarating  manner  so 
that  we  come  to  know  and  like  this  young  girl  who  truly 
embodied  the  spirit  of  Zionism,  of  the  pioneers  who  forged 
the  foundation  of  modem  Israel.  Linked  to  the  obvious  story 
are  the  tale  of  Raul  Wallenberg,  the  Brand-Kastner  controver- 
sy,  much  of  the  historical  data  concerning  American  and 
British  intrigues  as  to  the  rescue  of  Jews,  the  history  of 
Herzl’s  movement,  as  well  as  Ghana’s  poems,  excerpts  from 
her  letters  and  diaries,  and  results  of  innumerable  interviews, 
all  woven  together  into  the  fabric  of  a life  which  was  all  too 
brief. 

When  Ghana’s  body  was  returned  to  Israel  for  suitable 
burial,  it  was  received  by  the  great  leaders  of  the  State;  she 
was  recognized  as  a modem  Esther.  Both  of  these  women  are 
linked  by  a single  question:  how  much  difference  can  one 
person  make  in  the  life  of  a people,  a nation,  a faith?  The 
answer  is  part  of  history;  in  the  example  of  Ghana  Szenes,  the 
focus  of  our  concern  lies  with  the  thought  that  even  if  we 
cannot  succeed  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  try  our  best.  On  that 
level  we/Ghana  find  ftilfillment.  Mr.  Hay’s  book  brings  this 
point  vividly  to  life. 

ROBERT  L.  LEHMAN,  New  York  City. 


(which  began  in  June,  1922)  and  the  price  it  extracted,  not 
only  at  the  time  but  in  the  disturbingly  unsure  emotional  and 
political  legacy  of  succeeding  generations. 

The  plot  centers  around  Sr.  Judith  Glancy,  professed 
“against  her  will”  and  shut  away  in  a teaching  order’s  convent 
for  fifty-five  odd  years  to  be  sure  she  keeps  her  mouth  shut 
The  time-line  is  1979,  but  time  to  Sr.  Judith  has  a way  of 
slipping  back  into  the  March  of  1922  and  the  events  surround- 
ing  the  death  of  Irish-American  Republican  hero.  Sparky 
Driscoll,  said  to  have  been  murdered  by  Orangemen.  Sr. 
Judith’s  order  has  been  “secularized”  to  preach  the  Gospel’s 
message  by  serving  Dublin’s  poor.  Great-aunt  Sr.  Judith  finds 
herself  “released”  to  her  nephew  whose  wife  is  then  stuck 
with  .what  to  do  with  her.  What  political  secret  does  she  have 
buried  deep  within  her  brain  impaired  by  shock  treatments 
undergone  as  a young  woman?  Who  cares,  anyway,  after  fifty- 
five  years? 

The  answer  links  the  Ireland  of  1979  to  the  Troubles  of 
the  1920’s.  At  the  heart  of  it  is  American  money,  then  and 
now,  financing  revolution  and  counter-revolution.  The  result 
is  a clash  of  values.  American  culture  and  experience  lack  an 
understanding  of  historical  Irish  deprivation  of  body  and 
soul.  Americans  tend  to  believe  that  money  can  solve  any 
problem.  The  American  dream  makes  it  deceptively  easy  to 
become  unknowingly  Pharisaical:  “I  worked  hard;  I earned 
my  money;  I deserve  that  money;  the  cause  1 uphold  is 


Hay,  Fteter 

Ordinary  Heros:  Ghana  Szenes  and  the 
Dream  of  Zion 
Putnam,  271p.,  $22.50 
ISBN:  0-399-13152-3 

This  book  tells  the  story  of  a very  special  woman,  Ghana 
Szenes.  She  came  from  the  assimilated  background  of  Hun- 
garian  Jewry;  she  lived  in  Budapest  where  one  quarter  of  the 
populatiwi,  in  1937,  was  Jewish.  It  was  a happy,  safe,  and 
good  childhood  but  the  lengthening  shadows  of  Nazism  were 
not  to  be  denied  and  the  news  from  Gentral  Europe  was 
ominous.  Zionism,  founded  by  Theodor  Herzl,  himself  born 
in  Budapest,  became  an  ever  more  meaningful  alternative, 
especially  for  Hungarian  Jewish  youth;  Ghana,  in  1939,  was 
one  of  the  first  to  emigrate,  on  her  own,  out  of  idealism  and  a 
sense  of  conviction,  leaving  her  mother  and  brother  behind. 
The  brother,  Gyuri,  would  soon  make  his  way  to  southern 
France  and,  after  many  adventures,  also  come  to  Palestine  at 
the  precise  moment  when  his  sister  was  scheduled  for  her 
mission;  brother  and  sister  saw  each  other  for  only  one  day. 
Mother  and  son  did  not  meet  again  until  after  the  war. 

Ghana’s  mission  grew  out  of  a desire  to  do  more  than 
work  on  a Kibbutz  while  European  Jewry  was  being  deci- 
mated.  Together  with  a group  of  like-minded  men,  she  joined 
a detachment  of  British  soldiers  and  was  trained  to  parachute 
into  Europe  with  a goal  that  became,  in  time,  a political 
double-edged  sword;  to  help  British  airmen  downed  in  oc- 
cupied  territory  make  their  w^  back  home  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  guide  Jews  out  of  this  holocaust  area.  Ghana,  as  the 
only  woman  of  the  group,  fought  against  almost  insurmount- 
able  odds  to  be  included  but  was  the  first,  finally,  to  jump  into 
Yugoslavia.  The  rescue  mission  had  become  more  compli- 
cated  in  the  intervening  years  as  Germany  occupied  Hungary 
in  1944  and  immediately  began  to  transport  Jews  to  the  gas 


O’Faolain,  Julia 
No  Gountry  For  Young  Men 
Garroll  & Graf,  369p.,  $19.00 
ISBN:  0-88184-297-4 

In  No  Country  for  Young  Men,  Julia  O’Faolain  un- 
leashes  the  full  fury  of  her  Irishness.  Both  as  an  individual 
and  in  communion  with  the  nation,  she  writes  ftom  an 
existentialist  reality  which  has  no  answers  for  personal  or 
political  problems;  but  she  offers  up  a scathing  honesty  which 
is  achieved  by  a truly  fine  and  merciless  detachment  in 
assessing  past  and  present  Irish  political  problems  and  a 
humor  which  is  at  times  deprecating  but  always  incisive.  In 
suggesting  that  a limited  gene  pool  is,  indeed,  a significant 
factor  in  shaping  Irish  perceptions  of  self,  the  nation,  and  the 
world,  O’Faolain ’s  detachment  and  humor  merge.  How  else 
can  the  reader  evaluate  O’Faolain’s  notes  on  the  mongoloid- 
type  children  in  the  Irish  countryside  kept  and  reared  at  home 
and  on  the  Irish  genetic  propensity  for  bad  teeth?  Or  one  of 
the  main  characters  of  this  novel,  Grainne  O’Malley,  marry- 
ing  a first  cousin  and  then  later  having  an  affair  with  another 
c-o-u-s-i-n? 

Julia  O’Faolain’s  writing  style  shows  both  a striking 
constraint  of  plot  and  an  economy  of  prose  which  capture  in  a 
novel  what  volumes  of  historical  documentation  and  analysis 
could  not  match  in  terms  of  the  horror  of  the  Irish  Givil  War 
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Second  Vice  President 
Secretary/Treasurer. . 


PARENTS'  ASSOCIATION 


Officers 


Presidium Mrs.  Sonya  S.  Hartog 

Mrs.  Ruth  Wertheimer 

Vice  President Mrs.  Lilli  Friedman 

Treasurer  for  Life Mr.  Eugene  Hamburger 

Associate  Treasurer Mrs.  Hannah  Eisner 

School  Committee:  Mrs.  Laura  Altschuler,  Mr. 
Richard  Feist,  Mr.  Charles  Friedman,  Mrs.  Traude 
Hamburgh,  Mrs.  Sonya  Hartog,  Cantor  Frederick  C. 
Herman,  Mrs.  Sheila  Klein,  Mrs.  Ursula  Kohlmann, 
Rabbi  Robert  L.  Lehman,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Maier,  and 
Mr.  Mordecai  Rosenfeld. 

SINGLES  GROUP 

Officers 


Ms.  Linda  Hirsch 
Mr.  Don  Isler 
...Mr.  Don  Isler 

YOUTH  GROUP 


Co- Presidents 
Treasurer. . . . 


Officers 

President...., Ms.  Bunny  Herskovlts 

Youth  Group  Advisor ..Ms.  Mlchal  Shekel 

Student  Rabbi 

Youth  Group  Committee  Chairman: 

Mr.  Charles  Friedman 

PLEASE  NOTE:  All  of  our  Affiliate  Groups,  Sister- 
hood.  Men's  Club,  Parents'  Association,  Singles 
Group,  Youth  Group  and  Family  Chavurah  have  full 
schedules  of  activities.  Please  call  us  for  more 
detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  Group  that 
suits  your  needs.  (568-8304) 
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INTRODUCTION 
A General 

1 ths  is  eve  of  our  annual  Install  ^erv  and  will  retr1| 
to  that  thdme  in  due  time  bt  1st:  spk  to  u ve  movie 

2 it  mavnt  be  beat  & cert  nt  quickest  way  to  dÄk  ütf 


׳ x v n1«־y  no  ub  uea״  vex  !/  x!»■׳  t^u-xv.  w w ■x x a aä  ״ v 

installation  bt  does  seljve  as  poin^  lesson 

Specific 

1 am  refer  to  movie  which  is  beg  to  gathr  many  a^r(^ 

and  is»e^itled  ’*Platoon";  much  publicity  bee  ^jn•  ^ 
u I I j 1 1 1 *־וז ו ־ & h^^  ^me  special  ch,r,racerizatns 

2 film  even  receivd  /jjfdyiVamo»  bee  of  its  preparatiorj 
in  that  the  writer/direcgor  tk  large  grp  of  men  to 
isolated  place  to  train  them  in  a ■s'l.feMritX&n  very 
close  to  actual  combat  warfare 

3 Platoon  = VNam  experience  of  a grp  of  men;  partic  1 
^gan  |Whq  spends  just  abt  a year•  in  combat  area;  he 

•^*SWTxon  as  an  idealistic  yth  & Ivs  ^oreveö  scarrectV  ^ 
nt  so  much  by  phys  wounds  bt  by  the  borr^  of'  it  alL 

4 they  say  that  ths  film  and  the  earlier  bk  by  Michael! 
Herr  "Dispatches"  are  the  definitive  express  of  VNwr, 


B 


BODY 

A PLATOON 

1 wth  all  of  the  adV׳^d  all  of  the  descriptive  materl 
available.  & bee  want  to  be  in  the  know  re  what  is 
happening^  in  the  cultural  or  Id  of  our  time,  saw  Pit] 

2 in  my  view,  &-ths  a/.v^ry  personl  expression,  feel  it’ 


11 

8 it  is  a lit  & fig  "overkill"  & in  such  obv  contrast 
to  "All  Quiet"  where  a single  bxUlet  snuffing  out 
the  life  of  a single  soldidr«*«׳  moment  of  truce 
does  more  to  indict  the  cause  of  war  than  the 

noise  and  horr’or׳־־and  terror  ^e  see  in  contemp  film. 

tha^is  the  lesson  in  all  of  this;  what  does  it  hav< 
to  do  wth  a service  of  installation  in  a Synagogu^ 

• am  nt  really  speakng  re  movie;  m nt  film  critic 

״ bt  v/snt  to  emph  pt:  everything  tha 

is  loud  or  even  vocal  or  full  of  aTTentn-getting  de- 

Vices  or  full  of  sound  and  fury  is  

, It  mlt?r  of  fact,  t»  sound  a clich־־  («?t^rTSL־ 
bestV^  an  ovejkfenndance  is  nt  nec  gd  o^valid 
+ ±l  ±l  ths  applic  to  our  byn  & our  l±Mps 

^ ^ . world  is  full  of  sound  & fury  signifying 
nothing,  evil  grabs  the  headlines,  noise  draws  at tei 
ti'S^Tand  gore  & grime  of  bid  always  in  ficus  of  TV 

5 tttleTthe  qulef  a.,d  the  decent  and  the  honorable 

iH^n  left  by  wayside^ignored/bec  no  attention 

being  paid,  bee  belief  in  man  ^t  reaffirmed. 

6 bt  that  is  precisely  our  task  here  & it  is  our  duty 

in  tTT^  quiet  of  ths  Hs  of  Gd  and  in  the  pc  & quiet^ 
of  our  relationships  as  a rel  community,  as  a cong^ 
to  reaffirm  what  we  represent  despite  the  noise^d 
clajo^riT  for  attention  in  world  of  daily  life.  . 

7 by^^nersing  ourselves  in  behalf  of  the  ^o^nele.ss  & 
hLg^  and  needy,  by  providing  a place  of  sociabililj 

for  the  lonely  of  o״r  area,  by  ^ 

instead  of  treating  them  as  senile  ^ 

ttrLgthening  the  tentative  approaches  of  yth  in^td 

o^fe! ling  tLeatened  by  t hr  ythful  audacity 

8 by  Visiting  lo^rl  ro^:?ra^ger 

:1r1iv״־II  III  midlt  bu«^ay  yet  become  our  friend 
q therefore,  in  the  small  gesture,  the  qiUet  approach 
^ Ilrleloi  message  ■?ather  than  the  blaring ״ ״i־־;!" 
all  o^hese  ways  we  can  make  our  presence  ^®^.t  ^ 

T our  voices  heard.  Progress  & fulfl 

r It  always  to’the  liud  & obvious  bt  c^,  just  as  we, 

come  to  the  understated  and  the  re^e  ^ 


is  ־ths  is  tr^of  indlj^^  Illllfl 

for  i°imlressl^mich  c haract  our  coratm 


we  hQ^  dear  & impress10״a  

Cl  NCLUSIUN 

\ !rirL  ths  setting  & context  that  we  have  asked 
^ our  heads  of  Affil  Grps  to  sit  on  pulpt^  as  well 

2 it^is^in  sense  of  ^uiet  accompls^ment  that  we  ought 


to  imderstand  and  apprec  our  work 

guided  by  LINE 

HIUbCH  & Du.\ALD  IbLER  who  will  one  day  take  reins  & 
even  now,  as  our  Pres  said  at  cong  meet;  citing  so 
many  of  our  yng  people  already  active . who  r th  fntT•» 

^ *'"?׳יי  Ch 

Hartg,  Jn  Taub  to  mentn  the  obv 
4^^rep  tbs  eve  by  which  quietly  wrks  yr  by  yr 

xr  gd  of  ch  wth  no  imraed  discemable  results  bt  in- 


״ ui»t־ei־naD1e  results  bt  in-  I 

vestfljnt  inPattitude  of  ch  fr  yrs  to  come  ^ 

5 ^ rep  by  Dr.  MARbO  who  quietly  kept  insisting  on 
4 inclinator  & as  being  used  now  even  more 

^ & no  infirm  indiv  nd  be  kept  frm  our  ^anct 

rep  by  RENY  SMERKA  ,,ho  have  been  phenom  in  thr 
^^v  to  «&  support  of  our  HT;  in  thr  steady,  untiring 
\4.0rk  on  our  behalf  we  have  come  to  attain  a position 
P^®”*i11ence ; we  wld  nt  be  same  without  their  help 

7 &,  finally,  of  c,  one  more  word  re  our  Pres,  Mr,  Kol 
who  nt  wth  us  bee  of  his  demand  travl  schedule;  he 
has  t)een^a^  leader  ^,fullest  sensr*^  we  fortunate  to 
have  his  s^rit , his  foresight  in  our  midst; 

said;-!^^/>  ^ !,  • pray  he  returns  in  peace 

3 bPEcific  ^ 

1 so  then,  a place  of  ^uj^  and  still  of  accompli shmen 

2 may  nt  be  loctd  on  east  side,  in  60s, 70s  or  80s  nor 
have  unlim  resources  at  our  command,  nor  be  heard  in 
full  volume  in  news  media  bt  still  thnk  we  did  w^! 

3 ths  our  80th  yr  of  life;  aftr  initial  yrs  in  Ha^Te^i 
always  on  uppr  West  side  & in  covirse  of  time,  in  our 
own  quiet  yet  dignified  manner,  we  made  an  impre^n 
and  our  name  stands  fr  honor  and  respect 

4 it  is  ths  precious  heritage  we  pass  on  to  offic  on 
pulpit  & to  all  officers  & Brd  memb  listed  on  progXm 
as  we  Ik  to  yr  ahead  and  ask  them  all  to  rise  fr  bis 


־11 

V׳.4; 
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Annual  Installation  Service 


Greeley  has  written  highly  readable  bcxjks;  this  is  not  one. 

(MSGR.)  FRANCIS  X.  BARRETT,  Allentown.  Pennsyl- 
vania,  late  ofNCEA,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Griffin,  William 

Clive  Staples  Lewis:  A Dramatic  Life 
Harper  & Row  (SF),  524p.,  $24.95 
ISBN:  0-06-250352-9 

William  Griffin,  the  American  editor  for  the  English 
literary  scholar  and  Christian  novelist  and  essayist  C.  S. 
Lewis,  has  written  an  introductory  biography,  a chronological 
sampling  of  an  academic  and  personal  existence.  He  intro- 
duces  us  to  Lewis  as  “Jack,”  the  son  of  an  Irish  barrister, 
wounded  infantry  officer  in  World  War  I,  householder,  broth- 
er  to  an  alcoholic,  afflicted  support  to  an  adopted  stepmother 
for  many  years,  BBC  broadcaster,  and  platonic  husband  to  an 
American  poet  dying  of  cancer.  We  know  C.  S.  Lewis  the 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  don,  the  brilliant  medieval  scholar, 
the  classic  nineteenth-century  professorial  “type,”  and,  most 
familiarly,  the  purveyor  of  Christian  ideas  on  God,  decencies, 
the  conscience,  and  Western  traditions  in  The  Screwtape 
Letters  and  the  Perelandra  science-fiction  novels.  Here  was 
morality  without  pomposity,  a relentless  search  for  an  ethical 
life  without  the  infections  of  modernity — the  modernity  of 
jargon,  intellectual  fad,  and  the  spiritual  impoverishings  of 
urban,  industrial,  and  anonymous  life. 

Griffin  acknowledges  this  central  perception,  and  sets 
out  to  show  the  reader  the  life  which  spawned  Lewis’  Chris- 
tianity,  the  daily  existence  which  alternately  made  and  broke 
his  peace  with  God,  society,  and  language.  The  definitive 
critical  biography  of  his  literary  and  moral  works  is  left  to  a 
specialist  while  Mr.  Griffin  gives  us  a life,  culled  from 
primary  sources.  It  is  his  purpose  to  arouse  the  reader’s 
curiosity  and  to  send  him  to  Lewis’  own  books  to  meet  the 
man  directly,  and  there  he  succeeds. 

How  Lewis  achieved  his  religious  conclusions  and  at- 
tempted  to  lead  a Christian  life  within  a medieval  and 
symbolic  comprehension  of  religion  in  post-war  Britain  is 
both  a cheering  and  wrenching  story.  The  combination  of  a 
full  academic  career  and  pilgrimage  for  a man  ill  at  ease  in  the 
twentieth  century  piques  the  curiosity.  Why  did  Lewis  be- 
come  a Christian  years  after  The  Great  War?  How  could  he 
combine  an  insistence  upon  religious  hierarchy  and  tradition 
with  literary  insouciance?  We  milst  read  Lewis  for  the  an- 
swers.  His  apparent  composure  in  morals  and  literature  was 
hard-won,  not  the  calmness  of  a prig  sheltered  from  life 
within  a University.  He  possessed  imagination  and  orig- 
inality  and,  like  his  friend  J.  R.  R.  Tolkien,  was  adept  at 
children’s  fiction  as  well  as  “serious  writing.”  It  is  part  of 
Lewis’  charm  and  complexity  that  he  said  that  writing 
children’s  fiction  and  conveying  an  idea  simply  was  far 
harder,  and  even  more  important,  than  being  “serious.”  A 
literary  critic,  Lewis  told  Kingsley  Amis  in  1962  that  litera- 
ture  had  replaced  religion:  “It  has,  and  it’s  taken  on  all  the 
features  of  bitter  persecution,  great  intolerance  and  traffic  in 
relics.  All  literature  becomes  a sacred  text.”  The  man’s 
insights  live.  Mr.  Griffin  has  served  him  well. 

JANINE  C.  HARTMAN,  Columbia  College,  Chicago,  II- 

linois. 

Jerusalem  Post,  The 

Anatoly  and  Avital  Shcharansky:  The 
Journey  Home 

Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  317p.,  $15.95 
ISBN:  0-15-106670-1 

Those  who  feel  that  the  story  of  Anatoly  and  Avital 
Shcharansky  is  merely  a tale  of  two  people  finding  each  other. 


other  girls.  Repeatedly  Kitty  complained  that  Helen  was 
unattractive,  awkward,  and  lacking  in  feminine  skills  and  thus 
would  have  trouble  finding  a husband.  Kitty  also  disdained 
Helen’s  intellectual  interests  and  kept  harping,  along  with 
others,  about  Helen’s  poor  posture.  At  times  Helen  started  to 
half-believe  she  was  deformed.  What  helped  Helen  cope  with 
all  this  was  her  lack  of  interest  in  getting  married.  Instead,  she 
wanted  to  become  clever  and  have  a career.  She  also  found 
solace  in  religion. 

To  make  Helen  more  marriageable,  Kitty  placed  her  in  a 
boarding  school,  the  Fieldend.  This  proved  psychologically 
and  intellectually  stifling  for  Helen.  She  just  didn’t  fit  in.  She 
liked  poetry,  not,  as  did  the  other  girls,  netball.  She  was 
preoccupied  with  death.  She  faked  a suicide  attempt.  There 
were  other  incidents.  Thus,  she  was  labeled  “nasty”  and 
“unhealthy.”  Above  all  there  was  loneliness.  Helen  wrote. 

It  wouldn’t  be  so  dreadful  being  lonely  if  you 
could  only  be  lonely  alone.  Only  Fieldend 
wouldn’t  let  you  be  alone  . . . Walks  were  the 
worst ...  We  were  passed  through  the  front  gate 
in  couples.  I used  to  envy  the  animals  on  the  Ark 
who  had  always  someone  to  walk  with.  I never 
had. 

This  book  ends  abrupdy  with  Helen’s  transfer  to  a 
finishing  school  in  Paris  which  is  considerably  different  from 
Fieldend  and  where  she  appears  to  make  a much  happier 
adjustment.  Yet  the  reader  is  left  with  the  impression  that 
there  is  something  “unhealthy”  about  even  the  best  of 
boarding  schools. 

EVE  SIMSON,  Springfield,  Virginia. 

Greeley,  Andrew 
Confessions  of  a Parish  Priest 
Simon  & Schuster,  507p.,  $18.95 
ISBN:  0-671-61084-8 

This  is  a very  difficult  book  to  read.  It  is  basically  a dull 
book,  and  that  is  a shame  and  a surprise  because  Father 
Greeley  is  anything  but  a dull  person.  One  problem  is  the 
extensive  manner  in  which  he  analyzes  his  previous  books:  it 
is  almost  as  if  he  is  ^ing  to  include  in  his  autobiography  a 
synopsis  of  everything  he  has  ever  written.  The  defense  of 
his  novels  is  frequent  and  boring. 

The  book  is  filled  with  repetitive  paragraphs  which 
reveal  to  us  the  deep  hurts  inflected  upon  Fr.  Greeley  in  his 
lifetime.  There  are  numerous  references  to  Cardinal  Bemar- 
din  which  show  real  sadness  that  their  relationship  has 
soured.  Fr.  Greeley  is  constantly  putting  down  priests,  mak- 
ing  the  entire  clergy  of  the  United  States  appear  envious  of  Fr. 
Greeley.  Throughout  the  book,  he  criticizes  the  University  of 
Chicago  and  its  sociology  department  for  its  refusal  to  grant 
^ him  tenure  on  the  faculty.  From  experience,  this  reviewer 

knows  Fr.  Greeley  is  prone  to  strike  out  rapidly  at  real  or 
1 imagined  slights.  Any  criticism  constitutes  total  (and  unwar- 

ranted)  rejection  in  his  eyes.  His  thin  skin  is  clearly  revealed 
I when  he  takes  time  and  space  to  analyze  the  often  quoted  (and 

humorous)  phrase,  “Andy  Greel^  never  had  an  unpublished 
thought,”  instead  of  laughing  at  it  all  the  way  to  the  bank.  His 
conclusion  reveals  a lot  about  him;  such  a comment,  he  says, 
reveals  the  “small  mind”  of  the  one  who  made  it. 

To  say  that  this  book  reveals  Fr.  Greeley  as  one  pos- 
sessed  of  an  enormous  ego  is  to  be  guilty  of  understatement. 
His  introduction  even  anticipates  negative  reviews  and  puts 
them  down. 

Fr.  Greeley  concludes  by  noting  that  this  is  Volume  I.  If 
there  is  a Volume  II  (and  who  can  doubt  there  will  be)  let  us 
I hope  it  is  shorter,  more  cohesive,  and  more  interesting.  Andy 
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this  book  has  the  material  that  best-sellers  are  made  of. 

Most  people  over  thirty  know  about  Joe.  Considering  . 
that  he  wore  leg  braces  when  young,  didn’t  finish  high  school,  \ 
and  refused  to  become  a part  of  the  family  fishing  business, 
fate  was  indeed  kind  to  this  shy  Italian.  For  baseball  fans,  a 
“flock  of  statistics’’  and  numerous  ethnic  tales  are  included. 

His  importance  to  the  Yankees  is  attested  to  by  their  World 
Series  victories  in  his  first  four  seasons.  His  importance  to 
baseball  is  shown  by  his  selection  as  Most  Valuable  Player 
two  of  the  three  years  between  1939  and  1941. 

The  question  of  Joe’s  concern  for  the  game  of  baseball 
centers  around  the  validity  of  his  driving  desire  to  earn  as 
much  as  possible  for  his  outstanding  physical  talent,  a talent 
that  could  abruptly  be  ended  by  an  accident  His  seemingly 
surly  demand  for  $40,000  instead  of  the  offered  $25,000  for 
the  1938  season  did  not  please  either  the  Yankee  owner. 
Colonel  Jacob  Ruppert,  or  many  of  the  American  public  who 
might  not  earn  either  figure  in  a lifetime.  Nonetheless,  when 
he  walked  away  from  a $100,000  contract  in  1952  rather  than 
embarrass  himself  athletically,  he  won  back  many  of  his 
detractors. 

Not  very  happy  is  the  tale  of  Marilyn.  The  history  of  her 
life  is  less  accurate  than  that  of  Joe’s  because  of  her  itinerant 
childhood  in  mentally  unstable  families  and  because  she  all 
too  frequently  changed  stories.  What  once  was  recounted  as  a 
happy  experience  later  could  be  mourned  over  as  tragic  by  the 
shy  Norma  Jean  Baker  who  became  the  sex  goddess  Marilyn 
Monroe.  Using  and  being  used  are  a natural  part  of  Hoi- 
lywood’s  sex-selling  existence,  contends  Roger  Kahn,  and 
Marilyn  knew  both  sides  of  the  coin.  Because  her  escapades 
occurred  in  a less  explicit  time  than  today,  the  studios  were 
able  to  control  what  workaday  America  knew  about  her — just 
as  baseball  owners  controlled  the  press. 

In  the  hands  of  a lesser  writer  than  Roger  Kahn,  Joe  & 
Marilyn  could  have  been  a lurid,  gossipy  book.  For  the  greater 
part,  he  treats  the  lives  of  the  two  legends  objectively  without 
revealing  much  that  isn’t  already  known,  although,  as  is  to  be 
expected,  sometimes  he  includes  information  from  anony- 
mous  sources.  Perhaps  the  desire  for  substance  over  gossip 
prompted  Mr.  Kahn  to  omit  photographs,  other  than  the  large 
one  of  himself  on  the  back  cover. 

JAMES  A.  PHILLIPS  of  Overland  Park,  Kansas,  long  ago 
longed  for  the  life  of  a major  leaguer,  especially  one  well 
married. 

Kelley,  Kitty 

His  Way:  The  Unauthorized  Biography 
of  Frank  Sinatra 
Bantam  Books,  591p.,  $21.95 
ISBN:  0-553-05137-7 

In  the  early  70’s  it  was  reported  that  Frank  Sinatra 
wanted  ex-Beatle  George  Harrison,  to  write  a song  or  two  for 
him.  Harrison  made  light  of  the  request  and  nothing  ever 
came  of  the  proposed  collaboration.  In  the  80’s  Sinatra  has 
shown  himself  more  popular  than  the  Beades — indeed  has 
shown  himself  the  most  p>opular  entertainer  of  the  times.  Yet 
not  on  the  basis  of  his  music  and  certainly  not  on  the  basis  of 
his  personality  is  it  at  all  apparent  why. 

My  elderly  reladves  had  a low  opinion  of  Sinatra.  At  one 
time  in  the  early  fifties,  the  studio  men  at  Columbia  appar- 
ently  did  also.  Citing  his  abrasiveness,  they  refused  to  help  the 
faltering  vocalist  through  his  numbers.  Later,  Nelson  Riddle 
would  collaborate  with  him  to  produce  some  of  his  best 
recordings  during  what  became  known  as  the  Capitol  years. 

Yet  Sinatra  has  never  been  fully  accepted  by  the  critics,  and 
often  the  charge  is  heard  that  Riddle’s  arrangements  are  very 
artful  cover  for  someone  who  is  not  a pure  singer. 


being  separated  for  a number  of  years  and  then  reunited,  have 
been  living  on  another  planet.  The  story  of  these  two  can  be 
384  appreciated  only  if  it  is  linked  to  the  struggle  for  human  rights 
which  became  a major  factor  in  the  relationship  between  East 
and  West,  specifically  between  Russia  and  America. 

When  Anatoly  was  bom,  the  world  was  just  five  years 
away  from  Stalin’s  death  but  in  the  midst  of  the  Doctor’s  Plot 
fabricated  by  the  dictator  and  focused  with  ever  increasing 
animosity  on  the  Russian  Jew.  The  young  man,  as  well  as 
Avital,  grew  up  without  any  knowledge  of  the  Jewish  faith; 
Avital,  in  a matter  which  later  was  to  cause  her  great  com- 
plications  when  she  wanted  to  marry  Anatoly,  was  listed  by 
her  parents  for  puiposes  of  an  identity  card  with  the  ethnic 
background  of  “Russian”  rather  than  “Jewish.”  It  was  one  of 
the  few  ways  in  which  to  escape  harm  because  of  one’s 
Jewishness.  But  the  two  young  people  were  caught  up  in 
events  beyond  their  immediate  world:  the  Yom  Kippur  War, 
the  Helsinki  accord,  the  issue  of  the  “refuseniks.”  Anatoly 
became  the  spokesman  for  the  Jewish  cause  within  Russia 
and  therefore  assumed  a measure  of  importance  which  would 
bring  his  name  and  his  work  far  beyond  the  Soviet  borders.  He 
and  Avital  were  married  in  1974  on  July  4th;  she  emigrated  to 
Israel  on  July  5th.  They  did  not  see  each  other  again  for  nine 
years. 

Anatoly  was  imprisoned  in  Moscow  and  in  Siberia, 
accused  of  treason.  His  cause  became  an  international  cause 
celebre;  government  officials  in  Israel,  America,  France, 
England,  etc.,  spoke  on  his  behalf  and  it  came  to  the  point 
where  no  one  could  remain  neutral  to  the  plight  of  Anatoly.  A 
diminutive  man,  he  became  a giant  symbol  in  behalf  of  the 
cause  of  individual  freedom;  he  was  never  compromised  by 
offers  of  the  KGB  for  better  treatment.  When  he  was  finally 
permitted  to  emigrate  to  Israel,  surely  as  a response  to  world 
opinion  and  Avital’s  effort  on  his  behalf,  the  blessing  of 
welcome  recited  by  the  rabbi  contained  the  words  “who 
revivest  the  dead.” 

This  is  a paean  of  praise  in  behalf  of  the  Shcharansky 
couple;  they  worked  to  highlight  a cause  and  they  succeeded. 
The  book,  written  and  compiled  by  the  staff  of  The  Jerusalem 
Post,  tells  of  many  happenings  which  were  not  familiar  to  the 
outside  world  at  the  beginning — notably,  the  impact  of 
world  events  on  the  fortunes  of  this  one  man  and  the  in- 
fighting  within  the  Jewish  Establishment,  the  Israelis,  the 
.American  Establishment,  the  New׳  York  and  Washington 
factions. 

It  is  a fascinating  story,  told  here  with  skill  and  sympa- 
thy.  It  is  an  epic  which  almost  defies  our  comprehension:  one 
nran  took  on  the  totalitarian  state  and  persevered.  Today, 
Anatoly  (Natan  in  Israel)  and  Avital  make  their  home  in  Israel 
and  are  expecting  their  first  child.  It  has  been  a long  and 
trying,  often  desperate,  journey  from  Russia  to  the  birth  of 
this  Sabra.  We  wish  them  well;  they  are  deserving.  They  have 
demonstrated  the  power  of  an  ideal  and  what  one  person  can 
do  in  behalf  of  his  fellow  man. 

ROBERT  L.  LEHMAN,  New  York  City. 

Kahn,  Roger 

Joe  & Marilyn:  A Memory  of  Love 
Morrow,  269p.,  $16.95 
ISBN:  0-688-02517-X 

Two  of  the  all-time  greats  in  two  of  the  all-time  great 
fields.  Joe  was  to  baseball  what  Marilyn  was  to  sex.  Or  is  it 
Marilyn  was  to  sex  what  Joe  was  to  baseball?  The  problem,  as 
it  turned  out,  was  what  egocentric  Joe  was  to  Joe  and 
extroverted  Marilyn  was  to  Marilyn.  Who  was  responsible  for 
the  divorce  of  the  dream  couple  is  not  stated  but  the  evidence 
clearly  points  to  uncompromising  Joe.  No  matter,  because 
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INTRODUGT 


General 

when  began  to  announce  that  topic  fr  ths  yrs  lect- 
srmn  series  wld  be  ’*R* , amazd  that  some  did  nt  reco! 
his  name  or  what  he  represented 

am  doubly  glad  to  have  chosen  ths  topic,  2nd  F of 0 י> 
month,  Jan  May;  R = R Sh Lomo  b Yiachok 
he  Ivd  in  2nd  ^ of  11th  cent,  into  the  12th,  in  Tro 
es  in  S,  France;  his  comment  the  criteria  fr  J cult 
& learqjLng  & all  educ  Jews  at  very  least  knew  his 
comment  on^^^rah,  if  nt  on  ■*•almud  as  well 
bt  even  more  vital,  his  co  ninent  famous  & led  to  fur 
ther  cominent  by  atjleast  200  add  scholars  who  sought 
to  explain  views  of  R to  people  of^ and  lan(^ 
Specific 

what  R commentary  means,  in  simplest  terms,  is  expl 
of  the  text  for  an  understanding  in  contemp  times; 
a word  no  longer  known,  a seemingly^^T^  grammatic 
usage,  a law  or  custom  no  longer^^tfre^~*ör  revised 
and  all  taOcing  diff  countries  of  west  world  into  crii! 
sideration;  aftr  all,  the  Jud  of  Fr  £*11זר  that  o 

Ital^  & these  again  diff  frm  large  J community  now 
beginning  to  develop  in  ^pain 

s was  case  in  12th  cent,  even  more  so,^in  14 
was  affectd  by  ^lack  Plague;n!gby*QtJ;1r , 

& more  local  ctastrophes 

4 commentaries  explained  nuanctr?r-bf  text  to  ש generatij 


B 


1 


141rh 

later 


begini 
/3  as  t h ! 
^ which 


Torah  understndable  to  us,  he  vital  to 


a link  between  past  and  present* 


& bee  R made 
our  trad  and 
BODY 


5747  0 = 1039/M 


(now 


History 

R was  b in  yr  4800  of  J calend 
and  he  d in  1104  CE;  we  even  know  exact  dates,  nt 
just  yr,  out  of  a MSS  written  2 cent  aftr  his  d = 
shows  his  influence  at  that־  time  record  keeping! 
bt  there  is  anothr  aspect  to  his  date  of  d in  ths 
notei  R was  called  son  of  a "kodesh"  = euphemism  fr 
who  d "al  k HaShem"  = martyr. 


no  idea 
almost 


have 

1095 


one 


3 of  c,  if  his  f was  actually  martyrd  we 


when  & by  whom;  since  1st  6rus  nt  till 


Certain  he  was  k prior  to  that  historical  event#  | 

־(  III 1 11  ir  • , R of  c Ivd  through  1st  Cr  bt  never  mentns 

the  event  directly;  sev  indirect  ref  a®  "to  suff  of 
Jews  in  his  time  & place  bt ו ז^  direct  ref 

5 what  kind  of  a world  did  R iTTe  in  on  local  level? 

ÄS*«  Troyes  a vital  place,  cert  fr  his 

Eocatd  c 90  m ath  of  Paris,  on  trade  rt  betweeY^^^^ 
and  Nr  East;  its  fair  held  2x  a yr  & very  cosmopolt] 

6 large  grp  of  Jews,  gd  relations  wth  ownd  vineyrd 


&  that  va^primary  occup  of  studies  as  nigh 

7 furthr,  Jews  trav  all  over,  notably  Cologne  to  Fair 
^ “^Tiere  are  records  & commentaries  to  indie  that  ex 
change  of  currencies  tk  place  between  Jews  & people 
of  Mainz  & ^orms" 

8 Ivd,  workd  & studied  in  Worms  & Mainz  bt  once  he 
returnd  to  Troyes  to  help  in  fam  business,  did  nt  r 
turn  to  the  basic  cities  along  Hhein  K fr  25  years. 

1 now  u might  quest,  frm  where  we  get  ths  info?  Some 

of  c,  always  available  in  comment  of  that  ^ 

short  time  later;  needed  only  skill  to  rd  o€d  Heb  t 

2 what  spurrd  renaisance  of  H scholarship  was 

of  900  aiuaiv  of  his  birth,  which  occured  in 
& preparation  fr  ths  occas  involvd  some  of  greatest 
J scholars  pre-Holoc  times  in  Europe,  ^o  them  we 

owe  informational  debt  ״ 

3 bt  even  before  then,  in  1905,  ^t hat  au 

critical  study  based  on  over  100  MSS  on  R & ^‘^at  au 

Rented  a bk  tie  same  berliner 
lier.  in  1865  where  he  compared  10  diff  MSS  of  Rashi 

4 Berliner  ^T^TT^espec  suited  to  do  ths  work,  & had  the 

“״pf  sL־־  «as  one  of  grt  lisht^f״Hild־־h־lmer 

Rab^  Ssmlnary“ln  berllni  a scholar  in  his  °«n  Jisht 

t;  Vדt  tor  info  we  can  go  to  an  unusual  source  also,  a 
^ «hotU  «L  oftn  eftsd  ״ or  quotsd  him  or  used  h'K 
interprt  of  text  but,  of  c,  usually  wxthou|  giving 
proper  credit  1 More  of  this  in  a later  lecture, 

6 nsed  to  understand  T al^^as  to  unde 

S^d  thr  own  Script,  bassd,»««^  on  J  ״״ ־rcss  & t 

7 R gained  fame  bee  his  text  plckd  up  »־y  “ <t־r 

Afademy!  the  ”J  Harv"  of  ^ J‘ J 
definitive  text  as  it  was  kno™  at  *3 ^ '*״ “ *®יי 
forget,  MSS  then  were  hand-written  by  diff  scribes 
so  that  errors  were  possible,  usual  & accepted 

8 R?  ho«־veTr־dld  nt  copy  text־  rathr,  he  wrote  com־״ 

taries  and  explanations  always  on  Itself  & 

naaiei  othrs  inserted  thr  remarks  ir^  t^^TC^tsell 

therefore  caused  eventual  confusion  ^ ^ frm^t 

original  and  what  was  not.  Rashi  sep  himself  frm  t 

9 llths  context  see  R also  as  a balanced  ®®^olar J 
^ accepts  comment  of  others  as  valid  interp,  he  ^dm 

his  own  err(58,  he  tells  that  he  has  trouble  undet 

O an^^^^geLrally^ speaking,  if  thdre  is  a choice  betwn 
Tl^n^^nt  or  a strict  interp  of  the  law,  he  chooses 
the  lenient  more^ften  than  nt  & this,  of  c,  also 
helped־^  him  to^ win  affection  & respect  of  people. 
His^voi^,  in  J world,  was  universally  recognized. 


i 


iii 


CÜNCLUSIUN  J 

A General  | 

1 over  course  of  time,  emphasis  abt  H shifted?  used  tc3j 
see  him  only  as  a comment  on  Law  & ths  emph  bee  oursj 
a ”rabbin”  Jud,  a legalistic  outlook  within  orthodox 

2 at  sarnie  time,  our  knowledge  of  Sp/Africain  Jewry  is 

quite  diff?  there  via  Hesponsa  spk  of  how  indiv  Jews 
Ivd  & problems  they  had •v*  «/־י׳ 

3 theme  of  these  5 talks,  & of  bk  I'm  using  as  a basic 
text,  is  to  balance  the  scales  & to  see  how  R deals 
with  problems  of  the  average  Jew  of  his  time 

4 in  that  setting,  we  can  note  what  life  was  like, 
how  they  spent  thr  time,  what  they  did  eat,  drink, 
vauSi  fr  themselves,  furnishings  in  home,  etc. 

B Specific 

1 H we  know  had  3 ds;  2m  Talmudists  and  hs  grand־j 

sons  became  grt  men  interp  views  of  thr  grand— fathr 

these  scholars  known  as  Tpsafi st s 

2 the  3rd  d was  divored 

3 one  of  the  grandsons,  perhaps  one  of  the  most  renowrj 
was  evidently  severely  wounded  in  2nd  t׳r  & writes, 
in  veiled  language,  of  event  in  rhyme  form  to  anothi 
scholar  (p•  32J 

4 in  brief,  ths  fam  Ivd  its  time  to  the  fullest,  expei 
gd  & bad,  winning  hoiior  & ftnjnownA  ^ having  to  suffei 
consequences  of  its  fame. 

5 pt  of  it  all  is  that  we  know  of  f^  & Rashi  to  ths  ן 
day.  »!Mithin  a few  decades,  R will  have  survived  a ! 
thousand  yrsl 

^en. 
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INTKOHUUX  H 

A GfkneZ'a.l 

1 the  holiday  seasn  which  ^ffectd  & afflictd  us  alraosi■ 
over  bt  cant  let  it  pass  wthout  some  observations  ■ 

2 corabin^on  of  ^han,  Xmas  & NYr  has  carried  with  it■ 

bth'gd״&  bad;  theso)kf f ectd  nt  only  domin^t  culture  ■ 
and  rel  sentiment  bt  us  as  »MÜgd  > h ■ 

3 and  on  ths  eve  when  entire  seasn  comes  to  an  end,  a| 

vord  of  assessment  seems  to  be  in  order.  ■ 

wha^I^want  to  relate  to  is  dual  aspect  of  holiday;  I 
that  on  one  hand  we  became  involved  in  an  orgy  of  ■ 

2 ^d^^tn^othr  hand,  or  at  same  time,  there  '׳^s  a | 

fliircease^'^aotivity  which  permeated  our  soc1ety4^| 

3 ^ there  is  considerable  que st i oning ;.ao  t c ® | 

BODY  I 

A BUYING  GIFTS  ..  , | 

1 somehow  cant  help  bt  feel  sorry  fr  our  X^an  ^^riends  1 
as  Xmas  seasn  comes  upon  them;  even  more,  am  embar.  I 

2 all  of  us  aware  that  seasn  fr  buying  com  ences  at  1 
date  than  ever  before^,  once  noth  befr  ^^11 

-מ  now  that  wk  already  in>״'daje^'^^^n1as  spir^ 

^bt  more,  there  is  something  laVlLFlT^»  all  this,  i ן 
?It  true  that  only  clergy  take  ths  time  of  year  to  | 
reflect  on  soleinnity-iSd  spirituality  of  the  seasn, 
fr  both  Jews  and  •^ians? 

4  it  seems  almos^obscene  what  with  the  onsloug 

tomraercialism  3nd  merchandising!  asking  P^Pl«  bu^ 

!::r״orf!n!S  all  on  the  assumptior^hat  due  t. 

"sales"  the  more  they  buy  the  more  they  save  . 

יי  am  nt  aware  of  statistics  but  wld  hesitate  to  know 
\ ^ the  numb  of  people  who  deeply  in  debt  bee  of 
\ extrarwhich  they  think  ־Ts־  ^ fr  *־יי  seasn  of  yrl 
\ or  a parallel  thought,  that  the  raorekhey  uy 

\ Z't.  successful  the  ^־־r^  of 

buv  thr  way  into  affection  ot  vest  interest  ot  in 

6 In  brief,  the  sanctity,  the ׳®®*"*!“י י  *J'/brolsh 
is  more  tha»»  fcst^  it  is  swajnpd,  inundated  by  . 

B ACTIVITIES  4.  +h•  «.lasonia 

1 bt  the4״is  the  seend,  other,  aspect  of  ^ 

surceaTe  of  activity  frm  just  before  Xmas  to  aftr 
surcease  ox  •Lv',.  g well  as  those  who  are  n 

2 ®-®^ryone  -ho  is 

tTt  in  add  :ס  buying,  seasn  of 

S^cr^^ded  :Holiday  or  that  our  people  lit  thr 
candles  in  hotel  rooms? 


CHANUKAH  — 2 

3 more  than  that,  on  far  more  prosaic  level,  so  many^ 
people  gone. or  simply  tk  time  off  frra  work  that  ma. 
areasjof  4Pune־^i1i&  simply  ceased  functioning 

4 to  get  something  repaird  over  last  2 wks,  to  have  | 
someone  come  to  house,  to  make  contact  in  major  oy- 
ganization  etc  were  all  iiiijjr‘  undertakings  usually 
wthout  much  success, 

5 bt  how  ths  free  «tlime  was  spent  by  the  absentees  is  , 

a question  mark;  bt  can  surmise,  jit  spent  in  medit 
tion,  or  in  conterapl  of  what  ths  seasn  orig  meant 
to  peoples  of  western  faiths,  to  mankind,  ! 

CuNCLUSIuN  I 

A General 

1 ths  seasn  of  the  yr  spks  of  many  ideas  bt  chief  of 
them״i#r  nt  leisure  or  gifts;  rat  hr:  the  meting  of 
life  and  wh«*re  we  fit  in  re  our  own  comrartments  I 

2 of  c,  Xmas  is  a joyous  holiday  and  we  gi'fe  gifts  as 
we  do  whenever  a child  is  bom/even  in  our  time/bt 
birth  of  that  infant  has  repercussions  down  the  cen ן 
turies  & the'  giving  of  gifts  is  very  least  of  it  ן 

3 same  for  Chanukah:  it  is  a rel  holiday7it  is  a holi| 
day  which  rep  a concepi^ of  choice  in  that  Jud  waS  1 
elevated  above  all  othr  concerns  on  part  of  Maccabs 

k aj137־־r1r  final  analysis,  both  holidays  or  holydays 
indicate  a meeting  ground  between  man  and  Godj  .not 
a confront ־ ־As  “between  !^^e  & Gd  nor  a wrestling  as 
wth  Jacb  & Gd  bt  an  ei^acing  as  wth  u & me  & Gd 

5 fr  TTTe',  fr  religiosity^  Tor  meaning,  for  f^ith,  / , 
B Specific  , 

1 that  is  why  these  candles,  and  the  lights^  b»  rr  X 
& Jews  tlTs  seasn  more  than  escapism,  orgy  of  gifts, 
an  assessment  of  society  based  so 1 e ly  on  degree  of  1 
sales  in  retail  industi^r- 

2 bt  where  people  bespeak  basic  verities,  understand  1 
concepts  such  as  peace  & gd  will,  feel  the  lit  tran 
lation  of  ^han^  which  is  "dedic^aBSJ  thse  are’^T^liefs 
brought  to  pt  of  reality  nt  by  escape  bt  by  presenc,^ 


that  is  at  core  of  ths!  festive  seasn  of  the  yearij 


4 in  that  spirit  we  recite  bless,  sing  the  songs  an 
promise  nt  to  forget  ded  of  those  of  the  past  so 
that  we  cld  worship  in  freedom  that  ■*־  cld  exist 

5 ^d  that  b t h : nuMgbt  keep  sight  of  what  is  base 

w6  live  togethr  in  peace. 

Amen,  ן ^ ^ ^ ® ל 
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BODY 


INTKÜDUCT 
A General 

1 the  holiday  seasn  which  ^ffectd  & afflictd  us  almos' 
over  bt  cant  let  it  pass  wthout  some  observations 

2 combination  of  ^han,  ^Gnas  & NYr  has  carried  with  it 

bth'gä  «sTbad;  these^ffectd  nt  only  dominant  culture 
and  rel  sentiment  bt  us  as  ^ ^ ׳ 

3 and  on  ths  eve  when  entire  seasn  comes“to  an  end,  a 
^ord  of  assessment  seems  to  be  in  order. 

B Specific 

1 what  I want  to  relate  to  is  dual  aspect  of  holiday; 
that  on  one  hand  we  became  involved  in  an  orgy  of 
shopping 

2 and  on  othr  hand,  or  at  same  time,  there  was  a 
surcease  öJ^'activity  which  permeated  our  society^w*^. 

3 ^ there  is  considerable  questioning : ae״  t o why  ( h 1 t■ 
^tappagu  tff  ati■  ׳ ac  t iv  1■♦? ־ ־^  how  relates  to  us'׳-^'‘! 

A BUYING  GIFTS 

1 somehow  cant  help  bt  feel  sorry  fr  our  ^ian  friends 
as  Xmas  seasn  conies  upon  them;  even  more,  am  erabar, 

2 all  of  us  aware  that  seasn  fr  buying  com  ences  at" 
earliejn  date  than  ever  before/;  once  noth  befr  hanl 
'6t  now  that  wk  already  inunda^d^^jXmas  spirit 

bt  more,  there  is  something  all  this;  is 

ן-  ■ it  true  that  only  clergy  take  ths  time  of  year  to 
I reflect  on  solemnity  and  spirituality  of  the  seasn, 
fr  both  Jews  and  ־^ians? 

4 ׳ j_t  seems  almostiob scene  what  with  the  onslought  of 
i commercialism  Ind  merchandising : asking  people  to  bn^ 

I ever  more  and  all  on  the  Jfals®  assumptionjthat  due  t< 

i "sales",  the  more  they  bily  the  more  they  save  [ 

\ 5 am  nt  aware  of  statistics  but  wld  hesitate  to  know 

1 the  niirab  of  people  who  deeply  in  debt  bee  of  over 
\ extrav  which  they  think  Ts  nec  fr  ths  seasn  of  yr1 
\ or,  a parallel  thought,  that  the  morerthey  buy  the 
\ more  successful  the  jobserv^  of  festival  seasn,  as  th 
buy  t hr  way  into  affection  of  vest  interest  of  indiי 

6^n  brief,  the  sanctity,  the  holiness7  the  message 
is  more  thi#^  £ost-v  it  is  swampd,  inundated  by  ^ sh . 
B ACTIVITIES 

1 bt  the^^jis  the  seend,  other,  aspect  of  the  season.a 
surcease  of  activity  frra  just  before  Xmas  to  aftr  NH 

2 everyone  who  is  »»•rpable,  well  as  those  who^are  n1 

make  it  the  essence  of  thr  lives  "to  get  away  so 
that  in  add  to  buying,  seasn  of  sanctity  becomes  _e_- 
quated  wth  "escape".  u think  churches  in 

were “crowded  on  holiday  or  that  our  people  lit  thr 
candles  in  hotel  rooms? 


I 


CHANXJKAH  — 2 

3 more  than  that,  on  far  more  prosaic  level,  so  raa^ 

p־opl־  gone, or  simply  tk  time  off  frm  ״ork  thar־raa 
Leaslof  simply  ceased  functioning 

k to  get  something  repaird  over  last  2 wks,  o »ve 
someone  come  to  house,  to  make  contact  in  major  or 
ganization  etc  were  all  undertakings  usually 

5 bt  how  ths  free  *ime  was  spent  by  the  absentees  is 
a mt^tion  mark;  bt  can  surmise,  ^ spent  in  medi 
tion,  or  in  contempl  of  what  ths  seasn  orig  meant 
to  peoples  of  western  faiths,  to  mankind. 

CuNCLUSI>׳N 

\ thrseLn  of  the  yr  spks  of  many  ideas  bt  chief  of 
them^nt  leisure  or  gifts;  rathr:  the  ^aning  of 

life  and  wheire  we  fit  in  re  our  o^  as 

2  of  c,  Xmas  is  a joyous  ho liday  and  we  gx^e  f 

we  do  whenever  a child  is  bom/even  in  our  time/bt 
birth  of  that  infant  has  repercussions  do^  ^ 

turies  & the  giving  of  gifts  a holi 

ר same  for  Chanukah:  it  is  a rel,  holiday, it  is  a 

^ d“  «hlch  rep  a  ־־״״ ־pTof  ־»oic־  in 

elevated  above  all  othr  concerns  on  part  of  Maccabs 

4 aKa7־l5r  final  analysis,  both  holidays 
?indicate  a meeting  ground  between  man  and  God,  not 

a confront  -53־  & Gd  a. 

wth  Jacb  & Gd  bt  an  e^c^  as  wth  u * ™®  * ^ 1 

5 fr  rTT^,  fr  religio^fy,  meaning,  ^ / 

tha^ii^^why  these  candles,  and  the 

&  Jews  th־s  seasn  more  than  escapism,  orgy  of  gifts, 
an  asLssment  of  society  based  s^ejy  on  degree  of 

sales  in  retail  verities,  understand 

2 bt  where  people  , , feel  the  lit  tran; 

ratror:f׳s'1;:pnrL  t,.־.  ar־11^־f־ 

brought  to  pt  of  reality  by  escape  by  pres^, 

3 that  13  at  cor,  of  tha|fe^s^lyg^g^n  °f  the  y.ar, 

I II  r■«  » ■־  »-  t _ X ^ O  ־ ד  ir 


4  in  that  spirit  we  recite  bless,  sing  the  songs  an 

,  ־■• ' • * •“ ־ ׳ • ־“»‘ • ."״ צ 
^ li■״®  togethr  ln  peace. 
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85  Minutes  That  Scarred  History 
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camaraderie  and  laughter. 

These  records  first  came  to  the  atten- 
tion  of  Manfred  Korytowski,  a West  Ger- 
man-lsraeli  producer  of  television  pro- 
grams,  while  he  was  in  Israel  working 
on  a documentary  about  the  trial  of 
Adolf  Eichmann,  one  of  the  key  partici- 
pants  at  the  Wannsee  Conference. 

Mr.  Korytowski,  who  was  born  in  East 
Prussia  but  moved  as  an  infant  with  his 
family  to  Brazil  in  1937,  became  con- 
vinced  that  the  conference  demanded  a 
visual  record,  and  he  spent  the  next  six 
years  on  intensive  research  in  Israel, 
West  Germany  and  the  United  States. 

The  result  was  a re-creation  of  the 
meeting  on  film,  “The  Wannsee  Confer- 
ence,”  which  was  first  shown  in  West 
Continued  on  Page  33 


children,  and  their  naive  drawings, 
small  desks  and  neat  beds  give  the  houscj 
a touch  of  cheer. 

It  takes  an  effort  to  accept  the  legend 
on  the  plaque  outside,  that  it  was  here  on 
Jan.  20,  1942,  that  "the  infamous  Wann- 
see  Conference  took  place.”  It  contin- 
ues;  "In  memory  of  Jewish  fellow  men 
murdered  by  National  Socialist  despot- 
ism.” 

According  to  the  surviving  records  of 
that  85-minute  meeting,  the  15  senior  of- 
ficials  of  the  Gestapo,  Government 
ministries  and  the  Nazi  party  never 
spoke  of  murder.  The  one  item  on  their 
agenda  was  the  "final  solution  of  the 
Jewish  question,"  and  the  records  show 
that  the  meeting  was  a rather  chummy 
and  congenial  affair,  with  lots  of  cognac. 


The  meeting  that 
launched  the  Nazi 
‘final  solution’  is 
re-created. 


the  solid,  impressive  lakeside  villas  built 
by  the  prosperous  burghers  of  Berlin  at 
the  start  of  this  century,  the  curved 
stairway,  the  touches  of  marble,  the  ele- 
gant  drawing  rooms  and  the  many  bed- 
rooms  redolent  of  comfort,  status  and 
success. 

For  the  last  40  years,  the  house  has 
been  used  as  a camp  for  working-class 


By  SERGE  SCHMEMANN 


WEST  BERLIN 

There  is  nothing  except 

the  plaque  on  the  gatepost  that 
hints  of  the  infamy  perpetrated 
here. 

On  a crisp  November  day, 
golden  leaves  carpet  the  quiet  street 
winding  through  the  elegant  old  suburb 
along  the  Wannsee  lake,  now  within  the 
Berlin  Wall  but  still  distant  from  the 
bustle  of  the  city. 

At  Am  Grossen  Wannsee  56-58,  iron 
gates  open  to  a graveled  driveway  lead- 
ing  to  a large,  gray  stucco  house  over- 
looking  the  misty  lake  through  lovely 
wooded  grounds.  It  is  a fine  example  of 
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The  Wannsee  Conferee  ft  is  a much  strict- 
er  historical  reoeation  than  Cry  Freedom. 
Wannsee  is  the  lovely  suburb  of  Berlin 
where,  in  a villa  that  once  belonged  to  a 
Jew,  Nazi  officials  met  on  January  20, 

1942,  to  agree  upon  and  launch  the  Final 
Solution.  The  meeting  was  chaired  by 
Reinhard  Heydrich;  there  were  14  other  | ^ 


o 


present.  One  official  had  one  reserva- 
tion.  He  thought  that  half-Jews  ought 
to  be  exempted;  otherwise,  soldiers-^re- 
turning  from  the  front  might  see  their 
relatives  being  taken  away.  This  objec- 
tion  was  amicably,  almost  chaffingly, 
overruled  in  the  interests  of  a clean 
sweep.  The  object  was  to  eliminate  all 
of  the  11  million  European  Jews— a fig- 
ure  that  included  Jews  in  countries  yet 
to  be  annexed,  such  as  England,  Ireland, 
Switzerland,  and  Spain. 

The  Wannsee  Conference,  made  in  1984, 
was  initiated  by  Manfred  Korytowski,  a 
German  TV  producer  particularly  known 
for  children's  programs.  The  film  was 
partly  financed  by  a German  TV  group 
but  was  broadcast  in  Germany  only  after 
it  had  been  shown  in  a number  of  other 
countries  and  had  won  some  plizes. 

Excepting  the  board-meeting  pleas- 
antries,  the  tone  of  the  film  is  cool  and 
businesslike.  The  conference  might  have 
been  discussing  shipments  of  cattle  or 
coal.  This  is  the  prime  point  of  the 
film — to  reproduce  that  tone. 


participants  and  a secretary.  The  minutes 
were  preserved,  and  later  they  figured  in 
the  Nuremberg  trials  and  the  Eichmann 
trial.  (Eichmann  was  prominent  in  the 
conference.)  Now  those  minutes  have 
been  used  as  the  ground  of  this 
screenplay. 

Very  little  has  been  perceptibly  added 
by  the  screenwriter,  Paul  Mommertz — 
greetings  at  the  door,  conversations  with 
telephone  operators,  that  sort  of  thing. 
The  film  runs  90  minutes,  which  was 
precisely  the  duration  of  the  conference 
before  the  participants  adjourned  for 
lunch.  The  pace,  ably  managed  by  the 
director,  Heinz  Schirk,  is  brisk.  The  cam- 
era  movement  is  alert,  observant:  the 
crosscutting,  the  angles,  the  circling  of 
the  table  are  always  subservient  to  the 
flow  of  the  talk,  never  inserted  to  make 
the  film  "visual."  The  cast  is  utterly 
competent,  with  Dietrich  Mattausch 
commanding  as  Heydrich. 

The  plan  for  the  Final  Solution, 
which  in  some  measure  had  already  be- 
gun,  met  with  instant  approval  from  all 
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A SURVIVOR  SPEAKS 


refuses  to  pay  reparations.  I 
East  Germany,  like  Austria,  | 
shows  not  the  slightest  trace  1 
of  remorse.  | 

The  Federal  Republic  has 
chosen  a more  honest  and 
enlightened  course.  In  just  a 
few  decades,  you  have  trav- 
eled  from  brutal  totalitär- 
ianism  to  true  democracy. 

The  freedom  of  the  indi- 
vidual  is  respected  here. 
Your  commitment  to  the 
Western  alliance  is  firm. 

Among  you  eu-e  individuals 
and  groups  to  whom  we  feel 
especially  close.  They  have 
been  seeking  atonement,  in 
word  and  in  deed;  some 
have  gone  to  work  in  Israel; 
others  are  involved  in  reli- 
gious  dialogues. 

Writers,  artists,  poets, 
novelists,  statesmen:  there 
are  among  them  men  and 
women  who  refuse  to  forget 
— and,  make  no  mistake,  the 
best  books  by  German  au- 
thors  deal  with  the  trauma 
of  the  past. 

Now  the  museum  . . . What 
will  it  be? 

Show  pictures  of  Jews  be- 
fore  they  died. 

Show  the  cold,  brutality  of 
those  who  killed  them.  ' ן 
Show  the  passivity,  tin! 
cowardly  indifference  of  the\ 
bystanders.  ’ 

Remember  the  Jewishness 
of  the  Jewish  victims, 
remember  the  uniqueness  of 
their  tragedy.  True,  not  all 
victims  were  Jews,  but  all 
Jews  were  victims. 

Be  the  conscience  of  your 
nation.  And  remember  a 
conscience  that  does  not 
speak  up  when  injustices  are 
being  committed  is  betray- 
ing  itself.  A mute  conscience,^ 
is  a false  conscience. 

In  remembering,  you  will 
help  your  own  people  van- 
quish  the  ghosts  that  hover 
over  its  history.  Remember 
a community  that  does  not 
come  to  terms  with  the  dead 
will  continue  to  traumatize 
the  living. 

We  remember  Auschwitz 
and  all  that  it  symbolizes  be- 
cause  we  believe  that,  in 
spite  of  the  past  and  its  hor- 
rors,  the  world  is  worthy  of 
salvation;  and  salvation,  like 
redemption,  can  be  found 
only  in  memory. 


memory,  you  will  remain 
eternally  opposed  to  us  and 
to  all  we  stand  for. 

I understand:  of  course,  I 
understand:  it  is  not  easy  to 
remember.  It  may  be  even 
more  difficult  for  you  than  it 
is  for  us  Jews.  We  try  to 
remember  the  dead,  you 
must  remember  those  who 
killed  them.  Yes  — there  is 
pain  involved  in  both  our  ef- 
forts.  Not  the  same  pain. 
Open  yourselves  to  yours,  as 
we  have  opened  ourselves  to 
ours. 

You  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  your  elders  did  these 
deeds?  So  do  I.  Think  of  the 
tormentors  as  I think  of 
their  victims.  I remember 
every  minute  of  their  agony. 
I see  them  constantly.  I am 
afraid:  if  I stop  seeing  them, 
they  will  die,  I keep  on  see- 
ing  them,  and  they  died 
nevertheless. 

I remember:  1942,  in  my 


Holocaust  survivor, 
author  and  human 
rights  activist  Elio 

W iotiol,  the  1986  Nobel  Peace 
laureate,  delivered  this 

spee<־h  from  the  rostrum  of 
the  Reichstag  building  in 
West  Berlin 


earlier  this  I 
month.  The  occasion  was  a I 
planning  conference  for  a 1 
museum  to  be  built  at 
Wannsee,  the  Berlin  suburb 
where  the  formal  decision  to 
murder  European  Jewry 
was  taken  4.5  years  ago. 

Elie  W'lesel  began  his  ad- 
dress  In  Yiddish.  A literal 
translation  follows: 

••Hii-sh,  hush,  let  us  be  si- 
lent;  tombs  are  groicing 
here  Planted  by  the  foe,  they 
are  green  and  turning  to  blue 
...  Hush,  my  child,  don't  cry, 
crying  won’t  do  us  any  good; 
the  foe  unll  never  understa  nd 
our  plight . . 

This  bdlaby  ivas  ivritten  in 
the  ghetto  by  Sh  melke 
Katchegirsky.  Grieving  Jew- 
ish  mothers  would  chant  it, 
trying  to  put  to  sleep  their 
hungry,  weakened  and  ago- 
nizing  children. 

Tombs*  These  children  — 
these  innocent  little  children, 
perhaps  the  best  our  people 
ever  had  — were  deprived  of 
everything;  their  lives  ayui 
evety  a burial  place. 

And  so,  hush,  little  children, 
one  million  ^ you,  hush, 
come:  u'e  invite  you.  We  in- 
vite  you  into  our  memory. 

!(The  rest  of  Wiesel’s 
speech  was  in  English.) 

Yiddish  in  the  Reichstag?  | 
There  is  symbolism  in  using 
• this  warm,  melancholy  and 
compassionate  language  in 
a place  where  Jewish  suffer- 
ing  and  Jewish  agony  — 
some  50  years  ago  — 
aroused  neither  mercy  nor 
compassion. 

Yiddish  was  the  tongue  of 
many  if  not  most  of  the  Jew- 
ish  victims  who  perished 
dui'ing  the  dark  |)eriod  when 
the  Angel  of  Death  seemed 
to  have  replaced  God  in  too 
many  hearts  in  this  country. 
Yiddish,  too.  was  their  tar- 

iget  and  their  victim. 

There  is  symbolism,  too  — 
as  there  is  irony  and  justice. 
— in  my  speaking  to  you 
this  afternoon  from  this 
very  rostrum  where  my 


Elie  Wiesel 


called  all  of  culture  and 
education  into  question. 
After  all:  many  of  the  killers 
had  college  degrees.  And 
were  products  of  the  best 
universities  in  Germany. 
Many  came  from  distin- 
guished  families. 

Although  I often  wonder 
about  the  theological  impli- 
cations  of  Auschwitz,  I must 
recognize  that  Auschwitz 
was  not  sent  down  from 
heaven;  Auschwitz  was  con- 
ceived  and  built  by  human 
beings. 

After  Auschwitz,  hope  it- 
self  is  filled  with  anguish. 

But  after  Auschwitz,  hope 
is  necessary.  Where  can  it  be 
found?  In  remembrance 
alone. 

How  was  remembrance 
handled  after  the  war? 
Admit  it,  it  took  many  Ger- 
mans  far  too  long  to  begin  to 
confront  their  past. 

Teachers  did  not  teach, 
and  pupils  did  not  learn,  the 
most  trag^ic  and  important 
chapter  *in  German  and 
world  history.  Too  painful, 
came  the  e.xplanation. 

It  took  the  Eichmann  trial 
in  Jerusalem  for  German 
courts  to  indict  SS  murder- 
ers  who,  after  the  war,  had 
quietly  returned  to  their 
homes  and  resumed  their 
trades  as  if  nothing  had 
happened. 

Tnic,  the  situation  in  East 
Germemy  is  worse.  Unlike 
the  Federal  Republic,  which 
did  make  a serious  effort, 
under  Konrad  Adenauer,  to 
compensate  the  survivors 
and  to  help  Israel.  East  Ger- 
many  is  hostile  to  Israel  and 


From  the  same  rostrum  where  his  extinction  was 
decreed,  Elie  Wiesel  pleads  with  a new  generation  of 
Germans:  Never  forget . . . 


Only  the  guilty 

were  guilty. 

Children  of  killers  are  not 
killers  but  children.  1 have 
neither  the  desire  nor  the 
authority  to  judge  today's 
generation  for  the  unspeak- 
able  crimes  committed  by 
the  generation  of  Hitler. 

But  we  may  — and  we 
must  — hold  rcijyons‘ule. 


mans  tried  to  help  extin- 
guish  the  synagogues  in 
flames?  How  many  tried  to 
save  holy  scrolls? 

In  those  days  and  nights, 
humanity  was  distorted  and 
twisted  in  this  city,  the  capi- 
tal  of  a nation  proud  of  its 
distant  history,  but  strug- 
gling  with  its  recent  memo- 
ries. 

Everything  human  and  di- 
viire  was  perverted  then. 
The  law  itself  became  im- 
moral.  Here,  in  this  city,  on 
this  rostrum,  it  was  made 
legal  and  commendable  to 
humiliate  Jews  simply  for 
being  Jews  — to  hunt  down 
children  simply  because 
they  were  Jewish  children. 

It  became  legal  and 
praiseworthy  to  imprison, 
shame  and  oppress  and.  ulti- 
mately,  to  destroy  human 
beings  - sons  and  daugh- 
ters  of  an  ancient  people 
whose  very  existence  was 
considered  a crime. 

The  officials  who  practici- 


way  it  remembers  Ihc-jast.  1 1 
jGidYor  wharn'HoJ^'wiIhthe j 
memory  of  the  past 

Memory  is  the  keyword. 
To  remember  is  to  forge 
links  between  past  and  pre- 
sent,  between  past  and  fu- 
turc. 

It  is  in  the  name  of 
memory  that  I address  my- 
self  to  Germany’s  youth. 
”Remember”  is  the  com- 
mandment  that  dominates 
the  lives  of  young  Jews 
today;  let  it  dominate  your 
lives  as  well.  Challenged  by 
memory,  we  can  move  for- 
ward  together.  Opposed  to 
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JUD  & X AT  HOL  IDAY  TI.'IE: 
PART  I;  SlhtlLAjaTIiiS 


General 

fr  all  of  us  ths  very  spe<^  aeasn  of  the  yr:  Am  es})e 
bt  west  world  in  general  cought  up  in  frenzy  of J 
as  if  each  of  us  personally  responsible  fr  profits 
of  business  establishments  & majr  dept  stores, 
ever^ince  Th  & even  before,  we  bombarded  re  gift-^i 
ving|^&c  that,  aftr  all,  is  customs  at  b^j^h  of  a 
child  u give  presents  to  bth  par  & newborn 
and  that  is  what  Xmas  is  all  abt;  thi^irth  of  a chic 
who,  of  c,  was  to  assume  majr  importance  then  & more 
so,  in  cent  to  come 
Specific 

Qf*  c,  nt  quite  so  if  u want  to  Ik.  beneath  the  glittנ 
of  the  obvious  salesmanship  of  our  time  ao  (■Hi* 

..  . _X* 


r J ■ י ■ ״ י ■  1 1 rs ■ 


2 one  wld  hope  that  fr  large  segmnt  of  society  j^hlsi^ 
j ho  liday  h*as  more  than  mercenary  significance  :*«י 

X worl^T^  child,  who  was  to  become  the  MeSs 
& change  the  face  of  the  world,  came  to  lifeJ 
5 we  recall  the  story:  Herod  waaitd  to  slay  «1  boys,  in 
same  setting  as  Ph  vs  J children  in  H cent  earlier; 
Mary  & her  husb  Jos  had  to  flee,  found  no  sp^ce  fr 
them  to  be  at  rest,  settled  for  a manger  & there, in 
Bethlehem,  she  gave  birth 

4 spec  concept  of  births  3 kings  follwd  stars,'  wth 
gifts,  to  pay  homage  to  the  newboni 

5 the  emot,  rel  Jes  is  somewhat  diff  frm  historical  J 
bt  ths  a comparison  fr  next  wk  when  will  spk  of  the 
2 holidays  & cite  thr  differences;  t^his  wks  simlarit, 

BODY 

A LIGHTS 

1 the  very  first  aspect  of  bth  festiv,  Ch  is  the 

Tiresence  of  lights;  in  our  situation,  on  Menorii^t  & 


fr  the  Xian  on  Yule  tree  & ths  surely  a si  ml  » 

as  is  the  awareness  that  bth  holidays  at  samtr^^i^w  ^ 

2 why  at  saine  time  of  yr  bt  nt  always  exctly  the*Tam^ 
or  why  overlap,  and  why  eight  days;  and  why  eight  d 
between  Xmas  & next  majr  holiday  occas  = sec  NYr?  ^ 

3 fr  the  Jew,  as  u know,  lights  fr  8 days  bee  of  crusr 
of  oil;־״TTad  onJy  suffic  fr  1 night  <k>  by  miracle:  8 1 
bt  fr  X the  reasn  fr  lights  lost  in  murky  antiquity. 

Taltho  reasn  fr  8 day  span  betw  X & NY  is  easy:  sec  ! 
]{iYr  = feast  of  circumci sio^^ 

4 bt  moreVitals  why  at  sanie  time  of  yr  & why  lights  fr 
both?  a coirimon  heritage?  bt  such  diff  faiths? 

*"\7e* are  deal  wth  one  com  on  backgrnd  ^ can  be  under 


presence 


fr  the  Xiain  on  Yule 
as  is  the  awareness 


stood  in  one  words  winter  solstj^ce 


/ 


5 ths  IS  time  when  sun  furthest  distance  frm  equator,  ■ 

^ which  occurs  2x  a yrj  fr  our  purpose.  Dec  21/22  - ■ 

״hlfwrcall  ״shortest  day  of  yr״  bee  sun  so  far  aw| 

6 oTe  can  just  imagine  "״uM'iGht  I 

״,״ally  f“"‘־  rfrel  observ.  I 

ד S״71״״nar  cal/^tS^  rest  of  society  ־ solar  & I 
iollow  luiiai  c j-/  oKt^  K1_s1gv  van6s  ■ 

I •  ־^ 9 רt״h  alwavs  tho  sain©!  loxc  h 

this!  on  ths  1 level  re  lights  we  have  common  orrgni 
J Ü 13 \J כ י  Aid  0.4-1-1^10*5+0■^  wh  x c 

^ Ts  5rsu:.^:S7^־;d°7^rsrAev‘  ac.  of  thel 

t״^:L:hTa.;tVro?״Lrfu7rer  frm,  his  mind 

3 he  t SLffah  fr  how  much  worse  cld 

was  sking  a  ״■» ־to  ^ himself  in  this  liCht  bt  q<ajs* 

times  SetV  lea  ״ ״» ־t  s^  actual!/ ״ ano intd  one״, 

made  the  Satement  t1  many  historic 

4 his  aim.  as  much  as  we ״^"/״^/“^ ׳!'"to’^eleanse 

^eai’lier י י*■!  L  ו ! ו ! ס מר י  t! —  ״ ' י  ! . + h Hid  nt  ^vaJוt  to 

SV^^S״״^־“ ״ ^ ־rfrm^h7Law.  fkt  th־Sr  ״l-ove  th 
remove  icX  or  tittle  !,ר  - m./  iho  Law  «*ß  rest 

, ■י 1 ר /Vvsr2ו^ ן ״■  of  LevJwas  whol«  ol  tnc  1-aw 

neighLr  (frm  Bk  ol  U Shema  & cert  did  nt 

was  corn!  lent  ary;  ^ cite  the  nema  ^ 

preach  rebellio1^vs^^o^g£)^^^  ^ th 


, preach  rebelIio1^.vs|^ ^ ^ ,.,3j,y  ״f  th 

fr  ex.  Psalms  ״ccupy^  part 

, ^^LjLjÄä|*,X’'״m7Lame•  seen  also  r<^^־aored  lit 
^ ‘ ^ "יי  ^ ^ III  I I  ־ ־**i  ^ tJes,  of  C,  in 

Gospels,  Partie  Matth,  ^n  a Bk  m.  L I rm 

^ ill 

bks,  as  our  minor 

^'weojL,  ca^i^^CcUViyt^  he<1a;1!e  a majr  eviit 

9 Ws  being 

as  Paul  spread  message  ^ 3 as  wesso^w  c״ 

״•  Tanach  almost  rejeetd  by  rabbis  ^ho  saw  -t  as^a 
^44^  victory  rathr  than  spiritual  fest! 

as  it  was  later  embraced.  ^r״<^י^ns  of  Jesus  who, 

O seend  similarity,  ®acceptd  as  such  by  rab 

^a7ho?i??rs.^ir1״־h:  rc^rptn^such  t״  this  day. 


/ 


GoNOLUSIUN 
A General 

1 theseVhen  are  two  basic  & majr  similarities  which 
ought  to  be  noted  at  ths  holiday  time  fr  bth  faiths 

2 why  then  the  divergences?  Bee  at  C of  Nicea  in  4thc 
*^hurch  askd  its  adhe^nts  to  make  the  choice  fr  eit 
Jud  or  X wth  no  middle  ground  as  had  been  Fier>־tofre 

3 in  our  day,  h^ve  many  more  differences  as  a result 
of  ths  Council  & had  C nt  demanded  choice,  today  we 
might  well  be  Jud^eo=^^ans , a grp  whidi  existed  in 
^-f»t  numbers  in  ancient  times  = J who  accptd  Messiah 

V 4 it  was  nt  to  be,  however  and  today  what  we  have 
1 left  is  only  the  seasonal  wrapping:  paper^  greet  ing 
cards,  idea  ofgif t sjrajtho  !tr  ver^ diff  reasons^^the 
many  ref  on  TV,  theV•  .JiL־ei'Li^ , plAys,  vac  Lriite  fr 

5 ^ with  it  all,  still  nt  the  same  holiday  aside  frin 
issue  of  sep  of  Ch/State  which,  in  strict,  legal 
V-  sense,  forbids  Xmas  being  a legal  Am  holiday 
B Specific 

1 these  are  someybf  the  similarities  fr  us  of  bpti),^ft1>: 
at  ths  seasn  of  tlje  year;  will  spk  of  diff  nxt  Irid 


2 eight  days  will  pass  till  2nd  part  of  ths  message; 
a time-s  an  Icnown  we  ' I to  J parents  for  ’•fjon  a boy 
is  bom,  eight  days  later  the  Bris  &■  ths  XÖ  NY27  day 

3 ain,  a similarity  bt  over  centviries  assumd  ! 
vastly  diff  characteristic  & will  again  be  era'phsizd! 
in  expl?inations  next  week 

4 in  meantin׳e,  at  ths  seasn  of  yr,  aclcnowledge  grt  r■ 
ligious  significance  of  holidays  bt  eniph  as  well  5 
Xmas  bee  of  its  historical~t heol  concept  is  n^fr 
us^ust  as  Chan  is  nt  being  celebra^d  by  Xians/4c 
each  faith  has  its  own  מ a n■**■*  1 a. 

5 wT^tfish  our  neighbrs  of  diff  faiths  the  very  best 
at  ths  seasn  of  the  year;  fr  ourselves;  we  pray  tht 
the  message  of  the  Macc  & the  miracle  of  the  light  5 
sustain  & eimoble  us  all  for  the  yr  to  come. 

Amen. 
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vJ © s s ^ X at  holiday  time 
Part  I;  Similarities. 


WIIAT  llAVK  Wli  TU  BE  TILVNKFUL  t'OR 


INTKODUUT 
A General 

1 ths  the  seasn  of  the  yr  when  we  in  a state  of  suspeוז 
animation;  we  are  betwixt  & between  without  rl  focu 

2 it  is  wkend  of  f hanksgiving  which  takes  form  of  jLiln 
tony  & only  ones  truly  thankful  are  poultr:>r  growers 

^ the  rl  wor Id.j^^'di  wth  Xmas  seas1j״^©cw  bus^mess  en— 
trepeneurs4“  in^  ars^snbtrre  a manner,  f aradc  spou 
by  Macy' s !'culminates  wth  SC! 

B Specific 

1 there  is,  of  c,  of fie  prolamation  by  Pres  re  i hanks 
arid  its  place  in  Am  tradition  bt  Pres,  as  so  many  o 
thrs,  flies  off  to  vac atjjin 

2 churches  have  token  services  wth  except» spar se  attn 
wth  ”real”  service  geard  to  Xmas  seasn 

3 famille's^ to  be  togthr  fr  warmth,  Iv , closeness  & to 
sate  the  appetite/bt  we  know  of  tens  of  th  of  home- 
less  & hungry;  we  know,  as  well,  that  fr  all  too  mar 
ths  "fam"  seasn  leads  to  despair  & depression  bee  o: 
emptiness  and  J,(וnelinesss׳lack  of  cohesion  fr  living 

k in  s^יor1i^Thanksg  nt  all  it  is  supposed  to  be,  at 
least  ori'^wn  levels  of  concern  & y•■! » in  terms  of 
what  cld^נe,  ought  to  Ik  at  our  blessings  «5־  enumera 
what 111^ ^ !ן־» ־|jhl"b׳L  that  we  can  be  thanlcful  for, 

BODY 

A bUilVIVAL  . I 

1 most  prec  c oni’iodity  that  we  have  to  be  tlנankfl  fort® 
life  itself;  nt  so  obvious  a choice  bec  more&  more, 
irT'hy  mind,  dangr  as  indie  by  Chernobyl  evr  mr  real 

2 ths  incident  happnd  1-1^  yrs  ago  &■  we  still  do  _n_t  ^ 
know  ramific;  onl.ys  seal,  area,  di sper sn  of  people, 
transfer  of  ch  frm  homes,  schl,  friends  wth  no  cert 
ainty  as  to  when  return,  if  ever, 

3 radio-active  particles  floated  acr  n* Europe  & beyonc 

even  to  our  areas;  dont  know  who  exposd  fr  now  & fr 
dec  to  come;  Cjiftoni  ”a  lifelong  psych  immersion  in 
d:  permanent  fear  of  invi sib  le  contaminati  n ^ 

4 furthr  estim  at  a sc  conf  on  "World  aftr  Nucl  War”: 

burn  cities  & forו<ests  = smoke  to  block  out  of  1 

sun's  light  thus  sub-freez  temp  & c nnclusionTextinci 

of  human  race  is  possible" 

5 if  u want  to  be  cheord:  adv  of  a limitd  nucl  war  = 
only  20  mill  people  lost  I A "relative"  blessing.  , 

6 bt  we  have  survived  & hopefully  have  learnd  lesson 

frm  Chern,  even  if  the  hard  way;  life  = fate! 

«um  We  have  the  wisdo  the  power,  the  ability  to 
see  to  it,  wth  care  that  life  continues  & 

that  we  nt  be  sacrif  to  ego  of  nat!  leaders  here  or 
abroad,  Bt  ths  'lhaiiksgiv,  we  still  here,  - fhnkful 

— ן vv  1^' - . r ■*  ^ 


JEWISH  LIFE 

bt  Ik  at  J life  as  well  if  we  weirit  to  give  thanks  o! 
know  whaT'^e  must  be  thankful  for;  nt  just  bagels  & 
lox  on  ^\xr1d  AM  or  Oneg  Sh  fr  free  coffee  &■  cakes 
& tijs  yr  even  more  our  nd  to  reflect  issו^es  fr  tha^< 
bee  as  Jews  experienced  so  much 

what  has  charact  our  yng  people  espec  ihs  past  yr**״■ 
frm  last  ^hanksg  to  this^  is  greed  I pol  corruption, 
Wall  t5tr  scandals,  Israeli  dru^^rnugjClers : in  every  ׳ 
area  of  modern  concern  u find  faith  of  Jud  sullied/  : 
rd  any  list  of  names  & J-sounding  names  to  the  foret 
frm  Mannes  & Silverman  To  ^Trodsky  & Solomon  as  if  J 
values,  idls,  prophetic  utterances  nevr  a part  of  th 
Upbringing  or  nt  a part  of  thr  heritage  ^ 

tragedy  frthr  complicated:  some  of  contacts  to  brk  I 
the  Wall  bt  corruption  ring  & insider-trading  sca:1dl| 
made  at  UJA  gath  fr  yoiang  people/  & drug  seizures; 
made  possible  by  \ase  of  Heb-speak  poplicemen;  no  bet 
tr  use  to  be  made  of  language  of  I'orah? 
hopelessly  naive?  Yr  answer:  Ital,  Irish  had  thr  0■ 
time  & place  & era  fr  corruptn  & deceit?  True,  bt  1 
not  a Cuomo  bt  a j;  it  is  J trad  which  I sk  to  uphl 
I am  appld  vtf h e 1 iPiA^rfW Hag  be  no  morc^thejn  a 

mattr  of  fd  on  ^edr  table  wth  no  sense  of  J commitm 
& Bar  M !3  no  more  than  a party  on  an  ocean  liner  wtj 
no  ref  t Amos,  Jere,  Isaiah  or  ilosea 

so,  what  we  to  be  thankful  ^or  as  Jews  ths  wkend?  n 
is.־^es|of  perspjial  concern  :(lour  byn  & what  it  represo 
ouiQyoTmgsf^^s  whom  we  try  to  influence  fr  gd  on  a 
personal  ievel  before  ^hey  me  t neg  onslaught  of  thr 


personal  ievel  before  they  me  t neg  onslaught  of  thr 
peers  &.  world  out sid^(^urselve5 ( 1 ) as  \e  realize  how 
far  we  have  strayed  cc.  to  what  extent  must  be  effrt 
to  return  to  values  of  J inheritance  ■rr  thr  own  salce 


museums,  byn  & 


9 bt  even  more  *O,  t onks  that  af t ^^xporience  of  ths 
.־ration  of  Jewry  &.  its  trauma v(^/e  living  ij\  Amerc 
as  free  human  beings,  able  to  spk  & act  & worship  a^ 
we  warit  & feel;  a fact  werfend  to  overlk  bee  we  take 
our  freedom  fr  granted 

0 bt  nt  at  all  so  simple  when  compared  to  guns,  autom 
weapons  one  sees,  as  we  did  ths  past  Aug,  ar  J insta 
lations,  say,  in  Berlin  or  Vienna  re  museums,  Byn  & 
ewen  kosher  restaurants. 

1 As  Jews  living  in  Aj!!^  wth  all  our  pl^oblems,  have  mch 
to  be  thankful  for  & negatives  shld  nt , nd  not,  over 
tthelm  us  nor  cast  us  down  into  abiding  shame  tvltrfW״- 

Co.',CLLSIUH  • 

A Genf‘ral  . 

1 what  then  have  wf^o  be  thankful  for  ths  weekend?  a 


if  only  we  know  where  to  Ik 


grt  deal  it  seems  to 

I4,i  i*  ■■(-t  ד V 


a. 

2  of  c,  there  are  negatives  as  thorr  are  in  every 
life  and  in  evervsi^^mtion  bt  that  nt  the  whole 
Jlo  of  it  & that  me  make  our  raistedces 

think  that  neg  alone  make  up  life  in  modern  tim 
V ׳Qs  bee  s o^  j^rfiiflin^n t & so  obvious  & so  publicized 

I I if  we  understand  it  fully, 
o giv(^  us  much  needed  perspective 

Specific 

1 we  have  l^if e & we  are  in  process  of  survival;  we 
have  a J heritage  although  we  use  it  too  rarely  and 
we  living  in  America,  a source  of  blessing  & ^aj^s 

of  & by  itself.  Z— £_ — — 

2 danger  is  that  we  make  of  ths  ji c n  1 ־  n o A'  ^ ho!1 
day  merely  a day  fr  gorgii^  uur  n 1 ״ j , -־1דו*ן־  mifkR  n «er«*. 

hy  the-  1..^.ע1וו  u 1;  ,  1ח1-וןיז1ו ק)  rri  iffun^^ei 

3 wthout  at  the  very  least  some  moments  of  reflection 
or  concern  as  we  are  doing  at  ths  very  monient. 

4 message  is^  simple,  even  obvious  bt  will  nt  be  valid 

or  even  applicable  if  '^e  pay  no  hd; 
jüw»,  «e  ■L  ■iiniiT»  to  affirm:  we  haWe  much  to  be 

t hankful^or;  frm  fulness  of  our  b^^ig  to  what  ought 
to  be  the  fulness  of  oury^  spirit , 

Amen,  r 
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INTRODUCING;  JOSEPH 


INTRO DUCT 
A General 

1  have  many  spec^  even  unique,  indiv  in  Ian  & many  of* 
— ^them  cld  bear  our  scrtitiny^if  we  want  to  learn 
G^beg  in  Jan,  lx  ^-׳ino,  wl\  spk  of  somp>i^^l  portra^^ 
as  exp'l^  by  !:״W'bt  who  ca1\evr  h1&\^rt  <51  Isc 

as  1 of ®"*׳  survivor^,  p3rep  fr  slaugb^il^on  altr 
\ & yet  pede^ed  at  very  lais^Cmirnent  "׳ 

1 11 "נו־וד ע  n , two  of  my  fav  biblid  pers;  Jer^  & Joseph; 
the  lattr  ovr  most  of  my  lifetime  since  read  T Mann 
series  on  *'J  6 hid  brothers". 

B Specific 

1 Jere  wll  Iv  fr  anothr  day  bt  ths  wk,  in  T cycle,  rd 

of  Jos  fr  1st  time;  we  are  introducd  to  him  aS  the 
spoi Id  Son  of  a complex  & inany— f acet ed  fathr  & Jos 
remains  wth  us  through  the  eiid  of  the  Bk  of  Gen/Ber  | 

2 he  is  a fasc  personality  bee  noth  as  simple  or  obv  J 

as  one  might  think  or  cld  hope  to  assume 

a-J  sold  bee  of  drms  yet  these  dr  come  true 
b-he  starts  " spold"^ becomes  a slave,  ends  as  mastr  1 

c-lvd  more  than  all  othrs,  hatd  more,  huinbld  more, 
respctd  & honord  more  than  all  othrs 
d-he  is  rejeetd  by  his  br  & yet  he  saves  his  tor  f ni^j 
e-  an  imiiiigr,  becomes  huge  success  in  adoptd  country 
f-  a servant  becomes  an  activist  I 

g-  a regugee  wthout  connect  or  friends  charts  new  c* 
eco  socio  & pol  course  (shades  of  HK ! ) ‘ 

*3  and,  as  EW  st^-tes  in  his  assessment  of  •Jo:  while  Atod 

is  respctd,  Isc  pitied,  Jacb  followd  only  Jos  becomij 
identified  wth  ultimate  emotions  of  J child;  he  Ivd j 
BODY  ' 

A DREAMS  I 

1 let  us  Ik  at  Jo  a bit  closer  since  he  now  dominant 

2 what  is  at  core  of  his  experience  is  hs  dreams • frm 

that  he  tells;  feita*  br  & even  f will  bow  to  him 
as  stars  & raot>n  bow^aW■  to  to 

explanations  he  will  give  to  baker  öi  wine  steward 

3 was  nt  1st  to  dl  wth  interp  of  d1?ms  altho  he 
went  far  deeper  into  complexity  of  humn  personality 
while  Jo  analyzd  & understd  in  tertns  of  his  age/era 

^ we  know  that  Egypt,  as  well  as  Assyr  before  them  hd 
actual  "Drm  Bks"  with  solutions  or  resolutions  to  a 
thous  diff  kinds  of  drms,  all  noted  down  in  earlier 
yrs  by  diviners,  magicians,  astrologns,  sorcerers 

6 in  short;  t he^prof ‘*of  the  day;  to  illustrate:  to  se 
a large  cat  meeint  a large  harvest  as  when  we  see  a 
b!  cat  walking  in  fr(רnt  of  us  it  mccins  bad  luck,  et 

7 what  really  at  issue  in  our  story;  dreams  serve  as 
3•  motivating  force  bt  while  1-gypt  & othr  ancients 


üaniel:/)in  Gdj 
ancestor Sfwt Fiat  th 
Gd^  a.  ^ive^ 


ii 


sk  expl  in  ^k  of  Drms,  Jo  & later 
that  is  essential  di^^bec  fr  our 
motiv  factor  in  any  experience  is 
Gtq  1 VI  S 

bt  there  is  1 aspect  of  Jo  which  does  nt  come  so 
readily  into  focus:  that  he  was  one  of  .he  first  to 
live  in  **golus**•  in  exi le 

׳ he  was  fiilly  assim,  Tie  wore  E clothing,  tk  on  an  E 
name,  swore  by  Ph  name,  had  ch  by  an  E wife  ^d  was 
therefore,  part  of  the  majority  scene  & world 
> bt,  when  it  came  to  essentials,  as  wth  so  m^y  of 
us  in  our  world  and  in  our  or  every  generation,  at 
the  hrt  of  issue:  he  was  called  the  H|;b  ^d  a 
Heb  was  forbidden  to  eat  with  the  ^Sy^an»J 
^ in  short,  the  man  who  std  2nd  only  to  Ph  had  to  eat 

alone«  Xwhefehr,  logically  & h 

JfTrejtdice,  dont  know;  except  that  Herodotus  in 

SliSt”  /tells  us  that  E dislikd  eat  wth  strangers  & 
detpLi  Sr  habit  of  eat  wth  utensils;  may  have  been 
mer  Ivl  eTmatter  of  custom  & exclusivity 
5 of  c AeJlon  fr  our  time  is  all  too  obvious:  what 
^ shall  we  gain  & what  shall  we  lose  re  assim,  f^l^ing 

unon  ours^es  the  mantle  of  th^iajority? 

A ^r?ssue  really,  not  at  all  new!^  rather,  aji  issue 
^ to  be  confronted  gen  f^  each  new  generation; 

exceptive  have  se<n,  wu  wth  Jo,  wth 

wth  ?orque,  wth  Hitler  & even  in  our  own  time  ^ Ian 

7 that  if  anti-s  wants  to  find  us,  he  ^ 

' trnubTe  at  all  & all  the  assim  on  our  part  will  nt 
he!fS  in  f״.al  ax.alysis  if  he  wants  to  label ־)1 ־^ 

1 one^llat  lesson  re  Jo  and  it  concerns  the 

fam  relationships:  fath/son,  br  in  love  & fear/for, 
|f?o״e  it  all,  ..he  issue  of״fam״is  decide  here. 

2 one^^of  most  amazing  aspeOts  of  Jo  story. **■ ״ י®  wJ'‘ 

easily  have  thought  that  rej^se  Pr® 

factor;  Jo  entitled  to  anger,  hurt,  frustAiatioi  ± 

Ik  at  what  th^  have  done  vs  him  u+ 

T nt  only  taken  away  his  childhood,  brought  him  low 
’ ?L  a hipr^state,  robbd  him  of  his  f love  and  have 
hurt  the^^f  deeply  when  showing  him  coat  of  many  vol 
drlonlns  with  bid  they  said  was  Josephs 
U to  why  nt  anger  and  revenge  rather  than  reconcilia 
^swerr״^c  f ami  Ly  sense  was  overwhelming 

5 ?tttthars  wife,  mdrash^  what  wld^ 

my  fathr  say?  i when י י®  ttS  «Ln  one  of  hr 

as  they  face  gr  ^ E as  a sub  fr  Benjamin  so  f 

wld  remain  behind  in  E as  a suo 
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hurt  no  jfcaHfpMr,  it  is  then  that  he  reveals  his  orig 
wth  the  words  that  have  come  down  to  us  thru  genera־t 
and  have  shaken  mankind  to  core*  is  my  f*  yet  alive? 

6 and  altho  he  may  forgive  his  br,  when  Jacob  dies  & 
they  stand  in  fear  of  him,  as  well  they  might,  he 
spks  to  them;  am  I in  place  of  Gd?  Consc  is  on  yo^« 
CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 what  we  have  her•׳  is  more  tl)an  a mere  story,  we  have 
an  ingight  into  a personality  who,  on  many  levels, 
rep  what  we  ought  to  be 

2 he  has  cגד^age,  strength,  integrity,  perspective  of, 
his  time  and  place,  ability  to  rule  & have  compassin 
gO  that  frm  spoiled  brat  he  becomes  respons/mature 

3 how  many  of  us  wld  like  to  make  ths  progression  a 
reality;  altho  none  of  us  wld  like  to  experiencelL 
his  trials  and  tribulations 

4 we  like  to  forget  the  pain  which  preceded  his  eleva 
tion  to  power;  we  glbly  see  the  majesty  wthout  the 
prison;  we  take4lote  of  the  splendor  wthout  the 

5 llie  is  nt  fld  one  wi  out  the  other  & perhaps  this 
i3״ what  Jo  teaches  us;  he  is  a full  human  personalit 
as  depietd  in  Torah,  one  of  the  very  few  comp( hum  b« 

B Specific 

1 Ik  at  what  he  have  |)earnd;  guides  edgf  even  drms 

&  thr  ramifications;  one  can  nevr  escape  ones  Jness; 
and  fam  ties  supercede  most  everything  else 

2 u tenSTto  think  that  stor>'  of  so  long  ago  has  no  re! 
to  our  time?  that  these  anc,  obsolete  incidents^  thai 
Gen  will  never  win  any  prizes  fr  lit  or  rel  thought, 

3 perhaps,  I suggest,  we  should  rd  story  on^JJe  again 
in  wks  ahead  bee,  on  diff  level  & diff  time,  Jo  = 

Amen, 


Frid,  ^ec,  11,  1987 
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REVIEW  OF  "BABY" 


INTRÜDUGT 
A General 

1 we  tend  to  be  e^as^^  discouiagd,  espec  as  we  Ik  at 
the  many  miseries  of  world  abt  us  as  depctd  daily 
& nightly  by  way  of  news  media 

2 it  has  come  to  pt  where  psych  caution  the  ner׳vous 
nt  to  watch  the  11  old  news  bee  nt  able  to  sleep•»׳ 
as~  turmoil  & ;Jrr^gedy  torment  ן(  us  ^ubc_in  our  dyns 

3 and  while  we  havej^uch  to  be  thankfl  for,  as  I  16€’מ ן 
to  indie  in  Th  sermn,  negatives  all  too  strident 

B Specific י׳י ט■«- 

1 issue  is  carried  furthr  nt  on  y bee  ■of  our  view  or 
neg  issues  bt  re  our  :^e^^ations  to  them:  we  feel  _bl| 
less.  & to  protect  our selves* di^^ance  ourselvs  frm 
t^e“grt  turmoil  which  afflicts~ our  fellow  man 

2 we  become  immune  & tend  to  shrug  off  the  bur\lden  of 
feelings-shard  wth  the  fp,mous  words  ”cant  help  any- 
way,  what  can  we  do”  = nt  0\ג^  cause,  lot,  concm  I 

3 & even  when  we  hr  an  upbt  story  of  some  grt  blessng 
or  majr  achievement,  we  often  as  imnaine  to  success 
as  we  are  to  tragedy  & failure 

4 bec  bth  extremes  of  achievement  & suffering  nt  in  r 
swp  *T“ life  except,  of  c,  & only  ^ facetious:  when 
someone  else  wins  lottery  &/or  our  hurt  the  worst  I 

BODY 
A Gaby 

1 want  to  tell  u ths  eve  of  a film  "Gaby"  still  play- 
ing  in  NY,  little  notice  bt  extraordinary  on  sev  Iv 

2 it  tells  rst^iTyJ  ^ery  jpo^lrggg^  bt  bdfr  spk  of  it 
want  to  empb"^^ o^^  spec,  pos  aspects  of  life 

bec  we  nd  to  refresh  our  minds,  & spirits,  fr  what 
is  possible  V / 

3 worlT'  does  nt  1*un  on  tragedy,  deft,  neg  alone*  we 
can  truly  make  a case  fr  p6s  achievements 

nt  an  instance  of  polite^”pos  'f'hinking”  only 

k ^■tory  uf  iiiarattm  piiitUt■  wlb  no  kJiow  persnally 

p man  wbo  is  blind  & runs  marath  wth  seeing  guide; 
an  artist  paints  wth  hs  toes 

5 & recently  hrd  story  of  two  pianists,  each  disabld 
on  1 side:  play  duets , one  using  r,  othr  1 hand  so 
that  out  of  adversity,  in  r!  sense,  achieve  harmony 

6 and  if  want  to  bring  issue  furt hei^  mothrs  in  -Argen 
on  streets  protesting  loss  of  thr^^ons,  as  people 
here  marchd  on  DC  some  yrs  ago»Vall  contrary  to  pt 
that  we  nt  able  to  help,  h^ve  no  voice,  no  effect, 

7 so  many  people  have  meinagd  to  overcome  overwhelming 
odds  that  we  have  suffic  reason  to  view  life  frm  a 
pos  pt  of  view  & sk  out  that  approach  to  life  rathr 


than  neg^  always  so  persistent  & obvious 


TRIUMPH  OF  SPIRIT 

1 what  we  t^lk»abt  is  triumph  of  human  spirit  & ths 
precisely  is  story  of  film:  Gaby 

2 she  a girl  b wth  Cerebri  Palsy  to  a couple  which  ha 
to  Iv  l׳urope  due  to  Nz  per’sec  & settld  in  Mex  City; 
f = MD  & able  to  establ  himself,  couple  even  has  a 
2nd  ch:  boy  bt  he  thanJcfully  normal  in  all  respects 

3 yet,  girl.  Gaby״  destind  fr  ine;tit  life  bee  totally 
wthin  herself:  cant  spk,  cant  use  hands,  at  mercy  oi 
helprs  & no  way  fr  what  goes  on  in  hr  hd  to  come  out 

k except  t h־at  a menial  workr  sees  that  a 

bond  can  be  establshd:  can  move  1 ft  & able  to  d.gnl 
yes/no  &,  as  result,  process  of  ed  begins;  G - brigh 

5 Gaby  fights  her  way,  wth  help  & support  of  fam,  intq 
publ  ed  sector;  she  types  answers  wth  1 toe  on  a ma- 
chine  attachd  to  her  wheelchair;  begins  to  wi^irte, 
gets  a job,  acceptd  at  Univ,  has  poetry  published 

6 even  several  poi gnat  scenes  as  Gaby  falls  in  love 
wth  anot hr  boy CP  bt  nt  as  severe  as  she;  &, 
later  on/^,  wth  normal  boy  bt,  sadly,  ths  love  in  a 
heart-rending  sequence,  cant  be  co  sumatd  altho  the 
expression  fr  love  a I 1 too  real  on  face  & in  body  of 

7 whaf  is  at  hrt  of  mattr,  even  more  than  G herself, 
the  effort  par  to  help  & ths  comes  into  focus  in 
partic  contra^^To  othr  CP  victim,  the  boy,  already 
mentioned  in  passing 

8 his  p fear  fr  him  re  his  being  rejeetd  at  school  or 
even  wth  hi^^peers;  to  send  him  to  spec3<^d  school 
over,  despite  fact  that  only  goes  frm  1-6  grade/bec 
he  nt  strong  enough  to  dl  wth  pressures  of  outsd  ג* 

9 bt  Gaby  is  strong  enough;  she  is  wheeld  frm  place  to 

place,  pounds  her  toe  on  ty^wr^jter,  she  laughs  & 

cries  & aggressively  pushes  her  way  into  world  and, 
over  the  yrs,  wth  her  comp  always  at  her  side,  wth 

p dead  & br  on  his  own,  she  even  ad0£^s  a healthy  ch 

0 one  sees  life  continue  & the  spirit  rejoices, 

ACTING 

1 what  have  told  u is  a movie  based  on  rl-life  person 
& she  is  known,  in  circuitious  way,  to  someone  of  co 

2 ths  yoiang  woman  wth  all  hei:  !gevere  handicap  is  playd 

by  a totally  no^nal  person(^n  a superb  acting  perfor, 
bt  even  more,  Academy  Award  nomination  already 

assured:  is  role  of  companion  ״ A 0*^/1  ^ 

3 to  indicate  to  you  the  strength  of  the  acting:  malce 
mention  of  fact  that  Gaby's  m = Liv  Ullman,  nt  one  t 
take  2nd  place  to  any  othr  actress  by  far!  Yet,  ths 
is  the  grt  achievement  of  ths  film:  in  the  faCe  of 
ths  enorm  heuidicap  & triumph  spirit,  Liv  = second  rol 

4^t  is  a film  dominatd  by  women  bt  of  such  strength 

/ / 6 ׳-r-.  L. 


that  we  understaaid  the  women  of  Arg  even  bettr,  _Yov 
can  nt  Iv  ths  theatr  the  same  as  u entered;  yr  very 
approach  to  life,  txnless  u totally  ins  nsitive,  must 

(^beTXrT  so^e”  wa^affectd, 

CNCTUSIUN 

A General  _ , o x.  ^ 

1 it  might  interest  u to  know  that  the  real  Gaiay 
ths  count3ry,  among  othr  places,  to  spk  fr  herself 

hbr  achievements  - 4.  j 

2 have  been  told  that  wth  modem  the.a^py,  iiJi. 

the  film,  she  able  to  spk  haltingly  & abve  all:  mov6 
by  herself  wth  walker;  audiences  in  presence  of  noba 
lity,  strength,  perseverance,  an  ex  to  one  & all 

1 & that  is  something  to  be  notd  also  fr  us:  here 

fam  twice  facd  wth  trauma:  emigr  due  to  persec  ו 

thr  child  wth  its  difficulties,  enough  to  destrov  ai 
ordinary  fam  except  tljs  fam  chose,jr^to  be  as  11  o^ 

2 case  can  be  made  re  Jud  as  well:  destr  time  & again 

& yet  revivd;  weiof  same  backgr  as  Gaby  s fam  & we 
also  made  r way;  our  ancestrs  in  g^age,  ^ ־ 

cumstance  suffrd  at  hands  of  thoseAseek  to 

3 & yet  suirit  of  humanity,  triumph  of  J hrt  & mind 
has  permit td  us  to  remain  alive  & return  to  s^ircqf 
of  J life.  Syn, 1 ׳' orah , learning,  prayer,  unity. 

4 bt,  make  no  mistake:  Gaby  ^ a "J”  picture;  rathr  a 

movid  abt  a hiunn  being  who  at  of  being  releg 

to  phy^sol.  fr  a lifetime,  is  touchd  by  ^armth  of 
anothr  human  being,  achieves  ^rk^rough  & lives* 

5 in  ever  so  many  ways,  it 71׳ ־  an -tu+fii  nn  to  us;  t haiPc- 

ן ן i 1 n meeting  advr— 

sity  in  society  & being  aware  that  while  ^ 

& invasive  wth  a destructive  force  ־ ׳ ־ 

6 people  cap.  be  Just  as  pos,  achle1״*ns,  car  ins,  noble 

& desplT^t  all,  can  make  thr  way  & themselves 

undorstdיfr  S<J,  fr  bless,  fr  honor,  fr  inc  & insp! 
above  all,  fr  1-if^J 

Amen. 


, Tab.,  Frid  eve.,  Dec.  4,  1987 


Review  of  film  ”Gaby" 


DREYFUS  EXHIBITION 


INTRODUGT 
A General 

1 we  have  rnajny  museums  in  NYC,  most  world-famous  & 
ojjhrs  quite  mediocre;  d Mus  .;hich,  fr  yrs,  *lad  ininim 
reput,  within  past  ten  yrs  earnd  internat!  reputation' 

2 have  spoken  re  some  of  othr  exhib  bt  none  more  powrf 
or  interesting  than  Dreyfus  Arfair,  on  view  thru  Jan 
14th  & it  should  be  seen  by  all 

3 over  500  items  displayd  & while  nt  all  of  = import, 
each  has  a spec  reasn  fr  being  included:  frm  orig 

■ date  newsp  with  headline  "J' Accuse"  to  ch  games  or 
ladies'  fans  on  which  scenes  frm  D li^e/  ^trial  displ 
B Specific  ---־ 

1 frm  ev  pt  of  view,  ths  a learn  experience  ^ all  more 

so  if  u buy  catalogue  wt^TlTTs  articles,  pictures,  | 
dates,  and  sev  pts  of  view 

2 many  of  us,  of  c,  know  basic  outline  of  D Affair  bt 
only  an  exhib  such  as  ths  can  give  us  insight  into 
the  multilayrd  rami lie  which  were  part  of  ths  event 

3 & so־ae  of  these  ramific,  frm  J & see  pts  of  view, 
were  truly  revoluti  nary  &,  can  ^^te:  changd  world, 
or  at  least,  west  world  & cert_jJ  world, 

4 % Jlso,  friendships  frmd  & broken  sound  !.ike  a ros 
er  of  the  famous,  hoJiord  & renowned  & yet,  wthout  a 
Ik  at  exhibit,  no  idea  whose  side  they  on 

5 Degas,  Renoir,  Gez  were  vs  D;  Pissaro,  Monet. were  +; 

the  writers  Ghekov,  MTwain  & Proust  all  +;  a.-  were 
Leon  6 of  FR:  Clemenceau. 


BODY 


^ HIBTURY 

1 jUcjt  to  give  issue  some  larger  perspective,  already 

ment  that  over  500  items  on  display;  so  far,  over  8( 
titles  of  majr  bks  written  re  D affair7  ^ 

2 many  think  that  wth  Zola's,  lettr  to  Pres  of  Rejpuyj.( 
D exon  all  forgiven  bt  hardly  the  caseK..D  bom  in 

cfc  d in  1935«  '׳י as  tried_«5;  fd  guilty  in  0 4 

' — btr  -rragrTö־'w־äi^  ig^  yrs  , wth  Dev  I si  interlude,  fr  OK 
^3  D fam  hist  goes"Kack  to  1749  in  Alsaac  & closely  kn־ 
bt  when  ths  hapvnd,  fam  torn  apart  wth  attacks 
& concern,  they  all  suffrd  bee  event  seen  as  dishon 
by  thr  very  own  vs  Jews  & ,of  c,  vs.  FreuTce. 

4־  & finlly  to  indie  sweep  of  time  involved:  Zola  did 
nt  write  his  famous  lettr  till  4 yrs  aitr  D convict 
& ■transfer  to  Dev  Isl;  and  while  B exon  & reinstatd 
in  1906,  in  I9O8  when  Zola  ashes  transfrd  to  Panth- 
eon,  a didsident  fired  shot  at  D womiding  him  sligh 
5 it  was,  in  othr  words,  a case  which  cld  nojt  come  to 
rest  & while  issue  today  superceded  by  oThr  wrongs 
vs  J people,  D Affair  a majr  mark  in  modxna  anti-s. 


ii 


I 


matlistic  forces 

1 bt  othr  than  facts  wdre  at  work;  natllstic  forces 
which  in  some  waysinore  vital  & comp^t han  facts!  ex! 

2 natlistic  movemen^^lemaiiding  Fr  fr  frenchmen  only;  ! 
numb  of  incidents  in  dif :q^art sjbf  Fr  vs  newcomers  = a 
grp  of  Jews  to  Fr  frm  Af  or  othr  west  countries  or 
even  into  ßar  frm  provinces  where  Jews=  bggrs  or  Ion 


I 


3 ths  natli  a concept  of  Justice  or  view  of  Fr:  no 

Frenchman  can  do  any  wrong;  thus!  D accus  of  trea.sn 
fit  the  bill  bee  no  otiir  minorities  available  bt  Jew 
sem^'d  as  ready  scapegoat  & disho10וsty  of  a frenchman 
nt  accept^!,  believd,  dealt  with 

4 outsider:^^  Frmen  who  were  syüpÄwth  Jews  & who  sid 
ed  wth  D mostly  out  of  Intel lectual  reasons^  rathrj( 
than  the  emotions  created  by  accus  of  treasn,  were  a 
ths  juncture  in  hist  calld  or  identified  by  new  ^f^e 
= *‘intellectuals‘;  ths  origi:v0׳f  term  & a neg  connotat 

5 ths  also  the  yr,  1895,  whej^hotog  i vented  as  a via 

ble  instrument;  thus,  have  an  early  film  of  the 

t>  episode  & it  ig  run  at  Museum;  more: 

v^time  of  popular  press  togethr  wth  photographs  and 
sketches;  Issue  of  ^ J * Accuse”  ran  off  3^0,000  copies 
«^in  one  day!  ^ourt  sketchers  sent  thr  impressions  to 
^newT^per  publish  offices  by  carrier  pigeon  fr  speed 

6 alljthis  should  give  u idea  of  tierces  av  work  into 
which,  or  bee  of  which,  D Affair  a mjr  trauma  fr  Fr/ 
when  Zola  became  convined  that  D had  been  erron  fnd 
guilty  & he  wrote  his  lettr  of  protest  pubiicly  to 

^^res  of  Republic,  f orceslanleaslifid  no  one  drmd  about, 
ffin  dd  to  fact  that  in  1882^011apse  of  Cath  Bank  & 

\ in  1892  bankruptcy  of  Peinama  C assoc  & all  blamed  on 
\ _^s  by  anti-sem  fr  ''best”  6'f  all  reasons:  we  there 
נ ”HERZL  & ZlL'>jISM 

1 bt  one  natlistic  cause  nt  yet  raent  6:  perhaps  most  i! 
fr  us  as  Jews;  trial  an  internatl  sensation  & reps 
of  Press  frm  all  over  world.  Majr  _V_P^P®לנ  sent  its 
leading  c rrespondent  00  his  name  Ih.B 

2 Herzl  nt  only  saw  the  trial  & degradation  of  D but 

also  heard  the  anti-s  voices  I iw‘  i I irlr  ■ -ani  wr- 1 1 — as 
Jll  III 1 11  he  knew  something  terrilAy  wrong 

3 while  in  1791  J = cit  of  Fr,  wth  Uothsch  & RR  devel 

opment,  w!U/e  in  this  ׳ enliglנt enod  country  the  Jews 
truly  believd  in  their  place  as  free  men  & women;  1!^ 
■^gfein  & again  accus  nt  only  of  treachery  bt  of  usury 
in  Metz,  Oolmar,  •ה! rassbourg , etc,  H:  idea 

4 Jews  wld  never  be  at  ease,  even  in  Fr  (as  later  in 
G)  if  they  did  nt  have  a Jnome  of  thr  ovm,  a land  ^o 
call  thr  own  when  they  would  be  citizens  of  o־,  by 
themselves,  wrote  a bk  inc&rp  all  these  ideas  fr 


whi  le 


i  ii 

Jews  and.  he  calld  ths  bk  "The  J State"  & thus  /innisr 
as  a pn1  IticaJ  movement  was  bom.  No  longer  prayers 
bt  a natl  movement  « 

5 of  c,  little  influencejl  and  support  when  publ  in  18’ 
bt  u know  the  consequences  thereof:  State  19^7»  ^merr 
5^  yrs  later,  Neithr  H nor  D ivd  to  see  realizatn, 
CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 history  a strange  phenora:  Majr  Esterhazy  of  Fr  armiy 

sold  gome  secrets  to  Germany,  which  was  treason  in 
any  case  bt  unforgivable  aftr  Fr/Pr  war  of  1871» 

2 by  reason  of  circumstantial  evidence  D guilty  & pub 
licly  degraded  & sent  to  DIs  where  Languished  fr  yrs 

3 ^ ad^i t^i  e en  fr  Emil  Zolas  sense  of  justice,  no  rl 

his  famous  lettr  a milestone  in  historical 
process  & in  a decade,  D freed  & reinstated  & the 
guTTEy  apprehended. 

4 it  was  an  upheaval  on  social,  pol  & spiritual  levels 
of  Fr,  Jewry  and  even  mankind;  it  so  affected  the  Fr 
that  within  context  of  ths  time  the  Sep  of  •׳־h/St  be- 
came  official  Fr,  nat!  policy  (1905)' 

5 everything  was  changd,  noth  cld  ever  be  the  same  agn 

B SPECIi'IG  ' ־ 

1 all  this  & much  more  at  JMus  thru  Jan  14,  I988;  JM 
easily  accessible  frm  here  by  bus  & open  frm  noon., 
till  6 or  8 except  fr  Frid  & Saturdays;  even  the  20? ל 
catalogue  is  superb 

2 u can  see  & walk  thru  the  exhibit  in  a hour  u can 

linger  over  it  fr  an  entire  day  ’ 

3 one  thing  is  sure:  u will  nt  be  bored,  I think  u nd 
to  see  & experience  the  exhibit  bec,  in  an  eve^!  more 
dreadful  parallel,  Wfi  Ivd  through  a similar  time  al- 

, though  more  traurnatic  by.  far,  . . . , 

4 u may  or  may  nt  know  much  abt  Fr  hist  but  ^ is  irre 

levant;  u all  know  abt_D  bec  in  one  way  or  anothr, 
he  is  yr  life  experience  and  mine, 

Ame”?!,  ' — ־* 


lieb.  Tab,,  Frid  eve,,  Nov,  20,  1987 


by  Rabbi  Jerome  K.  Davidson 

Temple  ßeth-El 

Great  Neck,  New  York  v-  , 

ז--  U“! 

NEW  YORK  FEDERATION  OF  REFORM  SYNAGOGUESXn  I 
CONFERENCE  ON  SOCIAL  ACTION 

November  2,  1986  CM^-7  ז« 


י/ז 


FOREWORD 


How  great  is  our  Torah  that  from  it  we  carr  derive 
timeless  ethical  principles,  eternal  verities. 

In  the  prophetic  tradition,  Rabbi  Jerome  Davidson  in- 
spires  us  to  fulfill  our  mission  by  being  our  brother’s 
keeper.  That  we,  as  jews,  have  a responsibility  to  try 
to  make  this  a better  world  by  doing  and  hearing, 
noose  v’nishma,  responding  to  the  voice  of  anguish  of 
those  who  suffer.  His  message  could  not  be  more  time 
ly,  for  tomorrow  may  be  too  late. 

Let  us  not  tarry,  but  do  the  work  we  are  bidden  by 
him  to  do. 

Rabbi  Bernard  M.  Zlotowitz 
Director, 

New  York  Federation  of  Reform  Synagogues 
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Progressive  Arehiteeture  Cover 
dec.  1971. 

Stained  Glass  in  America  by 
Gilbert  Lloyd  Foundation  Books. 
Contemporary  Synagogue  Art  by 
A.  Kampf.  Interiors  oct.  1959. 
Architectural  Engineering  News 
sept.  63  and  nov.  1969. 

Craft  Horizons  feb.  59,  jul.  59, 
jan.  68,  and  aug.  71. 

Intellectual  Digest  cover  story 
feb.  1973. 

Stained  Glass  Magazine  several 
issues. 

The  Glass  Industries  apr.  1973. 
Aspen  The  Magazine  dec.-jan.  1975. 
Numerous  articles  in  various 
publications  and  newspapers. 

Professional  Affiliations 

Accredited  Artist  of  the  Union 
of  American  Hebrew  Congre- 
gations. 

Architectural  League  of  N.Y. 
Stained  Glass  Association  of 
America. 

Interfaith  Forum  on  Religion, 

Art  and  Architecture. 


Sets  of  35  mm  colored  slides  are  available 
upon  request  from  Duval  Studios. 


Collections 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Springfield, 
Ma.  Billy  Rose  Collection,  Bezalel 
Museum,  Jerusalem.  Numerous 
private  collections. 

Commissions 

Recipient  of  over  250  commis- 
sions  in  Stained  Glass,  Tapestries 
and  Mosaics.  Winner  of  the  inter- 
national  competition  for  the 
Vatican  Pavilion  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair.  B’nai  Israel  (Historic 
monument)  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  The 
nondenominational  Prince  of 
Peace  chapel  in  Aspen,  Co.  An 
entire  chapel  at  the  Catholic 
National  Shrine  in  Washington, 
DC.  Chapel  for  the  FBI  Academy, 
Quantico,  Va.  Historic  monument 
commission  in  Germany  for 
several  windows. 

Sculpture 

Altman  & Wolf  Equitable  Bldg., 
Baltimore. 

Work  Published 

Art  in  Architecture  by  Louis 
Redstone,  McGraw  Hill  publisher. 
TWA  Ambassador  Magazine  cover 
story  jan.  1972. 


Born  in  Strasbourg,  France  1930. 
Studied  at  the  Ecole  des  Arts 
Decoratifs  in  Strasbourg,  Art 
Students  League  in  New  York. 

Taught 

At  the  New  School  for  Social 
Research,  New  York,  Metropolitan 
Museum  at  the  Cloister,  New  York. 

Author 

Working  with  Stained  Glass  T.Y. 
Crowell,  Funk  and  Wagnall 
publishers. 

Exhibitions 

Riverside  Museum,  New  York 
Arts  Club  of  Chicago 
U A H C New  York 
Episcopal  Church  Center,  New  York 
Rochester  Memorial  Art  Gallery 
Temple  Emanuel,  Yonkers 
National  Arts  Club,  New  York 
Museum  of  Contemporary  Crafts 
New  York  “Art  in  Worship” 

Boetie  Gallery,  New  York 
Museum  of  Allentown,  Pa. 


DUVAL  STUDIOS 
Gypsy  Trail 
Carmel,  N.Y.  10512 
914-225-6077 


Recommended  by  the  President's  Message  Committee 
November  1,  1987 


PEACE  IN  THE  Minnr.E  EAST 


The  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  emphatically 
reaffirms  the  historic  position  of  our  movement  that  it  is  both 
our  right  and  responsibility  to  express  our  views  on  the  issues 
that  affect  Israel.  As  family,  we  do  not  serve  Israel's  cause 
when  we  censor,  sanitize  or  stifle  our  views,  or  submit  to  the 
attempts  of  others  to  censor  them. 

FURTHER,  the  UAHC  views  the  status  quo  in  Judea,  Samaria,  and 
Gaza  as  damaging  to  Israel's  essential  character,  moral  stature? 
and  security.  ^ 


THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  UAHC  call  on  Israel  's 
government  diligently  to  pursue  a_ll  possible  avenues  to  a 
political  resolution  Of  tlfe~Arab-Israel  coiTfT  ic  t . Last  i ng  peac  e ' 
is  best  achieved  through  a political  process,  and(^ny  ,׳dppor  tun  i ty 
for  advancing  that  process,  whether  through  direct  bilateral 
negotiations  between  Israel  and  neighboring  states,  or  with 
appropriate  international  participation,  should  be 

enthusiastically  embraced. 


Recommended  by  the  Resolutions  Committee 
Revised  November  1,  1987 


VI. 

ISRAEL  and  SOUTH  AFRICA 

Submitted  bv  Commission  on  Social  Action  of  Reform  Judaism 
BACKGROUND; 

The  1985  General  Assembly  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations  reaffirmed  our  longstanding  opposition  to 
apartheid,  and  called  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  to 
terminate  military  sales  and  to  place  economic  pressure  on  South 
Africa  to  dismantle  its  system  of  apartheid.  The  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations'  call  for  strong  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Africa  was  a reflection  of  a deep  moral 
revulsion  on  the  part  of  its  members. 

We  believe  that  all  nations,  including  Israel,  who  are  dedicated 
to  the  principles  of  equality  and  justice  should  be  guided  by 
those  same  concerns  in  formulating  their  plans  and  actions  with 
regard  to  South  Africa. 

The  relationship  between  Israel  and  South  Africa  has  been  a 
source  of  considerable  controversy  during  the  past  two  decades. 
During  that  time,  Israel  has  had  an  inconsistent  record.  While 
it  has  condemned  apartheid,  it  has  also  maintained  economic  and 
military  ties  with  South  Africa. 

We  are  heartened  that  during  the  past  year,  Israel  has  taken 
affirmative  steps  to  reduce  economic  relationships  with  South 
Africa  and  to  train  Black  labor  leaders  from  South  Africa. 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations; 

1.  Express  gratification  at  Israel's  announcement  that  it  will 
not  enter  into  new  military  or  civilian  contracts  with  South 
Af r ica . 

2.  Commend  the  government  of  Israel  for  undertaking  an 
expanding  program  for  training  Black  labor  leaders  from 
South  Africa  in  Israel. 

3.  Urge  the  government  of  Israel  to; 

A.  Expand  its  economic  sanctions  against  South  Africa  in 
line  with  steps  already  adopted  by  the  United  States. 

B.  Immediately  halt  all  arms  shipments  to  the  apartheid 
government  of  South  Africa. 
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ISRAEL  AND  SOUTH  AFRICA  - 2. 
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disengagement  in  all  areas  of 
including  research  and 


Institute  a policy  of 
economic  involvement 
development. 
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Institute  the  following  specific  steps  to  demonstrate 
Israel *s  disengagement  from  South  Africa: 
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End  all  relationships  with  the  so-called 
"homelands,"  including  those  of  an  economic  and 
military  nature. 

Terminate  the  "twinning"  of  Israeli  cities  with 
South  African  cities  (such  as  Haifa  and  Cape  Town, 
Durban  and  Eilat)  so  that  these  arrangements  do 
not  provide  a means  of  circumventing  sanctions 
against  South  Africa. 


1. 
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Recommended  by  the  President's  Message  Committee 
Revised  November  1,  1987 


VIII. 


EAPgINIC  RECRPITMENT^^D  CORPS  OF  VOLÜNTEER  PARA-RABBINir.S 

WHEREAS,  close  taC^e  hundreT^AHC^ongregations  are  currently 
seeking  and  unable  tb^ng ag e ״RatstnTs;  and 


WHEREAS,  other  professions  have  replaced  the  rabbinate  as  the 
career  of  choice  for  many  of  our  finest  young  people;  and 


^EREAS,  the  future  growth  of  our  temples  and  our  Movement  will 
in  large  measure  be  determined  by  strong  and  competent  rabbinic 
leadership;  and 


WHEREAS,  our  congregations  are  the  source  of  our  future 
leadership;  and 
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WHEREAS,  we  note  the  success  of  existing  volunteer  para-Rabbinic 
programs; 
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THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 

join  with  the  Central  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis  and  the  Hebrew  Union  College-Jewish  Institute  of  Religion 
in  a vigorous  program  of  rabbinic  recruitment  to  meet  a problem 
that  has  reached  crisis  proportions.  , 


BE  IT  ALSO  RESOLVED  that  we  call  upon  the  partnership  of  the 
Union,  the  Conference  and  the  College-Institute  to  explore  the 
development  of  a course  of  training  leading  to  the  establishment 
of  a corps  of  volunteer  para-Rabbinics . 
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KC  TALK:  OCT.  18,87 

INTRODUCT 

A General  1 

1 sub jet  fr  disc  ths  aft,  left  to  my  discretion  & so  I 

many  possibilities:  Is,  ortho  vs  sec  here  & in  Isr, i 
diff  of  orient  betw  e/w,  immig  & native  bm  Judaismj 

2 & all  ths  wthout  ref  to  what  Jud  teaches  re  some  ofj 
majr  philo/theol  aspects  of  contemp  life:  abortion,] 
artif  insem,  remov  life-sustain  equip,  etc  & these  1 
nt  idle  specul  bee  indiv  & fsja  come  to  me  fr  advice 

3 bt  these  are  subjects  of  more  personal  nature  & wii; 
address  so  le  comments  to  these  subjets  if  you  ask  m< 
later  eithr  in  q/a  period  or  privately 

4 want  to  spk  to  u ths  aft  of  subject  which  has  fiar 
broader  implic  & while  we  nt  persn  affectd,  Jdwry 
is  & ramific  possible  fr  decades,  gener  to  come. 

B Specific 

1 Id  u into  it  circuitously;  133י^®  forefmt  fr  me 
on  Sund,  9/20  ״,^ftr  JPII  had  left  to  ret  to  ■^^orae;  on 
eve  news,  O'C  spk  briefly  of  his  trip  wth  Pontiff 

2 O'C:  how  hard  P workd,  how  exhaustd  atjbnd  of  day, 
how  Sjpirj t a man  ths  was  & that  only  spirituality 
had  helpd  him  survive  strenuous  schedule 

3 perhaps  bt  cim  nt  convincdl  to  my  eye,  P a ^o^  figur( 
& while  dont  want  to  be  a cynic:  wth  every  step  plai 
wth  every  gpeech/word  carefully  weighd,  wth  ev  intr. 
view  carefully  eval  in  light  of  Vat  policy:'  pol  ent, 

4 frm  hist,  read,  observ  ovr  yrs  while  elect  toT^  IT  nt 
as  blatant  as  elect  to  Pres,  still  quite  a few  simi; 
bee  P hd  of  small  state  bt  hd  of  50# mil  indiv  &,  on 
any  level,  that  a force  to  be  recknd  with, 

BODY 

A RLL  ACTION  י 

1 all  ths  as  introduct  to  obv  concept  that  rel./^doe3nt 
exist  in  a vacuvim  altho  n1  d-f ash  concept  was  in  ths 
direction:  that  spirit  & practicality  mut  exclusive 

2 Jud  saw  Comb  many  cent  ago  in  words  of  Isa,  Jere,A 
"fd  hungry,  cloth  nakd,  light  to  nat " , *׳  Just , J purs 
"nt  as  ch  of  Ebhiop",  "pld  fr  wid  & fathrless",  etc 

3 concept  of  link  betw  rel  & reality  by  P-yot  at  *fum 
of  cent:  Rauschenbush ; & while  Ghurch  last  to  retai: 
or  foster  iragge  of  pure  spirituality,*  no  lon^  the 
Case  nor  was  it  ever  as  Ik  at  Renal  sc  will  indicate 

4 today:  P to  SA  & involvd  in  "lib  theol",  talks  re 
social  struct  & touches  pol  nerve,  in  north  territ 
of  Can,  told  Can  Indians  he  favors  thr  right  to*slf 

^detirmination"  & ths  blatant  interference  in  g®vts, 

(5  thus,  these  & many  oihr  instances,  no  longer  do 

V I Wr  RC  adher  glibly  & ^uiotly  accept  "spirit"  of 
the  P or  of  Bishops  gS  any  glance  at  documents  in- 


di c at e s : on  ■^n  economy  re  poverty,  on  nuclear  thrt, 

I & so;  strip  away  pontif  veneer,  glittr,  robes 

see  ths  majr  personal,  fr  what  he  is:  a pol  entity, 
the  ruler  of  mass  of  people,  hd  of  state,  Abs  ^^uler, 

3 CHANGES 

1 now  anothr  idsue  re  our  percept  of  rel;  a uni 1 at  swp 

faith  fnn  eine  times  to  present;  we  in  Ju3  know  it 
is  nt  so  bt  Ch  likes  to  present  ths  image  to  mark  th 
continuity  nt  only  of  faith  bt  of  P absolute  author, 

2 in  Jud  do  n t^ibay h j s problem:  no  absolutes,  no  hiö 

rchy,  no  fr  even  while  o^ho  likes  to  sho\< 

us  ths  phase  ^o^^  our  rel,  any  s'tudent  of  J hist  can 
indie:  not  so^^changes,  upheaval s , revisions,  etc, 

3 ortho  of  Breuer  vs  ortho  of  ^has;  refrm  of  HT  & Hab 
nt  same  as  ref  of  Emanuel;  lib  Jud  of  e vs  west  Coaa 
more:  women  to  T,  countd  as  Minyan,  posit  of  leaders 

4 so  in  ths  Context,  P has  problems  bee  despite  nretn 
of  uniformity:  rebellion  frm  laity,  nians,  priests  o 
variety  of  subjects  these  known  to  all  of  u 

5 what  to  do?  a conflict  of  interests  which  must  be  ; 
addressed:  P travels  ar  world  nt  bee  he  enjoys  tr  vl 
per  se  (he  might)  bt  bee  by  his  visible  pre^nce  a- 
mong  peoples  who  wld  never  dream  of  seeing'  him,  he 
consolidates  his  power,  draws  p ople  to  his  charism  j 
person,  plays  to  TV  audience,  kiss  ground  of  yr  land 

6 & having  come  to  u,  nt  as  a distant,  ^oman, .force, 
he  can  spk  to  u "tachlis”  & tell  uk  exactly  what  he 
wants  of  you  re  deeds,  thoughts,  beliefs 

7 he  will  hr  yr  protests,  position  papers,  pleading  fr 
a cause  bt  ths  nt  spontaneous;  he  knows  what  u will 
say  & his  answer  already  on  paper;  thus,  in  real  sen 
^ dial  bt  an  exchange  of  views  where  more  often  thn 
nt,  two  spk  p^t  @ othr  than  interact  wth  <ü>  othr, 

8 th^t  spirituality,  holiness  bt  politics  on  grand  sc 

receives  ] 

Araf,  embrac  Waldheim  as  "man  of  pc"  & ex^:  Jesus 
ate  wth  sinners  & if  this  case  wth  J,  also  OK  fr  Pop 

9 except:  sinnrs  of  Gospl  had  already  askd  fr  forgiven 
& had  admittd  thr  guilt  which,  to  ths  day,  nt  case 
fr  Waldheim  nor  has  P spoken  vs  dep  mayor,  of  Linz  & 
his  ar^'ti-'Sem  statements  within  pAst  month,  ־ 

1 JUDAISM  & PAPACY ׳ ־ ״ 

1 now  It  us  finally  bring  two  forces  togeth:  Jud  & Pap 
bee  meetings  in  ^^ome  & Miami  are  at  crux  of  issue 5 a 
aÄ־^^tion,  understand,  help,  hinderancey׳  etc, 

2Qst^  JP  cert  nt  an  anti-sl  he  purs  also  by  Nz,  abusd 
them,  on  thr  wantd  list;  we  know  he  hid  & arrangd 
hd  places  fr  othrs  & did  save  some 

3 he  Icnows  abt  us,  he  aware  of  J conceims,  may  even  be 


iii 

in  symp  wth  our  cause,  uses  Heb  term  "shoah”  & uses 
”Isr”  (as  vs  HLeuid)  in  ref  to  the  natl  St^te  & these 
are  subtle  bt  signif  nuances  of  better  /^lation^  ips 
which  ought  to  be  noted  & apprec 

4 on  othr  hand,  Pap  does  nt  run  on  basis  of  what  some 
J want  or  what  oiar  agenda  is  in  I987;  & if  thr  ends 
so  e day  servd  by  feurn  backs  on  us  would  prob  do  so 

5 bee:  our  agendas  are  djf f . our  view  of  hist  is  diff J 
I our  sense  of  future  divergent  as  past  has  demonstra^ 

even  our  sense  of  tiן^e_  quite  opposite:  they  have 
^^-^^etemltv  bt  we,  for  ex,  re  Isr  want  i t s sejc.jtoday  1 J 

6 just  2 ex  fr  purposed  oT~expTaKat^iroir: ' ovr  cent.  Vat 
confisc  thous  of  prec  folios  of  Talmd  which  did  nt 
burn;  thus:  today,  largest  reposit  of  Talm  MSS  in  t 
^V0£^d  are  nt  in  J hands  bt  in  Vat  Lib  1 no  progress 
äu  yrs  of  discussion  to  retu37n  some  to  our  librarie 

7 2nd  ex:  while  JP  has  usd  "Isr”  re  State/  frm  theol  p 
of  V it  is  impossible  fr  land  where  Jes  b,  spoke,  d 
to  be  a "J"  Country  = arontradict  in  terms;  thr  agen 
da,  percept  of  hj-gt!  priorities  diff  frm  ours, 
b^b^ mor ^?^i^ome  echo  concept  ’^HoT^o  been  ir ans frmd  frm 
a J tragedy  into  a Cath  vict"&  no  lack  of  evidence; 
indeed,  some  see  Cath/J  dialogues,  meetings,  visita 
tions,  etc,  as  a prefude  to  influenc  our  thoughts  & 
ultimate  <fi!^Cl5SES'  future  tactic  for  conversion 
ex:  chapl  at  Ausch  by  nvins,  chapl  at  ^obibor , 
tion  of  J in  speh  at  Maideneck;  furthr: 


no  me: 


entir 

world 


Fr,  Kolbe  & S׳r,  Edith  Stein  phenomena  ״o  that 


tragedy  fr  our  people  enlarged  to  iticlude  the 


& while  heuoism  of  Kolbe  nt  to  be  denied,  approach 


pt  of  V,  almost  an  insult  that|an 

^ ^ ^ L%  ^ > 


to  Stein,  fxnn  our 

apostate  will  one  day  roach  rank  of  saint hd, 
of  c,  these  just  most  obv  examples  & u can  hear  so 

Hronfmn 
who  are 
NY, 


much  more  if  u listn  to  Sch,  Waxman,  >^e:Lch, 


><^e:ucp , 

those  high  ranking  J NÄftypß«! 
hiereirchy  on  daily  basis  in 


to  say 
wth  RC 


which  is 
in  touch 
CONCLUSION 
A General 


1 where  then  do  we  stand  in  all  this,  what  does  it  jTtn| 

2 Come  a long  way  since  RC  lit  fr  Gd  F spoke  of  Jews  1 
as  "a  perfidious  people"  who  wld  nt  accept  J as  Mes! 
& have  Come  a long  way  since  19^4  when  Paul  VjE  to 
Isr  bt  spoke  only  of  "HplyL"  «5!  gvt  nt  allowetijto  grt 
him  on  an  official  basis;  much  as  O'C  nt  allowed  to 
meet  wth  PM  ju^t  couple  of  yrs  ago 

3 bt  it  is  a mattr  of  perc^tion  and  time : what  will 
the  future  show,  teach ; wnat  of  our  ch  & grיVchild? 

4 in  long  run  we  all  know  there  is  a vast  diff  betwn 
hist  and  historiography;  former  we  experience  bt 


XattT  we  rd  abt  in  bks:  a revisionist  idee^f  what 
actually  transpired:  our  view  of  Inquis  & Crusades 
quite  modified  today  frm  orig  tragedy׳^&  have  u evr 
seen  Brit  hist  texts  write  re  Refrmation  vs  Cath  tx 

5 what,  then,  in  view  of  what  we  have  already  indicat 
will  view  of  Holoc  be  in  100,  200  yrs?  ^^there  a 
chance  that  J tragedy  will  become  a Cath^ictory? 

6 just  bee  nt  happnd  in  view  of  past  tragedies  doesnt 
mean  that  in  fut^tre  wth  contemp  means  of  comintinic 
can  nt  happen  in  long  reach  of  hist  process» 

B Specific 

1 ths  where  I Iv  u,  hopefully  wth  some  thought  motiva 
and  slightly  diff  perspective  of  J theme^n  our  tim 

2 spirituality  all  well  & gd  bt  dont  be  misled:  P has 
to  he ^ pol  figure,  he  Ivs,  acts,  speaks  as  a monar 
and  he  r'OTes  wth  ein  eye  to  history;  letijt  be  naive* 

3 what  oblig  does  ths  impose  on  us?  to  be  aware,  to 
spk  our  minds  on  majr  issues,  nt  to  be  afraid  to  ha 
our  voices  heard,  to  support  our  leaders  if  we  thin 
they  are  correct,  to  bolster  system  of  which  we  par 
to  encourage  those  who  represent  us  to  outside  wrld 

4 and,  finally,  to  know  our  Jud  in  all  its  phases  bee 
wisdom,  knowledgeך^ainiliarity,  being  comfortable  as 

€<^.Jews  is  our  best  defense  if  there  be  an  offense. 

5 the  future  will  nt’-g^et  the  best  of  us  if  we  are  a- 
ware  of  the  nuances  of  the  present. 

Thank  you* 


"LOVINGKINDNESS"  by  Anne  Roiphe 


INTRODUCT 
A General 

1  the  stunjTing  achievement  of  Anne  Roiphe 's  new  bk  "Lo 
vingkndness"  :•»  can  be  apprec  ^ many  diff  levels 

(2  have  moth/ch  conflict,  rel/sec,  simple  Jud/ultra-o, 
Am  J girl  grow  upfi^  NY/cult  involvement,  dreams  we 
espouse  fr  bettrment  of  our  ch  & thr  ultim  responses 

3 when  I rd  Roiphes  bk  realizd  how  lucky  I was  as  indv 
parent;  also  5 undrstand  perfectly  agony  of  experlenc 

U a*  I've  had  mainy  of  our  p in  my  gtudy  discussing  the 
religiosity  of  thr  children 
B Specific 

1 so  many  of  us  think  that  worst  can  happen  is  fr  our 
ch  to  marry  out  of  the  faith  & this  act  does  bring 
wth  it  cert  problems 

2 bt  in  our  bk  issue  is  quite  diff:  daughtr  brought  up 
by  J mothr  who  takes  her  Jud  very  lightly  and  finds 
one  day  that  her  d ended  up  in  Jerus  & become  part 
of  a Yeshiva  culture;  become  moYe  (i1>^äay;  uflitra-ort ho 

3 the  mo'ttnr-'i^  appalled;  they  have  taken  her  d away  & 
she  is  at  a loss  to  understand  what  has  [\appned;  she 
is  a rational,  cult,  educ,  intellig  person,  a modern 
womaii/mothr  bt  to  have  ths  happen  to  her  family  =nt 
to  be  believd,  cert  nt  to  be  tolerated, 

4 ths  conflict  & its  many  ramific  = substance  of  the 
bk  & while  only  2 of  oui^  ch  ^;^ent  in  ths  direct,  know 
frm  reaction  of  p tha^  description  in  bk  = correct/ 

5 bk  is  well  written  tcakes  lit  form  of  series  of  * 1 

lettrs  and  observations;  label : 'novel**  bt  cert  ttrue 

4 wth  a surpri.se  ending  which  some  wld  sjty  is  nt  lt.gi<J 
When  compared  to  beg  of  bk  while  othrs:  a moth  actin' 
BODY  I 

A HISTORY 

1 we  are  dealing  here  with  a girl  neuned  Andrea,  perhpsj 

at  time  o^  story  old;  before  she  was  b her  JC  1ן 

Com  suicide  & ra  lefj^to  raise  her  alone 

2 m wonders  re  what  might  have  been  if  2 mutually  supp 
p had  raised  Andrea  bt,  of  c,  idle  speculation,  Th®. 
d diffic  fr־m  earliest  yth,  more  so  in  schl  where  she 
is  expend  sev  times  bt  nt  fr  lack  of  intelligence  1 

3 she  Jlees  psych  3x  a wk  at  cost  so  m has  to  sell  her  i 
summr  hs  bt  psych  has  no  more  an  answr  than  does  m'ft  ! 

4 Andrea  is  promise,  takes  drugs,  drinfes  to  excess,  j 
has  a tatoo  on  hr  body,  travls  ar  world  wth  wide  var 
of  men,  smoks  & bits  her  nails  to  core^  &■  seems  to  be 
wthout  roots  & surely  does  nt  apprec  her  m Iv  for  hr 


nt  hrd  frm  Andrea  fr  5 mo  bt  at 
of  age,  ths  ^^^ceptabld 
places  telling  m that 


m 


5 when  story  opens, 


s a young  woman 
^ Jerus  of  all 


SSl'cii!  1 


her. 
a ph 


she  has  entrd  Yeshiva  Hachel  & that  now  her  name  is 
Sarai,  that  she  is  hanov  and  at  oeace.  now  what??! 

6 TTir  m wantd  her  d to  be  aware  of  social  causes,  of 
injust  to  be  correctd,  to  help  mankind  bt,  of  c,  as 
WD  more  power  & prestige 

7 furthr,  ths  type  of  m who  when  given  a pb  drops  it 
into  a wastebasket  bee  lack  of  assoc  wth  ths  anc  fth 
and  here  the  d in  a Yeshiva;  imagine  what  she  thinks 

8 one  mild  examples  rd  p,  81  ^ 

B WEDDING 

1 bt  sto:^  becomes  morefcomplic  bee  soon  m receivs  lett 
frm  a^  manT^gaww  Clev^o  say  that  his  son,  Michael,  no 
Micah,  chosen ו ן  irhnifrr  to  be  husb  of"  her  d;  he  is  an 
tagonistic  and  wants  to  get  son  out  of  his  male  Yes' 
and  drag  him  back  to  Ainerica,  without  m,  of  c, 

2 m shocked  bt  soon  ajae»  lettr  frm  yarai  & in  antic  o 
wedd,  asks  m to  come  to  Israel  to  see  & be  convined 

3 author  now  tells  us  re  ^level  family,  liusb  & wife, 
lib^,  2 sons,  ijJ/ethr  fr  med  schl,  hth/  commit  to  bes 
Tr^umanity:  he  as  ped  & she  as  teach  of  deaf,  marg 
Jews  bt  nt  sep  finn  trad  & they,  as  Andrea  mS  now  wh 

4 in  due  course,  bth  sets  of  p to  KDvd,  meet,  get  aln 
on  supcrfic  basis,  Ms  p actually  kidnap  thr  son  frm 
his  Yesh,  shave  off  payyas,  change  his  clothing  & r 

1>+ל  ready  to^smu^gle  him  on  plane  home;  choice  fr  And  m 

5 she  bee  fr  1st  time,  fr  whatever  reasias 

d appears  happy,  nt  anorexic,  confident  & despite 
some  misgivings  which  appear  to  be  almost  normal, 
ready  to  marry  ths  boy  & live  life  within  ortho  grp 

6 aS^-in:  what  to  do?  can  kidnap  her  d also,  shijT  her 
to  NY  fr  psych  con.sult  as  Ms  p certainly  intend!;?*»^׳ 

7 bt  here  the  story  twists  in  diff  direct  frm  what  we 
expectdi  And.  m supports  her  d,  informs  the  ^esh  ^^h 
the  grm  is  hidden,  t'le  men  in  black  garb  kidnap  him 
back,  tlie  couple  is  sent  out  of  to^m  to  be  m & the 
m feels  that  some  day  her  gr-ch  might  come  to  vis. 

in  N.Y. 

5she  has  ke^  aves  of  com1:1unic  open  & may  even  one  day 
change  these  youngsters  frm  ortho  to  her  modern  way 
and  it  is  on  ths  notc^hat  bk  comes  to  an  end, 
CuNCLUSION  ג 

A General 

1 question  is;  what  kind  of  childre,  what  Itind  of  p? 
what  brings  these  ch  to  these  Yesh  & what  we  liaarn? 

2 comm  denom  visible  to  me:  these  youngsters  feeT  ^ 
emptiness  i side  them  which  no  degree  of  soc  cony 
can  fill;  hund  or  thous  of  yng  find  themselves  at 
loose  ends  waj)dering  ar  Jerus  & when  ap^roachd  by 
well-mean  r may  respond  if  only  fr  a passing  meal 


iii 

3 bt  some  stay  bee  they  find  within  context  of  ^esh  a 
fulfillment  in  prayer,  set  rules,  obeying  laws,  a 
circle  of  friendsj  in  a word:  a certainty/they  nd 1 

4 Andrea  at  1 pt  saysV^o  her  m:  in  Ny  she  feit  invisib 
bt  here,  at  Yesh  Rachel,  she  has  a place;  and,  in  a 
beautiful  self-analysis:  p,  137t>-f' 

5  of  c,  nt  always  in  straight  line;  we  rd  that  bth  And 
& Micah  have  desires  to  turn  to  old  ways  if  bt  for  a 
brief  period  of  time/bt  does  nt  happen  bec^u  ort 
gYstem  sustains  them  in  thr  new  habitat, 

B J>pecific 

1 how  othrs  see  these  kids,  in  ths  instance  an  Israeli 
P.  219f 

2 1 t , on  othr  hand,  how  Micah  finds  some  peace:  p,233 
^ ths  bk,  Lovingkindness,  is  nt  an  aiisw^ay  prob  1ms 

of  our  yth,  whethr  affeetd  lay  chabad  here  on  in  Isrl 
bt  it  does  open  areas  of  speculation 

4 and,  if  we  are  serious,  should  malce  us  thihk  of  who 
& what  we  are,  of  values  we  espouse,  of  what  we  Wcml 
fr  next  generation 

5 and  whethr  these  dreams  are  in  our  image  or  give  fre 
expression  to  their  needs,  * 

6 Anne  Roiphe  presents  extremes,  for  sure;  stilly!  her 
novel  reflects  a narrow  but  experienced  reality 

4L  boon  to  Jud  & J survival/or  a medieval  hinderance?  77 

7 u must  fonnulate  yr  o^vn  answer  & wld  urge  u to  rd  | 
ths  fascinating,  well  written  bk  bec  think  u will 
be  challenged  on  every  level  of  yr  identity, 

8 cant  ask  mu«/j  more  of  any  bk. 

Amen, 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  eve.,  Oct,  16,  1987 

Anne  Roiphe' s "Lovingkindness” 


POPE  & THE  JEWS 


I.STUUDUCT 

A.  General 

1 ths  Sab,  dur  Set,  rd  frm  liccles;  a preacher  ■who  taugl 
the  people  of  his  time,  who  dispensed  wisdom 

2 no  quest  that  ths  preach  was  many  things  to  many  d 1 f ; 
people;  his  message  haS  been  charact  bth  as  neg  & po: 
and  some  has  come  down  to  us  & in  usage  to  ths  day 

3 we  all  know:  noth  new  uJ1ji\.sun,  all  is  vanity,  sk  man 
wth  a whole  hrt ; one  can  just  picture  the  man  trying 
to  place  his  imprint  on  people  of  his  time, 

B Specific 

1 malce  mentn  fr  same  sort  of  image  re  Pope  who  also  de• 
pietd  as  teachr,  moralist,  arbiter  of  values  and  be- 
liefs  nt  just  in  rel  spheres  as  these  strictly  defnd 

2 but  in  social  realm  as  well,  which  c^^nt  help  bt  lead 
into  pol  areas  of  concern:  talk  of  soc  justice  in  SA 
and  touch  a nerve  in  pol  realities  of  those  countrie« 

30r,  spk  to  Gan  Indians,  in  north  territ  & refer  there 
to  fact  that  they  should  have  right  to  se If-det ixmiin 
and,  of  c,  stand  in  0pT)0siti0n  to  Can  authorities 

^ in  less  polite  lang  refer  to  it  as  "interfering  in 
the  internal  policies  of  the  gvt"  but,  of  c,  do  nt 
spk  to  the  Hd  of  Church  in  those  te  ms! 

JUDY 

A PUWEU 

1 ■what  then  of  this  man,  how  shall  we  view  him  and  wha■^ 
role  does  he  play  and  is  it  the  role  we  expect  of  hir 

2 recall  that  on  Sunday,  9/20  aftr  P had  left,  O'C  on 
TV  to  spk  of  his  trip  wth  Pontitfif;  basic  gist:  how 
hard  P workd,  how  edhaustd  at  end  of  day  & how  spirj־! 
a man  he  was  & that  ths  spirit  lielpd  him  S'urvive 

9 prhapsJ  bt  I am  nt  convined,  P a pol  figure  by  vir 
tue  of  his  position,  & was  always  so  espec  when  one 
recalls  intrigues  of  Reraais,  Today  also,  spiritual, 
does  nt  get  u eleetd  to  Papacy 

4 I suspect,  frm  read  & observ,  elect^f^  there  while  nt 

as  blatant,  is  as  intricate  as  electns  here  for  Pres 
Nt  want  to  be  cynic  bt  wth  every  step  along  rt  plannc 

wth  ev  word  weighd,  wth  ev  i tervlew  ev  luated  in  thf 

light  d>f  current  Vat  & natl  nds:  pol  rat  hr  than  spir 

5 to  ths  must  be  add  more  recent  phenora,  certainly  of 

last  2 decades;  rema4^able  loss  of  authority  by  Bish 
within  Am  Ch  and  far  reatr  wi'lingness  to  spk  out 
by  laity  than  ever  before  ^ JU-  / 

6 Am  nt  gd  at  dealing  wth  authority;  middle-<M  Oath  in 

mainstream  of  Americ  thinking  process;  t^^us;  Pop^je  a- 
ware  of  loss  of  authority  & reasn  for  travel  is  to 
consolidate  his  be  linkd  to  future  inembershpl 

a1??M»4,nd  it  all  togethr  by  means  of  his  vivi^l)pr<i^en 


he  spks  to  his  Hisp  constituency,  he  allows  presen 
tations  of  dissent,  he  plays  to  the  camera  bt  also 
he  is  an  Ab^s^l  xniler  whose  word  is  law  <&  while  some 
may  cont  to  dissent  with  2000  yrs  as  backgrnd,  hist 
is  on  his  side, 

JEWISH  EXPEiilEI^CE 

bt  we  want  to  Ik  at  man  fxnn  more  spceifc : Jewish , pt 
no  quest  that  he  aware  of  our  presence  & probably  hs 
sympathy  fr  oiir  cause  & our  nds;  in  Pol  he  pursued 
ai  ■so . abusd  by  Nz  & on  thr  wantd  list,  we  know  he  hd 
^rarrangd  fr  hiding  of  J & did  save  some;  no  a־®^ 
on  othr  heind,  he  has  his  agenda;  Papacy  does  nt  run 
on  basis  of  what  J want  or  re  our  agenda  in  1987  bt 
there  are  some  who  cant  understand  ths  bee  they  sub 
mit  to  erroneous  belief  that  P is  spir  vs  political 
Arafat  was  embraced  by  him,  Waldheim  was  receivd  by 
him  and  there  are  othr  instances  of  hurt  vs  J people 
bt , agoin,  we  see  life,  we  see  hist,  fi’m  our  lim 

perspective,  pursuing  our  own  vested  interests. 


^5^if  u want  to  know  re  anti-s  follow  the  speeches  & 
^writingsof  the  asst  Mayor  of  Linz;  some  of  the  artic 
have  been  talkd  abt  in  Auflajn^ 

6 on  diff  level,  some  excuse  WaTLd  episode  on  basis  th 
Jesus  also  dine!(  wth  sinnrs  ■of  many  strjrpes  & if  OK 
fr^ him,  certainly  noth  wrong  with  P doing  likewise 

7 bt  rationale  fr  being  with  sinners  was  that  they,  at 
least  had  askd  forgiveness , had  admit td  thr  guilt  bt 
ths  certainly  nt  the  case  wth  Waldheim  Who  to  ths  hr 
has  nt  admitted  his  part  in  Nz  war  crimes;  to  jig.,  fr 
our  nds  & agenda,  ths  type  of  theol  hairsplitting  on 
part  of  Vat,  of  no  validity,  no  answer,  no  honor 

8 of  c,  wth  hs  Polish  hist,  P does  mention  hurt  of  J 
oftn  <Sc  uses  J word  ”Shoah”  grt  deal;  bt , at  same  tim 
Chapel  begian  at  Ausch,  chapl  at  Sobibor,  at  Maidenck 
Speech  no  ref  to  Jews  at  al 1 , Kolbe  out  of  Ausch  on 
way  to  sthd  & Edith  bteins  elevation  a grt  mistalce 

9 some  said  ”The  Holoe  has  been  transformd  frm  «.  Jwish 

tragedy  into  a ^ath  vi^ory”j^  if  project  Into  futur 
there  may  be  some  truth  to  ths  assessment  J ן יי ׳ 

0 & nt  even  mentnd  Israel  & Vat,  a whole  diff  story  btj 
in  no  instance  to  the  advantage  of  the  Jews;  perhaps 
com*^  to  pt  where  P spks  soinetimes  of  ”State  of  Is” 
as  vs  !!Land,  & has  his  reps  meet  wth  Israeli  gvt  off 
bt  frm  view  of  hist,  impOgSible  theol  spealcingjfr  th 
land  where  Jes  b,  spoke,  d to  be  a^  country;  fr  thm 
a contradict  in  terms  & we  must  always  be  aware  of 
thr  thinking  process  which  is,  olßv , diff  frm  ours. 


iii 


I 

complex^  issue  as  isi 


a very  intricate  & 


CUiNCLUSIÜN 
A General 
1 P visit  then 


his  agenda 

2 some  Jews  will  always  be  neg  seeing  meetings  & 

♦־ t hesej^i alogues  as  means,  opening  to  event  conve^^on 

3 bt  oihrs  say  that  meetings  serve  gd  eiids  & aW׳a  rl 
departure  frm  evil  which  so  easily  beset  us  during 
Course  of  centuries 

4 aftr  all,  hr^loc  nt  out  of  a vacutun  & certainly  nt 
in  Germany 

5 frankly,  I wld  take  more  lenient  view  bt  be 

realistic  as  well:  if  ends  of  Vat  ever  servd  by 
turning  back  on  us,  w1a־־־do  so  in  a moment  bee  Churct 
has  a long»׳range  view  of  hist  as,  frm  diff  perspeetc 
so  do  we, 

B Specific 

1 Eccles,  then,  has  a place  in  our  time  bt  we  must  un■ 
derstand  motivations  and  concerns 

2 fr  John  Paul  ths  nt  a spirit  journey  bt  well  defind 
^ol  process  where  central  figure  is  Absolute  railer 
*and  where  the  religious  are,  in  final  analysis,  sub- 

jects  to  the  Triple  Crown 

3 fr  Jews,  we  do  nt  know  what  these  meetings  will  me;a 
or  what  change  they  will  bring  to  pass  bt  it  is  bett 
than  nt  meeting  at  all  or  to  havft׳no  dialogue  at  all 

4 the  Popi  has  chosen  a diffic,  strenuous  papacy  fr 

himself;  within  rcl  fraternity  we  wish  him  well  bt 
frm  vantage  pt  of  hist;  it  is  case  of  optimism^ 

5 one  wonders  whet  hr  tliere  something  new^idr  sun 
Amen, 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  eve,,  Oct.  9,  1987 
Choi  Halloed  Succot 


American  Jewish  9(.  (?.  Sfraternit^,  Unc. 

■— T«ta  w»ty  A3u«Mו^tBcMtt«1Mtכc^x^tBflabaM1^^0ad^tg^ttcגeocpcxK^ 

570  Seventh  Avenue,  16th  Floor,  New  York,  N.Y. 10018 

September  9,  1987 


Rabbi  Robert  L.  Lehman 

Hebrew  Tabernacle 

551  Ft.  Washington  Ave. 

New  York,  N.Y.  10033 

Dear  Robert: 

just  a word  to  confirm  our  recent  telephone  conversation 
relative  to  the  K.C.  Luncheon  on  October  18. 

An  advance  copy  of  the  official  invitation  is  enclosed 
herewith,  and  I am  grateful  to  you  for  making  yourself 
available  for  this  meeting. 

Best , 


KPL/kr 

enc . 


MAX  MAINZER  MEMORIAL  FOUNDATION,  INC. 

r 

570  Seventh ׳Avenue  16 ill  floor  New  York,  NY  10018 


September  1987 

Dear  Friends  ; 


Please  take  note  that  our  FALL  LUNCHEON  will  be  held  at  the 

MAYFLOWER  HOTEL 

Conservatory  Room 
Central  Park  West 
and  61st  Street 
New  York,  NY 

on  Sunday,  October  18th,  1987 

(not  on  Thursday,  October  15th,  as  previously  advised) 

We  have  invited  Rabbi  Dr.  Robert  Lehman  of  the  HEBREW  TABERNACLE 
to  speak  to  us  at  that  time. 

The  price  of  the  luncheon  is  $ 27.50  per  person,  with  a choice  of 
Filet  of  Sole  or  Sliced  Roast  Sirloin.  Please  indicate  your  choice 
on  the  attached  slip  which  should  be  sent,  prior  to  October  10th, 

1987,  to 

Carlos  Doernberg 
180  West  End  Avenue 
Apt.  27  R 
New  York,  NY  10023 

together  with  your  check  made  out  to  MAX  MAINZER  MEMORIAL  FOUNDATION. 


With  best  regards, 

AMERICAN  JEWISH  KC  FRATERNITY, INC. 
MAX  MAINZER  MEMORIAL  FOUNDATION,  INC. 


I/We  will  attend  the  Luncheon  at  the  Mayflower  Hotel.  Conservatory  Room, 
on  October  18th,  1987. 

I/We  prefer  ; Filet  of  Sole  Roast  Sirloin 

No.  of  persons  : Check  in  the  amount  of  $ enclosed 


Tel.  No. 


Name  : 


succor  A.M. : Ist  day,  1987  | 

NTORUCT 

General  ! 

1 it  is  hard  sometimes  to  switch  images  & feelings,  es- 
pecially  at  ths  time  as  we  turn  frm  one  holid  to  ano 1 
ther,  frm  one  mood  to  the  next,  frm  one  pt  of  emph  * 
to  a second,  frm  one  assessmnt  of  ourselves  to  anothi 

2 just  few  days  ago  we  were  solemn,  amiaoaSmif  st^leped  in 

meditation  and  reflection;  now  that  nd  has  lifted  Ä. 
we  feel  unbuiniened  ! 

3 the  grt  weight  of  atonement  and  forgiveness  is  past 
and  the  festiv  of  S wth  its  fruits,  Ivs,  joy  makes 


our  lives  easier  to  bear,  we  more  at  eaae « 

B Specific  ' 

1 bt  the  symbolism  of  the  S does  nt  bring  ease  to  our 
doorstep;  on  the  contrary,  the  S speaks  of  an  inherei 
danger  for  which^we  imast^be  /aly^ys  prepared 

2 am  referring  to  n 1 o f the  an  abode,  a 

fragile  tent,  meant  fr  desert  dwelling  & travelling 
which  has  no  real  roof,  is^movd  constantly  frm  place 
to  place  & which  is  dcuigr  of  collapse 

3 of  c,  to  counter  that  perspective:  its  history;  it 
has  nt  fallen  down,  it  has  been  our  shelter  fr  cent, 
it  is  indie  of  human  spirit  which^  subject  tofall  mann 
er  of  attack  & influences,  can  be  strong  & endures. 

4 the  S is  like  people  of  Is:  gtorm-tossed  &■  ^ulnerabl 
bt  alive  & wel  rr  intnding  to  continue  in  that  vein, 

5 the  S,  the  Hs  in  which  our  people  dwelt, >a  symbl  fr 

many  aspects  of  our  existence  as  Jews;  it i0e 
lirhi־*-  ~f0  -iTfurlrl  fr  g;d  or  which  heralds  our  demise ,‘^^we 
see  it  in  terms  of  history  # Lo  . 

30DY  ' 

k WANN SEE 

1 following  an  article  written  some  yrs  ago  by  Lucy  Da 

went  to  Berlin  ths  past  suminr־  fr  a few  days  bee  one 
of  very  few  E\1rop  capitals  nevr  seen  ^ 

2 bt  followd  a J itinerary  and  6un  >ng  othr  places  to  se 
made  the  journey,  almost  a pilgrimage,  to 

in  the  suburb  of  Wannsee , outside  of  Brin 

3 presume  u familiar  wth  signif  of  the  place;  Davidow 

had  pointed  the  way  <fe  I wantd  to  gee  as  well  if  on  y 
or  partic^  to  pay  tribute  to  those  millions  affected 
by  what  went  on  tfaeffc  ^ • 

4 fr  historical  record,  in  194^  gCV  Nz  met  there  to 
decide  fate  of  Jewi*y  & it  was  there  that  "final  sol" 
was  detirmined  and  procedures  outlined, 

5 am  nt  sure  whf^JT I expectd,  what  kind  of  a house  I an 
ticipated,  had  no  experience  what  Wannsee  was  bt  was 
intrigued  re  type  of  hs,  Succ? , iiivolvd  here 

6 tk  train  to  W & aftr  receivng  instruct  frm  locals  I 


CONCLUSION 
A General 

1 so,  nt  only  the  mood  has  changed  bt  whole  issue  of 

■ —ן זJhovו■ג/יv ץ י I ■ ^1.. 

Succot  of  the  spirit  and  for  the  Succot  in  which  we 
dwell J י ‘ ' t*  1 י  יו רr 

2 ר§  nrnnirn  nni ״ ר  f nrmi  in  '^־  ־ 1r  Bt  !} 

at  what  Comes  frm  these  structures 


I 


therein  lies  real  lesson  for  ths  holiday 
Specific 

a mansj.on  like  one  at  Wannsee  for  all  its  ornatenes 
ancT  priv  place,  amid  yachts  & facing  the  lake,  with 
all  its  splendor,  is  no  more  or  less  than  Hs  of  dthj 
a Syn,  surrounded  by  machine  guns  and  protection  of■” 
soldiers,  contains  a trad  which  spks  for  peace  & hun 
an  amity  prays  constantly  that  these  guns  be  a- 

verted  frm  us,  that  swords  become  plowshares^ 
so  then  the  S of  our  own  raÄöägJ  a choice  always  be- 
fore  us:  fr  gd  or  trial,  challoJige  or  comfort,  be- 
nign  neglect  or  deep  concern,  failure  or  success, 
frustration  and  despair  with  life  or  acceptance*״ 


nnfl  gun  lit  i!־•־  in 0 1^.-^^־< • ^!! ו^ senes s to 

YK  gupports  view  that  S must  stand  for^strngth  w i L'tT- 
for  internal  reliance,  for  resolute  belief  i ■mi 
5 structure  is  sound,  will  withstand  trials  and  trib, 
Hnd  with  it  all,  will  serve  purpose  for  which  it  was 
orig  intended:  to  she^er  the  people  of  Israel  arid 
to  prmit  them  to  dwell  in  safety, 

S that  as  much  our  hope  & pra^T  today  as  it  was  when 
S Came  into  being  & hopefully  will  be  s^rabl  in  thous 
and  generatio  s yet  to  cgme. 
lien,  I 


eb.  Tab,,  Suucot,  1st  day,  A.M.  service 

Oct  .8,  1987 


EREV  R.H.:  1987 


have  nt  seen  some 


INTRÜDUCT 
A General 

1 want  to  welcome  u all  to  our 


prepared 


of  u since  last  yr  at  ths  time  bt  hope  it  has  been 
a gd  yr  fr  all  of  u & yr  families 

2 quest  in  ray  mind:  how  h^ve  we  prepared  fr  ths 

eve,  fr  this  occas  of  the  NYr? 

3 some  ways  of  prep  are  ladies  shop,  men  make 

cert  they  home  in  time  fr  »ervice,  ch  have  been  or- 
ientd,  hopefully,  re  mean  of  days  to  come 

4 spec  cloth  has  been  brought  to  cleaners  & pickd  up 
so  we  Ik  proper,  card  have  been  written  & perhaps 
gifts  exchanged;  the  d are  remembrd,  new  lives  welc 

B Specific  p-o  ! ^ 

1 even  clergy  has  been  part  of  prep•  r have  been^n 
state  of  nerv  exhaus^t^as  sermns  writ tertV"  cantor  has 
workd  many  hrs  wth  choir  to  rehearse  music 

2 adminstr  busy  pursuing  its  goals  of  cleanliness,  fl 
seats,  organ  installed,  windows  in  place  so  that  fr 
our  memb  & visitors•  social  days  = holy  days 

3 bt,  of  c,  what  been  mentioning  has  been  phy si^cal  pr 

paration  and  ths  a vital  aspect  of  NYr  observances; 
at  same  ti  e,|What^f  t^  spiritual  preparations,  üa 
,1111  III Iiii  ■ been  part  of  our  lives? 

4 in  uhnr-tt’*~T1rhot  kind  of  inner  prep  has  markd  for  us 
the  onset  of  5748? 

body  ^ 

A PRAYERBK  ^ 

1 to  be  specific,  I wonder  how  many  of  u׳  haVe  simply 
ths  eve  gotten  drssd,  pickd  up  yr  pbks  & come  here? 

2 nt  that  anything  wrong  wth  t hs  sequence  except  that 
wld  hope  that  somewhere  »Mm(.*  days  prior  to  RH,  one 
or  othr  wld  o^^n  pbk.  If  through  its  message,  thnk 
of  its  relevance  ^oX  us  fr  yr  past,  fr  yr  ahead. 

3 there  is  a chassidl^  com  ent.  which  states  that  it  is 
nt  the  issue  of  whethr  the  man  can  get  through  the 
pbk  (that  is:  rd  it  in  its  entirety  on  YNaromim)  bt 
whethr  pbk  can  get  through  to  man! 


4 therein  lies  part  of  the‘j/lנrep  fr  ths  awesome  moraeni^.: 

E simply  that  we  rd  assignd  pages  bt  that  mes.<age 
these  pages  touches  our  hrts,  minds,  spirits  & 
it  we  understand  the  implic  of  the  words  of  pra>^r 
3 fr  ex.  we  will  rd  of  Shofar  <4  anticip  its  sound^ff 
/^?t^^Te^aware  that  it  is  a call  to  pay  attention״  I«׳ 
iTlT^?  life's  i^oq^ties,  life's  hurts,  life's  drms 
^fulf±  1 1ed>»-fg^*po■.■^  al^:  a rallying  cry  fr 
6 resolve,  action,  affirmation  that  we  in  charge  of  r 
destinies,  that  we  have  a place,  that  we  can  make  a 
difference  & that  we  ^tand  linked  to  ot^נrs  fr  sake 


^ ו . 

7 pbk  also  cenit , ' pr  ^ charit  avert  evil  deer 

bt  how  rnuc ave  we  given  to  these  words  *i»~-*TrTT' 
TIG  pniiilnri ־*• ^ 0“^•״י■'״ו ו  on  days  prior  to  IQl? 

8 fr  ex,  what  does  "charity"  mean?  Simply  give  to  Hrt , 

C,  CystF  campaigns?  י£  j^wi  ^ t/e  a^l  do  that?  Does  i1 

refr  to  Isrf’*i«pii*«4^M*föSl^^(?^  give  on  that  level 

9 bt  what  of  man  in  the  str,  the  sick,  lonely,  alone? 
char  nt  only  a gC-sture^^of  giving  bt  of  caring/«-f 

^s  long  as  some  in  our  societ> 
are  driven  to  despair  none  of  us  dare  feel  at  ease. 

0 ths  what  I mean  whethr^ we  taken  hold  of  pbk  & tkd  a־t 
it  de^p+y,  boldly  letting  its  pages  go  thru  us  rath- 
er  than  our  just  counting  how  many  pp  frm  beg  to  enc 

3 SILENCES 

1 bt  as  we  prepa  e physically  & Spiritually  we  must  n1 

only  "do",  be  active,  be  involved;  nc^h ר^ג יng  wth  a 
moment  of  sjL  lence,  of  reflection,  of  thoiight 

2 daire  say:  ths  we  do  least  of  all  bee  all  exhortatns 
are  fr  involvement  & being  busy,  w+Tieh  luriL ; uf  0יך- 
qualities  which  cert  have  thr  time  ic  place 

3 bt'  am  reminded  of  a lovely  story  centering  ar  life 
of  one  of  grt  chasidic_te^hers : H Levi  of  Berdiche\ 
Once  dur  serv,  stopd  lt£k  Äae ס ט  silence;  sev  times  hej 
pickd  up  pbk  bt  then  doגm  again  <4!  silence  fr  Ihr 

4 explan  to  cong;  man  at  rear  knows  no  Heb,  grew  up,, 
wthout  T,  is  in  awe  of  our  fervor;cried  out  to  Gd;I 
only  know  alphabet  & so  I'll  recite  lettrs  & u,  Gd, 
join  them  togethr  in  words  of  prayer" 

5 and  now,  Gd  is.  bus^  weaving  these  lettrs  togethr  & 

We  mustjwait  ^ I bcuau  »;■i-׳f׳ul  S't-ory;  >*t וי ו -so 

mcmirp־^-^  -j  * ^ד1ן ן י-י  We  too  must  have  some 

silence  so  that  the  lettrs  can  be  frmd  into  prayers 

6 we  tend  to  pray  by  rote,  we  spk  without  thinking,  we 
mouth  phrases  automatically  without  savoring  or  evn 
realizing  the  message,  i.  he■  monyn  ■tue  de71׳t3  h -wf  o׳ntw11>trm 

?/,silence  in  the  way  of^  preparing  fr  these  YNer  is  gd 
foT^ us,  if  only  a br^f  spell  of  timej  Irt?  bhe  iiTTTiQ׳ 
i^11  II  i 1. 1 1 nT'llW  1 ?.י ־ Hi  ill  I  ׳! ר!  wm  ^nttcip  tjli»*  Cm  !.»»-»■נ.■  , ttpcogo 

8 fr  ex,  who  is  nt  movd  to  silence  as  we  ponder  what 
life  has  to  offr  us:  tlie  smiles  or  tears,  hopes  or 
frustration,  sickness  or  health;  indeec^life  & death 

■ 9 who  is  to  know  how  many  of  us  wil I gathr  next  yr  at 
ths  seasn?  who  will  Icnow  if  world  at  pc,  if  quiet  in 
homes  & streets,  if  we  have  full  faculties  or  not!  I 
these  questions  at  onset  of  NTr  deserve  moment  of  si 
lence,  of^r^lection,  of  awe  as  Gd  arranges  the  lettr 
and  forms  them  into  prayers 

0 prayers  which,  we  hope,  will  be  answrd  fr  good  & fr 
blessing  so  we  be  inscribed  in  Bk  fr  Life . «!דד^ס—יי#♦ 


iii 


׳־י 

A 


1 ?wo  stories  set  the  mooGt  fr  NYr:  that  It  nt  ^ of . 
pages  in  pbk  we  rd  bt  that  pages  j^e  us  ^d,  also 

silence  is  nded  for  prayers 3״,> ״ 

יי  :rs:  jj:r״ " ■ ? :»'.■ ״ ״•“Tis 

iii  the  time ^«r-i  zons  into  yr  ahead,  to  envision 

־fhar™i“?t•^,  ?r^how  we  Will  f^e  in^che^ 


at  eve  of  57^8 


that  is 

Specific 


Specific  ™»mbrs  of  Brd  & speaking 

״L°f“riSr??  n®daus״r  T^nar.  flantr  & Mrs.  ^ 
%\Hr  son  DaiiT.  Cantr  & Mrs. 

־ :;?h^Ve?f  S^r  to  come  that  you  ״;ay  be  inscbd 
f'T’  ■Fiiffillment  of  yr  drms  and  yearnings  . 4.  ״ 

3 bt  also,  that  as  u 

physic,  u will  be  y!fi«pn"f|p  1 

U Tay^Ä  “it^^hr^sy-  u .ay  silence  stimulate 

u and  may  e«r  fellowship  embrace  us  all  wth  Iv  & pc 
»men. 


€)J 


/׳  i 

yj  — 


ג׳ 


SHABiiAT  SHUVA:  !987 

INTUODUCT 

■A  Geheral 

1 the  purp  of  ths  S is  to  emphasize  the  nd  for  atonemn 
go  that  {)!!■־.'IdJ#  I'lDin  .f  iji׳  L,  t'vuJiL 

2 it  is  nt  always  t\at  the  S falls  within  hours  of  our 
Hd  service;  usually,  some  days  elapse  and  ths  S grvs 
as  a mid-point  between  Idl  & YK 

3 designation  of  ths  S as  SS  Comes  specifically  r.n 

bt  the  idea  of  "return"  is  a reminder  of  the 
spiritual  obligations  incumbent  upon  us  all. 

B Specific 

1 one  wonders,  then,  what  is  left  to  aay;  the  great 
confessional  prayers  are  kept  fr  YK  - - 

2 i**  on  IIH  we  ha^gt  the  call  to  be  alert,  the  Shofar,  & 
within  that  context,  of  c,  the  Unesane  Tokef  telling 
us  that  the  Bk.  is  open  and  that  our  fates  will  be 
weighed  & decided;  who  shall  live 

3 and  that  only  the  three  grt  aspects  of  J trad:  chari 
■ty f prayer  and  penitence  avert  the  evil  decree 

Why,  then,  t a e ^^d  ojj  Again,  so  that  we  do  not 

lose  sight  o f 1 h at  we  h^ve  ndi(  for  forgiv 
ness,  and  that  no  raattr  how  intense  our  prayers  on 
we  must  be  intent  on  YK 

30DY^^*^  ^hat  whatever  we  forgot  earlier,  now  comes  focus 
'־  CONTRAiJICTIÜNS 

1 mid  we  nd  to  be  aware  of  these  special  occasions  & 
the  opportunities  they  offer  !,ec  so  strange  a worldl 

^ things  happen  ^^d  statements  are  made  which  are  beyn 
normal  st^te  of  comprehension  and  which  show  that  a- 
mid  a process  of  mind  gone  awry  days  like  ths  needed 

3 in  order  to  sort  out,  to  assess  and  gain  perspective 
on  the  many  irreconcilable  aspects  of  life  which 
threaten  to  sway  our  sense  of  balance 

4 take  just  two  examples  of  contradict  & incomprehensb 
situations  to  which  I refer;  a)  how  can  we  cope  wth 
the  paradox  that  a secul  gvt  as  US  takes  stand  vs 
Waldheim  on  moral  grounds  whereas  Vat  which  ought  to 
be  governd  by  moral  principles  approaches  W frm  sec? 

5 it  does  nt  make  sense  and  is  a coMiplete  reversal  frm 
the  way  it  ought  to  be;  no  rational  explanation  avail 

ם b;  have  u followd  the  pt  made  by  sev  newsp  coluinnist 
over  past  sev  wks,  re  Bork  hearings,  that  fate  of  th 
man  to  highest  Crt״being  decided  in  large  measure  by 
2 men  whose  background  Ivs  grt  deal  to  be  desired  re 
acquiescence  to  Law  & moral  principles 

7 refer  to  fact  that  Sen  Biden,  Uhaixnnn  of  Judic  Comm 
is  known  to  have  cheatd  on  sch!  exams,  plagiarized 


who  kn 


article & י 
ד 


speeches  and  pg^ges  firm  law  revie 
what  else  will  come  to  fore 

8 while,  at  same  time,  Sen  K ortce  sent  sub  to  take  ex 
fr  him  at  H & issue  of  Ghappaquidick  nevr  been  full 
resolvd,  at  least  frm  moral  pt  of  view, 

9 issues  can  be  found  ad  nauseum  bt  pt  hopefully  is  o 
vious;  how  reconcile  these  contradict  fr  ratnl  life 

B SSHUVA  — 

1 that  is  why  thd  occas  nec  in  add  to  majr  occas  wiiic 
bracket  ths  day;  to  turn  back,  to  return,  to  pl^ce 
into  perspective  so  that  lifera  little  clearer 

2 may  well  be  an  old  fashioned  pt  of  view  bt  have  boe 
taught  that  lying,  cheating  is  wrong  and  that  if  yo 
do  these  things,  & get  cought,  must  bear  responsib, 

3 that  is  to  say:  there  are  or  ought  to  be  certain  ab 
solutes  which  ought  to  be  obeyed  & which  Maa  ought 
to  follow 

4 frm  simplest  *^ost  simplistic ; all  ought  t4  obey  th 
*,igns  of  red/grn  light  tf  only  fr  thr  own  dafety  bt, 
of  c,  also  fr  sake  of  othrs  in  street  or  in  cars;  a 

5 mi^i t ary  indiv  ought  nt  to  be  on  drugs  espec  if  he 
in  a sensitive  position  & can  cause  grt  deimage;  obv: 
ought  nt  to  be  on  addictive  substance  at  all 

6 gvjl;  ought  to  be  free  of  corruption,  of  sham,  of  lie 
§n  a personal  level  so  that  men  like  Ohr^nstei n who 
began  wth  hope  of  refrm, pol  ended  up  being  corruptd 
by  pol  system  & defeated  by  its  inherent  power 

7 you  and  I nd  a day  such  as  this;  more  so,  those  in 
positions  of  grt  authority;  nt  only  majr  occas  bt  th 
small,  in-between  hours  <fc  days  ^^hict^n  quiet  of  lif 
may  make  all  the  difference  re 

8 SS  seems  t6  say  to  us  & should 
wadJ^  *>■  moment,  take  heed,  take 
going,  make  sureuts  the  right  way,  beware  of  pitfall 
by  way  of  pride, 'moral  blindness,  spiritual  inertia 

Gkyl^OLUbluNS 

A General  ^ 

1 SS  Comes  at  right  time  inanities  & insanities  of 
life,  of  *he  world  of  which  we  a part 

2 lesson:  on  way  to  YK,  having  heeird  Shof,  Ik  again 

B Specific 

l^SS  says:  turn,  come  back,  come  home,  understand  the 
Absolutes  & live  by  them  nt  lUi  ! 111.rjj11  nf  o<q1n<■ 

2 as  Gd  tk  back  His  people,  as  Hosea  tk  back  his  errnt 
wife,  so  Gd  will  take  us  back  & Bk,  which  is  still 
open,  may  yet  see  our  names  inscrbd  fr  gd  & blessing 

Amen  • 


our  personal  comitmnt 
say  to  all  the  world: 
hold;  see  where  u are 


Heb,  Tab,,  Frid  eve,,  Sept,  25»  198? 

Shabbat  bhiiva 


Dedic  of  Orgein 


•^'hs  very  spec  eve•  a—  n'eיw  Metnorial  Windows  ' 

b-  hear  our  new  organ  fr  1st  time 
WINDOWS:  offic  dedic  Nqv  88;  am  now  preparing  hist  & 
descriptv  material  to  be  on  yr  seats  RH  AM 
but  in  meantime:  some  highlights  to  help  undr 
CREATION:  void  = diff  betwn  gd/evil,  empti  & fuilfilm 

2 heuids  in  P blessing  to  indie  approval 
icings  of  ^hechinah 
green  of  Vegetation,  gowth 
"very  gd" 

LEARNING:  bk  frm  within  Tree  of  Life 
T scroll  in  center 

tree  of  life/know ledge  moving  upward 
ch  on  bottom  facing  open  bk 
"sutdy  of  T " 

PEACE:  dove  within  Sh  for  shalom 

broken  swords  at  bott  into  plowshares 

2 tablets  of  Cov 

peace  Ids  to  greens,  veget, 

image  of  hs  wherc/all  dwell  in  sec  & safety 
"Irn  war  no  more" 

HOLOC:  red  = flames;  burn  Syn  on  left 

bt  Phoenix  rising  out  of  ashes,  renwal,  hope 
green  & blue  colors  = Sea:  conflict  of  gd/evil 
gd  triumpfeiant,  we  are  here 
"Nt  d but  live" 

PRii/EDuM : ship  at  sea,  on  way  to  US, 

same  for  many  of  us 
torch  in  h^^nd  = Statue  of  Lib 

Kidd  cups  = Pesach  i 

red  = lights  dif  Menorah  i 

themed  Jjpv !Proclm  lib  j 

ISRAEL:  stones  of  VTWall,  light  = houses  today  in  J ; 

h^nds  blowing  Sh'c^r:  Statehd  & unity  of  Jerus! 
obv  fruits,  veg  at  top  = reclam  of  land  & of 

Negev 

"if  nt  now,  when";  2000  yrs  of  exile  is  enugh^ 

BUT:  ths  eve  is  espec  dedic  ^o  new  organ  ^ a spec  mom  ^ 
fr  us  all  of  cong  fam  & our  guests  in  community  j 

Music  part  of  Temple  worship;  note  Ps  150 
aftr  destruct  in  70  no  more  instrumental  music 
sign  of  mourning  ^ capella  chor  & C 

liberalization  at  end  of  18th:  organ 
in  olfcr  cong  for  a gd  50  yrs 

When  our  pipe  organ  no  longr  workable.  Comm:  Bleibrg, 

VP  _ 


CHj  CEhi*,  PAKj  Hartg,  Mrs,  L A i^ondy,  T liamb , Cj!  cpj 
in  add  to  our  org;  .%)j::tn  & myself^ 
investig  & bee  of  bought 

Organ  in  our  setting  usually  backgrnd  & accompa- 
niraent  bt  ths  eve,  so  u can  apprec  wide  range 
of  instrvun,  Ger  Morton  put  togethr  profflarti 
of  music  which  allowsorgan  to  shine 

Hope  part  of  our  cong  setting,  our  Sanct,  for 
many  dec  to  come,  that  we  hear|it  in  joy 
that  our  spirits  upliftd  by  glory  of  music 
& by  very  spec  sound  of  this  instrument 

Feel  we  can  rest  assured  that  trad  of  music, 
begun  over  last  45  yrs  by  CCOhn,  fr  35  yrs 
by  CE  & fr  last  10  yrs  by  CH^will  continue 

so.,  in  antic  of  future  gen  joy  in  music  by 
virtue  of  what  we  have  accomplished,  debic  & day 


PROGRAM 

Hebrew  Tabernacle 

Friday,  September  11, 1987  8:15 ־  PM. 

Dr.  Robert  Lehman,  Rabbi 
Frederick  C.  Herman,  Cantor 
Paul  Kohlmann,  President 


Basse  et  Dessus  de  Trompette  (Trumpet  in  Dialogue)  Louis  Nicolas  Clerambault 

Soliloquy  Alec  Rowley 

Toccata  and  Fugue  in  D Minor  Johann  Sebastian  Bach 

Gerald  Morton,  Organist 


OiilEirrÄTIüN:  HUC  1987 


INTRODUCT 
A General 

1  a™  slightly  berausd  at  tope  I'm  to  discuss;  nuances, 
innuendos  ajid  ratnific  are  frif^htening;  speaking  of 
"heavy/loaded"  questions! 


2 of  c,  Dr .jj^pjgen  easd  burden  of  q re  that  I can  discu 

other  touching  on  issues  of  morality,  ethics 

as  well  as  sexual  misconduct  fr■  that  is  vvhy  I'm  here 

3 just  for  the  record:  answer  to  basic  quest  of  whethr 
r should  be  retained  if  he  has  extra— m affair;  denen 
Specific 

1 let  us  make  quest/answ  proedss  little  bit  simpler; 
should  a r have  extra-m  affair  & answer,  I hope,  fr 
all  of  us,  is  "no" 

2 at  same  time,  cong  may  well  retain  him/her  for  vaur’i^ 
of  reasons;  partjter  someone  VIP,  waiit  no  public  send 
give  r a secnd  chance,  ask  him/her  to  sk  counseling 

3 or,  r may  come  to  brd  openly  &■  ask  thr  understanding 
bee  his  wife  institutionzd  fr  many  yrs  & wld  d.^  i 

4 and,  finally,  Brd  !:^apprised  of  actions  of  r 

nt  be  hlpocrytical  aank  imduly  self-rightous  b^  know- 
ing  thax  they  too  have  comm  adultery,  would  forgive! 

ODY 

Psych  factors 

1 now  that  prelim  out  of  way,  lets  start  anew 

2 no  one  starts  out  being  an  adult;  it  rpeans  troubld  & 
C^c  we  r,  teachers  to  our  people,  the  example  to'our 
cong,  it  cert  should  nt/does  nt  h-^ppen  to  clergy/T 

3 bt  ths  naivd , bad  fiction  & div  frra  reality  (as  Rev. 
Bakker  i nd i c at e s ) & do  nt  waint  to  mention  the  many 
who  have  fallen  into  ths  situation, 

4 as  all  othr  people,  m «So  w,  we  fall  prey  to  temptatioi 
only  more  so.  Why? 

our  ego  always  on  line;  thus;  neg  comment  or  (worse)  ' 
nn  comment  or  compliment  frm  cong,^no  su^רןוort  at  home 
IThe  concern  of  wife  fr  whiney־  kid  vs  our  ego  all  h'avä 
cmiulative  effect  ! 

5 we  vulnerable  to  iiidiv  who  fawns  on  us  <Sb  we  gullible 
to  believe  him/her  re  nice  things  they  will  say  to  u 
When  ego  is  shattrd  to  whom  do  we  Ik  to  sweep  up  shr« 
& bring  them  together  again  & serve  as  healing  balm; 
Rll  ”brilliant"  message  met  wth  "take  out  garbage 'V, 

6 then  "kissing  r"  frm  cheek  to  full  mth,  heuid  shake( 
lingers,  embrace  more\than  a formality;  M Hecht;  when 
woii'.an  leans  back  as  I help  her  on  wth  coat  =s  look  out 

7 bBj/*wth  our  vulnerability,  gull  ability,  nd  fr  support 

& realizing  only  too  ]^t e _rrxt  aS£,sogjtalso  in 

problematic  situation ?xocome  to  ths  ptV  we  get  invld 


ii 

but  like  Gair  liart , we  wont  get  cought,  in 

self-righteousness  we  sayJ  our  labor  & inner  wrestl 
deserves  a reward,  if  fnd  out  in  some  cases  get  kic 
upstairs  fr  bettr  jobs;  wont  get  cought  up  in  sord 
ness  bec  this  "a  very  spec  person",  et , etc.statj 
ETHICS  COMM 

largely  ceremonial,  honorary?  nt  at  all;  enorm  & dp 
Conflicts  & centrality  indie  that  head  = CCAR  pres 
issuesxwrong  blog  info  to  cong 

r sends  diff  person  to  offic,  nt  ordained 
advertising;  conv  in  hr 

sex  & homosex  advances;  vstriants:  d of  Judge 
BM  student,  molestation 
marry  m of  my  cong  & no  contact 
funds  missing  (as  vs  discret  funds  usage) 
r holds  up  wedd  cere  as  he  asks  fr  largr  fee 
some  instances  simply  sei f-ctestoictive  rabbis/ §lck 
if  2x  cought  by  undercover  prostitutes  in  one  small 
town  or  same  idea  re  child  pornography  = illness,^ 
Cong  OKs  coixnse  ling  1st  time  bt  nt  second  time 


frm 

stay 


rth , 


unddrst anding,  freedom 
rhich  cant  get  at  home;  some 


some  sk  gen11J.n^^  ,w 
conflicts,' 

at  hnne,  wth  mates,  fr  all  wrong  reasons/ .*div  OK 
bt  there  are  correct  & incorrect  ways  of  doing  this 
how  deal  wth  these  moral,  ethical,  sexna!  conflicts 
by  being  careful  of  "absolutes"  fr  there  are  variou 


track  ai  Kol  N 


degrees  of  compromise 
Balto:  Cohn  at  Pimlico  & race 
2 raffles,  one  palmed 

sold  "silver"  pages  to  non-existent  Journal 
forced  to  be  present  at  obsc  belly  d fr  Isr* 
Pres  nds  lett^  abt  his  contrib  bec  of  täxes 


VI 

job? 
found  as  vs  St 
help  our  collg 
wld  Mrs,  Jere 


8 


B 


how  respond  to  Vulgar  storieS|W4W  • 

how  respond  to  gossp,  cha! act  assassin  by 
where  draw  line  for  integrity  or  new 
prophetic  ideals  valid  if  new  job  is 
;31  when  pro-bus  bt  nat!  org  did  not 
io  re  did  nt  have  3 kids  to  fd  & what 

have  Siwid  at  husband's  imprisonment  or  even  exile; 
ןvזorsp  yet;  what  wld  Mrs,  Jdre  nrethr  have  said??? 
/mid— West  r calling  souther1\col league  to  task  fr  nt 
marching  & not  spealcing  out  loud  during  CR  era,  . . 
CONCLUSIONS 
A General 

1 pressures  on  rabb  are  enormous  frm  mental  Hith  pict 

alone  plus  other  areas  already  mentioned  • 

2 in  urfean  cong  we  dl  wth  funerals,  hospit,  old  aÄ©  h 
helping  fam  place  paurents  in  homes,  CICU 

3 and  so;  J st  person  to  be  gentle,  prop  us  up,  tell  u 


liiJ*  if 

bow  much  we  suffer. Upprec/our  genuine  hurt,  than: 
us  fr  what  we  have  done  = object  ol  returnd  affeci 

I  Specific 

1 in  final  analysis,  am  amazed  how  many  do  ^ fall 
into  trap  and  here  some  reasons  why... 

2 sense  of  humor 

genuine  feel  betw  h/w  & smart  partner  who 
r who  dont  take  themselves  "too”  seriously 
r who  dont  believe  all  compliments^all  the  time׳־־ 
although  tendency  is  to  do  so 
r who  know  that  as  they  take  out  garb,  a world 

away  frm  center  spot  on  pulpit  & adulation 
of  crowd,  still  a man,  a woman  in  best  sens« 
r as  a person  who  did  nt  choose  rabbinate  excl^^si 
vely  to  bolster  own  image;  alלבeady  has  a 
strong  self-image/ego.‘״ 
all  leads  to  worthy  pergjjfijpt ive 

3 life  nt  lived  in  fast  lane  bt  in  s^ady  process 


(R  ^ 

. * • I 


toward  maturity  y ״ ' —י ״ , 

4 lifeks  hard  and  complex  wth  many  pitfalls  - ^nd  u 
can  nt  possible  know  or  apprec  issues  until  yrs 
frm  now  - bt  life,  at  same  time,  nt  impossible. 

Thank  you/ 


R.L.L. 


From  the  desk  of 


Memorandum 

HEBREW  UNION  COLLEGE-JEWISH  INSTITUTE  OF  RELIGION 

Brookdale  Center  • One  West  4th  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10012  • (212)  6745300־ 


August  12,  1987 


Tü:  Mr.  Robert  Lehman 

PROM:  Rabbi  Norman  J.  Cohen 


Enclosed  you  will  find  the  program  for  □rlentatlon,  1987.  I am  sure 
you  will  agree  that  It  promises  to  be  a wonderful  learning  and 
sharing  experience. 

I want  to  thank  you  for  agreeing  to  be  part  of  the  program.  You 
will  be  participating  In  the  session,  *The  Choices  we  Face, " and  you 
will  be  discussing  "Should  a religious  leader  be  retained  by  a 
congregation  If  he/she  Is  Involved  In  an  extra-marital  affair?"  In 
addition,  you  will  be  leading  one  of  the  groups  In  the  subsequent 
dialogue  sessions  on  Tuesday,  August  25th  between  9:00  a. m.  and 
12:00  noon. 


Hopefully,  with  your  participation,  the  Orientation  will  set  a very 
positive  tone  for  the  coming  academic  year. 
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Infentional  Second  Exposure 


יחודית שדיי ס 

YEHUOIT  8HADUR 

JERUSALEM 


KOL  KIDRE:  1987 


Frleמds,  one  of  the  magazines  I read  regularly  is  "The  New  Republic"; 


fiihl  1 nnti  r M Almost  every  week  there  Is  a brief  space  devoted 
to  some  of  the  silly  antics  of  the  publishing  world,  much  as  "The  New 


is  the 


Yorker"  has  at  the  bottom  of  its  columns.  What  I enjoy 


juxtaposition  of  items  from  either  the  same  newspaper^  on  the  same  day 
or  iirורו ו  different  newspapers  on  the  same  day,  and  sometimes  even  on  the 


same  page  wht^j  articles  state  exactly  the  opposite  on  an>^ subject. 

If  ■■ 

So,  recently,  for  example:  Poll  shows  Nation  r^ady 
for  a Woman  President  while  on  another  page,  same  issue,  same  day,  the 

»I  •/ 

headline  reads:  Nation  not  yet  ready  for  a Woman  Prez ! These  examples 

can  be  multiplied  time  and  again  and  some  are  really  amusing:  , .. 

O '*  Ca >- vf-  /״'«־־v  f ^ V l0׳*-»Lv  CL3t-1-'־ ־ י'/^״י  r,<;  ^ 

Of  course,  the  problem  comes  into  focus  when  you  consider  that  people 
do  not  read  every  word  on  every  page;  some  skip,  some  skim  and  others 
ignore  certain  ®ecticns  altogether.  Thus,  you  may  attal/M.  a positive 
view  of  a subject  whereas  I,  reading  the  same  newspaper  on  the  very 
same  day,  may  attain  a different  perspective  altogether.  It  is  not 
merely  thijf'  the  news  media  is  irresponsible;  mostly  it  is  not.  Rather, 
different  editors  organize  the  material,  supply  the  headlines  from 
their  vantage  point  and  in  due  course  the  public,  being  theroughly  con- 
fused,  will  have  to  find  its  own  way  through  the  complexities  of  pub- 
lie  misinformation.  The  same  holds  true,  of  course,  on  a larger  saale. 

Noj/"  /bo  1 ong  ago  a study  was  made  of  stories  favored  and  em- 
nhasized  by  the  three  major  anchormen  on  national  news  TV:  DAn  Rather, 
Tom  Brokaw  and  peter  Jehnin^s  and  some  very  def inite*dif f erences  were 
noted  as  ‘ , ' 1 ! ' ! ו nm  1 1 ־ !.  What  I •am  aייytז■ידז  to  point  out  is  that 

aspect  of  our  society^  or  any  part  of  our  llfe^  is  not  necessarljry  what 
it  ight  appear  to  be  at  first  glance;  it  depends  on  who  looks,  what_ 
you  see,  what  you  choose  to  find,  who  is  doing  the  research  and  who  is 
conclusions. 


r׳^ 


V. 1 י  ^ i^A  A P^  ״ > 


י^׳ . 


ii 


Now,  while  this  may  apply  to  comic  situations  such  as  opposite  mean- 

ings  within  one  day's  newspaper  ■1  mimiii  LJi'mii  ulit  iie■  י^e^ון  ne  nrF׳r114.»e. 9 4.׳ tini 

'^״־־־*־ 

■*Ip'V  miL ijui  i.10u>  there  eire  situations  of  a far  deeper /na־Cure/where  what  we 
see  and  hear  is  qui  «»■c  op’iosit e^what  is  real  or  what  ought  to  be  reality. 

For  example,  taJce  the of  ^ol  North,  one  of  the  great  phenomena 
of  this  past  summer.  Not  only  did  this  man  represent  the  epitomy  of  a 
career  officer,  not  ooly  did  he  have  grace  and  charm  and  good  manners,  not 
only  was  he  one  of  the  few  who  could  speak  coherent  sentences  but  mmmi 
morej  he  was  obviously  convijiced  of  the  justice  of  his  cause.  People,  in 
large  measure,  loved  him;  telegrams  poured  in  to  hail  him  as  a hero  and 
the  savior  of  our  country;  the  entrepeneurs  packaged  him  with  rare  effi- 
ciency  so  that  his  testimony  in  book  form  and  on  video-cassette 
.0jsxB±a:K±ae=adtBim  within  weeks  of  his  appeartmce,  i also  reacted  to  the 
man;  I admired  his  *-'hutzpoh  for  with  all  of  the  glitter,  boyish  charm  and 
complimentary  telegrams^e  had  before  us,  in  living  color,  the  pre- 

cise  oppositig  of  what  he  was  trying  to  convey.  Instead  of  the  hero  ^nd  sa- 
vior  we  had  a skilled  manipulator  who  by  his  every  ^ction  subverted  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  aiuA.  tji  tob  his  dedication  to  the  ideal 


the  ways 


to 


not  only  did  not  understand  his  outrage^ous 


of  a democracy  but  he  was  not  in  the  least  bit  sorry,  regretful  or  apolo- 
getic.  A classic  case  of  "what  you  see  is  not  what  you  get";  the  i^usands 
of  telegYrams  could  not  hide  the  fact  that  here  was  a junta  in  the  making, 
that  a secret  governrient  was  workj-ng  behind  the  scenes  at  itsybwn  agenda,  ^ 
and  that  t he /mjwu  govermie. 


^■ןו^ז ן ו ן ־־־ן**■■* * ' " T ! וי '  tr /ווו־ו-^י י ~*־^י י  w^sr ן1נ ג 


^ Something  is  wrong  here; 
this  is  not  qf  amusing  episode  but  shows  a betrayal  of 


at  the  very  moment  we  are^bsemring  the  200th  anniversary  of 

laws  which  frame  and  uphold  our 
To  show|)0w  far  the  deception  hJi^gone;  we  were  told  that  a large  we  Lcorae- 
home  parage  was  given  to  Col  North  in  his  hometown  of  Philmont,  N.Y,  but 
a visitor  on  that  day  to  that  town  wrote  a letter  to  the  TIMES  indicating 


iii 


that  the  photo  was  misleading,  the  descriptive  material  false  and  that  the 
anti-North  demonstrators  outnumbered  the  pro-North  forces  by  four  to  one J 


we  are  to  assess  and  differ- 


Considering  that  this  eve,  this  day. 


entiate  right  from  wrong,  good  from  evil,  truth  from  falsehood  where  do 


Y(<  ♦־  Orf  WvO  vC» 


we  stj^nd^and  where  are  we  headed 


■^here  is  a second  area  of  concera,  also  relating  to  the  large  general 
concept  of  our  lives  here  in  America,  We  are  constantly  being  told  how  well 


inflation 


how  the  economy  is  up  and 


off  we  are,  how 


is  down.  And,  again,  ^eeing  the  same  things  from  two  points  of  view,  thejl^re 
is  an  element  of  truth  to  both  approaches  as  any  pro-|^eiagan  government  a- 
nalyst  will  explain  to  you.  On  the  other  hand,  news  reports  from  all  over 
the  heartland  of  this  country  are  focusing  more  and  more  not  only  on  the 


but , 


forecMlosures  of  farms  and  ranches 


more  so,  on  the  rate  of  suicides  by  those  individuals  who  are  affedted  and 


of  their  own  fail- 
\ ^n  a world  made 


:jL’ir 


afflicted,  those  who  can  no־^  deal  with  the 
ure  in  the  midst  of  supposed  plenty^ 


pleasant  and  rosy  by  a Great  Communicator  who  lives  in  a dreamland  of 
good  and  plenty^  To  be  more  specific;  in'^fowa  about  47  farmers  have  kill- 
ed  themselves  each  year  since  I98O  ״,nd  in  Oklahoma  between  October  1985 
and  August  1987!  based  on  reports  from  families,  clergymen  and  sheriff's 
departments,  105  suicides  have  been  noted!  The  rate  of  farmer  suicide  in 

׳A/ 

that  part  of  the  cotmtry  alone  iras  nearly  50  per  100,000  which 


׳T  In  sum,  a study 


the  nati  ;nal  suicide  fate  for  men״ 


of  the  five  Midwestern  and  northern  Great  Plains  States  found  that  farmers, 
their  families,  bankers  and  even  guilt-ridden  cle1>^men^  who  failed  to  note 
the  signs,  are  killing  themselves  at  an  unprecedented  rate,  far  higher 
than  the  national  rate,  ־'Sid,  still,  the  word  goes  forth  from  Washington, 


, that 


the  Oval  and  the  administrative  offices,  that  all  is  well 


with  a wave  and  a smile  life  will  continue  to  be  a source  of  joy  and  good, 
It  just  is  not  that  wajs  I Think  again  of  the  reason  foryf)ur  gathering  this 
moment;  to  assess  the  inmost  self,  to  separate  the  fantasy  from  reality 
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and  to  ■־«»«־  our  place  in  the  scheme  of  things.  ״hero  does  lie  separate 
from  truth,  where  does  wishful  t!  inking  conflict  with  truthful  perception, 


and  where  does  the  need  of  the  individual  h™״an 

affirmed|in  contrasVTo  a "יי® 

terms  of  our  own  private  lives the  dream  of  success  and  the  fear  of  fail- 


Pain!  ■the  hopes  for  children 


ure,  the  prayer  for  health  and  the 


and  the  reality  of  their  achievements,  the  Joy  of  retirement  and  the  dread 
of  emptiness,  the  respect  of  old  age  and  the  terror  of  disabilities,  the 
pleasure  of  sense  and  mind  and  the  agony  of  these  functions  loging  potency^. 

?The  belief  and  trust  and  faith  in  God ^^*he  hurts  of  an  amoral  world» 
Ü>at  is  real  for  us  and  in  which  do  we  live  our  lives.  If  not 

on  this  then  when  might  be  the  tj^e  ^to  gain  valid  perspective? 

But  I would  like  to  cite  one  ״Ji••!  I1IW1’,  one  last,  example  of  erro~ 

sj ר«<ב)י־ ד  -i  ■t  ^ wMothor!.  1 am  re- 


neöus  deductions  in  a world  of  different  reall  14^1 ־ *־B־t  hor . I am  re- 
ferring  to  what  we  are  exporirnclng  right  here  in  our  Temple.  ׳I'hls  con- 
grogation  is  in|-ts  81st  year,  on  Succot  eve  we  will  celebrate  our  80th 
anniversary.  Considering  the  flux  of  New  York  “ ״ ג״oishborhoods 

to  have  survived  forfthese 

you  are  aware  that  with  all  our^  problems  we  1 1 ן ן|||  I ifl  TTii  iH  1^ 


^ur  A^lunteers'  service  to  the 
My  own  small  pamphlet 


t«,»- ever^^^lf'in  the  history  of  our  confiregation.  ״e  have  gained  the  re- 
spect  and  admldation  of  all  who  are  aware  of  u^  issues;  I think  we  have 
done  moreWhan  our  share  in  behalf  of  our  own  oon^tuency:  for  the  elderly, 
the  helpless,  the  lonely,  the  infirm,  the  hungry  and  needy  within  our  con- 
gregational  family  and  the  neighborhood.«  6ur  volunteers'  service  to  the 
hospital  and  Isabella  Residence  n...Lly  My  own  small  pamphlet 

on  the  t-iderly  and  the  Congregation,  published  by  UAIIC  has  been  requested 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  i>ut  Jus1|bec.ause  of  the  kind  of  membership 
״e  enjoy,  with  its  advant.ages  and  its  problems,  the  question  has  been  posed 
to  me  moreen  once;  is  there  really  a|rutur־  for  this  congregation?  And. 
frankly,(! firstFat  a loss  for  words^only  because  I appall^ed  y 

the  question  Itselfl  Now,  I try  not  to  be  unrealistic. 


I know  that  aches 


V 


and  pains  multiply,  that  cauies  and  walkers  proliferate,  that  ^^ides  and  com- 
panions  must  be  included  in  our  seating  concerns  if  our  people  are  to^  attend 
in  larg^^ioaoufe  but  I also  know,  and  I think  we  have  demonspat ed 

^ ^ ^ fk  1 * — ^ _ ft 


;M*«— that  old  age  by  no  me  eins  signifies  an  end  to  life• 

■'  ^ yUmJt  H. 

Just  the  opposite  may  well  be  true  if  you  are  telling  me  the  truth old  age 

this  SynagoguöjTh ajjlf  meant  a rgngjjj^l  of  life• 


^ VKW^x 

this  SynagoguöTh aÄ|f  meant  a renewal  of  lif e• 

• ‘יד-־  luv-u^-4v.w?C׳<  t,'Uu.v4^  n 


77171/111  ז ד t.  Pill  m^r  lYmnlPi  "''W  We,  as  so  many 

of  you  who  set  an  example,  are  80  years  young  and  we  intend  to  stay  that 
way.  For  example,  yuuiljlg  YtslK  üw»  Open  Mind  program:  do  you  know  of  any 
other  congregation  which  has  so  consistently  devoted  itself  to  the  literal 


so 

study  of  '^orah^^that  this  year  we  shall  conclude  the  sttidy,  reading  and  analys 
is  of  the  entire  Five  Books  of  the ־‘ ־orah?  I calculate  that  it  has  taken 
us  ten  years  of  study,  both  daytime  and  evenings  to  accomplish  the  task. 

Now,  I know  that  this  is  not  on  the  seime  level  aS  esirning  a six-figure  in- 
come  or  evaluating  stocks  and  bonds^or  assessing  the  market;  true,  these 
last  issues  cire  perhaps  more  practical  and  relate  to  the  famous,  or  in- 
famous^  "bottom  line".  •A-t  the  seune  time,  who  is  to  place  a value  on  study 
and  is  not  the  study  of  ־^orah  the  most  valuable  asset  of  a Jew?  You  can 
be  a businessman  and  a student  at  the  same  time  and  uiiWPl.  be  a Jew^ut  I 
dare  say  that  if  you  are  a business  man  only , or  any  occupation,  without 
a relationship  to  so  vital  an  aspect  of  |(our  f aljty,  you  can  har^y  call 
yourself  a "good"  Jew.  It  is  a source  of  greatest  pride  that  here  the 
study  of  Judaism,  in  its  basic  ifiorraat , whether  we  seek  orthodox  or  seien- 
tific  commentary,  is  the  norm.  And  thi5  sense  of  achievement  carries  over 
into  all  other  areas  of  concern:  the  new  magnificent  organ;  would  an  in- 
stitution  of  questionable  staying  power  undertaice  such  an  investment?  We 
need  this  music,  we  deserve  the  very  best,  we  have  achieved  it  by  the  sweat 
of  our  brow  and  b^  endless  hours  of  toil  and  dedication  and  we  have  come 
ever  so  far  since  the  awful  hours  of  Kristal Inacht I Just  look  at  the  wind- 
ows,  their  color,  t!1eir  message,  their  revitalization  of  the  Sanctuai^r, 
the  special  way  in  which^^to  memorialize  our  loved  ones.  And  you  ask  wheth- 


Jim 


er  there  is  a future  for  our  congregation,  for  this  'I'eniple,  for  you  and  me? 
Barring  the  unforseen  over  which  we  have  no  control,  this  ^^ecial  evening 
we  can  say:  reality  poiןוts  to  the  future,  to  new  life,  to  young  pouples, 
to  a new  crop  of  children  in  our  school,  t n 0 !■Lb±|»tlj  'tuQi  luvlLal■״ 


Jont  ever  let  "old  age"  tell  you  differently. 


but  a vision  in  which  we  can  all 


Realism  is  not  simply  a 


participate  to  which  we  can  contribute  to  our  very  last  breath  of  liilg^ 

What,  then,  of  Kol  Nidre?  It  depends  on  who  evaluates,  weight,  is 
willing  to  believe^or  opts  for  endless  days  of  stress  for  survival.  A bit 


of  each,  obviously, /is  part  of  the  processjbut  as  this  evening,  this  day. 


to  ourselves/ things  come  into  focus  due  to  the  solemnity, 

/ C*י • )־“ 

the  meaning,  the  basic  awe  of  the  occasion.  North  becomes  hero  or  villain 
depending  on  how  we  see  the  function  of  government;  suicides  in  far-off 
Oklahoma  or  Iowa,  with  which  we  have  little  or  no  contact,  assiime  impoiit- 
ance  as  we  value  the  reasons  for  living  and  reject  the  alternative  of 
taking  ones  own  life  for  all  the  wrong  reasons;  our  congregation's  future 
is  asgured  only  as  we  devote  our  co31s|^rable  strength  and  energy  to  pre- 
serve  what  past  generations  have  bequeathed  to  us . what  we  have 

ו ^ 

chosen  to  accept  to  pass  on^  in  good  order^to  those  who  follow  in  «tur  foot- 
steps.  In  fifty  years  very  few  of  us  will  still  be  here,  to  think  of  Heb— 
rew  T be  nacle  but  the  message  of  this  evening  tells  us  that  years  do  not 
measure  the  achievement  of  a human  being  or  of  a congregation;  rather,  a 
view  of  hist or>^^^the  awareness  that  as  )(  Je\ifwe  must  do  more  than  merely 
exist  but  live  with  an  eye  to  the  days  to  come,^he  sanctity  of  ones  per- 
sonal  committment  to  society.  When  all  is  said  and  done,  -u.,  ah  a 14.  bo— «t 
irrniTn ןו״דחו- ן-^  having  separated  truth  and  fiction,  fantasy  from  reality^ 


40 f our  obligation  on  Yom 
»,  the  prayer^\i»s־w^fr«■▼^  in  «iml  di- 

\ • י יד ׳ ר\)י)  T I 

' ״ 


we  will  not  be  found  wanting. 


Kippur, 


f ! 

o God  tonight!  ( ^ I y  י ל 

aV  . _ _ " ' 


P (״«י ־; / ' p 


Amen, 


/י׳  rect  t 


/ 


YOM  laCPPUR:  1987 


r ־ '׳. 


Friends,  as  you  know  I (^iove  tö  go  t8  the  movies!  And  in  thd  course 
of  the  year  these^rovide  a great  many  insights  into  what  is  current  on  the 
American  cultural  scene,  what  appeals  to  different  age  groups,  what  will 
set  the  trend  for  the  year  to  come.  In  that  sense  I prefer  the  large 
screen  to  the  home  screen.  But,  of  course,  in  the  course  of  the  year  I 


a waste  of  time  and  money; 


see  many  movies  which  are  pure  nonsense  and 


then  there  are  the  major  films  which  I tend  to  share  with  you  in  te#ms  of 


semnons  and  opinion 


which 


£u1d,  finally,  there  are  some  4St 


grow  on  you  and  which  stay  with  you.  <md  whor<r  a message  lies  hidden  just 
waiting  to  be  brought  into  focus.  It  is  that  kind  of  a fj^Jm  which  I would 


like  to  mention  to  you  this  very  awesome  day. 


r■,  I am  referring  to 


"The  River*  s Edge" 
for  a few  months  and  then  simply 

,0,.  ,(3P ' . 


which  played 


dissapeared.  It  won  little  public  support  although  critical  praise  and 
when  it  was  taken  off  the  screens  very  few  people  mourned  its  passing  and 
even  less I chanced  upon  this  film  and  was 
fascinated  and  so,  it  seems,  were  some  critics  because  reference  to  the 
pictiure  is  being  made  time  and  again  in  different  magazines,  commentaries 
01\  culture  and  the  arts,  psychological  aspects  of  today’s  society. 

Again,  the  name  of  this  film  is  "The  River's  Edge"  and  most  of  you. 


it»  '!'he  story  is 
, A teen-ager  in 
body  lying  by  thd 


I am  sure,  would  not  like  it^  jiwiuld  bo  «!ovraii 
simple  and  direct,  there  is  never  any  mystery,  «i» 
a small  town  kills  his  ^irl-friend  and  leaves  her 


river's  edge,  walks  around  with  his  secret  for  a few  days  and  then 

shares  it  with  a friend  who,  of  course,  does  not  believe  him.  To  document 
his  boast  the  two  boys  go  to  the  river's  edge  and  sure  ehough,  there  is 
the  body  but  since  it  is  at  an  isolated  spot  it  has  not  been  discovered. 
Soon  the  two  boys  tell  of  the  incident  to  their  few  friends,  both 

4.« 

boys  and  girls  and  they  all  go  to  see  the  body,  almost  as  if  jrf  an  outing; 


ii 


they  poke  it  with  a stick,  chase  away  the  flies,  try  to  cover  up  the  naked- 

^ -MOT  4^ 

;hen!  go  back  to  their  co1nn1\u1ity  participate  in  it s ^if e a(««׳h  in 


ness.  «•SSBT  ^h< 

their  social  activities  and  in  their  school  work.  It  i s "TTiilj  ■try  accident«b.C- 
that  the  body  is  discovered,  that  the  truth  comesj^ut  and  that  events  come 
to  a head  but  by  this  time  the  movie  is  almost  at  an  end  and  we  are  filled 
with  questions:  how  come  no  one  asked  the  police  to  look  for  the  missing 
-irl?  how  come  we  never  meet  the  parents  or  are  told  of  their 
efforts  to  find  their  daughter?  how  come  the  yovuig  people  never  call  the 
police,  even  anonymously?  how  is  it  possible  that  not  only  the  murderer 
but  also  his  friends,  of  both  sexes,  simply  treat  this  body  as  an  object 
of  curiosity  rather  than  as  a hviraan  form  now  without  life?  The  questions 
multiply  and  are  endless;  the  film  depicts  such  a sterile  moral  environ- 


life  is  ghru^ed  off,  whoi■^  families 
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no  jDne  cares , 

, outrage  .üt  *+ 5 .יוי'liiHJlji  duB-s  ׳*tot  oJtikBt ^or 


all  of  our  horror  we  sit  fascinated  waiting  for  something  to  hapnen,  for 


someone  to  say  sometliing,  do  something,  shake^^these  kids (ing^^p^e ling 


^ut,  of  course,  all  t hesekmotions  are  absent;  what  resolutions  are  offer- 


ed  afterthought.  If  the  c o Idne s s ^f  is  a true  indica- 

tion  of  today’ s youthy^i 

w 

^Üiat  does  all  this  have  to  do  with  Yom  Kippur?  After  seeing 


need  ■th^  occasion  to  bring  me  back  to  a basic  sense  of  values; 
after  hearing  the  story,  you  need  to  imderstabd  how  in  todays  world  Ju- 


daism  ±n  general  and  Yom  Kippur  in  particulary^give|C  us  a sense  of  per- 

ijL  could  not  fundtion  as  decent  human  beings.  Let 


me  illusti/fcte  ty  telling  you  a story  although  I do  not  recall  its  source. 
There  is  the  concept  that  ”charity  averts  death"  but,  the  questi()n  is: 


whose  death?  ^ mother  is  ill  & the  son  calls  for  an  ambulance  to  take 
her  to  the  hospital.  In  the  midst  of  this  turmoil  the  father  »aminds  him 
that  today  is  Lrev  ^^habbat  and  that  he  should  not  forget  to  bring  home  a 
stranger  for  the  Shabbat  meal.  The  son  is  disturbed  that  the  father 
should  think  of  poor  st^^angers  ijhen  the  wife  and  mother  is  so  very  ill. 
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But  some  days  later  he  says  to  his  father;  now  I understand  about  the  Strang- 
er.  You  wanted  to  save  mother's  life  because  "charity  averts  death".  No, 
says  the  father,  what  I asked  you  to  do  I did  not  because  I thought  it 
would  avert  mother's  death  but  because  charity  averts  God's  death!"  What 
a remarkable  concept  for  us  on  this  day:  that  we  be  driven  to  do  what  is 
right  not  for  our  own  sakes  or  even  for  the  life  of  our  own  but  for  Gqd  to 
be  present  in  our  lives,  in  our  homes,  in  the  world  of  which  we  are  a part. 
And  what  a different  world  from  that  depicted  on  the  screen  with  no  feelings 
evident  at  all,  no  warmth  or  concern,  no  panic  at  loss,  a lifeless  form 
simply  accepted.  also  speak  of  charity  in  our^ prayers,  that  it  averts 

the  evil  decree^^i<^fs  ^ he  concept,  ■nrit  Uhu  i 1 1 uj  Lx  mrtun^t  he  satne?  ׳^o 
what  end^^j^p  we  comi1it{^ur  livept»»  charity  and  what  form  does  1,t  take?  Do 
we  embellish  our  obligations  and  responsibilities  with  fee  lings  we 

think  of  those  who  are  strangers  in  our  midst,  who  are  hungry  and  cold,  who 
are  in  need  of  sui^port?  How  cold,  really,  and  insensitive  and  «,terile  is 

i י ד \״ ^ T.r  ר ^ A ^  1 ׳^  — X*  X>  S ^ ב. J_־l < « ^ ^ 


are  we  still  sufficiently  alive  to  knowy^the  difference? 


our  world! 


The  film,  to  touch  on  another  aspect  of  it,  w;  s so  unusual  because 
t',  . »«  very  few  people  were  a part  of  the  actio^aside  from  the  small  group  of 


their 


t/‘  youngsters>ir  I am  reminded  of  it  so  often  as  I hearj[^ople/sp^^  g-f  th 

/■  natural  ability  to  be  self-rlfai^ü^  they  are  mapftl  able  to  ^taנce  care  of 


themselves,  they  need  help  from  »«n  one;  life  may  have  dealt  them  a bad 
hcind  but  they  have  no  choice  andjwill  survive,  many  instances,  this 

concept  of  life  is  valid  but  that  does  not  mean  that  it-%«Aaccept able,  »׳#*י 


tQ^L^^rtT  for  help  or  support  or  spiritual  .sustenance  of  another 

is  the  most  import  an  tjau  0*41  fb  us  if  we  want  to  stay  alive  rather  than 
simply  exist  or  vegetate.  Let  me  repeat  a story  concerning  Martin  Bub^^er 
which  I read  in  an  article  !ay  Moment  Magazine,  When  he  was  younger.  Bub- 
er  thought  that  he  preferred  books  to  people.  Books  are  easy  to  handle, 
to  open  or  close  as  he  wished,  to  remove  euid  place  back  on  the  shelf  at 
will.  Humans,  on  the  other  hand,  constantly  intrude  a^^d  have  to  be  dealt 


with  an  an  entirely  differnt  level,  and  therefore  life  becomes  far  more 
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Complicated,  But  as  he  grew  older  Buber  changed  his  mind,  ”1  knew 
nothing  of  books  when  I was  born  and  I shall  die  without  books.  If  only 
I could  die  Avith  another  human  hand  in  ray  oAm” , That  is  the  u ,דר־1וייו ו ן 
Tilg  I i , Ml  I and  outlook  on  lifejV^nT'*^^  the  greatest  of  modern  Jew- 

ish  philosophers.  And  how  applic;aj^e  also  to  us:  that  we  need  to  feel 
the  presence  of  auother  human  being,  a hand  to  hold  our  own  and  not  only 
in  moments  of  great  crisis  but  as  a bj^m  and  as  a source  of  strength.  A- 
gain,  Buber  points  to  a radically  differnnt  need  from  that  of  the  movie: 
there  the  people  were  of  and  by  t^erasel;^es , ^ no  one  cared,  no  one  sought, 
concealing  the  evidence  became  a sport  and  a challenge,  the  outcry  of  re- 
sponsible  humanity  became  and  was  a deafening  silence  and  emptiness.  On 
Yom  Kippur,  in  contrast,  we  turn  to  the  words  and  f eelings  of  ^uber:  a 
hand  to  hold  my  own,  not  to  be  alone,  to  share  and  care  for  what  I was, 
what  I am  and  what  I might  yet  become.  We  look  about  us  and  them  is 
no  need  ^/solitude!  we  look  at  the  stranger  at  our  side  becomes 

a fellow  man,  we  lift  the  prayerbook  together  and  we  are זיז5ן1־:1«£ ־  Jews, 
it  is  inctiment  upon  us  to  help  one  another,  to  spdak,  to  aid,  to  serve j 
are  not,  nor  do  we  want  to  be^ identified  with  the  nihilism  of  the 


people  at*  "the  river's  edge", 

am  looking  for  standard's,  n|t  even  for  /|,b  so  lutes.  Is  it  too  old- 
fashioned  on  my  part  to  ask  that  people  accentuate  the  good  and  not  dwell 
on  the  evil? ־* ־ hat  they  see  thd  world  as  half  decent  rather  than  half  psy- 
chotic?  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  we  speak  of  standards  and 

1^1  ן r1--  some  of  them,  that,  we  live  by  therajinstead  of  sway- 

ing  in  the  wind  to  fit  the  particul/ir  need  of  the  moment?  I am  referring 
specifically  to  the  Secretary  of  דtate,  Mr,  Schultz  who  made  such  a good 
impression  on  the  American  public  this  past  summer  as  part  of  the  Iran- 
Contra  hearings.  We  could  fee!  for  his  aAiger,  his  frustrations,  his  im- 
potence  and  we  came  away  from/ the  TV  screen  telling  each  other  what  a ba- 
sically  docent  man  this  was;/ and  I agree  to  a point.  He  had  principles, 
no  question.  The  only  prob/em  is  that  he  did  not  fell  8ז,ז  thdw  live 


by  them.  He  threatened  to  resign  three  iaraes  but  he  gave  in  each  time  and, 
incidentally,  this  was  a course  of  a^ion  followed  two  t1l111L.>Br  when  he 


was  a leading  educator  at  the  U err  Chicago.  Where,  then,  are  the  standards 
by  which  one  can  live  and  hoyare  they  to  be  found  for  this  day  of  days?  1 
'"lu'1  /l^id  can  they  be  sustained  in  real  life?  Try  ”fairness”  on  for 

sizes  that  we  not  be  judgemental,  that  we  heed  both  sides  of  a stoi’y,  that 
we  i^ive  people  the  benefit  of  a doubt,  that  we  do  not  form  rash  judgements 
based  on  personal  prejudices  rather  than  facts.  That  is  a gtandard.  Or, 
tiTy  "openness”  for  a chfinge  of  pace;  that  when  we  deal  with  people  we  do 

not  make  of  every  encounter  a powerßlay  and  a struggle  for  position  ׳,nd  ad- 

'1' 

vantage.  here  are  those  who  can  never  meet  someone  for  even  the  simplest 
^octu>ae<^  without  entertaining  a hidden  agenda,  ^here  must  be  I ■rilT־ 


)orson  IS  ru 


f people  s they  are 


k.  ! Openness 


is  a standard  we  can  live  by.  And,  a third  example,  try  "americanism" ; a 
standard  which  transcends  pious  words  auid  coinf ortable  slogans,  means 

that  we  accept  the  pluralism  of  our  city,  that  we  nolt  take  advantage  of 
those  who  are  in  our  employ,  that  we  not  malce  disparaging  remarks  about 
Color  or  race  linked  to  subway  riders,  bus  drivers  or  telephone  operators. 


nlltn  11r־r‘11 ר י  I I iT ו ־ i  וו1י ־  I - י ■ ■ ' ־ *־־ - We  seem  to  forget  how  we  struggled 
and  fought  and  slaved  and  pushed  to  gain  a f oot • hold; it  is  as  justified 


for  those  minorities  to  make  their  mark  as  it  was  for  us.  Speaking 
of  these  standards,  they  fill  the  emptiness  of  lives.  These  are  the 
issues  which  touch  our  persons.  Old-fashioned,  perhaps,  but  at 
least  not  nihilistic.  This  day  teaches  us  that  we  are  living  in  a 
world  with  values,  manners,  ways  of  behavior,  stand^ds  J , and  that 
we  dare  not  separate  ourselves  from  this  view  of  life  or  else  we 
stand  at  river’s  edge. 


Vi 


Yora  Kippur  is  the  day  601י— a  ןן ן^i^ן■^■ו■  xu»iuw7׳-a(j  lilju  gojiie  ׳ tii'm , ■’It 

!J..  L l ■ii  lull  we  arc  taught  that  in  a society 


L 1  11 1 ,י ן we  arc  tau^־ht  th«-h  ^Tי  a <=״.4»•,^^־ 

people  must  be  resporsive  to  one  another.  The  film  may  have  concentrated 
on  yO״ng  people  but  the  lesson  applies  to  all  age  groups{  gg  , 

tj.fתו  I 1 X I I ITS'LJ  üü»».  Yom  Kippur  speaks  to  us  of  feel- 

ings,  rf>f  irds,,  nf  <ühרr^תg^  we  must  prevent  Gpd»  s death  in  our  time, 

XKis  death  is  one  we  can  not  afford  since  prefer  people  to  books 

and  people  need  God,  or  at  least  the  "feel״  of  Him  to  anticipate  another 

day,  to  plan  for  the  future,  to  cast  their  lotjj  in  behalf  of  rdemption 
and  blessing, 

^en. 


ROSH  HASHONO;  1987 

Friends,  so  much  has  happensd  since  we  met  on  this  occasion  a year  ago ^ 

ויו  ' Countries,  peoples 


hd^been^good  and  bad,  friction  and  balm  , hope  and 


races  and  crdeds 

^■n ן^ ף  fnni 


the  secular  realm,  so  also  within  the  frame  of  religious  thought: 


Singhalese  vs  Tamils,  Hindus  vs  Sikhs,  Svmnis  vs  Shiites  to  mention  just  the 
most  obvious•  as•?^  1ז"  st  regrettably,  into  that  context  must  also  be  placed 

n-f  orthodoxv  vs  läii^agal-^aw  in  Jerusalem,  It  is  a 


the  dreadful  spectacle  of  orthodoxy  vs  11i.bapa3?*.aw  in  Jerusalem.  -1-t  is  a 

chapter  in  our  history  whicb^,.-terfa»,  does  not  do  us  proud J Therefore,  in 

contrast  to  these  negative  aspects  ^ the  world  of  religion,  when  the  various 

J . 


i 1 this  country^statei 


Xian  fundamentalist  groups 


convention  assembled,  t hat  Jews  are  acceptable  ns  as  co-religi׳mists 

although,  of  course,  somewhAt  misguided,  I suppose  we  must  do  more  than  re- 
^jTpond  with  a smirk  and  sincerely  say  ”Thank  you”,  J?״!.  WUciuev.^x'  


OKI.  ciU  1-1■  I I ^TTTI  ■1■  ■I  

Pope,  of  all  people,  perhaps  in  response  to  his  acceptance 


of  Waldheim,  of  all  people,  has  publicly  and  specifi^  ly  associated 

the  suffering  of  the  Jews,  even  in  Poland,  with  the  of  the  holo- 

caust.  I know  that  this  should  be  an  obvious  associa^o^  as  it  is  in  o^ 

J{,  f)  ^ 

eyes  but  it  is  a very  rare  statement  from  fi1A«h  a thjf־  ro  11  £1 10^^ ״  r,^,-,uix 

predecessors  more  often  than|10t  have  chastized  the  Jewish  people,  the 
Jewish  faith,  not  to  speak  of  the  Jewish  ätate,instead  of  extending  to  us  a 
healing  and  remorseful  hand.  So  for  once,  at  least  for  a little  while,  we 
ought  to  say  at  this  start  of  the  New  Year:  tl^re  is  ^ in  outjj'world,  we 
are  being  recognized]  Judaism  after  5747  years,׳  has  attained  a 

significant  place  in  contemporary  society. ״ere  we  a sec^ar  people  we 


of  the  holo- 


years״^  has  attained  a 


significant  pUace  in  «j- ׳ נ  ל * # ן־/׳ / - 

CQ  ® 4.  u vCV  J 

could  nowS^op  the  champagne  cork  'rtss^  toot  our  party  hornsd 

But  it  is  at  this  juncture,  the  remark  made  only  half  in  jßst,  that 

«e  find  the  crux  of  the  problem;  as  others  elevate  60  re  spec  tabiliS>our 
religious,  our  spiritual  ofient ation>^e  Jews  are  becoming  more|5ecular  [ 


ii 


It  is  only  the  neo-orthodox  and  orthodox  who  spend  their  time  doing  Mitz- 
vot  and  saying  Brochot /while  the  rest  of  us  go  about  our  b\1Ciness  as  if 
there  were  no  correlation  whatever  between  ourselves  and  Judaism.  Our 
Jewish  way  of  life  is  confined  to  life-cycle  events  and  an  occasional 
visit  to  the  Synagogue;  I susoect  that  we  think  of  God^even 
these  sparodic  exercises  of  faitbf  when  it  conies  to  our^ attitudes 


VI 

toward  people,  events  and  responsibilities  we  react  •i. 


grandparents.  They  still 


knew  the*reasons  ImiilTTtl^t heir  actions  but  our  children  and  their  children 

have  little  knowledge  of  why  we^do  things  as  Jews /rather  than  as  people. 

The  Jewish  basis  to  our  daily  life  has  been  neglected  at  best,  lost  at 

worst  and  ignored  as  a point  of  reality.  For  example,  I have  spoken  dox- 

% 

ens  of  times  on  the  place  of  women  as  leaders  and  as  officiants  in  the  con- 

% 4 i 


whether  we  come 


gregational  setting  but^he:^  participation 


from /liberal  backgrounds  rather  than  the  facts  of  history.  I have  spoken 

many  times  on  the  impropriety  of  removing  life-«Mp‘i«־»i  equipment  from  a 

^ i  י , , י  * 


of  society  pre- 


but  the 


person 


■k 


vails  rather  than  the  all-consuming  passi« n of  Judaism  for  lifey  no  matter 


examples  oijfthis  kind  but  ^ffice  it  to  say; 


what  the  cost, 


the  onset  of  the  New  Year,  th-f!  !וזזח  f h f!  iirUVt  iifi-^TieAT,  4 uiuIPbli 

■^_4^ד0־ד  LlL-Ll  fii  11■  11 ■■ml,  we  have  a long  way  to  go/  tho  new 

ח a turn  11'  - ■ « ■■-ך.-  The  point  is  not  merely  that  we  be  in- 

scribed  in  the  Book  of  Life  but  that  we  be  inscribed  as  Jews  (1). 

While  I have  been  thinlcing  of  the  matter  for  some  time  lw<^Blyy  the 
issue  was  brought  into  focus  recently  by  an  agreement  reached  bet- 

ween  two  very  genial  although  skilled  and  powerful  men:  Cardinal  O'Conner 
and  Mayor  Koch.  The  two  of  them  will  soon  write  a book  and  §he  Mayor 
has  already  urged  every  Catholic  and  every  Jew  in  ■^nerica  to  buy  a copy; 


to  Ca^olic  Charities  and  City  social  ser-^lces. 


מ will  go 


oJA 


f 

It  is  a great  idea  and  pushed  by  two  masters  at  public  relations  but 


/ 'י  ef  ’ jruA^  ^ <xj  ^ i ^ י ^׳ י 

ןז  ' 

even  more  than  the  generalities,  the  content  of  the  book  is  challenging. 

These  two  men,  each  representing  a definite  point  of  view,  will  write  of 
ths±J*f&f^on  some  of  the  great  Issues  of  the  80s־  abortion,  aids,  the 
gay  movement,  the  like.  In  almost  every  !״stance 

the  two  men  have  if  not  opposite  at  least  different  views  of  the 


°^M^ack  to  back.  But  here  the 

j^LüLJiliii  1.1  ח • the  cardinal  w1irP״f,  of  course , 

iio 

catholic  orientation  »nd  that  is  as 
on  the  other  hand,  will  be  writing  his  side 


t«o 

!re  esBl^s‘  the 


— T ״'״■•׳־־'•־'״ י 


I u V\vrw 


from  the  mayor  * s point  of  view,  as  far  as 


from 


k!n0״■')  lul  o ־ 


write  and  present 
it  ought  to  be, 
of  the  story  ,ab  a 


the  city  is  concerned,  but  n^t, 


the  Jewish  point  o 


rTcrTr^Tave^rT^ 


...  H soie^oncem  f«r  T,w4^;^is  I^el  and  perhaps  the  wear- 

ing  of  a kipah  when  he  enters  a Synagogue  to  give  a speech,  ^e , as  most 


a contradiction  in  terms. 


־•־׳-י 

ל "--— י f־*-C 

of  us,  is  a secular  Jew,  a concept  which  io 


Ilis  appeal,  then,  that  every  Jew  and  catholic  sho  Id  buy  a copy  of  the  book 
ca־.  almost  be  construed  as  ,L  more  accurately,  he  should 

have  said:  let  every  catholic  and  New  Yorl/^y  this  book.  His  role  as 
mayor  of  all  the  people,  his  views  on  the  basic  human  condition,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  is  Mt^ooted  in  Judaism  but  in  the 

ity  of  the  needs  of  this  city.  While  this  is  not  bad^from  ;^perspective, 

from  the  Jewish  perspective,  it  is  not  good. 

It  is  not  issue  because  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  are 

being  confronted  with  our  Jewishness  and  from  the  most  unlikely  place:  Is- 

rael.  There  Prof  Shlomo  Avineri,  a teacher  of 

a former  director-general  of  the  Foreign  Ministry,  has  us  because 

of  our  perceived  fea^  in  reaction  to  the  Pollard  dijiaster.  Avineri , writ 
ins  in  the  Internatl  Edition  of  The  Jerusalem  Post  (March  21,  1987)  accus- 


es  ^of  fear  and  trepidation,  nervousness  and 


as  we  assess  how  others  might  percedyve  us : 

in  an  egalitarian  society  but  as  ,rij.i1*  j;  th#  imagined  accusations  of  "dual 
loyalty".  One  opinion  ^ ^וי י !■יייו,  even  suggested  that  "not  since  the  Rosen- 

bergs  have  American  «ews  been  so  severely  cq|v\promised" , We  distance  our- 
selves  from  the  accused  and  the  guilty  much  as  French  Jews  distanced  them- 
selves  from  Dreyfus,  Avineri  emphasizes  the  point  by  saying:  HU«  action, 
or  reaction  only  highlights  the  fact  that  despite  protestations  you  are  not 


your 


the  need  to  justify 


f the  America 


patriotism  sin^  no  one  accusecj^ou  of  anything?'  Did  Sgt,  Lonetree's 


spiritual«l:*%r  come  into  question;  was  Col.  North’s  religion  ev^n^Jdscus^e^ 
^^hen  the  going  got  tough,  Avineri  wrote^^j׳^ur^3a^derr^7־־e^  trembj^r 

Israelites  in  the  shtet l^ot.ע.iJ*<יr-Fז^^  and  miglity  citizens  of  a ^ee 

demoo'tatic  societ^^  It  is  quite  an  indictment  and  I have  only  shafted  with 
you  the  bare  minimum  of  quotations  but  you  get  the  feel  of  it,  I'm  sure. 

dilemna  for  us  modern  Jews:  we  wajit  to  be  secular,  we 
want  to  be  Americans  first  and  f oremost  ,ן^ Judaism  has  abated  in  its  intensi- 
ty  j-iii — I and  we  act,  feel,  look  and  speak  as  does  e^ery  o:ya,er  person  in 


the  spectre  of  disloylfety 


the  neighborhood  but^  when  thri  0^1*'Cr”C?^^ 
rears  its  ugly  head; suddenly  we  are  L'Jl י.0יו י^  as  Jews,  al- 

though  we  make  use  of  the  label  but  a few  specific  times  a^  year.  Some- 
thing  is  wrong  here:  why  can't  we  be  Jews  all  the  time 


What  is  it  that  makes  us  Jews  today?  Only  our  birth  and  our  association 
with  the  Synagogue?  ־'^re  only  those  people  Jews  who  look  like  Chassidim 
and  who  sway  before  the  Western  Wall  or  those  JAws  from  Iraq,  for  example, 
who  sit  bedecked  with  their  homemade  jewelry?  It  is  not  as  it  ought  to  be, 
for  surel  D©  we  become  Jewish  only  when  one  of  our  own,  a Pollard,  for 
example  ajid  a marginal  Jew  at  best,  is  accused  of  the  most  heinous  of 
crimes?  Arc^e^  as  Philip  %th  wrote  many  years  ago,  only 


liow  shallow  this 


disasters  and  indictments  ,und- 


i 


Judaism,  Jewishness;  how  muchy^oi••  would^  hope  for  at  the  stiart  of  a New 
year,  I would  hope  that  American  JewiT>ili^aÄÜf|iwp»1F*0!JWTr5t^-4••  count  er  the 
accusation  of  weakness  and  fear,  1aa<hfc^afc_,^1W|irggstaEi1>» 

But,  unfortunately,  ; we  are  secular, 

^v,^V  4.V  <3L^ 

the  medical  world *<5IÄ  enormous  strides  in  discoveries  have  again  pitted 


gCience  vs  religion  but  we  stand  mute.  It  has  been  found  that  to  implant 
'^he  tissues  of  aborted  fetuses  may  help  treat  various  deseases,  Psirkinson' 
in  particular  but  other  nerve  disorders  as  well,  ^■*^There  is  genuine 


feaiT  within  the  ethical  community,  as  it  is  linked  to  all  professions  and 
to  every  walk  of  life,  that  as  there  «יי«  already  surragate  mothev^^trC^ 

with  terrible  ramifications^  so  there  may  soon  be  women  who  seek  pregnancy 


already 


to  every  walk  of  life,  that  as  there 


with  inten t to  abort ^so  as  to  sell  the  tissue  for  laboratory  purposes. 

In  a flash  the  church  position  was  crystallized  because  they  are  against 
abortion,  of  course;  Jews,  who  are  not  concerned  with  these  matters,  who 


have  nomnterest  in  the  daj;  matt  01■»^  who  are  simply 

not  used  to  dealing  in  t ';wological  have  sidestepped  the  issue  in 


its  entirety  except  for^rabbis  who  write  learned  treatises,  which  no  one 


1 /that  avcontyibuti on  can  ij 


reads,  Agi^in:  we  are  secular,  almost  defi^^tly  so  as  if  this  were  some- 


^ ׳-!*׳'®-' JtS»  !ft / י ■ 5 > 


thing  to  be  proud  of.  I'm  not 


be  made  cmly  if  and  when  we  A4fiMMhHMHia9Bä!ä£ij5BCESBS3M1k bring  It  to  bear 
in  terms  of  the  ^ives  we  live  from  day  to  day. 

It  is  hopefully  possible,  even  in  our  modern  world,  that  the  indivi- 
dual,  the  average  person  of  the  Jewish  fa  th:  meaning,  you  aid  me,  can  do 
something  Jewish,  daily,  and  thus  briiig  his  life  into  a context  of  Judaism, 

I do  not  refer  to  keeping  Kashrut  if  you  have  never  done  so  or 

■ ד ־ ׳ h r>1b  11  rrrr ־ד־ד ר  l 11 1 1 m i r i irn  ו y ' ’ y ״ 1 ! ■ f ! 1 -x  ■ ,r  it  — —  י-ד^^^ ו  even 

your  attendance  at  services  twice  weekly,  every  week,  from  now  on.  Instead, 
more  realistically:  meal  can  be  made  more  Jewish  with  a blessing,  a day 

can  be  sanctified  in  the  morning  with  a Shehechiyonu , an  acknowledgement 
of  a ^orce  greater  than  you  and  I can  be  accepted  with  the  simple  recita- 

tion  at  least  once  a day  the  Shema  and,  as  vital,  each  of  us  can  pause 


and,  as  vital,  each  of  us  can  pause 


tion  at  least  once  a 


Vi 


during  the  ex  רe^iences  of  each  day  to  note^t^  awe  and  wonder  of  a world 
based  on  life,  on  hope,  on  choice,  of  PPti;;^־ 1 ■״־  Jewish  also.' 

need  not  be  a scholar  to  live  Jewishlyj 


■־t. 


is  a 


mmr  With  candles,  wine  and  Motzi, 


But  one  must  do  so,  actively• 


m,  ^ 

observance  of  ^habbat  iW 


practice  and  custom  known  to  almost  all  of 
“*■^^*SJ^day  Jewishly  and  that  is  really  all  we  ask^at  this  start  of  the  New 

Year»Ä*rWe  are  and  have  been  secular  all  too  long  and  it  is  time  to  make 


a fresh  start,  to  begin  anew. 

Welcome  then  to  5748.  /t  a rhnri  -P  in  Juvn^;  ן ur 

CL  -LUJifi  u^nt  i The  historian  Arnold  Toynbee  used  to  characterize 

the  historical  process  as  challenge  and  response,  and  so  it  applies  to  us. 
We  have  linked  ourselves  to  the  secular  American  way  of  life  but  we  are 
being  challenged  as  Jews  with  our  rgiicion  being  the  cfux  of  the  matter. 
Over  the  centuries  our  people  have/^answered  the  challenge  with  assimila- 
tion  and  even  conversion  but  the  confrontation  merely  abated,  ^lot 


re־,.onse  ^ 

as  a moral  guidepost^  for^Jthis  generation  and  for  our  children’s  children. 

To  my  way  of  thinking,  as  rabbi  and  as  comtaitted  Jew,  the  answer  is  ob- 
^ious;  to  live  as  a Jew,  to  act  and  think  like  one, 

the  past  relevant  to  the  present.  I have  mentioned[uaj  ui  KulIi  tun-l 
•^iu.xl  n.udxy.>i<|,  .111,1.^  ,ן  i 1  תח- ו  n n.  b^I  am  really  speaking  of 

you  and  me  and  how  we  will  ^ ■י'«יז»'יו  י* * י " ' '  ® 

to  come.  Indeed,  we  want  to  be  i, ascribed  for  life,  for  good  and  for  bless- 

ing  but,  if  you  will  allow  me,  not  as  this  individual  or  that  but  as  this 
Jewish  person,  this  Jewish  woman,  this  Jewish  fa.nily  whicj,  is  ennobled 
and  sustained  by^^  message  of  faith. 


dissapear,« 


, l־w 

message  of  faith. 


and  sxistained  by 
Amen. 


KOL  NI DUE 


Kol  Nidre  is  tmlike  an]?  other  occasion.  Rosh  HaShono,  •OiA 1 ׳! 

/ t 

has  its  ov1|'^׳^sense  of  promise  /and  the  first  night  of  Seder  carries  with  it,  1» 
inherently,  a spirit  of  faiiily  obligation  and  tradition.  The  first  eve  of 
Chanukah  hns  become  the  tine  for  child ’en  and  grandchildren  to  be  spoil= 
ed.  Indeed,  with  ^habbat  observance  becoming  ever  :^ess  of  a facto:^  es- 
pecially  in  the  ’nore  liberal  Jewish  households,  Kol  Nidre  alone  remains 
as  a spiritual  linch-pin  to  o1וr  being  Jewish.  Everyone  feels  the  awe  of 
this  night,  we  are  all  aware  of  a sense  of  mystery,  we  all  feel  the  tug  of 
emotion  and  tradition  back  to  our  parents  and  graiidparent s : how  vre  spent 
the  day  in  the  Synagogue,  how  we  learned  to  fast,  how  we  cajne  together  to 


st\1denty^1:1y  parents  flew  to 


brealc  the  fast.  I recall  that  ?»m  a.  ■3SM 


Chicago  to  breaJc  the  fast  with  me;  I am  happy  to  note  that  our  daughter 
feels  the  same  tug  of  emotions.  And^in  those  brief  exaMiplos  it  is  a pen: 
sonal  need  which  motivates  usJ  the  need  to  be  at  home,  to  touch  base,  to 
affirm ^this  eve  is  different  from  all  other  nights  not  in  the  ״Mah  Nish- 
tajio"  sense  but  i1:^the  mysterious  sense  of  prayer  and  forgiveness.  Nho 
shall  be  inscribed  in  the  Book  of  Life?  is  a question  that  refers  to  you 
and  me.  This  eve,  then,  is  distiiiguished  by  the  fact  that  it  is  more  per- 

sonal,  more  private  than  any  other;  it  carries  with  it  a power  unmatched 
by  any  other  time  within  the  Jewish  year. 

It  is  this  train  of  thought  that  leads  me  to  remind  you  that  during 
the  springtime  of  this  year  I mentioned  ^arold  Kushner * s^"When  all  you've 
ever  wanted  isnt  enough".  It  is  one  of  those  smaU-^  .־-gTeei^äilSbdka  which 


for  his  insight 


mjtke  you  take  notice;  I admire  Rabbi  Kushhei '• 


aind  his  simple,  home-spim  wisdom.  Despite  the  awkward  title,  I hope  that 
you  will  also  take  note  of  the  secondary  heading:  "The  search  for  a life 
that  matters".  In  this  short  phrase  lies  the  focAs  of  our  personal  in- 
quiry  for  Kol  Nidre;  we  find  in  it  the  point  of  departure  for  this  seiTnon* 
Ti'i'us*  awesuwie — e v enlngt  the  question  and  the  thought,  does  life 


>>־ter?i; 


;vV'sXJ'*־ 

This  is  the  ga»1rrr  that  Rabbi  Kushner  brou.^ht  into  focus  not,  of 
course,  in  terms  of  K.01  Nidre,  but  in  the  realm  of  the  personal,  the  pri  — 
vate.  We  look  about  ourselves  in  this  time  and  place  aaid  while  we,  per~ 
sonally,  may  tie  doing  quite  well  there  is  no  question  of  the  general 
laise  to  be  found  in  our  society,  in  our  co^iT.  ^^ow  often  have  I jJ  t [.in 1 ־- 

people  i*BפSft»tיייי^  me  with  a sigh  of  resignation:  Oh,  rablii , 
what's  the  use  of  it  all"?  I hear  in  this  oft-repeated  plaintive  cry  the 


All  too  many 


tragedy  of  our  tiine^ 


people  simply  ünd  no  meJining  in  life;  more,  there  is  a senselessness  to 
our  existence  and  we  no  sense  of  p^pose.  What  could  be  worse  than 

the  fact  that  here,  on  the  0f|e  hand,  we  Eire  asking  for  the  Book  of  Life, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  Sind  that  the  life  we  live  is  of  no  conse- 
quencej  ’^^  Kushner' s phrase  "we  hunger  for  meaning"  and  he  quotes  »ung 
who  posited  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  "About  a third  of  ray  cases  are  suffer- 
ing  from  no  clinically  definable  nei^i^osis  t)ut  from  the  senselessness  and 

*״ptlness  of  their  lives. ”.Tliiu  LUi-tTi■  ili.-aagltia  an  lliL  ^,.,י ' 1«ו-1»זו rnnnn 

i'urther,  in  the  course  of  developing  his  theme,  Kushner 
the  story  which  you  have  probably  heard  many  times 

concerning  Alfred  Nobel,  the  Swedish  chemist.  His  ן^ther  died  and  031» 
of  the  newspapers  made  a rnigtake  and  wnote  the  obituary' about  him.  N014C 
 , ״  רר ^  +h«  ars-h-i סר ס  ci  ted  was  his  developing  explosives 


was  shocked  for  all  the  article  cited  was  his  developing  expl^ves 

which  helped  the  war  effort  by  killing  more  of  the  before 

our  ovm  could  be  devastated.  Nobel,  privileged  as  few  are  to  read  his 
own  obituary  before  his  demise,  was  remorse  stricken;  is  this  a^  they 
will  say  about  me?  Will  I be  known  for  no  other  quality?  And,  as  a re- 
־ult,  he  -nr  the  Nobel  Prizes^ 

linked  to  a more  posjLIj^i  expression  of  achievement./  -־י  ü u,־1־t  a-1 

what  is  world,  what  is  the  meaning  of  our  existence,  for 

what  wil]  we  be  remembered, and  are  our  lives  truly  as  senseless  and  as 


si  iply  want  to  gain  happiness 


empty  as  some  would  have  us  b 


from  life;  they,  as  perpetual  teen-agers,  only  ^vemt  to  have  ^ 


F 


r 


of  US  need  to  ask»  what  is  my  goal  in  life,  am  I being  taken  seriously, 
do  I live  so  that  my  life  is  relevant  to  someone  else,  and',  what  is  my  . 
focus  in  relation  to  this  Kol  Nidre  eve? 


Now,  we  can  carry  this  theme  into  several  areas  of  current  concern, 
f'or  example,  let  us  turn  to  the  tra^«dy  of  the  drug  warfare  that  has  1 
ly  b40n  characteriz^rg  this  neighborhood.  It  surely  comes  as  no  surprise 


*n  characteri 


ly  b<| 


to  you  that  all  of  us  bear  the  consequences  of  this  negative  publicity; 
also,  we  have  becoiae  the  butt  of  jokes •in^t hat  the  Rood  and  Drug  Admini- 
stration  has  been  transferred  from  Washington,  D.G,  to  No 

one  is  laughing  because  this  is  a very  serious  situation  with  pain,  humi- 
liation  and  death  the  c omron  gi  n d ei!!  c1  f 1 1■!  0 I'^ay  / at  the  expense  of  •hbrrg יוזז ו  ■hi 


liation  and  death  the  c omron gi n d ei!!  c1  f 1 1■! 0 I'^ayy  at  the  expense  of  •hbrr  girrn-lii 

area,  PoJLUce  can  not  do  much,  the  people  who  cpme  to  buy 
quantities  of  narcotics  will  Just  as  easily  steal  and  murder  and  molest 
for  the  drug  as  for  the  car  ^ajjlauu.  !1׳?Tl^which^4»«.d  ׳ t u bi'/lijPli  Iiihiu|,lI  the 

t״■'  ^ ji-  ^ 

he  age  of  addi־«stat  ction  is  low׳er  and 

lower  while  the  drug  ha|>it  itself  is  reaching  ever  higher  into  the  execu- 


tive  suites  of  the  business  community,  ¥e  are  a society  at  the  brink  of 
' 'social  jeO^pardy  and  one  fears  the  consequences  of  the  future.  But  more, 

;c 

what  are  we  doing  about  this  tragowi:^?  The  government  makes  grandiose 

ד**" י/  pi’omises  and  even  SJנends  huge  sums  to  document  the  e vi  1 > - ■^’*י־ 

ceBiiieii■  pi  u viaJlLlliit  tiei'e  ai-'d but  only  one,  to  my  knowledge, 
has  asked  far  more  basic  questionןו^:  why  are  these  people  taking  drugs,«!׳־ 

׳r  f i r  1 ך  I  י ן  ri  r 1־  ^ The  one  official  who  spoke  in  these  terms  is  '^ov,  Cuomo, 
He  said  that  instead  of  spending  huge  siurts^  just  so  we  can  say  we  are  doing 

‘־־י׳י*  f ^ 

’*something”,  why  norTnterviewi  thousands^  of  these  addicted  children  and. 

■U  ל 

adolescents  and  strive  to  jttt£t£is=aw  answer»  why  are  you  doing  thlM,  what 

are  you  attempting  to  achieve,  what  are  you  at  linwyi'ti  to  escape,  where 

is  your  sense  of  the  meaning  of  your  life  or  don't  you  have  any  at  all? 

a ,  ר’^ י  ^ \/Ctno^  c( ו ־ #! י 

In  brief,  the  spirit  of  asking  for  relevance,  for  piirpose  is  germaine  in 

the  ceiirra^l  community,  afflicted  and  addicted  as  it  is,  as  for  each  one 

of  us;  for  some  the  time  is  Kol  Nidre,  for  others  the  time  is  as  soon  as 


iv■ 


possible,  before  death  claims  another  victim. 

But  in  this  time  and  place  there  is  another  area  where  it  is  vital 
that  we  search  for  a life  that  matters  and  that  has  meaning.  That  aUeaaf 
concern  is  Religion,  ^^11  the  more  so  when  we  note  how  religion  is  being 

and  all  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  limited  vested  interest  group». 
For  example,  can  you  draw  a parallel  between  what  is  going  on  in  the  Gath- 
olic  Ghurch  and  how  it  might  be  applied  in  our  own  circles?  In  thiir  case 
only  those  who  echo  theVsentiment s of  thT  bfficial  faith  can  speak  to  the 
faithful;  how  'could  you  feel  about  the  validity  of  your  religion  only 
an  acceptable  point  of  view  would  be  permitted  from  this  pulpit  aild  within 
our  affiliate  groups?  Gr,  what  do  you  think  of  the  religion  irchoed  in  a 
recent  issue  of  our  own  ״Reform  Judaism”  magazine:  in  a setting  where  young 
Jewish  singles  advertise  to  meet  one  another,  a new  trend  indicates  that 
in  terms  of  personal  descriptions,  yes,  we  are  Jewish  but  not,  God  forbiJ, 
observant.  Examples,  of  coiurse,  could  be  found  ad  nausetim  but  I hope  that 
the  point  is  clear:  we  need  to  know  the  meaning  of  our  religion!  We  ne«i 
to  ascertain  whether  Religion  for  us  is  merely  the  opening  of  the  prayer- 


book  so  as  to  mouth  a few  pious  phrases,  ^gja^lhwr  Jtr1rese__arg__-4u^t  wo  rds 
pjjp-  which  have  become  a matter  of  ritual» etirr  ^iii!  iiihii  1 iily־ 


- as  well  as  limited  routine,  whether  we  come  here  only  for  socia- 
bility  oiTiftAan  attempt  to  establish  a spirit  of  com!  union  with  God.  That 


is  to  say:  whether  the  words  of  prayer  actually  addressed  to  a Being 


ivl,  f־ 

mnr'—  significant , 


Do  yaa 


feel. 


whom  we 


ever  get  excited  about  the  substauitive  issues  of  Judaism  as  opposed  to  «be 
hair-splitting  refinements  of  orthodoxy?  | Example:  should  Shabbat  candles 


be  lit  at  7:13  or  at  7:16  P.M.  nd  how  does  being  in  different  time  zones 


affect  such  a major ' question?  And  these  issues  ^ dominate  the  lives  of 


I • — 9-y 

tens  of  thousands!  /^r,  on  the  other  hand,■  have  you  tried  to  link  your  Re- 


ligion and  its  meaning  in  your  life  to  other  issues:  when  do  you  make  tte 
decision  to  disconnect  life-saving  devices,  under  what  circumstances  and 


/ 


V 


guidelines,  what  is  your  gut  reaction  when  you  read  of  a family  that  pe- 

titions  the  court  to  deny  food  to  a )(terminal  patient,  in  effect  staruring 

that  person  to  death.  And  this  in  the  interest  of  hu,״«nitaria״  concerns, 

they  don-t  waat  their  loved  o^^  Or.  are  you  interested  in  khat 

Judaism  might  have  to  say  about  the  new  field  of  genetic  engineering!  D.־ 

pending  on  ho״|the  genes){  are  affected  by  the  technicians  the  birth  and 

growth  of  a "normal״  person  is  no  longer  a matter  of  luck  or  God-given 

.  ״״, ־ » + . זer  "iraage”  person  who  has  been  fashioned  by  us  in  the 

happening  but  a super  i ag  p ( j^^((c  rt־>  ^ /*‘oil* 

laboratory.  How  now  the  phrase:  created  in  the  image  of  Godl  As  we 
eeek  the" meaning׳ of  life  within  society,  as  well  as  in  Religion,  we  find 

that  it  is  an  elusive  quality  at  best. 

A nd  so  we  come  down  to  basic^.we  can  not  deal  with  the  meaning  of 

the  world  nor  with  the  meaning  of  Religion  unless  and  until  we  are  aware 

of  the  meaning  of  our  o™  personal  existence.  The  practitioners  of  the 

cental  health  field  have  known  this  basic  equa/tion  for  decades,  and  we 

know  it  too,  still,  we  do  so  only  in  the  abstract  and  rarely  apply  the 

lesson  directly  to  ourselves.  We  seem  to  live  xn  the  realm  of 

the  fact  that  the  lives  of  others  are  burdened 
that  while  we-  xne  ici 

״hetherphysical  or  psychological.  We  may  have  been  promised  a pill  to  dull 
or  remove  every  tear  but  that  is  not  how  life  works  realistically.  '׳or*, 
meaning,  relevance,  and  happiness  are  experienced  primarily  in  relation  to 

others,  we  need  to  be  con^ted  to י “ ' ״ "־- ״" 

— — ^ ^ these  may  be 


cherish  and  perhaps,  even  lovej 


people  Whom  we  do  not  know,  who  are  total  etroUgers  to  us  and  who  are 
linked  to  generations  as  yet  unborn.  I am  thinking,  of  course,  of  the 
disaster  at■  Chernobyl  occuring  thousands  of  mil*־  *rom  us  but  affecting 
our  lives  as  surely,  if  not  as  directly,  as  if  it  had  happened  next  door. 
Radio-a־l(tve  fallout  affects  our  weather,  our  food,  our  genes,  our  skin 
and  other  areas  of  our  person  which  are  far  beyond  my  knowledge  ^t  ״e 


*־i 


do  know  that  the  event  tj^re  will  have  its  influence  on  us  ^^e  genera- 

tions  to  come.  you  ask  whether  we  a^e  connected;  we  are!  Of  course, 

caring  for  one  another  leaves  us  vulnerable  and  \a11nerability  brings  risks 
but,  at  the  very  !fast,  wo  can  feel  that  we  are  bonded.  ׳^'here  is  no  need 
to  be  alone.  On  that  basis  I reject  the  concept  that  life  does  not  matter 
or  that  our  lives  are  of  no  significance.  As  mere  mortals  we  meet  the 
challenge  to  be  of  worth,  to  make  our  mark,  despite  our  imperfections;  but, 
only  in  relation  to  someone  else. 

And  once  we  have  been  bonded  to  our  fellow  man  the  tradition  of 

this  sacred  eve  teaches  us,^we  can  aj^pproach  God,  We  want  Him  to  inscribe 
us  not  just  in  a Book  of  Life  but  for  a lifelthat  makers,  that  has  s^se 
and  that  characterizes  our  stay  cm  earth  as  m^re  t h an pin-point  in  time. 
God  does  not  say  to  us,  as  ^ might  say  to  a child:  be  good  ^d  I will  be 
good  to  you,  be  bad  and  I will  punish  you.  He  does  not  want  uJiqu^e^oned 
obedience  for  that  would  make  perpetual  children  of  us  all.  Rather,  He 
urged:  do  you  best,  dare  to  strive,  reach  beyond  yourself,  struggle,  ex- 
perience  the  pain,  strive  to  grow  and  even  to  grew  up  because  for  e*[ch  in- 
dividual,  life  is  an  uncharted  sea  and  we  must  ^11  find  our  way,  in  c^- 
cert  with  one  another.  Remember,  then,  we  are  at  one  w^h  man  in  society, 
with  God  in  Religion,  with  man  and  God  right  here  and  now. 

Indeed,  Kol  Nidre  is  diffiirent  from  all  other  nights.  ־^t  is  that  o^ 
special  moment  within  the  Jewish  year;  we  are  ״in  search  of  a life  that 
matters״.  Life  is  complicated!  For  some  it  speaks  of  emptiness,  sense- 
lessness  or  loneliness.  Kol  Nidre,  on  the  other  hand,  speaks  to  us  of 
what  life  promises:  fulfillment,  sharing,  well-being  and  worth.  As  we 
live  in  accordance  vith  that  promls.|׳  oujs.  can  be  a life  for  good  and 

blessing. 


Amen 


küL  :'fIJKK, 


V 


Kol  Niclre  is  tmlike  anjj  other  occasion.  Rosh  IlaShono,  for  example 

\ ׳ / 

has  its  own  sense  of  -ronise  ^/and  the  first  1ai(;ht  of  Seder  carries  with  it,  ^ 

inherently,  a spirit  of  faiiily  obligation  and  tradition.  The  first  eve  of 

Chanukah  hos  become  the  tine  for  children  and  grandchildren  to  l>e  spoil= 

ed.  Indeed,  with  ^habbat  obser^  ance  becoming  ever  less  of  a f ac ! o:^  es- 

pecially  in  the  ־’'■■re  liberal  Jewish  households,  Kol  Nidre  alone  remains 

as  a spiritual  linch-pin  to  our  being  Jewish.  Everyone  feels  the  awe  of 

this  night,  we  are  all  aware  of  a sense  of  mystery,  we  all  feel  the  tug  of 

emotion  and  tr.adition  back  to  our  parents  and  grtuidparont  s : how  v;e  s'ent 

the  day  in  the  Synagogue,  how  we  learned  to  fast,  how  we  cajne  together  to 

break  the  fast,  I recall  that  as  a rabbinic  student  my  peirents  flew  to 

Chicago  to  break  the  fast  with  me;  I am  happy  to  not®  that  our  daughter 

a-v 

feels  the  sa:!1e  tug  of  emotions,  And^in  those  brief  examples  it  is  a pe^ 
sonal  need  which  motivates  uss  the  need  to  be  at  home,  to  to^ich  base,  to 
affirm /\this  eve  is  differ  nt  from  all  other  nights  not  in  the  "Mah  Nish- 
tano”  sense  but  inthe  mysterious  sense  of  prayer  and  f oi'giveness , Nho 

^ ' ד י 

shall  be  inscribed  in  the  Book  of  Life?  is  a question  that  refers  to  you 
and  me.  This  eve,  then,  is  distiaiguished  by  the  fact  that  it  is  mox-e  per- 

■onal,  more  private  than  any  other;  it  carries  with  it  a power  unmatched 
by  any  other  time  within  the  Jewish  year. 

It  is  this  train  of  thought  that  leads  me  to  remind  you  that  durtng 
the  ppringtime  of  this  year  I mentioned  ^arold  Kushner*a  "When  all  you've 
ever  wanted  isnt  enough".  It  is  one  of  those  small,  precise  books  which 


for  his  insight 


mAks  you  take  notice;  I admire  Rabbi  Kushnei h 


and  his  simple,  home-spim  wisdom.  Despite  the  awkward  title,  I hope  that 
you  will  also  take  note  of  the  secondary  heading:  "The  search  for  a life 
that  matters".  In  this  short  phrase  lies  the  focÄs  of  our  personal  in- 
quiry  for  Kol  Nidre;  we  find  in  it  the  point  of  depeirture  for  this  sermon* 


the  question  and  the  thought,  does  life 


latter? 


of 


4 


' ^v׳\  'i  ^ V ' 

Tills  is  the  -sa*1g׳e  that  Rabbi  Kushner  brought  into  focus  not, 
course,  in  terms  of  Kol  Nidre,  but  in  the  realm  of  the  personal,  the  pri- 
vate.  We  look  about  onirselves  in  this  time  and  place  and  while  we','  per- 
sonally,  may  tie  doing  quite  well  there  is  no  question  of  the  general  rr1a= 
laise  to  be  found  in  our  society,  in  our  coi^try.  How  often  have  I 


*1 1ז f ו peojile  me  with  a sigh  of  resignation:  Oh,  rabiii  , 

what’s  the  use  of  it  all”?  I hear  in  this  oft-repeated  plaintive  cry  the 


-A-ll  too  many 


tragedy  of  our  tiine^ 


people  si1״ply  find  no  meaning  in  life;  more,  there  is  a senselessness  to 
our  existence  and  we  no  sense  of  p^pose.  What  could  be  worse  than 

the  fact  that  here,  on  the  ofie  hand,  we  are  asking  for  the  Book  of  Life, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  find  that  the  life  we  live  is  of  no  conse- 

ך 

quence!  ^^Kushner’s  phrase  "we  hunger  for  meaning"  and  he  quotes  Hung 
who  posited  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  "About  a third  of  ray  cases  are  suff# 
ing  from  no_  clinically  definable  nex:\/|osis  but  from  the  senselessness  and 
dmptiness  of  their  lives,  r'h  I 11 ־־* ־ ־ ־  lilrnri  nn  t'lr  ~ן! ! 1 זד ן ו  ! ! ! m 

׳1 י י■■!^  *urther,  in  the  course  of  developing  his  theme,  Kushner 
the  story  which  you  have  probably  heard  many  ti!nes 

concerning  Alfred  Nobel,  the  Svedish  chemist.  His  bother  died  and גנךל ס 
of  the  newspapers  made  a mistake  and  wuote  the  obituary  about  him,  N . 

iKuU ג י. 

was  shocked  for  all  the  article  cited  was  his  !,■nrli  developing  explosiv׳' 


before 


was  shocked  for  all  the  article  cited  was  his 
which  helped  the  war  effort  by  killing  more  of  the 


our  own  could  be  devastated,  Nobel,  privileged  as  few  are  to  read  his 
own  obituary  before  his  demise,  was  remorse  stricken;  is  this  all  tliey 
will  say  about  me?  Will  I be  known  for  no  other  quality?  And,  as  a re- 

וסי■, 

suit,  he וווו^ ו  Inn  ml  f־l|1  1 1 !!1  mי-<' ׳ ^־  the  Nobel  Prizes  so  that  his  name  be 

U-»vJ  4-0 

linked  to  a more  posi tiye  expression  of  achievement.'  ׳<m■,  as  11  .iiaj!■*׳ 


in  this  world,  what  is  the  meaning  of  our  existence,  for 


what  is  our  r 


what  v;il1  we  be  remembered,  and  are  our  lives  truly  as  senseless  and  as 
empty  as  some  woiild  have  us  believe?  si  ply  want  to  gain  happiness 


empty  as  some  woiild  have  us  beli 


-Jl 


fron  life;  they,  as  perpetual  teen-agers,  only  want  to  have  "fun"# 

^ I-  ד! 


.f  U«  n־*d  t.  a.k.  what  la  my  goal  i״  üf״!־־ • ^ .־e  »aken  »*rlously, 

\ d•  1 liwa  so  that  my  life  13  relevant  to  someone  else,  and,  what  Is  my,^, 
focus  in  relation  to  this  Kol  Nldre  eve? 

Now,  we  can  cariry  this  theme  into  several  areas  of  current  concern. 
For  example,  let  us  turn  to  the  tragedy  of  the  drug  warfare  that  has  la^ 
ly  n character!  this  neighborhood.  It  surely  comes  as  no  surprise 

to  vou  that  all  of  us  bear  the  consequences  of  this  negative  publicity; 
also,  we  have  become  the  butt  of  jokes.in^that  the  ^ Drtxg^mini- 

stration  has  been  transferred  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  W.^ ..^־fc-171i/^rr  No 
one  is  laughing  because  this  is  a very  seriojjs  situation  with  pain,  humi- 
liatirm  and  death  the  comi  on^ — Win!  1ta«^at  the  expense  of  t*h־fr  gaoi*! 

•C--P » ^ ^ t־-fTTP1=:s£~^rtgB  area,  PoIU-ice  can  not  do  much,  the  people  who  coihe  to  buy 
quantities  of  narcotics  will  just  as  easily  steal  and  milder  and  molest 
for  the  drug  as  for  the  car  fepluu  l.  .1  TT^which^J-iULl  ■ ■tiT  !.!!ft  honijat  the 

time  of  a previous  arrest^  "^e  age_  of  addi־«*#.ction  is , !,-.id;,  lower  and 

lower  while  the  drug  hal>it  itself  is  reaching  ever  higher  into  the  execu- 
tive  suites  of  the  business  community.  We  are  a society  at  the  brink  of 
social  jeopardy  and  one  fears  the  consequences  of  the  f^ltu1'e,  But  more, 
what  are  we  doing  about  this  tragedy?  The  government  ?mkes  grandiose^ 
promises  and  even  spends  huge  siims  to  dociimont  the  evi  1 
- n . -m.ntiT  L ' ■ ' M I M -?wfTi-fh  I . !■If  but  only  one , to  my  knowledge. 


(X  ^ 

has  asked  far  more  basic  question^(:  w^  are  these  people  tak^g  drugs. 


1.1.^  The  one  official  who  spoke  in  these  terns  is  ^ov.  Cuomo, 
He  said  that  instead  of  spending  huge  sums, just  so  we  can  say  we  are  doing 
״something”,  why  not  interview  thousands  of  these  addicted  children  and 


adolescents  and  strive  to  ■m■  answer:  why  are  you  doing  this,  what 

are  you  attempting  to  achieve,  what  are  you  .*t  I, 1 1 ג ־.!*  LWr  to  escape,  where 
is  your  sense  of  the  meaning  of  your  life^  or  don't  you  have  any  at  all? 
In  brief,  the  spirit  of  asking  for  relevance,  for  pxirpose  is  germaxne  in 
the  genr^^  co  -munity,  afflicted  and  addicted  as  it  is,  as  for  each  one 
of  us;  for  some  the  time  is  Kol  'lidre,  for  others  the  time  is  aS  soon  as 


i▼ 


' possible, 'before  death  claims  another  victim. 

But  in  this  time  and  place  there  is  another  area  where  it  is  vital 
that  we  seao'ch  for  a life  that  matters  and  that  has  meaning.  That  a^eacf 
concern  is  Religion,  ^^11  the  more  so  when  we  note  how  religion  is  being 
perverted  and  all  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  limited  vested  interest  group#. 
For  example,  can  you  draw  a parallel  between  what  is  going  on  in  the  Cath- 
QjLic  Cburch  and  how  it  might  be  applied  in  our  own  circles?  In  thiir  case 
only  those  who  echo  theVsentiment s of  the  öfficial  faith  can  speak  to  the 
faithful;  how  could  you  feel  about  the  validity  of  your  religion  only 
an  acceptable  point  of  view  would  be  permitted  from  this  pulpit  and  within 
our  affiliate  groups?  t)r,  what  do  you  think  of  the  religion  vchoed  in  a 
recent  issue  of  our  own  "Reform  Judaism"  magazine:  in  a setting  Where  young 
Jewish  singles  advertise  to  meet  one  another,  a new  trend  indicates  that 
in  terras  of  personal  descriptions,  yes,  we  are  Jewish  but  not,  God  forbid, 
observant.  Examples,  of  course,  could  be  foxmd  ad  nauseum  but  I hope  that 
the  point  is  dear:  we  need  to  know  the  meaning  of  our  religion!  W*  ne«l 
to  ascertain  whether  Religion  for  us  is  merely  the  opening  of  the  prayer- 
book  so  as  to  mouth  a few  pious  phrases,  ar^^iUC-t-^er-ds-^ 


merely  a matter  of  ritual^w 


which  have  become רדון ! 4 1 


ן I ri 1ן#ו ו  as  well  as  limited,  routine,  whether  we  coire  here  only  for  socia- 
bility  or  attempt  to  establish  a spirit  of  com-  union  with  God,  That 
is  to  say:  whether  the  words  of  prayer  a^e  actually  addressed  to  a Being 


feel.  Even  more  significant. 


whom  we 


He*  ■»  I ■ן־־רר  ii^yTrnTTTTiiMTj  Pmin  waiii,  n■  tTirrrrrlrr•׳*  -i^‘ y*“ 

ever  get  excited  about  the  substaiitive  issues  of  Judaism  as  opposed  to  tthe 
hair-splitting  refinements  of  orthodoxy?  Example:  should  Shabbat  candles 
be  lit  at  7:13  or  at  ?:16  P.M.  ^nd  how  does  being  in  different  time  zones 
affect  such  a' major ' question?  And  these  issues  ^ dominate  the  lives  of 
tens  of  thousands!  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  have  you  tried  to  link  your  Re- 
ligion  and  its  meaning  in  your  life  to  other  issues:  when  eto  you  make  tte  , 
decision  to  disconnect  life-saving  devices,  under  what  circumstances  and 


guideline«,  what  le  your  gut  reaction  when  you  read  of  a family  that  pe- 
tition.  the  court  to  deny  food  to  a )(terminal  patient,  in  effect  ,tarring 
that  per.on  to  death.  And  thi.  in  the  intereat  of  hu״«nitarlan  concern־־ 
they  don't  waat  their  loved  one  to  aufferj  Or,  are  you  intereated  in  fchat 
Judal.״  might  have  to  ־ay  about  the  new  field  of  genetic  engineering?  De־ 
pending  on  how^he  gene־)(  are  affected  by  the  technician־  the  birth  and 
growth  of  a -normal-  peraon  ia  no  longer  a matter  of  luck  or  God-given 

happening  but  a ־uper  -image-  P״־on^who  "יי * ־־• 

laboratory.  How  now  the  phrase,  created  in  the  image  of  Godl  Aa  we 

aeek  the  meaning  of  life  within  society,  aa  well  aa  in  Religion,  we  find 

that  it  is  an  elusive  quality  at  best* 

A nd  so  we  come  down  to  basic־!,  we  can  not  deal  with  the  meaning  of 

the  world  nor  with  the  meaning  of  Religion  unless  and  until  we  are  aware 
of  the  meaning  of  our  ora  personal  existence.  The  practitioners  of  t e 
mental  health  field  have  known  this  basic  equa/tlon  for  decade.,  and  we 

know  it  too,  still,  we  do 0 ־  only  in  the  abstract  and  rarely  apply  the 

« ע-.  •hr!  ר •tv«  in  the  realm  of  illusion 

lesson  directly  to  ourselves.  We  seem  to  live  xn  xne 

. a.  •that  the  lives  of  others  are  burdened 

that  while  we  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  ixves  ^ 

^ j •*•hai־  «-F  our  families  ought  to  be  smooth  aid 
by  h^rd.hip,  our  own  lives  and  that  of  our  r״nl  l g 

■ !y\  ר - ־.'״• •- ז ^ r•  1 ■ H iiln  11  t~l1  nain, 

uncomplicated,  ,But.  of'  course,  this  1־  unreal  .^life  1«  H- J- ^ P_ 

whether׳phyai־al  ־r  psychological.  W.  may  have  been  promised  a pill  to  du־ 

or  remove  every  to«•  but  that  is  not  how  life  works  realistically.  “ort״ 

meaning,  relevance,  and  happiness  are  experienced  primarily  in  relation  t. 

other־־  we  need  to  be  connected  to ״" ״  '''  T 

cherish  and  perhaps,  even  lovej 

people  Whom  we  do  not  know,  who  are  total  strangers  to  us  and  who  are 
linked  to  generations  as  yet  unborn.  I am  thinking,  of  courae.  of  the 
disaster  at  Chernobyl  occuring  thousands  of  mil.«  *i-om  u.  but  affecting 
our  lives  as  surely,  if  not  as  directly,  as  if  it  had  happened  next  door. 
Radlo-aol(tve  fallout  affects  our  weather,  our  food,  our  genes,  our  skin 
and  other  areas  of  our  person  which  are  far  beyond  my  knowledge  but  «e 


.s  no  need  to 
that  life  doÄ^a  not  matter  or  that 


do  know  that  the  event  there  will  have  its  influence  on  us  h^e  for  genera- 
tions  to  come•  And  you  ask  whether  we  ne(?d  to  be  connected;/v^  course, 
ing  for  one  another  leaves  us  ▼ulnerabl•  and  vulnerability  brings  rt^ks  but 
at  the  very  least,  we  ceua  feel  that  wo^^^^^e  bonded•  a)^d”Xhore  ii 
be  alone,  Per  u•  W reject  the 

our  lives  are  of  no  signif icanco,^1SL^mu8V  accept  the  challenge  to  be  huraan 
and  that  we  can  only  ^ in  relation  to  someone  else^ 

And  once  we  have  been  bonded  to  our  fellow  man  then,  according  to 
the  tradition  which  motivates  us  this  sacred  eve,  we  can  approach  God. 
want  Him  to  inscribe  us  not  just 

matters,  that  has  sense  and  that  steos/Tur  stay  on  earth  a mere  pin- 

point  in  tims.lju*  fnr  ■ig  111H--BBi1sHrlvl»y.  Qod  does 

not  say  to  us־,  as  we  might  to  a cl^d:  bo  good  and  I will  be  good  to  yov, 
be  bad  and  I will  pvimlsh’^  but , rather*  do  your  beat,  dare  to  strive,  reach 
beyond  yourself,  struggle,  experience  the  pain,  gtrive  to  grow  even  to 
grow  up  because  for  each  individual,  life  is  an  uncharted  sea  and  we  must 
all  find  or  way,  in  concert  with  one  another.  God  is  mature  enough  to 
trust  in  our  eventual  maturity  but  that  process  is  not  possible  in  isola- 
tion.  This  i^true  at  all  timejbut  the  more  so  on  this  occasion  for  the 
very  name  of  our  purpose  this  Kol  Nidre  deliniates  the  message*  at-^־men 
We  are  at-ono  with  man  in  society,  with  God  in  Religion,  with  man  and  ^ipd 

right  here  and  now. 

Indeed,  Kol  ^idre  is  different  from  all  other  nights,  ^t  is  that 
one  special  moment  within  the  Jewish  year;  we  are  "in  sewrch  of  a life 


yinr 


r,  ^ife  is  complicated • 8xxd:::fa3si 


that  mattera". 

For  some  it  speaks  of  emptiness,  senselessness  or  loneliness,  ®ut  loneli- 
ness  is  often  an  echo  of  who  wo  aror  and  what  wo  do;  Kol  Nidre,  on  the  o- 
thor  hand,  speaks  to  us  of  what  life  promises  * fulfillment , ^oil-being  and 
worth.  As  we  live  in  accordance  with  that  promise  ours  will  be  a life 
for  good  blessing. 


Amen 


YOM  KIPPUR:  A.M 


Friends,  there  must  be  some  validity  to  the  idea  that  people  say  "let 
sleep  on  it";  things  do  look  diffei^tly  in  the  morning  than  they  do  at 


in  the  brilliance  of  the  day,  as  we  ar׳ 


night.  The  mood  is  quite 


touched  by  the  crispness  of  the  morning  air,  Emotion  gives  way  to  logic 

/ 

and  the  troubling  aspects  of  life  become  clearer^׳  after  having  had  the  oppor- 
tunity  to  ^ restle  with  a problem  at  niglנt,  either  co  sciously  or  siibeonscious■ 
ly  in  sleep.  We  aWaken  to  see  the  issue  4:n-יa  diffea^nt-  perepoetivo>  ixme 
has  passed  and  time  has  provided  another  point  of  view,  perhaps  another 
method  of  approach.  The  same  concept,  I think,  can  be  applied  as  well  to 
the  occasi׳  n which  brings  us  together  this  very  special  day.  The  congre- 
‘ gation’s  mood  is  from  what  it  was  last  night.  Last  evening,  the 

V ry  wofds  "Kol  Nidre"  brought  with  them  a sense  of  awe  and  solemnity  and 
utter  seriousness.  This  morning,  the  mood,  the  aura  are  lighter  and  the 
solemnity  haseased  soifiewhat  from  the  level  that  we  experie•  ced  in  such 
depth  last  night. 


I find  the  same  re״*ction  within  myself;  I Ichok  at  Yom  Kippur  with  diffei?• 

ent  eyes  today  than  I did  Lasj?  night  there  was  mostly  emotion 

and  you  could  feel  it  throughout  the  congregation;  today,  I am  willing  and  ^ 

able  to  examine  Yom  Kippur  in  more  critical  light,  A^iQ  j 1u״'fl111a11 1— fun■ 

✓ י 

■Yc)t*1  ^ ^rom  the  beginning  ,4/  a highly  complicated  and  a 

difficult  holyday,  which  brings  with  it  all  sorts  of  problems,  as  a read- 
ing  of  the  ־*■orah  portion.  Lev,  IjS,  might  have  already  indicated  to  you.  We 


are  dealing  here  with  a series  of  sacrifices,  offered  by  the  High  Priest. 


lest  \ 

-i  ' 


'•’he  people  are  passive  spectators  aiad  it  is  not  so  easy  for  the  High  Pr 


either:  for  him  to  enter  the  Holy  of  Holies  was  a traumatic  experience,  it 


ii 


was  permit that  one  time  of  the  year.^jd  jjith  superstitions  being  so 
T^e  in  those  early  centuries,  the  Priest  truly  believed  that  if  he  did 
anything  wrong,  he^^TU1i1ii4" not  come  aut  alive.  It  was|bhen,not  merely  a matter 


concerned 


°״  ^ Jir^AJr  I 

of  being  inscribed  in  the  Book  of  Lifers  far  as  the 

I 

י -o ■i‘ 


but,  rnt^i  ”,  it  was/ a matter  of  life  and  d_g  at  h . f mu  h " p- 1 JÜ  11^533^ 
the  context  of  our  Biblical  chapter,  there  is  no  nan^  f or  t day . »1״ 


today,  of  course, 


are  to  observe  It  on  the  10th  day  of  the  7^  month 


we  observe  it  in  the  first  month  because  the  calendar  was  changed  centuries 
I I name  "klpur"  may  not  bo  wholly  Jdwlsh  in 

orig  :n(  Yom  Kippur  certainly  does  not  appear  in  our  chapter.  but  the  Bal^- 
lonlans  had  a New  Year's  festival  which  extended  for  10  days!  the  fifth  day 
was  called  "kupuru"  ^nd  was  celebrated  with  a ram,  fire  and  water, some  of 
the  very  same  elements  found  in  our  tradition.  ^Uk-U.l  I - In  short, 

there  are  all  maiuier  of  nuances  to  this  dayj  it  may  be  a very  meaningful 
occasion  but  it  does  have  its  built-in  problems.  The  Priest  must  wear  a 
certain  type  of  dress,  he  must  offer  atonement  fj^t  for  himself  and  his 
house  before  he  malces  expiation  for  the  people,  he  offers  ^o  animals  al- 
though  he  sacrifices  only  one,  and  he  must  clease  the  place  of  dacrifice 
after  the  ditual  has  talcen  place.  Only  much  later,  at  the  end  of  the  chapt- 
or  and  almost  as  an  after-thought,  do  we  1-^ha^^e  ^^ot_^o״  this 
day,  neither  citizen  or  alien,  that  we  are  to  afflict  our  souls,  and  that 
it  must  be  observed  o^e  each  year.  From  these  beginnings  have  emerged  the 
entire  Institut!  n of  Kol  Nldre  and  Yom  Kippur, wtet  we  have  today  sure- 
ly  is  not  what  was  part  of  us  at  the  beginning. aSaS-^om  this  observation  we 
are  en'titled  to  draw  certain  conclusions  and  these  form  the  core  of  our  mess־g 

for  this  day. 

For  example,  we  already  mentioned  that  Aaron  hadto  make  expiation  for 
himself  and  his  family  before  he  could  offer  the  sacrifice  on  behalf  ofthe 
people.  It  vs  an  act  from  which  we  can  learn  even  in  our  own  time  because 


What  Is'^^^here^rolates  to  a very  common  problem  in  our  *4«.^  You 
see,  all  too  many  of  us  would  much  prefer  to  solve  the  problems  of  the  ^cr^d 


iii 


before  we  come  to  the  point  of  grappli^ig  with  ourselves.  ־^hat  is  one  message 
for  vua  on  Yom  Kippur,  emerging  in  the  light  of  day  from  the  past:  let  us 
conce1mj4i*xvoolvfr€  first  and  foremost  with  ourselves,  with  our  problems  and 
feelings  and  our  specific  place  in  the  scheme  of  things  before  we  go  to 
putter  about  in  the  great  big  world  "out  thd  e".  fhat  is  our  obligati(^  to- 
day.  For  example,  I know  we  are  all  concerned  with  the  terrible  st^te  of 
affairs  as  these  touch  so  many  of  the  people  of  our  city:  the  homeless,  the 
hungry,  people  literally  freezing  to  death  in  winter  because  the  electricity 
has  been  turned  off,  people  dying  because  of  exposure  to  the  elements  having 
to  live  under  the  elevated  structure/of  the  BDR  drive,/  too  long  ago  a 

cAed  mother  threw  her  child  onto  the  Henry  Hudson  i^^rkway;  we  know  the 
child  survived  because  the  incident  cought  the  attention  of  the  press  for  a 
few  days.  Hut  later,  the  mother  was  seen  swimming  in  the  Hudson,  with  her 
wet  clothing  she  walked  toward  her  house,  walked  up  to  the  roof  and  then^^ 
jumped  to  her  death.  Dozens  Ctf  people  saw  her  go  through  these  moti  ns 
not  a single  one  sought  to  call  the  police  or  to  stop  her  or  to  deal  on  a 

׳״־  X 

personal  level  with  this  unstably,  individual . b u L we 

deal וז ר with  large  problems,  with  massive  infusions  of  aid^hile  on  our 
streets  disturbed  people  have  become  so  commorfthat  we  no  longer  react  on  a 

t ^ 


it  is  not  even  that  we  arc  callous  or  indifferent 


is.  ן And, 


pers  nal  basi 


cliulitlea  through  all  What 

i*׳  that  we  are  inii'nine  to  a personal  committment  helping 

someone  in  need.  then, Yom  Kippur  comes  along  to  tell  us:  today,  first^^^ 

I r,  I inn  ■יו you./׳:rii^s^aLd 

those  of  your  immediate  fairly  aa 

/ i t M jt  Ia  m ^ A.  U■ 


you  1/cy  4L  solve׳  tlffitobliras  of  man- 
kind.  '0<1ן  he  here  fnr.mn  tp  n ttüi  1 p tn  rmaoV 

But  we  can  draw  a second  lesson  from  pur  analysis  of  this  mornings 
Torah  reading  because  in  the  light  of  day  we  see  things  anew.  Lev.  16.  tells 
us  only  that  on  the  10th  day  of  the  ?th  month  every  person  must  have  corn- 


iv 

plete  rest,  |^re  must  the  soul  and  this  must  be  done  once  a year. 

Much  later,  when  the  Mishna  wa^  writ ten'^^^i^e  other  e3^tensions  of  the  basic 

. . 

text /yintx’oduced;  no  work  of  any  kind,  no  food,  no  drink,  no  washing,  anoint- 
ing,  no  sexual  activity,  no  shoes  and  for  this  reason  orthodox  Jews  will  wear 
sandals  or  even  sneakers  on  this  day.  What  I am  saying  is  that  over  the  course 
of  time,  the  holyday  has  evolved;  it  is  simply  no  longer  the  sacrificial  day 
of  which  we  spoke  at  tly  beginning.  As  a matter  of  fact,  after  the  Mishna 
^ranied  all  of  the  yio , still  later  it  was  ruled  that  for  health  reas- 

ona,  most  of  these  restrictions  could,  course,  be  lifted.  Consequently, 

those  who  maintain  that  Judaism  is  monolithic,  that  Halacha  is  im1’!utable, 
that  our  faith  is  and  has  remained  the  same  from  its  incepti  n is  either  a 
fanatic,  ignorant  or  both.  ^hen  you  see  these  dreadful  advertisements  by 
the  ultra-orthodox  in  the  newspapers,  such  as  the  Neturei  Karta,  you  can  be 
assured  that  these  are  unreasonable,  emoti  mal ly- stunt ed , fanatic^  md י־י^׳י ש^'- 

who  have  no  relationship  to  mainstream  Judaism,  not  even 

. j 

orthodoxy.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a unilateral  Judaism;  for  example,  the 
situation  in  Israel  bears  witness  to  thf^i  idea  of  change  right  now.  If  Yom 
Kippur  can  undergo  a transformation,  why  not  the  Israeli  religious  bloc  al- 

yr  — ^ , 

«י  vt 


^the  f ormer^p  c h ange^ t h an  the  latter. 

i*««e  the  religious  bloc  wacnts  to  dilate  a new 

\ 

aanendment  that  only  those  proselytes  whose  conversi  n was  according  to  ^ala- 
chah  would  be  recognized  as  Jews^and  would  be  eligible  for  citizenship  and  its 
rights  under  the  Law  of  Return.  This  is  a terrible  blow  at  liberal  Judaism 
throughout  the  world,  and  it  is  only  the  opening  gun  which  is  aimed  at  con- 
verts.  Once  that  aiiiendment  is  passed  and  you  <ran  legally  tainper  with  the  ^aw 
of  Return,  many  other  ramifications  can  fall  Lito  place:  we  can  not  be  elx- 
gibld  because  we  do  not  observe  Kashrut , or  ^ not  lay  Tefillin,  or  do  not 
use  the  right,  prayer  book.  Of  course,  I exag^rating  to  make  a point  but 

the  issue  is  very  real:  once  you  open  the  door  for  greater  severity  there 
is  no  saying  where  the  trend  will  end.  On  the  other  hand,  speaking  of  change 
once  again,  the  reform  movement  in  Israel  is  now  appealing  to  the  Israel 


though  it  is  sometimes  easier 

-'(tje,  --hi 

h»vQ  LIjl-  /3 1 i u a 1) 


V 


. Supreme  Court  for  the  right  to  allow  reform  rabbis  to  be  marriage  registrars״ 
IJ.iiT  are  Israeli  citizens,  have  served  in  the  amny  ^nd  have  a Semi- 
cha  by  three  rabbis.  And,  believe  it  or  not,  the  court  has  issued  an  order 
against  the  Ministry  of  Religious  Af f airs^^^aj^the  Chief  Rabbinate  to  show 
cause/ why  Israeli  Reform  rabbis  cannot  officiate  at  and  register  marriages. 
The  case  is  still  in  debate  but  the  effects  will,  of  course,  be  far  reaching. 
No  one  expects  us  to  win  the  case^ but  the  fact  that  it  is  being  heeded  at  all 
is  certainly  a step  in  the  right  direction  and  at  least  balances  the  attempt^ 
to  redefine  who  is  a Jew^  and  who  shall  become  an  I sraeli^/^^s^llate  1983^ 

o you  see,  Yom  Kippur  teaches  us  a great  deal.  From  the  specific  sacti- 
fices  of  this  morning's  reading^and  from  the  practicj(es  of  yesteryear j(y^we 
have  been  able  to  draw  some  important  conclusions,  e^jid  l^e  could  not  have  done 

X •A'־ 

so^considering  the  mood  and  tone  of  3-^ ‘-tIt  m 1 ! ! ! j ^ , This  morning,  in  the 
light  of  day,  it  all  looks  a little  different  and  so,  we  have  detii’mined 
that  we  must  look  into'  otirselves  riifTTt  before  we  settle  the  state  of  the 
uorld  and  we  have  detirmined  that  as  Yom  Kippur  has  evolved  so  Judaism  has 
changed  and  so  the  ways  of  law  and  life  will  evolve  in  Israel,  But  one  small 

s Xbci י4 ־' 

point  still  needs  to  be  emphasized  as  we  spee3k  of  ■PMיד  y׳A11/  

fehe  practice  of  sacrifice  we  have  evolved  toward  an  entirely  differ  nt  reli- 
gious  concept;  one  of  morality  and  ethics  and  ju^!ce  and  compassion,  Ve 

1 M •' 

have  emerged  from  an  age  of  raagic^and  the  most  elemental  type  of  worship^ 

יז  i’  r 

to  Religion  in  the  most  noble  sense  as  we  can  underst,r,nd  it  in  57hh»  \ Q^ite 


L- 


following  th-d'  words 


of  !lent , 


wr^ii ig^ ״^s  an  aatlldote  to  the 


a chf^nge  which  is  s^ill  in  the  process 
of  ii^Ho  pan oj-j [דר? t whose 


instructions  of  Leviticus  16;  ‘**to  loose  the  bands  of  wickei^ess,  to  undo 

' 

the  heavy  burdens,  to^the  oppressed  go  freehand  that  br  ale  every  yoke; 

to  give  bread  to  the  hungry,  tcüee  the  poor  into  jrpur  house,  when  y׳>u  see 


''‘‘‘a  ■fcBe  naleed  that  .you  cover  them  and  hide  not  yigurself  from  your  o^■m.  in  need  ,, 
then  you  ’vill  call  and  the  Lord  will  answ^,  you  will  cry  and  He  shall  s^y; 
Here  I am",  7That  is  the  levels  to  which  we  have ן ן^  agnin-- 

\JjuJ  ---J 

^Yom  Kippur  looks  different  in  the  light  of  day;  no  sacrifices,  no  sending  a 
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scapegoat  into  the  de:;ert  to  die  there  with  our  sins  upon  its  head,  no 

more  passiveness  on  our  part,  no  more  fear  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  ■when 
they  m±:5fft  enter  or  approach  the  Holy  of  Holies,  Instead,  a mystique  has 


arisen  as  to  the  mood  and  concerns  of  this  very  special  Day  of  At- One-Ment ; 
we  can  change,  we  must  ourselves  first  and  T'li  1 i tin  1 I our  faith 

is  not  immutable  but  evolving^  ^ur  observance  of  Yom  Kippur  has  reached  the 
level  of  an  ethical  f^umilLHflu 1 ג  from  which  most  of  our  attitude  radiates,  '^'he 
of  last  evening  i«,  s’tilihere  but  it  is  bathed  in  a different  light״ 


The  e can  be  no  Judaism  without  Yom  Kippur;  not  the  Day  of  Leviticus  but 

the  Bay  of  our  hearts  and  minds  and  spirits  A/  I'x^ 

To  what  purposefis  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices  unto  Me 
Saith  the  Lord  ^ 

I am  full  of  the  burnt  offeri^ings  of  rams  and  the  fat  of  fed  beasts 
And  I delight  not  in  the  blood:  of  bullocks,  Lxmbs  and  he-goats 
Who  has  required  this  at  yoiur•  hands^ 

Bring  no  more  vain  oblations 

it  is  an  offering  of  abomination  to  Me i 

I can  not  endure  iniquity  along  with  your  solemn  assembly 
They  arc  a burden  unto  Me;  I am  we.ary  to  bear  them 
Your  hands  are  full  of  blood i 


Wash  you‘,'  make  yourselves  cleaj^ 

Put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  My  eyes 
Cease  do  do  evil;  learn  to  do  well 
Seek  justice,  relieve  the  op1)ressed 

Judge  the  fatherless  and  plead  for  the  widow  ' 

Come  now  and  let  us  reason  together, 

Saith  the  Lord 

Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  bd  white  as  snow 
,,Though  they,  be  red  like  crimson  they  whall  be  white  as  wool. 
For  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it, 

׳׳ ל ־A  '5ג  b 


•Amen, 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS 

Rabbi  Alexander  M.  Schindler 


I seize  this  rostrum  first,  contrary  to  usual  practice,  to  speak  words  in  praise  of  our 
Chairman.  This  is  the  last  Biennial  to  be  led  by  Charles  J.  Rothschild  Jr.  He  has  held 
this  highest  office  for  four  full  years  now.  Indeed,  he  has  served  our  Union  and  the 
Reform  Jewish  community  for  the  better  part  of  his  adult  life.  He  was  President  of  his 
Temple,  Emeth  of  Teaneck,  N.J.  He  was  at  the  helm  of  our  New  Jersey  Council  of 
Reform  Congregations.  He  served  on  numerous  national  committees  and  commissions 
of  crucial  consequence  to  our  work.  In  a word,  he  earned  his  spurs.  And  once  he 
became  our  national  chairman,  he  grew  even  more  in  stature  to  become  an  altogether 
extraordinary  leader  of  our  movement,  winning  the  regard  of  all  who  came  to  know 
him. 

His  predecessors  in  office  set  high  standards  for  him.  He  maintained  and  advanced 
them.  Certainly  no  prior  chairman,  to  my  knowledge,  gave  more  time,  or  involved 
himself  so  deeply  in  the  minute  and  voluminous  detail  of  our  work,  as  did  Chuck.  Talk 
of  “hands-on”  leadership,  he  was  its  exemplar.  His  expectations  were  high,  his 
demands  always  exacting.  And  our  Union  is  the  stronger  because  of  it. 

Chuck,  in  behalf  of  your  large  and  grateful  constituency,  I present  you  with  this 
magnificently  illuminated  Megilah,  the  Scroll  of  Esther.  One  of  the  protagonists  of  this 
Biblical  Book,  as  you  know,  is  Mordecai  who  led  his  people  with  dignity  and  with 
devotion,  as  you  have.  May  this  gift  ever  remind  you  of  our  abiding  love  for  you  and 
for  your  gracious  Margery. 
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It  is  good  to  be  here  for  this  the  59th  General  Assembly  of  our  Union,  and,  perhaps 
even  more  important,  for  this  the  75th  Anniversary  Assembly  of  NETS.  We  salute  our 
affiliate  on  this  joyful  and  notable  occasion.  I say  “affiliate,”  but  Sisterhood  is  much 
more  than  that.  It  is  our  full  and  equal  partner,  an  essential  element  of  our  communal 
being.  As  I have  acknowledged  often  before,  many  of  our  finest  attainments  as  a 
religious  community  were  nurtured  by  Sisterhood.  We  are  what  we  are  — a vital, 
vibrant  force  in  American  Jewish  life  — because  NETS  gave  us  shape  and  strength. 

Our  congratulations,  to  you,  Dolores  and  Ellie  and  all  those  you  lead.  We  are  in  your 
lasting  debt. 

I have  but  one  regret  in  this  connection,  that  I must  make  note  that  illness  prevents 
the  presence  of  Jane  Evans  in  our  midst.  This  is  the  first  Joint  Biennial  this  First  Lady 
of  Reform  Judaism  will  have  missed  in  her  over  fifty  years  of  active,  glorious  service 
to  our  family  of  congregations.  We  wish  her  a “refuah  sh’lemah,”  a complete  and 
speedy  recovery.  I certainly  feel  the  want  of  her  and  so  do  we  all. 

I also  miss  Emil  Baar,  Past  and  Honorary  Chairman  of  our  Board,  who  went  the 
way  of  all  earth  just  a few  weeks  after  our  last  convention.  What  a leader  he  was:  soft 
spoken  yet  firm,  gentle  yet  commanding,  small  in  size  yet  a giant  of  the  spirit.  We  will 
rarely  see  his  like!  So  long  as  we  live  he  too  will  live,  for  he  remains  a part  of  us. 
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I begin  my  state  of  our  Union  address  with  the  assertion  that  we  “stand  at  a 
crossroads.”  In  doing  so,  I risk  an  encounter  with  that  nemesis  of  all  speakers,  the 
cliche.  But  in  the  case  of  our  Biennial,  the  phrase  has  multiple  uses. 

To  begin  with,  this  great  city  in  which  we  have  gathered  together  in  comfort  and 
conviviality,  thanks  to  that  army  of  resourceful  volunteers  led  by  Iris  Franco  and 
Arthur  Grant,  by  Zelda  Wise,  Richard  Rhodes  and  Alan  Bregman  - has  been  known 
as  the  crossroads  between  the  American  east  and  the  American  west  since  its  founding 
as  a trading  post  two  centuries  ago.  Chicago  is  our  largest  railhub  and  busiest  air 
center,  a port  of  entry  from  all  directions  of  the  map.  It  is  an  ethnic  crossroads  as  well, 
home  to  as  many  groups  as  inhabit  our  immigrant -enriched  United  States.  And 
historically,  Chicago  is  the  crossroads  leading  from  the  pre-nuclear  to  our  nuclear 
world  for  it  is  in  this  city  that  the  first  nuclear  chain-reaction  was  set  off  m 1942. 

Chicago  has  been  a turning  point  for  the  Union  as  well,  for  it  was  here  that  our 
camping  movement  was  born.  Olin-Sang-Ruby  spawned  eight  other  Camps  for  Living 
Judaism  throughout  the  land,  and  their  force  in  the  molding  our  children’s  Jewish 
identities  is  immeasurable.  There  isn’t  a congregation  in  this  country׳  without  a rabbi  or 
cantor  or  educator  or  lay  leader  who,  in  one  way  or  another,  has  not  been  inspired  by 
this  precious  and  glorious,  gift  a gift  that  has  been  redoubled,  now,  and  extended  into 
the  future  by  a $500,000  legacy  from  the  Foundation  of  Elsie  and  Philip  Sang,  thanks 
to  the  good  offices  of  our  honorary  Board  member,  Bernie  Sang. 

Our  gathering  occurs  at  a crossroads  in  time  as  well  as  in  space  for  we  celebrate  a 
confluence  of  several  anniversaries:  not  just  Sisterhood’s  75th,  but  also  ARZA  s 10th, 
the  Religious  Action  Center’s  25th,  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the  Constitution  with  its 
precious  Bill  of  Rights,  and  last,  but  not  in  the  least,  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  State 

of  Israel. 

Our  Torah  brings  us  this  Shabbat  to  a crossroads  we  well.  An  individual,  a not- 
young  man  named  Abram,  lives  in  a place  called  Haran,  the  name  itself  rneans 
“crossroads.”  He  has  heard  the  voice  of  God  summoning  him  to  “go  forth.”  Lech 
Lecha  M’artzecha  — leave  your  native  land  and  your  father’s  house  and  go  to  the  land 

that  I will  show  you. 

Go  forth  Leave  behind  your  comforts  and  assumptions.  Go  forth.  Not  merely  to 
defeat  your  adversaries  but  to  fulfill  a vision.  Go  forth,  though  alone,  and  trust  in  God 
— in  the  knowledge  that  the  caring  human  spirit,  the  spirit  that  thirsts  for  justice  and 
mercy,  will  always  find  strength  and  make  the  proper  choices. 

Abraham  heeds  God’s  call.  Standing  at  his  turning  point,  he  takes  the  never  travelled 
path,  and  when  he  does,  his  life  makes  all  the  difference. 

Abraham’s  choice  encumbers  his  descendants.  We  too  must  be  conscious  of  the  many 
crossroads  we  encounter  ‘long  life’s  way.  We  too  must  be  aware  of  the  rhythms  and 
stirrings  of  the  Jewish  calendar;  how  each  moment  of  pause,  of  blessing,  of  prayer,  is  a 
moment  at  the  crossroads,  between  regret  and  resolve,  between  compulsion  and  choice. 
The  Torah’s  injunction  to  “choose  life”  implies  this  never-ending  journey  from 
crossroads  to  crossroads,  for  “choosing  life”  occurs  not  only  at  junctures  of  crisis;  it 
applies  not  only  to  matters  of  war  and  peace.  It  is  our  mandate  to  make  the  right 
choices  and  to  respond  with  compassion  to  all  the  small  and  great  summonings  that 
beckon  us  at  every  waking  moment  of  our  lives. 
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Jews  and  the  Ethical  Crisis 


I want  to  talk  about  the  so-called  smaller  summonings  for  a moment,  not  the  massive 
social  and  economic  problems  of  our  world  but  rather  the  more  personal  ethical  choices 
we  are  called  upon  to  make.  Events  of  the  day  compel  me  to  do  so,  for  the  present-day 
plague  of  ethical  nihilism  has  scarcely  passed  us  by. 

Oddly  enough,  I have  never  felt  compelled  to  touch  upon  this  matter  in  the  course  of 
my  fifteen  years  as  your  President.  My  longiloquent  Biennial  messages  have  sounded 
many  themes,  but  never  this.  Yet  the  ethical  crisis  of  our  time,  the  pervasive 
breakdown  of  accepted  norms  of  conduct,  has  jarred  me  to  the  realization  that  we  need 
something  more  than  a task  force  on  litugical  music,  or  an  outreach  program  for  inter- 
married  couples,  or  even  a heightened  sense  of  Shabbat;  that  before  we  can  properly 
speak  of  “going  forth”  and  “reaching  out,”  we  had  best  undergo  a refresher  course  in 
the  alef-beit  of  Jewish  morality  and  ethics. 

People  credit  me  for  conceiving  and  crystallizing  the  idea  of  “outreach.  In  fact, 
Judaism  had  such  a program  eons  before  I came  on  the  scene.  Lech-Lecha  states  it 
quite  clearly,  as  God  reaches  out  to  Abraham,  and  bonds  him  to  the  Covenant  through 
the  ritual  of  circumcision.  “Walk  in  my  way,”  says  the  Lord,  and  be  blameless. 

That  was  Judaism’s  original  outreach  program.  It  consisted  of  exemplary  moral  conduct 
that  might  provoke  others  to  say:  If  this  is  how  they  are,  this  is  something  I covet  and 

want  to  be. 

But  how  far  from  “blameless”  have  we  become?  The  piteous  fact  is  that  the  casual 
question  that  Jews  ask  about  people  in  the  news,  “Is  he  Jewish?”  is  nowadays  asked 
more  often  with  worry  than  with  pride.  The  grievous  fact  is  that  of  late  Jews  are  being 
named  more  often  as  indicated  public  officials  and  business  men  than  as  Nobel  Prize 

winners. 

Some  may  argue  defensively  that  only  one  or  two  of  the  Jews  caught  up  in  the  recent 
notoriety  have  significant  ties  to  the  Jewish  community.  Such  an  argument  makes  a 
virtue  of  our  ineffectiveness!  Besides,  some  of  this  ethical  decay  has  contaminated  our 
very  own  community’s  bone  and  marrow. 

The  drug-and-drink,  pleasure-and-oblivion  culture  is  alive  and  well  in  many  Jewish 
homes  ...  the  epidemic  of  divorce  and  of  legally  intact  but  spiritually  failed  marriages 
afflicts  us  too  . . . the  tides  of  abuse,  of  exploitation,  of  prejudice  . . . the  quest  for 
instant  gratification  . . . the  furious  frenzy  of  greed  . . . all  these  plagues  include  as 
participants  — or  should  we  say  as  victims  — an  unseemly  number  of  Jews. 

Now,  I know  full  well  that  this  lawlessness  and  corruption  is  wide-spread  in  our  land 
and  touches  every  level  of  our  society.  Look  and  see:  not  even  the  holier-than-thou  TV 
evangelists  are  impervious  to  the  moral  malaise  of  our  age! 

Still,  we  must  ask:  What  has  happened  to  our  once  profoundly  ethical  Jewish  com- 
munity?  What  are  the  sources  of  our  degradation  and  shame?  Leonard  Fein,  whom  we 
have  been  proud  to  receive  straight  from  the  offices  of  Moment  Magazine  into  our 
Religious  Action  Center  as  Scholar-in-Residence,  posed  the  question  with  astringent 
bluntness:  “For  better  or  for  worse,”  he  said,  “we  Jews  have  through  most  our  time 
imagined  ourselves  to  be  a morally  advantaged  people  ...  our  reassurance  derived 
from  our  belief  that  if  bad  things  keep  happening  to  us,  we  must  be  good  people.’ 
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So,  asks  Reb  Fein.  “Was  there  truth  in  Jewish  self  advertising?  Or  are  we  just 
another  people  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  those  whom  power  has  corrupted.” 

I ask  our  pertinent  Committees  and  Commissions  to  make  certain  that  the  alef-beit  of 
Jewish  morality  is,  in  fact,  transmitted  effectively  in  our  programs  of  formal  and  infor- 
mal  education.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  consider  the  setting  of  standards  beyond  the 
financial  as  a requisite  for  synagogue  leaders,  so  that  they  can  serve  as  exemplars. 
Certainly  this  matter  of  Personal  and  Business  Ethics  ought  to  be  higher  on  our  collec- 
tive  agenda.  The  consideration  of  social  issues  alone,  or  even  Jewish  communal  pro- 
blems,  does  not  suffice  to  heed  Lech-Lecha’s  demand  that  we  “go  forth.” 

We  must  find  a way  to  recover  the  Jewish  sense  of  noblesse  oblige.  We  must  return 
to  the  prototype  of  our  outreach  effort  that  bade  us  win  adherents  not  by  precept,  but 
by  example.  And  we  must  recapture  that  ethical  self-esteem  that  led  to  Rabbi  Stephen 
Wise’s  proud  reply  to  an  American  lady  who  tried  to  impress  him  with  the  information 
that  one  of  her  ancestors  had  witnessed  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Wise  held  his  leonine  head  high  and  majestically  rejoined:  “My  ancestors,  madam, 
were  present  at  the  giving  of  the  Ten  Commandments.” 


Our  Religious  Action  Center  at  Twenty-Five 

There  is  one  institution  that  most  assuredly  does  continue  to  remind  us  of  our  ethical 
ancestry  and  of  those  values  that  the  world  would  make  us  forget.  I am  speaking  of 
course,  of  our  Religious  Action  Center  in  Washington.  It  was  launched  25  years  ago 
thanks  to  the  compelling  moral  vision  of  Maurice  N.  Eisendrath,  and  the  eager 
generosity  of  the  incomparable  Kivie  Kaplan.  It  was  fired  and  forged  into  an  institution 
by  our  prophetic  and  courageous  A1  Vorspan,  who  will  be  deservedly  honored  with  the 
MNE  Bearer  of  Light  Award  at  this  convention.  It  has  been  refined,  strengthened  and 
assured  a future  by  a series  of  capable  Center  Directors,  now  culminating  in  the  noetic 
and  effervescent  leadership  of  David  Saperstein.  And  the  Center  has  been  renewed 
again  and  again  by  the  creative  energies  of  lay  leaders,  presently  Harris  Gilbert,  and 
the  volunteers,  the  trainees,  and  the  interns  — and  many  people  throughout  our  far 
flung  constituency  for  whom  the  Religious  Action  Center  represents  the  very 
incarnation  of  Judaism-in-action. 

The  achievements  of  the  Center  have  been  towering  and  interpenetrating.  It  has 
amplified  our  voices  in  the  highest  councils  of  government.  It  is  respected  in 
Washington  for  its  combination  of  idealism  and  effectiveness,  for  being  solidly  in  tune 
with  its  grassroot,  deeply  committed  to  coalitional  activism,  and  loyal  to  an  ethical 
framework  of  uncompromising  integrity. 

The  Center  and  its  work  has  also  served  to  restore  to  the  Jewish  fold  numerous 
idealists,  young  and  old,  whose  prophetic  yearnings  had  no  Jewish  expression,  who 
knew  only  the  language  of  universalist  activism.  The  Center  has  thus  become  a leading, 
if  unsung,  component  of  Reform  Jewish  Outreach.  It  is  a major  source  of  our 
numerical  growth,  even  as  its  attainments  give  substance  to  our  reason  for  being. 
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For  you  see,  religious  action  lends  a completeness,  a wholeness  to  our  total  enterprise. 
Without  it,  we  would  be  but  a truncated  faith. 

It  helps  us  skirt  a current  self-contradiction,  for  we  live  in  a time  when  the  revival  o 
religion  has,  pardoxically,  led  to  a narrowing  of  ethical  consciousness.  Rehgious 
moralists  peek  into  our  bedroom  windows  without  paying  attention  to  the  homeless  who 
are  huddled  at  their  feet.  Religious  censors  drive  Anne  Frank  and  L.  Doctorow  fro 
library  bookshelves,  but  fail  to  address  the  problems  ot  illiteracy  and  the  failure  ot 
public  education  in  our  country.  Religious  zealots  decry  abortion  as  genoci^de  and 
equal  rights  for  women  as  “anti-family,”  yet  they  oppose  the  reassigning  of  monies 
from  the  bloated  military  budget  to  meet  the  needs  of  desperate  American  families. 

A like  religious  myopia  afflicts  Jewish  fundamentalism.  True  enough.  Orthodoxy  at- 
firms  all  the  613  mitzvot  and  they  include  both  ethical  and  ritual  commandments.  Bu 
the  former,  being  common  to  all  men,  are  seen  as  more  universal,  more  assimilating, 
somehow  not  sufficently  “Jewish”  - and  so  the  punctilios  observance  of  rituals  rather 
than  ethical  behavior  becomes  the  touchstone  of  piety.  Rarely  if  ever,  for  instance,  d . 
Israel’s  Orthodox  Rabbinic  establishment  speak  out  on  the  economic  and  social  ills  at- 
flicting  their  society.  They  deem  it  more  important  to  warn  that  the ״ ״tzv«  of  hearken- 
ing  to  the  sound  of  the  shofar  is  not  observed  when  a tekiah  is  heard  in  a Reform  or 

Conservative  synagogue. 

Amid  all  this  compulsive  narrowing  of  religious  concerns,  our  Religious  Action 
Center  is  a solid  wedge  holding  open  the  door  of  the  Jewish  conscience.  It  is  an 
amplifier  through  which  the  voices  of  the  prophets  still  echo,  drowning  out  the 
ritualistic  obsessions  of  the  priests.  In  this  sense,  it  is  a single  issue  institution.  Its 
single  issue  is  righteousness  for  all  peoples.  ״ • , 

Let  us  make  certain  that  its  influence  is  deepened,  by  probing  ever  more  effective  y 
the  Jewish  rootage  of  our  social  activism,  and  by  continuing  to  extend  its  scope  to 
encompass  not  only  Reform  but  all  the  other  branches  of  Judaism. 


Of  Popes  and  Coalitions 

One  of  the  pivotal,  urgent  tasks  of  our  Social  Action  Commission  is  to  keep  the  door  to 
coali״״״  wiL  op״־.  My  recent  journey  to  Rome,  Ca־״l  Gondolfo,  and  subsequently 
Miami,  was  in  the  service  of  this  purpose. 

Many  of  you  received  my  detailed  report  of  the  mission  and  so  1 need  ״ot jetell  U all 
״״w.Tuffice  is  to  say  that  it  was,  in  my  judgment,  a success.  The  dialogue  between 
Catholics  and  Jews  was  restored.  Indeed,  it  was  substantially  advanced. 

Not  everyone  was  happy  with  the  results  of  course.  There  were  even  some  critics 
among  Catholics.  Thus  one  Conservative  Italian  Catholic  publication  blazoned  tor 
with  the  headline;  “The  Pope  Surrenders  to  the  Jews!” 

As  for  the  Jewish  critics,  it  would  appear  that  they  expected  nothing  less  than  a 
formal  apology  for  the  Waldheim  debacle  and  the  promise  of  full  diplomatic  relations 

with  Israel. 
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Such  expectations  were  and  are  politically  naive.  It  was  remarkable  enough  J^hat  the 
Vatican  responded  to  our  demand  for  a meeting  prior  to  Miami  and  of  such  a frank  and 
open  nature.  And  why  should  the  Vatican  herald  its  decision  to  restore  relabons  with 
Israel  to  a delegation  of  American  Jews?  That  is  more  properly  proffered  directly  to 
Israel’s  political  leadership,  is  it  not?  . . 

These  expectations  are  also  politically  short-sighted.  They  blithely  ignore  the  fact  that 
there  are  51  million  Catholics  in  America  who  would  have  been  deeply  off^ded  had 
we  boycotted  the  Miami  meetings,  — and  justly  so,  because  the  American  Catholic 
hierarchy,  and  lay  leadership  for  that  matter,  was  vigorous  in  representing  our  plaints 

to  the  Vatican.  ^ . 1• 1 • ז, 

Not  only  principle,  but  self  interest  too  dictates  that  we  preserve  the  Catholic-Jewish 
dialogue.  Too  much  progress  has  been  made  in  this  sphere  over  the  years  rnore  pro- 
gress^in  two  decades  than  in  the  preceding  two  millenia.  It  would  be  folly  to  allow  one 
incident,  however  reprehensible  and  painful,  to  retard  if  not  to  end  such  a fruitful 

exchange. 


Soviet  Jewry  and  Nuclear  Madness 

The  spirit  of  reconciliation  to  which  we  are  pledged,  appears  to  be  radiating  in  wider 
circles.  It  does  seem  that  we  are  witnessing  a sudden,  rare  outbreak  of  sanity  in  t 
world  — as  if  humanity  has  peered  at  one  too  many  disasters  — and  is  now  recoiling 

and  reconsidering  its  fate.  j • • . r 

The  suffering  countries  of  Central  America  are  engaged  in  an  unprecedented  joint  et- 
fort  to  compromise  among  themselves  for  peace.  The  governments  «f  Eastern  and 
Western  Europe  are  quietly,  steadily  improving  relations.  The 

beginning  to  absorb  the  fact  that  the  Third  World  simply  cannot  pay  off  its  crushing 
debt  burden  and  ways  are  proposed  to  relieve  it. 

And  further  to  mark  this  interlude,  we  now  have  the  promise  of  a nuclear  arnris  trea- 
ty  that  will  significantly  ease  the  strangling  tension  with  which  the  superpowers  ha 
engaged  in  their  dance  of  death.  It  is  a promise  that  was  deferred  somewhat  by  last 
week's  Schultz-Gorbachev  encounter,  but  the  basic  elements  of  the  agreement, 
negotiated  in  Geneva,  are  still  in  place  and  can  be  signed  even  without  a summit. 

Of  course,  we  applaud  this  and  all  other  efforts  to  slow  the  doomsday  clock,  to  erase 
from  our  sight  that  obscenity  we  call  the  arms  race.  But  let  us  not 
adorn  such  minimal  efforts  with  the  word  Shalom,  peace  An  outburst  of  lucidity  does 
not  cure  a diseased  mind  — it  only  holds  out  the  hope  that  there  is  a cure. 

For  the  greatest  madness  is  that  which  forgets  itself,  that  which  treats  this  new 
harvest  of  weaponry  as  it  would  treat  all  others. 

The  greatest  madness  is  that  which  believes  in  the  possibility  of  “nuclear  super- 
iority”^as  if  such  a superiority  will  somehow  redeem  either  of  our  shattered  civiliza- 
S foUowmg  a nuclear  exchaV•  ״r  spare  the  earth's  eco  systenrs  from  the  parsons 

of  apolitical  radiation. 
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Arthur  Wask״״,  the  Jewish  peace  activist,  ts  quite  right  when  he  caUs  “■-;;י 
U Port־, hie  Auschwitz.”  Nuclear  warfare  is  not  warfare.  It  is  the  ^ne 

time  of  Abraham,  a religion  of  advance.  , . • .u  t 

״ude:rdrr:re^r:^t:rpt:^ 

movement  to  take  its  stance  on  this  fundamental  dilemma  of  our 

next  Biennial  will  be  B’nai  Mitzva.  We  can  offer  them  no  more  precious  gi  . 

♦ * * 

A brief  comment  now  about  the  Gorbachev  phenomenon,  and  his  P°'^“ 
td  ZresZika  As  I told  our  Board  after  I returned  from  Moscow  last  May  the  e 
newer  political  doctrines  of  “openness”  and  “economic  reconstruction  have  had 
limited  and  sometimes  contradictory  effect  on  Soviet  Jews. 

Virtually  all  prisoners  of  Zion  have  been  released.  Indeed  one  of  these  heroes,  Na 
Sharansky^  will^be  addressing  our  closing  session  on  Monday  night.  Many  othe 
e"'h::־  been  given  /ermisston  to  '־ave  and  hopefully  the  gate^  o e^ 
will  onen  even  wider  On  the  other  hand,  anti-Semitism  m the  USSR  has  increasea  con 
sidLably  as  reactionary  forces  are  flooding  the  newly  opened  communication  channe 

'^'^L?ond*thele  contradictions,  however,  the  most  significant  issue  of  Soviet  Jewish  hfe 
is  the  one  we  speak  of  least;  and  that  is  the  severe  restaints  upon  Jewish  identity,  a 
the  sharp  pressures  of  assimilation  that  are  placed  upon  the  vast  majority 
will  oJto  regain  in  the  Soviet  Union  no  matter  how  liberal  emigration  policies  ni^ght 
becom^e  Jewish  education  is  obtainable  in  the  Soviet  Union  only  at  great  risk.  Iosif 
BeZ  freeT^Lt  has  again  been  denied  the  right  to  teach  Hebrew,  the  very 

“cfime”  for  which  he  was  imprisoned.  Religious  and  cultural  resources  are  next  to  ni  . 

Yes  there  have  been  recent  concessions  to  Judaism  and  Jews  - a few  1 abb  is 
trained  m Hungary,  one  kosher  take-out  restaurant,  the  publication  oI  a Ynlfish  d c- 
tionary  and,  mirabile  dictu,  only  a few  weeks  ago,  the  opening  of  a modest  Jewish 
library  for  non-refuseniks  in  a Moscow  apartment.  But  such  glacial  progress  will 
sZcely  assure  The  survival  of  Jewish  consciousness  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Intermarriage, 
assimilLion  all  of  the  erosive  forces  with  which  we  contend  here  m North  America 
are  eating  away  at  the  vestiges  of  Jewish  culture  and  Judaism  in  the  Soviet  Union^  Add 
to  these  ingredients  the  ugly  commonplace  of  anti-Semitism,  and  you  have  what  c 
only  be  called  a forced  assimilation. 
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I profoundly  believe  that  a liberal  version  of  Judaism  could  improve  the  prospects  of 
Jewish  survival  in  the  USSR,  even  as  Reform  has  played  a preserving  role  on  these 
shores,  and  throughout  the  world. 

I tested  these  waters  on  my  recent  visit,  as  did  Bella  and  Dick  Hirsch,  who  travelled 
through  Russia  even  while  I was  there.  I concluded  that  while  it  would  be  virtually 
impossible  to  encourage  the  formation  of  a national  movement  of  Reform  Judaism  in  a 
society  that  bars  national  religious  organizations,  there  is  still  a great  deal  we  can  do  to 
encourage  the  development  of  a network  of  activist  Jewish  families  in  the  liberal 
tradition.  Such  a network  could  use  our  educational  and  liturgical  materials.  Such  a 
network  could  in  turn  “spread  the  word”  along  remarkably  subtle  and  effective 
communication  channels  that  seem  almost  telepathic  in  the  face  of  Soviet  repression. 

On  a grassroots  level.  Reform  Jews  have  done  much  for  the  cause  of  Soviet  Jewry. 
On  a national  level,  alas,  the  burden  has  been  borne  essentially  by  one  gallant  lady, 
Betty  Golomb.  We  require  a vastly  expanded  effort  in  this  realm.  Hence,  I call  for  the 
formation  of  a special  movement-wide  Task  Force  that  would  address  every  aspect  of 
the  Soviet  Jewish  situation.  It  would  press  for  emigration  and  for  the  religious  rights  of 
Soviet  Jews.  It  would  prepare  the  translation  of  liberal  Jewish  educational  and  liturgical 
texts  into  Russian.  And  it  would  establish  and  provide  services  to  a network  of  liberal 
Jews  in  the  USSR.  The  time  has  come  for  our  Reform  movement  to  play  a role  of 
husbandry  beyond  mere  protest  — to  tend  to  the  fragile  shoots  of  a Jewish 
consciousness  that  are  seeking  desperately  to  survive  in  a harsh  and  often  cruel 
environment. 


Reform  Judaism  in  Israel 

Even  as  we  have  an  opportunity  so  scatter  seedlings  of  Reform  on  a new  continent,  so 
are  we  obligated  to  nurse  and  prune  the  sturdier  plants  of  Reform  Judaism  in  Israel. 

Exciting  and  encouraging  developments  have  taken  place  since  last  we  gathered  in 
convention. 

• Our  sister  organization,  the  Hebrew  Union  College  — Jewish  Institute  of  Religion 
and  the  World  Union  for  Progressive  Judaism,  have  substantially  completed  their 
educational  center  in  Jerusalem,  and  it  is  altogether  beautiful. 

• Our  indigineous  Israeli  lay  and  rabbinic  leadership  is  gaining  in  strength  and 
independence  — an  essential  foundation  that  must  be  built  upon  if  Reform  in  Israel 
is  to  be  something  more  than  a shtible  for  Olim  from  Western  countries. 

• The  seeds  of  an  Israeli  counterpart  of  our  Religious  Action  Center  have  been 
planted.  As  it  blossoms,  it  will  become  a leading  presence  in  efforts  to  preserve 
and  expand  civil  liberties,  women’s  rights,  pluralism  and  democracy  in  Eretz 
Israel. 

• And  ARZA  celebrated  its  10th  Anniversary  by  securing  substantial  Jewish  Agency 
grants  for  our  Israel  Progressive  movement,  even  as,  together  with  KADIMA,  its 
Canadian  counterpart,  it  led  us  to  a smashing  victory  in  the  WZO  elections. 

Our  heartfelt  congratulations  to  Eric  Yoffie  and  Chuck  Kroloff  and  to  the  many  men 
and  women  whose  earnest  efforts  made  all  this  be. 
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But  there  is  one  sobering  aspect  of  our  Reform  presence  in  Israel  that  demands 
immediate  attention.  Our  three  Reform  settlements,  Har  Halutz,  Yahel,  and  Lotan,  in 
whose  founding  and  development  the  Union  played  a pivotal  role  are  struggling  to 
survive,  thrive,  and  grow.  Recent  heavy  budget  cuts  made  by  the  Israeli  government  to 
set  its  economy  right  have,  among  a tangle  of  other  factors,  produced  an  agricultural 
crisis  in  Israel.  Many  moshavim  have  actually  been  abandoned.  Older  kibbutzim  are 
drowning  in  debt.  We  cannot  permit  these  storms  of  misfortune  to  swamp  our  pioneers. 

They  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  congregations,  our  children  who,  like 
Abraham  decided  to  “go  forth.’’  They  chose  Israel  as  the  land  in  which  to  live  their 
Jewish  lives  and  carry  on  our  work.  They  could  have  chosen  the  comfrots  of  Tel-Aviv 
or  the  beauty  of  Jerusalem.  Yet  they  settled  instead  in  the  sparsely  populated  desert  of 
the  Arava  and  on  a barren  hill-top  among  the  slim  Jewish  majority  of  the  Galilee  — 
choices  that  patriotically  serve  Israel  s true  settlement  priorities. 

But  now  our  pioneers  need  help.  They  need  recruits.  They  need  homes,  houses  to 
replace  trailers,  to  lend  a sense  of  permanence.  They  need  industries  to  supplement 
farming,  to  provide  job  opportunities,  to  knit  together  the  community  in  economic 
enterprise.  They  need  our  professional  guidance  and  solidarity. 

I therefore  call  today  for  the  formation  of  a movement-wise  Committee  on  Rural 
Settlement  to  be  led  by  ARZA  that  will  mobilize  attention  and  assistance  for  our 
pioneers.  Our  settlers  are  the  cornerstone  of  Reform  Judaism’s  healing  presence  in 
Israel  They  are  the  hands  with  which  our  dreams  are  built.  If  you  believe  as  I do  that 
Reform  Judaism  has  a profound  contribution  to  make  to  the  Jewish  State  - renewing 
idealism  in  a land  hardened  by  danger,  restoring  a humane  religious  voice  to  a land 
made  deaf  by  the  shrill  sounds  of  religious  fanaticism  — then  let  us  all  join  together  m 
liberating  the  energies  of  our  settlers  who  are  the  forerunners,  the  messengers  of 
Reform  Judaism  in  Israel. 


Israel  at  40  and  the  Quest  for  Peace 

The  struggles  or  our  pioneers  should  also  serve  to  renew  our  regard  for  Israel,  now  as 
it  prepares  to  mark  its  40th  anniversary. 

We  marvel  at  the  wonders  of  that  amazing  land;  the  prodigious  achievements  of 
construction,  agriculture,  and  industry,  the  miraculous  regeneration  and  relocation  of 
our  people  from  all  around  the  world:  the  creation  of  a democratic  oasis  m a harsh 
landscape  of  dictatorships  and  fundamentalism;  the  weaving  of  a whole  Jewish  tapestry 
from  countless  threads  of  language  and  culture;  all  of  this  m the  face  of  continuing 
warfare  and  external  threat,  all  of  this  in  a political  wilderness,  - and  all  of  this  at  a 

dizzying  pace.  • w , 

This  appreciation  should  inform  all  evaluation  of  the  Jewish  state  during  this^ 
anniversary  year.  True,  our  retrospective  does  not  yield  an  undiluted  joy.  Much  has 
happened  that  is  sobering;  ethnic  and  religious  tensions  have  dangerously  heightened; 
there  has  been  a devaluation  of  values  among  Israelis,  more  materialistic,  more  like  the 
values  of  the  rest  of  the  world;  and  the  reality  of  conquest  has  functioned  like  a chronic 
disease  draining  vital  resources  - most  especially  the  precious  resource  of  morale. 


9 


Yet  we  will  allow  none  of  these  shortcomings  to  alienate  us  from  Israel.  Alter  all. 
we  are  not  Israel’s  encomiasts,  but  her  family  and  family  devotion  involves  reproof  and 
not  just  approbation.  None  of  the  warts  and  bruises  upon  the  face  that  we  once 
idealized  as  being  without  fault,  will  cause  us  to  turn  away.  Indeed,  we  were  wrong  to 
make  an  idol  of  the  state.  Our  expectations  were  unrealistic.  We  hoped  for  the 
fulfillment  of  our  ideal  vision,  we  harbored  the  dream  that  a Jewish  state  though  living 
in  a world  whose  calculus  is  force  would  nonetheless  be  able  to  measure  its  every 
action  by  the  touchstone  of  an  absolute  justice.  Israel  did  not  grasp  that  reach,  but  m 
countless  other  ways  it  has  exceeded  our  longings. 


־1= * ־1־ ■ 


The  kinship  solidarity  of  which  I spoke  should  not  mean  silence  at  the  dinner  table 
particularly  not  when  a most  crucial  argument  is  raging  within  our  family,  like  the  one 
that  is  raging  now.  The  argument,  is  between  those  who  hold  the  status  quo  of 
occupation  to  be  the  wiser  course,  who  believe  that  time  is  on  Israel’s  side,  and  those 
who  would  actively  puruse  the  quest  for  some  appropriate  international  modality  that 
would  enable  direct  negotiations  to  begin  as  soon  as  possible. 

I thought  long  and  hard  before  I decided  to  place  so  contentious  an  issue  before  you. 
Essentially  two  questions  confronted  me;  First,  do  we  have  a right  to  participate  m t is 
debate  at  all?  And  second,  if  we  do,  what  should  our  counsel  be? 

Obviously,  I answered  the  first  question  in  the  affirmative,  else  I would  already  have 
moved  on  to  a different  theme.  I believe  unswervingly  that  we  owe  Israel  the  truth  as 
we  see  it.  We  do  not  serve  her  cause  when  we  censor  or  sanitize  or  stifle  our  views 
or  submit  to  the  attempts  of  others  to  censor  them.  Israel  is  the  possession,  the  treasure 
and  the  burden  of  all  the  Jewish  people.  And  that  gives  us  both  the  right  and  the 

responsibility  to  speak  up.  u v 

Golda  Meir  had  a refreshing  way  of  putting  it.  In  an  interview  soon  after  the  Yom 
Kippur  war  she  said  the  following;  “We  want  to  hear  nice  things  about  ourselves  but 
we  must  also  hear  the  truth.  The  Arabs,  the  United  Nations,  the  anti-Semites  - their 
criticism  we  ignore.  But  American  Jews  are  ‘mishpacha,’  they  are  our  family,  and  from 
them  we  expect  not  only  praise,  but  criticism  as  well.  They  should  not  only  support  us, 
that  is  understood;  it  is  equally  important  that  they  help  us  see  what  is  wrong  and  how 
it  can  be  corrected.’’  Thus,  Golda  over  twenty  years  ago.  And  thus  also  every  Prime 
Minister  of  Israel  since  her  time. 

Moreover,  our  fate  and  Israel’s  are  inextricably  intertwined.  What  happens  there 
affects  us  all  — for  better  or  for  worse.  I manifestly  agree  that  in  matters  touching  on 
state  security,  the  final  decision  must  rest  with  Israel  whose  people  live  under  the  gun. 

V But  I also  believe  that  it  is  our  obligation  to  make  ourselves  clear  about  the  great 
issues,  all  fundamental  matters  that  have  their  impact  on  Israel’s  future  and  hence  on 

our  future  too. 

On  the  question  of  substance,  I believe  that  the  quest  for  an  international  umbrella  as 
defined  and  limited  by  the  Peres-Hussein  agreements,  courts  a 
stagnation.  Under  these  written  agreements  the  radical  PLO  is  excluded  from  the 
Jordanian  delegation.  All  prospective  conveners  must  first  agree  to  recognize  Israe  . 
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They  barredTom  ^^״1״־^" 

— Ä 7 ־-  " r:r  :o״d״,o״a  A״  .seae,  need  d״, 

character,  or  even  Russia  s ‘״®׳ ן ״ן״  , ^ single  agreement  reached  between 

American  supporters.  After  all,  ^^ere  nfediaüon,  from  Rhodes  on 

Israel  and  any  of  her  concerns  of  the  “demurrers”  are  rooted 

through  Sinai  and  up  to  . ־ to  contemplate  any  territorial  compromise, 

r ?hÄ  ״ ■ ■ ■ 

(The  New  Republic)  There  s the  rub^  modality  to  provide  Hussein  with  his  cover 
Note  that  1 am  not  endorsing  a sp  c . forthwith.  In  any  event,  the 

_ merely  that  some  international  cover  exposes  Israel  to 

prolongation  of  the  status  quo ״ ״,brella  for  direct  negotiations.  The 

infinitely  greater  risk  than  ^ conflict  It  corrodes  the  Jewish  and  democratic 

r^rofTh:  s׳:t:;ti:1s^^ 

center  and  threatening  to  shatter  its  being. 

How  so?  , . j-naioritY  in  Israel  making  Israel  if 

Because  sooner  or  later  this  ״>"  Lebanon  of  old,  with  the  balance 

not  an  Arab  then  at  best  a bi-national  st^e  tries  to  extricate 

of  power  shifting  precariously  ^ ^,abs  or  driving  them  out,  Israel’s 

ItseB  from  this  dilemma  by ״*' ־  ®,ed,  and  the  Zionist  dream  betrayed, 

Jewish  and  democratic  natu  , , . ״nstpr  hard  to  restrain,  impossible  to 

The  status  quo  is  indeed  a ^ ^e’nom  in  Israel’s  blooodstream  could  be 

Äe״^  ;;Ä  " '״ 

fod^y.^Ä  a”tbing  we  would  ״ ,^Lt  and  the  responsibility  1 

ask  this  Assembly  to  reject  the  ^^11  on  Israel  s jj 

disasterous  to  Israel  s essent  avenues  to  peace  — including  international 

government  relentlessly  to  all  a negoUations  that  all  Israelis  desire, 

participation  - that  will  permit  those  direct  negot 

Opportunities  for  peace  are  no  less  sudden  th 

dhrc^  -  ־“״ ' ״ ■ • ׳ - ״' ״ 

security. 
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Challenges  Confronting  the  Synagogue 


Once  again,  you  have  heard  me  calling  for  the  expansion  of  the  range  of  Reform 
Jewish  activities,  a sure  sign  of  our  movement’s  health.  It  is  burgeoning;  the  number  of 
our  congregations  is  steadily  growing,  and  so  are  our  cumulative  membership  roles. 
Sociologists,  moreover  assure  us,  that  the  younger  generation  of  American  Jews 
overwhelmingly  identify  themselves  as  Reform.  We  have  become  the  guarantors  of  the 
American  Jewish  future. 

We  must  therefore  be  responsible  enough  to  guarantee  our  own  future.  In  fact,  when 
we  subject  ourselves  to  a careful  checkup,  there  are  symptoms  of  strain  and  stress  that 
require  attention. 

The  first  of  these  is  in  the  financial  realm,  so  we  are  informed  by  our  congregational 
presidents,  our  regional  directors,  and  by  the  long-range  planning  study  prepared  under 
the  energetic  guidance  of  Lenny  Thai  and  our  Chairman-nominee,  Allan  Goldman. 
Congregational  budgets  are  hard-pressed,  and  new  funds  are  difficult  to  come  by. 
Sometimes,  poor  fiscal  planning  is  the  cause,  but  more  fundamentally,  our  synagogues 
seem  unable  to  obtain  their  fair  share  of  the  community’s  resources.  Our  claim  for  such 
a greater  share  is  compelling,  and  we  should  not  be  ashamed  to  assert  it. 

After  all,  who  is  responsible  for  our  children  to  be  Jews?  The  synagogue  — our 
financially  pressed,  overburdened,  and  short  staffed  synagogues!  Who  will  assure  that 
there  will  be  a Jewishly  committed  generation  two  decades  hence?  Who  will  provide  the 
teachers  and  the  rabbis  and  the  scholars  for  that  generation?  Who  will  assure  those 
other  communal  and  national  Jewish  organizations  a reservoir  of  Jews  on  which  they 
will  be  able  to  draw  for  their  membership  a score  years  hence?  Who  will  provide  the 
State  of  Israel  with  a continuing  corps  of  understanding  Jews?  The  answer  in  every 
case,  of  course  is  the  synagogue  — the  synagogues  and  those  camps  and  seminaries  and 
multitudinous  educational  and  outreach  endeavors  that  they  sustain. 

I call  on  our  Howard  and  Ida  Wilkoff  Department  of  Synagogue  Management  to  Join 
with  our  congregational  and  regional  leadership  in  the  hope  that  together  we  might  be 
able  to  resolve  this  vexing  problem  of  synagogue  finances.  The  goal  here  must  be  to 
increase  revenues  and  not  to  curtail  programs.  In  fact,  to  reduce  the  scope  of 
synagogue  activities  would  be  an  incredibly  short-sighted  and  unambitious  response  to 
our  money  troubles.  We  would  be  like  lumbermen  who  fell  a whole  forest  and  neglect 
to  plant  new  seedlings. 

While  on  this  subject,  many  of  you  are  already  aware  that  Myron  Schoen,  the 
founding  member  of  the  Management  Commission,  will  retire  after  thiry  years  of  loyal 
and  groundbreaking  service.  He  has  been  a remarkably  innovative  leader  who  actually 
created  a profession  ex  nihilo.  There  was  no  Department  of  Synagogue  Administration 
as  an  independant  entity  when  he  came  to  us,  nor  was  there  a professional  organization 
before  he  helped  to  create  NATA.  We  owe  him  immeasureable  thanks  for  his  superb 
work,  and  we  wish  him  and  his  lovely  Charlotte  a pleasant  and  creative  retirement. 


12 


A shortfall  of  money  is  but  one  factor  imperiling  our  synagogues.  Many  of  our 
congregations  are  also  without  rabbis  and  our  movement  is  hard-pressed  to  relieve  this 
crucial  weakness.  Young  people  seem  not  to  be  choosing  the  rabbinate  for  a profession. 
Indeed,  I thank  God  for  the  day  when  we  responded  to  the  fervor  of  Jewish  women  and 
began  to  ordain  them  as  rabbis,  for  without  their  fresh  energy  and  enthusiasm  we 
would  be  in  even  more  desperate  straits. 

The  problem  we  face  is  complex.  While  rabbinic  salaries  are  not  low,  the  scale  is  a 
pyramid  and  upward  mobility  is  restricted.  Other  professions  are  more  renumerative. 
They  also  seem  to  earn  more  respect,  both  in  the  world  of  secular  power  and  within  the 
Jewish  community. 

The  era  of  towering  rabbinic  leadership  has  passed.  Now  many  rabbis  move  from 
community  to  community  every  few  years,  much  like  nomads,  or  at  least  like  adjunct 
professors,  fretting  over  job  security,  and  finding  themselves  torn  by  conflicting 
elements  within  their  congregations. 

Obviously  my  words  do  not  apply  to  all  synagogues.  The  fault  for  the  decline  of 
interest  in  the  rabbinic  profession  does  not  rest  on  one  side  alone.  Many  young  rabbis 
are  ill-prepared  and  ill-fitted  for  the^majids^jof  their  position,  yet  their  congregants  are 
־tnfmitelypatient  and  gentle. 

But  clearly  a crisis  obtains.  Nearly  a hundred  rabbinic  positions  need  to  be  filled. 
Therefore  the  UAHC  is  prepared  to  join  our  Conference  and  College-Institute  as  full 
fledged  partners  in  a great  effort  of  rabbinic  recruitment. 

We  might  also  explore  the  possibility  of  developing  a program  for  the  training  of 
para-rabbinics.  Our  creative  Conservative  colleague,  Harold  Schulweis,  spoke  to  us  of 
this  matter  in  Toronto,  now  nearly  eight  years  ago,  and  in  his  own  congregation  he  has 
been  able  to  train  a cadre  of  twenty  men  and  women,  who  study  under  Harold  s 
guidance  for  two  full  years  and  then  commit  themselves  to  no  lgssJt1mThreej^ears_^^ 
service  to  their  congregation. 

They  serve  in  countless  ways  to  help  with  rabbinic  duties  where  their  rabbi  is  unable 
to  do  so.  They  provide  expertise  and  peer  support,  teach  classes,  prepare  holiday 
resources.  And  they  lead  worship  and  preach  and  give  Torah  commentaries  reflecting 
their  rabbi’s  depth  and  adding  their  own. 

This  is  not  just  a way  temporarily  to  fill  vacant  rabbinic  places  and  weather  a crisis. 
This  is  Adult  education  at  its  finest,  combining  as  it  does  both  learning  and  teaching. 

I call  on  our  Commission  on  Jewish  Education  together  with  an  appropriate 
committee  of  the  CCAR  to  study  and  implement  such  a program  nationally,  and 
because  I deem  it  so  vital  to  our  future,  I ask  Dan  Syme,  to  coordinate  this  effort, 
adding  it  to  the  many  other  weighty  matters  he  discharges  so  faithfully  for  our 
movement. 

It  is  said  that  nine  rabbis  cannot  make  a minyan,  but  ten  cobblers,  yes.  It  is  time  for 
us  to  empower  our  “cobblers”  with  the  knowledge  of  how  to  form  and  lead  their 
minyanim  and  render  them  into  circles  of  spiritual  vigor. 
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Reaching  Out  and  Reaching  Up 

To  your  relief  and  with  thanks  for  your  infinite  patience,  I come  to  the  final  matter  I 
wish  to  raise  with  you  this  day.  It  is  really  the  heart  of  the  matter,  from  which  all  of 
our  concerns  and  pre-occupations  flow.  I speak  of  the  need  to  pursue  the  holy,  for  its 
quest  defines  our  essential  task  as  Jews. 

Our  numeric  burgeoning  can  excite  our  hopes  and  ambitions,  but  our  efforts  will 
sink  into  nothingness  unless  we  perceive  and  embrace  Judaism  as  a serious  religious 
enterprise  ...  a manner  of  living  ...  an  approach  to  the  world  that  makes  demands 
upon  its  adherents.  We  must  add  meaning  to  label  and  substance  to  form;  we  must 
recapture  the  sense  of  totality  in  Judaism,  the  life  built  upon  the  performance  of 
mitzvot,  without  surrendering  the  modern  notion  of  personal  autonomy  that  we  have 
made  our  hallmark.  That  word  mitzva  must  become  habitual  in  our  lives,  no  longer 
used  only  to  describe  a minor  benefaction  or  our  child’s  13th  birthday.  For  as  Leo 
Baeck  taught:  “Our  deeds  open  up  the  gates  through  which  the  floods  of  the  Divine 
enter  human  life.’’ 

Many  among  us  have  already  experienced  a wondrous  deepening  of  personal 
religious  commitment.  We  thank  them,  for  their  example  impels  our  own  gravitation 
toward  a fuller  Jewish  life.  Let  us  now,  at  this  crossroads,  make  a movement-wide 
commitment;  to  “go  forth’’  from  our  isolation,  across  the  moats  of  weariness  and 
scepticism,  in  order  to  journey  into  one  another’s  lives. 

This  has  been  my  wish,  my  heartfelt  yearning  to  use  my  time  at  this  podium  and 
during  these  days  of  our  Assembly  to  develop  a feeling  of  at-oneness  among  us,  — 
what  Martin  Buber  called  a sense  of  “genuine  We-ness,’’  a sense  that  would  restore  to 
us  the  “meaning  of  every  word  ...  the  intention  of  the  human  glance.”  This  weekend 
we  can  feel  that  community:  by  sitting  not  only  like  this,  in  rows  facing  front,  but  in 
circles  facing  one  another;  by  praying  not  only  toward  the  east,  towards  Jerusalem  but 
towards  each  other,  towards  our  expressive  faces.  There  we  can  find  the  Divine  image, 
in  all  of  Its  magnificent  diversity,  in  all  of  its  uncanny  oneness.  And  there  we  will  find 
ourselves  as  Jews  and  as  human  beings. 

Most  of  the  time  we  are  too  far  apart.  We  are  spread  across  the  land  and  across  the 
globe,  and  though  we  are  all  rushing  together  through  the  cosmos,  and  though  we  are 
all  turning  together  towards  the  sun,  the  appearance  is  that  of  separation,  of  boundaries 
and  time  zones.  We  cannot  see  each  other’s  faces  except  through  the  warped  lenses  of 
media,  and  ideology,  and  political  or  even  religious  rhetoric. 

But  now  we  are  here  — mir  zeinen  do  — and  we  know  it,  for  we  have  Jostled  we 
have  felt  each  other’s  breath,  felt  our  fingers  graze.  We  have  heard  each  others 
voices  . . like  the  laughter  ...  the  silent  weeping  . . . And  so  we  reach  out  to  each 
other  by  reaching  up.  We  call  out  to  God  above,  the  God  that  is  One,  to  join  us 
together  as  one. 

He  who  existentially  knows  no  Thou,  will  never  succeed  in  knowing  a We,” 
concluded  Buber.  It  is  for  this  earne.st  reason,  that  I harp  in  Cato-like  fashion  upon  the 
need  for  us  to  religiously  engage  one  another  and  spiritually  deepen  our  movement. 
Growing  numbers  will  but  numbers  if  we  merely  count  them  rather  than  encounter 
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them  And  the  essential  means  of  encounter  avatlable  to  us,  given  the  human  cond.t.on, 

giv”n  our  muhSe  is  our  shared  encounter  with  God,  our  shared  seek.ng  of  the 

reflected  image,  our  shared  language  of  prayer. 

From  that  moment  of  shared  prayer  — Hear,  O •^'^^Ug^^ohar■  When  people 

programs,  our  commitments,  our  purposes.  As  it  is  written  in  the  Zohar  Wh״n  peopie 

^Mn  nraver  declare  the  Unity  of  the  Holy  One  in  love  and  reverence,  the  walls  of 

Lrkness  are  cleft  in  twain”  — and  we  discover  one  another  emerpng  into  the 
rg"h  . Th  we  !™ו  feS  Ur  ״W־-n־ss.•■  Then  we  can  celebrate  it  in  the  here  and  now. 
Then  we  can  cling  to  our  at-one-ness  with  fterce  and  profound  hope. 

Our  hope  is  the  hope  of  lonely  Abraham,  who  cries  to  God  about  his  childlessness, 

״hrryirr 

matoTinTnt^^^^^^^^  a “®"ץ^סס־״ס  for  the  human 

We  are  here  as  his  inheritors.  We  are  here  as  the  children  ״f  Our 

^TerweTrthTcLdrfn"^  though  we  number  far^fewer 

Sen  1״ye%tV20Va'nffor  m^  ftrUis  a 

V;ie''fparth7,  c״a1- ״ ״ 

WelrfL^chiiren^oTAbrl^^^^^^  man  alone  with  his  prayers,  who  stood  at  the 

crossroäds  änd  counted  the  st3rs.  * j ♦ 

We  are  the  children  of  Abraham,  a people  uniled  in  our  prayers,  who  stand  at 

crossroads,  and  count  — upon  each  other. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

TO  THE 

59TH  UAHC  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


•)> 


1 . I call  on  this  Assembly  to  express  the  indebtedness  of  our  religious  community  to 
Charles  J.  Rothschild,  Jr.,  for  his  extraordinary  record  of  accomplishment  as  Chairman 
of  our  Board  of  Trustees.  “His  expectations  were  high,  his  demands  always  exacting. 
And  our  Union  is  the  stronger  because  of  it.” 

2.  I ask  that  we  salute  the  National  Federaion  of  Temple  Sisterhoods  on  its  75th 
Anniversary.  NFTS  is  our  “full  and  equal  partner;  an  essential  element  of  our  well 
being”  as  a religious  community.  Many  of  “our  finest  attainments,”  especially  in  the 
realm  of  youth  and  religious  education  were  “nurtured”  by  Sisterhood. 

3.  I call  on  our  Assembly  and  its  delegates  to  express  our  collective  gratitude  to  ail 
those  who  brought  this  convention  to  be: 

a)  To  our  host  congregations  and  lay  leaders  for  the  graciousness  of  their 
hospitality,  and  for  strengthening  Reform  Judaism  throughout  the  land  and  world  by 
creating  and  sustaining  the  first  of  our  many  Camps  for  Living  Judaism. 

b)  To  Iris  Franco  and  the  members  of  our  Biennial  Program  Committee  for  that 
rich  fare  with  which  they  feasted  us.  They  responded  fully  to  the  felt  needs  of  our 
constituency. 

c)  To  Zelda  Wise,  Richard  Rhodes  and  Alan  Bregman  and  their  army  of  co- 
workers  on  the  Local  Arrangements  Committee  who  did  everything  in  their  power  to 
make  us  feel  at  home  and  to  have  this  convention  run  smoothly. 

d)  To  Arthur  Grant,  the  Union’s  Director  of  Regions,  who  single  handedly 
coordinated  the  multitudinous  details  of  this  convention.  He  is  an  efficient  administrator 
and  a warm  and  wonderful  Jew. 


4.  I ask  our  pertinent  Committees  and  Commissions  to  develop  educational  materials 
on  personal  and  business  ethics  for  our  schools  and  camps  and  programs  of  adult 
education.  “The  consideration  of  social  issues  alone,  or  even  Jewish  communal 
problems”  does  not  suffice  for  the  need.  We  must  make  certain  “that  the  alef-beit  of 
Jewish  morality”  is  not  neglected  in  our  educative  processes. 

5.  I urge  you  to  join  me  in  commending  our  Religious  Action  Center  for  its  twenty- 
five  years  of  creative  endeavor.  “The  achievements  of  the  Center  have  been  towering.” 
Let  us  make  certain  that  the  Center’s  work  continues  and  that  its  influence  is  deepened 
by  probing  “ever  more  effectively”  the  Jewish  rootage  of  our  social  activism  and  by 
continuing  to  extend  its  scope  to  encompass  not  only  Reform,  “but  all  the  other 
branches  of  Judaism.”  Let  us  also  express  cur  delight  that  the  Center’s  guiding  spirit, 
Albert  Vorspan,  is  to  receive  the  Union’s  highest  award.  It  was  he,  above  all  others, 
who  “fired  and  forged”  the  RAC  into  that  vital,  vibrant  institution  it  has  become. 
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6.  I ask  you  to  direct  our  Commission  on  Social  Action  to  initiate  the  whic 

will  enable  the  Union  to  take  its  stance  on  the  issue  of  nuclear  deterrence.  It  h g 
time  that  we  decry  this  folly  . . . that  we  clamor  for  the  universal  abolition  of  nuclear 


arms. 


7 I call  for  the  formation  of  a special  movement-wide  Task  Force,  including  the 
World  Union  for  Progressive  Judaism,  that  would  address  itself  to  every  aspect  of  t 
Soviet  Jewish  situation.”  to  press  for  emigration  and  for  the  religious  rights  of  Soviet 
Jews,  to  prepare  the  translation  of  liberal  Jewish  educational  and  liturgical  texts  into 
Russian  and  to  establish  and  provide  services  to  a network  of  liberal  Jews  m he 
USSR  ‘T  profoundly  believe  that  a liberal  version  of  Judaism  could  improve  the  pro 
spects  of  Jewish  survival”  in  the  Soviet  Union,  even  as  Reform  has  played  a preserv- 
ing  role”  in  North  America  and  throughout  the  world. 

8 I ask  you  to  join  me  in  congratulating  ARZA  on  this  its  10th  Anniversary  and  to 
acknowledge  the  substantial  progress  it  has  made  by  “planting  the  seeds  «f  an  Israeli 
counterpart  of  our  Religious  Action  center,  by  securing  substantial  Jewish  Age  y 
grants  Tor  our  Israeli  Progressive  movement  and  by  leading  us 

KADIMA  its  Canadian  partner,  to  a “smashing  victory  m the  WZO  elections. 

9 I call  for  the  formation  of  a movement-wide  Committee,  to  be  spear-headed  by 
ARZA  which  will  “mobilize  attention  and  assistance”  for  our  rural  settlements  in 
Israel.  “They  need  industries  to  supplement  farming,  to  provide  job  opportunities. 

10.  I emphatically  ask  for  your  reaffirmation  of  the  UAHC  position  that  we  have  the 
risht  and  the  responsibility  to  participate  in  debate  and  dialogue  on  the  great  mora 
[sfCL  JacIng  IsraTT  We  owe  iLel  the  truth  as  we  see  it.  “We  do  not  serve  the  cause 
when  we  censor  or  sanitize  or  stifle  our  views”  - or  submit  to  the  attempts  of  others 

""TCrtUCC T ask  this  Assembly  to  reject  the  status  quo  in  Judea  and  ^™ia  and 
Gaza  as  potentially  disasterous  to  Israel’s  essential  character  and  its  moral  st^ure  and  to 
call  on  Israel’s  government  relentlessly  to  pursue  all  avenues  to  peace  ' ־ 

ternational  participation  — that  will  permit  those  direct  negotiations  that  all  Israelis 
d“•״  is ״ ״.  enough  ,״  love  peace  or  ,0  wai.  for  peace  to  come.  Israel  must  aet.ve- 
ly  seek  peace,  the  peace  that  will  give  it  its  truest  security. 

11  1 ask  vou  to  direct  our  Joint  Commission  on  Synagogue  Management  to  address  the 

Ibler^  ״rsynagogue  finances  as  its  firs,  priority.  “The  goal  here  must  be  .0  ,crease 
revenue  not  to  curtail  programs.  . . our  claim  for  a greater  share  of  the  community 
resources  is  compelling. 
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12.  I call  on  this  Assembly  to  acknowledge  our  collective  indebtedness  to  Myron 
Schoen,  who  is  retiring  from  office  after  30  years  of  distinguished  service.  He  is  the 
father  of  the  profession  of  Temple  Administration,  a devoted  servant  of  the  synagogue 
and  of  the  Jewish  people. 

13.  In  the  light  of  the  persistent  critical  problems  of  the  contemporary  Jewish  family, 
and  because  of  its  good  work  which  requires  continuance,  I urge  that  the  Task  Force 
on  the  Jewish  Family  be  established  as  a standing  committee  of  the  UAHC. 

14.  I call  on  the  UAHC  to  join  with  the  CCAR  and  the  HUC-JIR  in  an  aggressive 
progam  of  rabbinic  recruitment.  “Too  many  of  our  congregations  are  without  rabbis,” 
and  the  problem  has  reached  crisis  proportions. 

In  this  context,  I call  on  the  Union  and  the  Conference  as  well  as  the  College- 
Institute  jointly  to  explore  the  possibility  of  developing  a program  for  the  training  of 
para-rabbinics.  “This  is  not  just  a way  temporarily  ...  to  weather  a crisis.  This  is 
adult  education  at  its  finest,  combining  as  it  does  both  learning  and  teaching.” 

15.  I once  again  call  on  our  entire  religious  community  to  perceive  and  to  embrace 
Judaism  as  a serious  religious  enterprise,  a manner  of  living,  an  approach  to  the  world 
“that  makes  demands  upon  its  adherents.”  I call  on  our  Task  Force  on  Religious 
Commitment,  now  merged  with  our  Joint  Commission  on  Worship,  to  make  this  the 
focus  of  its  concerns.  “We  must  recapture  the  sense  of  totality  in  Judaism,  a life  built 
upon  the  performance  of  migvot"  yet  without  at  the  same  time  surrendering  the 
modern  notion  of  personal  autonomy  that  we  have  made  our  hallmark.”  The  word 
mitzva  must  become  habitual  in  our  lives. 
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PROGRAM 

59th  General  Assembly 
Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations 

October  29 — November  3,  1987 
Chicago,  Illinois 


A WORLD  IN  TRANSITION— 
REFORM  JUDAISM  IN  ACTION 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  28 

# 

9:00-9:00  pm 

Skyway  269 

Youth  Division 

4:00-10:00  pm 

East  Tower  Conclיurse 

Registration 

4:00-10:00  pm 

Joint  Commission  on  Synagogue  Music 

Fields  Room 

Presiding;  John  A.  Geller,  Holy  Blossom  TempLy  Toronto,  Ontario 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  29 

REGISTRATION 
TEFILAH:  Morning  Services 

Rabbi:  Elyse  Frisbman,  The  Reform  Temple  of  Stiff ern,  Suffern,  New  York 
Cantor:  Jody  Suffrin,  Temple  Belh  Elohim,  Wellesley,  Massachusetts 

TV  & Film  Institute 

Commission  on  Outreach 
(including  lunch) 

Presiding:  David  W.  Belin,  Temple  B’ruii  Jeshurun,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Committee  on  AIDS 

(including  lunch) 

Presiding;  Boris  L.  O’Mansky,  M.D.,  Baltimore  Hebrew  Congregation,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

Committee  on  Maintenance  of  Union  Membership 
(including  lunch) 

Presiding;  Howard  M.  Wilkoff,  Temple  Beth  Elohim,  Wellesley  Hills,  Massachusetts 

Joint  Commission  on  Synagogue  Music 

Presiding:  John  A.  Geller,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Educatonal  Workshop:  Reading,  A Jewish  Responsibility 

(Encouraging,  structuring  and  rewarding  intensive  adult  Jewish  study  in  UAHC  congregations) 
Presiding:  David  Long,  Congregation  Rodeph  Shcdom,  PhiLidelphia,  Pennsylvania 
Resource;  Rabbi  Howard  Bogot,  Director,  UAHC  Department  of  Education 

ARZA 

(including  lunch) 

Presiding:  Rabbi  Charles  A.  Kroloff,  President,  ARZA 
Temple  Emanu'El,  Westfield,  New  jersey 

Resolutions  Committee 

Presiding;  Judge  David  S.  Davidson,  Temple  Emanuel,  Kensington,  Maryland 

Education  Wtיrkshop:  KEVA:  Programming  Adult  Jewish  Studies 
(Introducing  a basic  Jewish  literacy  program  into  tbe  Reform  Religious  School) 

Presiding:  William  Hess,  Temple  Sinai,  Neu•  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Resource;  Rabbi  Gary  Bretton-Granatoor,  Associate  Director,  UAHC  Department  of  Education, 
New  York 

Ruth  Perelson,  Central  Synagogue,  New  York 

Communications  Committee 

Presiding:  Leonard  Spring,  Cowhairman,  East  End  Temple,  New  York 


8:30  am-10:00  pm 
Grand  Ballroom  Foyer 

8:30-9:00  am 
Columbus  E & F 

9:00  am-1 2:00  pm 
Picass() 

9:00  am-4:00  pm 
Grand  Ballrcxtm 
D North 

9:00  anr-5;00  pm 
Skyway  269 

9:00  am-5:00  pm 
Grand  Ballroom 
D South 

9:30  am-5;00  pm 
Columbus  B 

10:00  am-1 2:00  nocm 
Buckingham 


10:00  am-5:00  pm 
C(יlumhus  E & F 


1 :00—4:00  pm 
Skyway  265 

2:00-4:00  pm 
Columbus  1 and  J 


# 


2:00-5:00  pm 
Skyway  26 1 


Leadership  Development  Training  Session 

Presiding:  Rabbi  Daniel  Polish,  Temple  Israel,  U)s  Angeles,  Califcnmia 

Jack  Dauber,  Leadership  Devebpment  Consultant  to  the  ÜAHC,  Los  Angeles 

Small  Congregations  Committee  , w ^ ■ a 1 

Presiding:  B.J.  Tanenbaum,  jr.,  Meier  Chayim  Temple,  McGeehee,  Arkansas 

New  Congregations  Committee  r ״ x!  ! 

Presiding:  Leonard  Teitelbaum,  Monmouth  Reform  Temple,  Tmton  Falls,  New  Jersey 

Committee  on  Cults  and  Missionaries  ^ , r 

Presiding:  Harry  Helft,  Temple  Emanuel,  Beverly  Hills,  California 

National  Commission  on  Rabbinic  Congregational  Relations  Facilitators  Meeting 

Presiding:  David  W.  Sampliner,  Co-Chairman,  Community  Synagogue,  Rye,  New  York 

Dues  Policy  Review  Committee 

Presiding:  Marshall  Krolick,  B’nai  Jehoshmi  Beth  Elohim.  Glenview,  Illinois 

“FIRST  TIMERS”  RECEPTION 

Presiding:  Iris  Franco,  Temple  Beth  Am,  Miami,  Florida 

Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
U AHC  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  DINNER  AND  MATING 

Presiding:  Charles  ].Rothschild,  Jr.,  Chairman,  Temple  Emeth,  Teaneck,  New  Jersey 


2:00-5:00  pm 
Columbus  H 

3:00-5:00  pm 
Columbus  A 

3:00-5:00  pm 
Skyway  269 

4:00-5:00  pm 
Skyway  265 

4:00-5:00  pm 
Picasso 

4:00-6:00  pm 
Ogden 

5:00  pm-6:00  pm 
Grand  Ballroom  B 

6:00  pm 
Skyway  261 

6:00  pm 

Mid  America  Club 
Standard  Oil  Building 


A WORLD  IN  TRANSITION:  PASSAGES  AND  REALITIES  — 

To  Everything  There  is  a Season 

A TIME  TO  BE  BORN:  The  moral  questions  of  genetic  engineering,  in  vitro  fertilization, 
surrogate  parenting,  etc.  PhiLMhHa.  Pennsylvanu 


8:00-10:00  pm 
Columbus  K and  L / 


K U-ti  ' Presiding■  Dr.  Myra  Bluebond-Langer,  Congregation  Rodeph  Shalom,  Phila^lphia,  Ppnsylvania 

^ , \ ^ Resource:  GeorgiR.  Honig,  M.D.,Pro/ess״r  and  Head«/ Department  0/ Pediatrics,  University  ״/Illinois 

> ^ College  ״/Medicine,  Temple  Beth  Israel,  Skolcie,  Illinois 

oJ  r ^ " Rabbi  Bernard  Zlotowitz,  UAHC  Director,  New  York  Federation  of  Reform  Synagogues 

ColumbusC  ATlMETOS^REiDe^an^e^eriejiUal^^ 

^\0ן  A,  U ^ p3mg!׳Dlniel  fschechter,  BetL  Emet,  The  Free  Synagogue,  Evanston,  Illinois 

k ^ V - Resource:  Gary  Metrel,  Temple  Sinai,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

Rabbi  Lawrence  Kushner,  Congregation  Beth  El,  Sudbury,  Massachusetts 

4*  tjr-  V ^ P i F A TIME  TO  UNDERSTAND:  Judaism  and  homq§exu^y:  current  issues  and  expressions 

?™״VR״b״־M.Ra״ki״.ML,a,w״״־SI״'״Ä^  S״״Fraysc»,  Cal./.»™.  , 

Resource:  Agnes  Herman,  lailce  San  Marcos,  California  c ל 


#)) 


Presiding:  Koneri  ivi.  ixaiiMii,  IV». — י ^ 

Resource:  Agnes  Herman,  lailce  San  Marcos,  California  L 

John  E.  Hirsch,  Temple  Beth  El,  Great  Neck,  New  York  j ^ 

Richard  Inglander,  Congregation  Sha’ar  Zahav,  San  Francisco,  California 
Recorder:  Lawrence  Axelrod,  Congregation  Or  Chadash,  Chicago,  Illinois 

A TIME  TO  PRAY:  To  whom,  for  what,  and  why?  . 

Presiding:  John  F.  Lippmann,  Beth  El  Hebrew  Congregation,  Alexandria,  Vir^nia 
Resource:  Rabbi  Peter  Knobel,  Beth  Emet,  The  Free  Synagogue,  Evansum,  Illinois 
Recorder;  Harvey  Gordon,  M.D.,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  Houston,  Texas 

A TIME  TO  SING:  Enriching  your  temple’s  music 

Presiding:  John  A.  Geller,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto  Can^  ■ c,  1 . 

Resource:  Cantor  Irving  Shulkes,  Temple  Sinai  of  North  Dade,  North  Miami  Beach,  Florida 
Cantor  Gail  Hirschenfang,  Beth  Zion  T emple,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Rabbi  Malcolm  Stern,  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  New  York 
Rabbi  Bennett  Miller,  Anshe  Emeth  Memorial  Temple,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey 
Tamar  Bronstein,  North  Shore  Congregation  Israel,  Glencoe,  Illinois 
Recorder;  Steven  Pruzan,  Temple  De  Hirsch  Sinai,  Seattle,  Washington 

A TIME  TO  EVALUATE  OUR  WORSHIP  EXPERIENCE: 

THE  POWER  OF  SYMBOL  AND  RITU  AL 

Presiding;  Larry  J.  Sachnowitz,  Congregation  Emanu  El,  Houston,  Texas 
Resource:  Rabbi  Harvey  J.  Fields,  Wilshire  Boulevard  Temple,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Recorder:  Rabbi  James  Mirel,  Temple  B'nai  Torah,  Mercer  Island,  Washington 


Columbus  1 and  J 


Acapulco 


Toronto 
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A TTMF  TO  LEARN:  LEHIYOT  PROGRAMMING  FOR  LEARNERS  WITH  SPECIAL  NEEDS 

Presiding:  Barbara  Kuhn,  The  Temple-Congregation  Ohahai  Sholom.  Nashville.  Tennessee 
Resource:  Rabbi  Howard  Bogot,  Director,  UAHC  Dept.  of  Education 

Zena  W.  Sulkes, Temple  B'nai  Israel,  Clearwater,  Fbrdu  ,,  , , 

Benjamin].  Dubin,  Baltimore  Hebrew  Congregation,  Baltimore,  Mar^iarrd 
Recorder:  Ingrid  Benson,  B’nai  Zion  Congregation,  Shreveport,  Louisiana 


A TIME  TO  BEWARE:  Messianic  Missionizing  - A Response 

Presiding:  Harry  Helft,  Temple  Emanuel,  Beverl)׳  Hills,  California 

Resource:  Annette  Daum,  Staff  Director.  UAHC  Committee  on  Cults  and  Missionaries 
Rec(יrder:  Rabbi  Richard  Birnholz,  Congregation  Shaarai  Zecleic,  Tampa,  Florida 


A TIME  TO  RETURN 

Presiding:  Shelly  Segal,  Temple  Israel,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Resource:  Maggie  Bar  Tura,  UAHC  Shaliach 

Recorder:  Florence  Katz,  Emanuel  Congregation,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Presidents  of  Large  Congregations 


PRESIDENTS  OF  CONGREGATIONS  MEET  WITH 
CHARLES  J.  ROTHSCHILD,  JR. 

UAHC  Staff  Meeting 


Columbus  G 


Columbus  A 


Columbus  H 


9:30  pm 
Skyway  265 

10:00  pm 

Grand  Ballroom  B 

10:15  pm 
C(>lumbus  1 and  j 


FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  30 


Research  Task  Force 
REGISTRATION 


■Jational  Committee  on  A^amp  insiuuic. 

’residing:  Harry  A.  Wood,  Jr.,  Congregation  Rode/ Sholom,  Waco,  I txas 

rEFIL AH:  Morning  Services  x.  1 1 

labbi  Floyd  Herman,  Har  Sinai  Congregation,  Baltimore,  MaryUnd 
:antor  Amy  Brenner,  Temple  Ansche  Shalom,  Olympia  Fields,  Illinois 

\ WORLD  IN  TRANSITION  - OUR  CONTEMPORARY  SYNAGOGUE’S 
3RGANIZATIONAL  EFFECTIVENESS 


7:30-8:30am 

Skyway  261 

8:30  am-3:00  pm 
Grand  Ballrcuim  Foyer 

8:30  am-12:00  noon 
Wright  Room 

8:30-9:00  am 

C^וlumbus  E & F 

9:00-1 1:00  am 


Rrnirce:'  Brul^rPh^lTp^  As™^^^  Professor  of  Jewish  Communial  Service,  HeHeu■  Union  College  - 

feu-ish  Institute  of  Religion,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Rabbi  Mark  Winer,  Jeu'ish  Community  Center,  White  Plains,  New  York 

USING  AND  APPLYING  THE  DATA  IN  YOUR  OWN  CONGREGATION 
1 .ץ  Prp^idinp-  Alan  Iselin,  Congregation  Beth  Emeth,  Albany,  New  York 

Resource:  Rabbi  Norman  B.  Mirsky,  Professor  of  Sociolop^and  Contemporary  Jeu’is  . tue  les, 
Hebrew  Union  College  - Jewish  Institute  of  Religum,  Los  Angeles 

lb)  Presiding:  Rabbi  Murray  1.  Rothman,  Temple  Sheilom,  Newton.  Memachusetts  . , 

Resource:  Rabbi  Robert  L.  Katz,  Professor  of  Human  Rehitions,  Hebrew  Union  College  jeui,  h 

Institute  ()fReligum,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Id)  Presiding:  Rabbi  Howard  A.  Kersewske,  Temple  Sinai,  Sharon,  Massachusetts 
Restnirce:  Steven  J.  Schwager,  M.D.,  Merion,  PennsyUania 


Grand  Ballr0lוm  D 
(Introduction) 


Grand  BallreH)m  C N1>rth 


Grand  Ballrocוm  Siiuth 


Grand  Rallr(H)m  0 Ninth 
Grand  Ballroom  P South 


•)) 


CHOOSING  A RABBI  FOR  YOUR  CONGREGATION 

Presiding;  Rabbi  Leonard  S.  Kravitz,  Professor  of  Midrash  and  Homiletics,  Hebrew  Union  College  - 
Jewish  Institute  of  Religion,  New  York 
Resource:  Susan  Cartun,  Temple  Emanu-El,  Livingston,  New  Jersey 

Rabbi  A.  Stanley  Dreyfus,  Director  of  Placement,  Rabbinical  Placement  Commission,  New  York 
L.  Kenneth  Rosett,  Temple  Israel,  New  Rochelle,  New  York 
David  K.  Lebowitz,  Temple  Anshe  Sholom,  Olympia  Fields,  Illinois 
Recorder:  Jack  J.  Kadesh,  Rodof  Sholom,  Sun  Rafael,  California 

WHAT  DO  YOU  OFFER  NEW  MEMBERS?  WHY  SHOULD  I JOIN  YOUR  TEMPLE? 

Presiding:  Orrin  D.  Tobbe,  Beth  Zion  Temple,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Resource:  Ilene  Herst,  F.T.A.,  North  Shore  Congregation  Israel,  Glencoe,  Illinois 
Rabbi  Samuel  N.  Gordon,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Reccirder:  James  Jonas,  Temple  Israel,  West  Bloomfield,  Michigan 

GETTING  AND  SPENDING:  A SEMINAR  ON  TEMPLE  FINANCES 

Presiding;  Horace  Stern,  Reform  Congregtion  Keneseth  Israel,  Elkins  Park,  Pennsylvania 
Resource:  Mandel  Gomberg,  Temple  Sholom,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Sidney  Friedland,  Temple  Sholom,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Richard  M.  Katz,  Associute  Directfjr,  Temple  Sholom,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Recorder;  Norman  Yanofsky,  Temple  B’nui  Tikvah,  Calgary,  Alberta 

THE  NATIONAL  COMMISSION  ON  RABBINIC  CONGREGATIONAL  RELATIONS: 

IN  PURSUIT  OF  EXCELLENCE 

Presiding;  Rabbi  Paul  J.  Menitoff,  Director  of  the  National  Commission  on  Rabbinic-Congregational  Relations 
Resiiurce;  Rabbi  Arnold  1.  Sher,  Congregation  B'nai  Israel,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut 

David  W.  Sampliner,  UAHC  Chairman,  National  Commission  on  Rabbinic-Congregational 

Relations 

Rabbi  Richard  F.  Steinbrink,  CCAR  Chairman,  NCRCR 
Recorder:  George  Markley,  Congregation  B’nai  Israel,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut 

ATTRACTING  NEW  LEADERS 

Presiding:  Rabbi  Daniel  Polish,  Temple  Israel,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Resource:  Harold  J.  Tragash,  Congregation  B’nai  Israel,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut 

IDENTIFYING,  DESIGNING,  AND  IMPLEMENTING  CHANGE 
Presiding;  Henrietta  Chesnie,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto,  Ontario 
Resource;  Jerome  H.  Somer,  Temple  Emanu-El,  Marblehead,  Massachusetts 
Stanley  G.  Burack,  Temple  Shalom,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia 
Rabbi  Sanford  Ragins,  Leo  Baeck  Temple,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Recorder:  Marlene  Glickman,  Beth  Am  Temple,  Buffalo,  New  York 

MANAGING  MEETINGS 

Presiding:  Shirley  Chernela,  F.T.A.,  Administrator,  Temple  Shaaray  Tefila,  New  York 
Resource:  Joseph  C.  Bernstein,  UAHC  Director,  Department  of  Synagogue  Management 
Helene  Spring,  East  End  Temple,  New  York 
Recorder:  Harold  Press,  F.T.A.,  Temple  Emanuel,  V^orcester,  Massachusetts 

WHAT  MAKES  A SYNAGOGUE  UNIQUE? 

Presiding:  Rabbi  Joel  Zion,  Temple  Israel,  Laurence,  New  York 

Resource:  Rabbi  Joseph  B.  Glaser,  Executive  Vice  President,  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis, 
Westchester  Rehnm  Temple,  Scarsdale,  New  York 
Recorder;  Edward  London,  Cfmgregation  Beth  Chayim  Chadashim,  Los  Angeles,  California 

UNDERSTANDING  THE  RABBINICAL  PENSION  BOARD 

Presiding:  Robert  L.  Adler,  Chairman,  Rabbinical  Pension  Board 
Resource:  Rabbi  Joseph  Goldman,  Temple  Beth  Miriam,  Elheron,  New  Jersey 
Vivian  Mendeles,  Adminstrator,  Rabbinical  Pension  Board 

CREATIVE  CONTINUITY  IN  LEADERSHIP 

Presiding:  Bernard  Isaacs,  Tem/)le  EmatiU'EI,  Beth  Shalom,  Montreal,  (Quebec 
Resource:  Edith  J.  Miller,  Stephen  Wise  Free  Synagogue,  Neu•  York 
Recorder;  Paul  Frank,  Temple  Kol  Ami,  Plantation,  Florida 


Columbus  1 and  j 


Grand  Ballroom  B 


Grand  Ballroom  E 


Columbus  G 


Grand  Ballroom  A 


Grand  Ballrcxim  F 


Columbus  E and  F 


Columbus  A 


Columbus  B 


C^וlumbus  C 


Regional  Outreach  Coordinators  Meeting 
Presidents  of  Large  Congregations 


9:00  am-1 :00  pm 
Skyway  265 

9:00  am- 3;  1 5 pm 
C()lumbus  H 
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MEET  YOUR  COUNTERPARTS  u . 1k 

(These  meetings  will  carry  through  the  lunch  hour.  Participants  can  purchase  lunch  from  sandwich 

carts  located  in  the  halls. ) 

Large  Congregations  — over  900 

Rabbi  Leonard  R.  Thai,  UAHC  Director,  Pacific  Southwest  Council 
Large  Congregations  — 700-900 

Rabbi  Daniel  Gottlieb,  UAHC  Director,  Camulian  Council 

Medium  Size  Congregations -300  to  700  in  Urban  Centers  ,.,,.וי 

Rabbi  Richard  Address,  UAHC  Director,  Pennsylvania  CounciU Philadelphia  Federation 

Medium  Size  Congregations -300  to  700 -One  Congregational  Cities 

Rabbi  Morris  M.  Hersbman,  UAHC  Director,  Northern  Califomia/Pacific  Northwest  Council 

Small  Congregations  - under  300  - One  Congregational  Towns 
Rabbi  James  L.  Simon,  UAHC  Director,  Midwest  Council 

Small  Congregations  - under  300  - without  full-time  Rabbi 
Rabbi  Lawrence  1.  Jackofsky,  UAHC  Director,  Southwest  Council 

Small  Congregations  - Beginning  and  Growing 

Rabbi  Daniel  Bridge,  UAHC  Assistant  Director,  Pacific  Southwest  Council 

Small  Congregations -under  300 -Urban  Centers  . ,י,  , r j 

Rabbi  Frank  Sundheim,  UAHC  Director,  Southeast  Council/South  Florida  Federation 

Small  Congregations,  Established  and  Stable 

Rabbi  Richard  Sternberger,  UAHC  Director,  Mid-Atlantic  Council 

World  Union  Governing  Body  Luncheon 

National  Commission  on  Rabbinic-Congregational  Relations  Meeting 

(including  lunch  - members  only) 

A WORLD  IN  TRANSITION  - OUR  SYNAGOGUES’  CREATIVE  PROGRAMS 

CREATIVE  PROGRAMMING  WORKSHOP  - 
THE  ACTUAL  PLANNING  PROCESS 

Presiding:  Renee  L.  Karp,  Temple  Emanu-El,  Dallas,  Texas 

ResourceiRabbiSbeldonZimmerman,  Temple  EmanU'EI,  Dallas,  Texas 

Rabbi  Shelton  Donnell,  Wilshire  Boulevard  Temple,  Los  Angeles,  California 
Recorder:  Betty  Zivitz,  Temple  Sinai,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

BROTHERHOOD  LOOKS  TO  THE  NINETIES  , n c c 1 

Presiding•  Avrum  Bondarin,  Executive  Director,  National  Federation  of  Temple  Brotherhoods 
Resource:  Carl  J.  Burkons,  NFTB  President,  Anshe  Chesed  Fairmont  Temple,  Beachwood,  Ohio 
Richard  D.  Karfunkle,  Temple  Beth  Emeth,  Wilmington,  Delaware 
Recorder:  Lawrence  J.  Lauer,  North  Shore  Congregation  Israel,  Glencoe,  Illinois 

BUILDING  YOUR  TOTAL  YOUTH  PROGRAM 

Presiding:  Melvin  T.  Goldberger,  Temple  Beth  El,  Boca  Raton,  Florida 

Resource:RabbiEricGurvis,  Beth  Israel  Congregation,  Jackson,  Michigan  . .י,. 

Sandford  Kopnick,  Rahhinic  Advisor,  Ohio  Valley  Federation  of  Temple  Youth,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Richard  Gershon,  Temple  Jeremiah,  Northfield,  Illinois 
Judy  Levine,  Temple  Emanuel,  Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Paul  Reichenbach,  UAHC  Department  0/ International  Youth  Activities,  New  York 
Michelle  November,  UAHC  College  Department,  New  York 
Louis  Dobin,  Director,  UAHC  Greene  Family  Camp  Institute,  Bruceville,  Texas 
Recorder:  Steven  Derringer,  NFTY  President,  Congregation  Et?  Chaim,  Lombard,  Illinois 

SMALL  RELIGIOUS  SCHOOLS:  A CURRICULUM  AND  MANAGEMENT  MODEL 

Presiding:  Betty  Barr,  Beth  El  Congregation,  Winchester,  Virginia 
Resource:  Rabbi  Howard  Bogot,  Director,  UAHC  Department  of  Education 
Recorder:  Rabbi  Harry  Rosenfeld,  Congregation  Beth  Sholom,  Anchorage,  AUiska 

EARLY  CHILDHOOD  AND  PARENTING  PROGRAMS 
Presiding:  Gena  Bragin,  Temple  B'nai  Israel,  Clearwater,  Florida 
Resource;  Robin  Eisenberg,  Vice  President,  N.  A T.  E. 

Juditb  Lichtig,  Anshe  Chesed  Fairmount  Temple,  Beachwood,  Ohio 
Rabbi  Jody  Coben  Gavarian,  Temple  Beth  Israel,  West  Hartford,  Connecticut 
Gail  Teicher-Fellus,  UAHC  Department  of  Education,  New  York 
Recorder.  Rabbi  Daniel  Bridge,  Associate  Director,  UAHC  Pacific  Southwest  Council 


ll:15am-12:45pm 


Columbus  E and  F 

Columbus  K and  L 

Grand  Ballrcxim  F 

Grand  Ballroom  B 

Grand  Ballroom  A 

Columbus  A 

Columbus  G 

Columbus  1 and  J 

Columbus  C 

1 1 :45  am 
Skyway  265 

12:00  noon— 3:00  pm 
Skyway  261 

1:00-3:00  pm 
Columbus  C & D 


Stetslוn  E 


Columbus  K and  L 


Columbus  A 


Columbus  E and  F 
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LIFELONG  LEARNERS:  AN  EDUCATIONAL  SHOWCASE 
Presiding:  Martha  Bindeman,  Wus/iington  Hehrew  Congregation,  Washington,  D C. 

Resource:  David  P.  Kasakove,  Director  of  Media  and  Communication,  UAHC  DefKirtment  of  Education, 
New  York 

Recorder:  Carolyn  Doppelt  Gray,  Washington  Hehrew  Congregation,  Washington,  D.C. 

PROGRAMMING  FOR  PEOPLE  WITH  VARIOUS  LIFESTYLES 
Presiding:  Rabbi  M.  Robert  Syme,  Temple  Israel,  West  Bloomfield,  Michigan 
Resource:  Rabbi  James  Prosnit,  Rrxieph  Sholom  Congregation,  New  York 

Rabbi  Mark  H.  Levin,  The  Temple  Congregation  B’naijehmkzh,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Sandy  Wise,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto,  Ontario 
Recorder:  Irving  Protech,  Temple  Kol  Ami,  West  Bloomfield,  Michigan 

ISRAEL  PROGRAMMING  IN  YOUR  TEMPLE  YEAR 
Presiding:  Harvey  Zimmerman,  M.D.,  Temple  Sinai,  Toronto,  Ontario 
Resource:  Rabbi  Eric  Yoffie,  Director,  Association  of  Reform  Zionists  of  America,  New  York 
Elsa  Königsberg,  Anshe  Chesed  Fairmount  Temple,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
Eudice  Lorge,  Temple  Beth  Israel,  Skokie,  Illinois 

MUSIC  RESOURCES  FOR  SMALL  AND  MEDIUM  CONGREGATIONS 

Presiding:  Frederic  Lane,  Temple  Sholom,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Resource:  Cantor  Vicki  Axe,  Temple  Israel,  Westport,  Connecticut 

Cantor  Ellen  Dreskin,  Woodlands  Community  Temple,  White  Plains,  New  York 
Rabbi  George  Stern,  Temple  Beth  Torah,  Upper  Nyack,  New  York 
Roz  Ebstein,  Guild  of  Temple  Musicians,  Highland  Park,  Illinois 
Rabbi  Lester  Polonsky,  Temple  Sholom,  Monticelb,  New  York 
Selma  Green,  Temple  Sholom,  Mrmticello,  New  York 
Rabbi  Charles  Levi,  Congregation  Solei,  Highlarul  Park,  Illinois 
Judith  Tischler,  Director  Transcontinental  Music  Publications,  UAHC,  New  York 
Reccוrder:  Marjory  Hess,  The  Community  Synagogue,  Port  Washington,  New  York 

THE  CARING  COMMUNITY:  RESPONDING  TO  SPECIAL  NEEDS 
Presiding:  Paul  Jaffe,  Reform  Congregation  Keneseth  Israel  Elkins  Park,  Pennsylvania 
Resource:  Harvey  Rosenbloom,  Temple  Kol  Ami,  Plantation,  Florida 

Rabbi  Steven  A.  Karol,  Congregation  Sha’ray  Sfialom,  Hingham,  Massachusetts 
Rabbi  Bennett  Miller,  Anshe  Emeth  Memorial  Temple,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey 
Recorder:  Lois  England,  Washington  Hebrew  Congregation,  Washington,  D.C. 


C(וlumbus  G 


Columbus  B 


Stetson  F 


Columbus  H 


Columbus  1 and  J 


OPENING  PLENARY  SESSION:  JOINT  NFTS/UAHC  SESSION 

Presiding:  Charles  J.  Rothschild,  Jr.,  Chairman,  UAHC  Board  of  Trustees,  Temple  Emeth, 
Teaneck,  New  Jersey 

Invocation:  Rabbi  Eugene  J.  Lipman,  Temple  Sinai,  Washington,  D.C.,  President,  CCAR 

The  Convention  Preview  n!  ! 

Iris  Franco,  Chairwoman,  General  Assembly  Program  Committee,  Temple  Beth  Am,  Miami,  Florida 

Presentation  to  Congregations  celebrating  their  Centennial  and  Special  Acknowledgments 

A Chicago  Welcome 

Hon.  Harold  Washington,  Mayor  0/ Chicago  . m 

Father  John  Pawlikowski,  Professor  of  Social  Ethics,  Catholic  Theological  Union,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Zelda  Wise,  B’nai  Jehoshua  Beth  Elohim,  Glenview,  Illinois 
Richard  Rhodes,  Beth  Emeth,  The  Free  Synagogue,  Evanston,  Illinois 
Co'chairs  Uxral  Arrangements  Committee 

His  Excellency  Zvi  Brosh,  Consul  General  of  Israel,  Chicago,  Illinois 

Report  of  Chairman  of  the  Board 
Charles  J.  Rothschild,  Jr. 

Appointment  of  General  Assembly  Committees 

Credentials:  Howard  M.  Wilkoff,  Chairman,  Temple  Beth  Elohim,  Wellesley  Hills,  Massachusetts 
Rules  Committee: 

Roland  M.  Mankoff,  UAHC  VicC'Chairman,  Temple  Emanu-El,  Dalhis,  Texas 

Report  of  the  World  Union  for  Progressive  Judaism 

Gerard  Daniel,  President,  Larchmont  Temple,  Larchmont,  New  York 

Report  of  the  UAHC/CCAR  Task  Force  on  Religious  Commitment 

Daniel  S.  Schechter,  Chairman,  Beth  Emeth,  The  Free  Synagogue,  Evanston,  Illinois 


3:1 5-6:00  pm 
Grand  Ballroom 
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North  ShineCgngregation  Israel  Glencoe,  Illinois 

Greetings  from  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis 
Rabbi  Eugene  J.  Lipman,  President 

Presentation  of  Sbaarei  Shirah 
Association  of  Reform  Zionists  of  America 
Rabbi  Charles  Kroloff,  President 

Biennial  Cost  Committee  Report  ^ . 

Dr.  Paul  Vanek,  Chdirman,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto,  Ontario 

M7r2lf1^lkk.c'Sl^TB'miJehosl,ua  Belh  Elohim,  Glen״kw.  Illinois 

KARBALATSHABBATSERVlCESANDDINNER(PleasebringShaareiShirah) 

A״*״  your  way  to  your  Shabbat  dinner  location,  please  join  us  as  we  welcome  the  Shabbat. 
*e  fove״  oaLe  the  Grand  B־llr,»m  and  the  Regency  Ballroom  rhere  will  be  s.ngmg  led  by. 
Cantor  leffrev Klepper,  Beth  Emet,  The  Free  Synagogue,  Evanston,  y < 

Cantor  BenjJ-Ellen  Schiller,  Hebrew  Union  College^]  ewish  Institute  of  Religion,  New  York 

Cantor  Aviva  Katzman,  Temple  Shalom,  Chicago,  Illinois  x!  v 1 

Cantor  Ellen  Dreskin,  Woodlands  Community  Temple,  White  Plains,  New  York 


NETS  DISTRICT/U AHC  REGIONAL  DINNERS 

Northern  California/Pacific  Northwest  Councils/Distnct  24 

Rabbi  Morris  M.  Hershman,  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Kevin  Wartell,  Temple  JuJeaMi^pah,  Skokie,  Illinois 

Pennsylvania  Council/District  3,  4,  5 

Rabbi  Richard  Address,  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Amy  Brenner,  Temple  Anshe  Shalom,  Olympia  Fields,  Illinois 
Canadian  Council/District  3/1 1 

Rabbi  Daniel  Gottlieb,  Regional  Director  ^ 

Cantor  Benjamin  Maissner,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Southwest  Council/Districts  15,  22 

Rabbi  Lawrence  l.Jackofsky,  Regional  Director  , j v,״  , 

Cantor  Janice  Roger,  The  Indianapolis  Hebrew  Congregation,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Mid-Atlantic  Council/District  8 

Rabbi  Richard  Sternberger,  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Nancy  Hausman,  Temple  Sholom,  River  Edge,  New  Jersey 
Southeast  Council/District  1 3 

Rabbi  Frank  Sundheim,  Regional  Director  ■ ci  1 , 

Cantor  Irving  Shulkes,  Temple  Sinai  of  North  Date,  North  Miami  Beach,  Florida 
Northeast  Council/Districts  1,  3 

Rabbi  Paul  Menitoff,  Regional  Director  x!  v 1 

Cantor  Howard  Stahl,  Temple  Beth  Emeth,  Albany,  New  York 

New  Jersey-West  Hudson  Valley  Council/Districts  3,  4 
Rabbi  Daniel  Freelander,  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Wayne  Siet,  Temple  Shaarei  Emeth,  Englishtoum,  New  Jersey 
Northeast  Lakes  Council/Districts  3,  9,  1 1 

Rabbi  David  S.  Hachen,  Regional  Director  , , t nu 

Cantor  Sarah  Sager,  Anshe  Chesed,  Fairmont  Temple,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Great  Lakes  Council/District  18 

Rabbi  Alan  D.  Bregman,  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Aviva  Katzman,  Temple  Shalom,  Chicago,  Illinois 

Pacific  Southwest  Coiincil/Dtstrict  24 
Rabbi  Leonard  R.  Thai,  Regional  Director 

Rabbi  Daniel  Bridge,  Assistant  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Jay  Frailich,  University  Synagogue,  Los  Angeles,  California 


7:00-9:00  pm 
Acapulco 

Belmont 

Toronto 

Columbus  A and  B 

Columbus  C and  D 

Columbus  E and  F 

Columbus  G and  H 
Columbus  1 and  j 

Columbus  K and  L 


Regency  A 


Regency  B 
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Midwest  Council/District  9,  30 
Rabbi  James  L.  Simon,  Regional  Director 
Cantor  Gail  Karp,  Davenport,  Iowa 

Cantor  Paul  Silbersher,  Congregation  B’naijehudah,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 


New  York  Federation/District  3 

Rabbi  Bernard  M.  Zlotowitz,  Regional  Director 

Rabbi  Allen  Kaplan,  Associate  Regional  Director 

Cantor  Helene  Reps,  Temple  Israel,  New  Rtxrhelle,  New  York 


JOY  OF  SHABBAT 

Yesterday,  Today,  and  Tomorrow:  Celebrating  Reform  Judaism  in  Song 

Presented  by  the  Joint  Commission  on  Synagogue  Music,  the  program  features  a 100  voice  volunteer 
choir  representing  12  Chicago  area  Temples,  the  Student  Ensemble  of  Hebrew  Union  College-Jewish 
Institute  of  Religion  School  of  Sacred  Music  in  New  York,  and  Soloists  from  the  American 
C(וnference  tT  Cantors. 


Celebrate  the  release  of  our  Movement’s  latest  contribution  to  Synagogue  Music,  Shaarei  Shirah: 
Gates  of  Song,  as  we  affirm  our  unity  as  a Movement  and  proudly  raise  our  voices  together  in  song. 


r 


Regency  C 


Regency  D 


9:30  pm 

Grand  Ballroom 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  3 1 


9:00-1 1 :30  am  SHABBAT  MORNING  TEFILAH 

Grand  Ballroom  (Please  bring  Shaarei  Shirah) 

The  Address  of  Rabbi  Alexander  M.  Schindler,  ^ 

President  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  fl 

ll:30am-12:30on  SHABBAT  KIDDUSH 

Columbus  Hall  Honoring  the  75th  Anniversary  of  National  Federation  of  Temple  Sisterhoods 

12:30— 1.45  pm  SHABBAT  LUNCHEON 

Grand  Ballroom  Invocation  and  Motzi 

Rabbi  Leonard  A.  Schoolman,  Temple  Beth  Am,  Miami,  Florida 

Tribute  — Rabbi  Alexander  M.  Schindler,  President,  UAHC 
Response:  Dolores  Wilkenfeld,  President,  NFTS 

Eleanor  Schwartz,  Executive  Director,  NFTS 

Eisendrath  Award  to  UNICEF 

Accepting:  Norma  U.  Levitt,  Honorary  President,  NFTS,  Nim^govemmental  Organization  Representative 
to  UNICEF,  National  Advisory  Council  for  the  U.  S.  Committee  on  UNICEF 

In  Honor  of  Sisterhood,  a Musical  Program  by  Rabbi  Ramie  and  Merri  L.  Arian 

Birchat  Hamazon 

SPLENDOR  OF  SHABBAT.  JOINT  UAHC/NFTS  STUDY  SESSIONS 
CULMINATING  WITH  HAVDALAH 

PICTURES  OF  SABBATH  RESTLESSNESS:  Poems,  Stories  and  Fantasies 
Presiding:  Barbara  Balter,  Har  Sinai  Congregation,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

Teachers:  Rabbi  William  Cutter,  Professor  of  Education  and  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature,  Hebrew 
Union  College'] ewish  Institute  of  Religion,  Los  Angeles 

SHABBAT  THROUGH  A MIDRASHIC  PRISM 

Presiding:  Lorraine  Stiffelman,  The  Temple 'Congregation  B'naijehudah,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Teacher:  Rabbi  Norman  J.  Cohen,  Associate  Professor  of  Midrash,  Hebrew  Union  College 'Jewish 
Institute  o/ Religion,  New  York 

THE  CONSTITUTION,  RELIGION,  AND  AMERICAN  JEWS  1) 

Presiding:  Bernice  K.  Brussel,  Jewish  Community  Center,  White  Plains,  New  York 
Teacher:  Jonathan  Sarna,  Academic  Director  of  Center  for  the  Study  of  the  American  Jewish 
Experience,  Hebrew  Union  College  —Jewish  Institute  of  Religion,  Cincinnati 


Gold  Coast 


Acapulco 


2:00-4:00  pm 
Regency  C 
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THE  VATICAN  EXHIBIT:  IT’S  SIGNIFICANCE 

Presiding:  Judy  Picus,  Temple־  Beth  El,  RockM  JIIm״״  Neu׳  York 

New  York 

GENDER  AND  GENESIS:  Problems  in  Translating  the  Bible 

Ä«.״״־,״״ , ״ »/ 

Religion,  New  York  .. 

apocalypse  now:  The  Sources  of  Comemporary  Jewish  aud  Christian  Fundamentalism 

S^RalTMlcha'rrSÄ.^^ 

Religion,  New  York 

ARRAHAM  our  father:  Reflections  on  this  week’s  Torah  portion 

IN  SEARCH  OF  EXCELLENCE ...  A Vision  of  the  Educated  Reform  Jew 

!;7' h^R^h^i ״״ ״■" 

PAINTIN^TM  ctN^ATorrBE‘^^^^^^  TOMORROW:  A Manifesto  for  Liberal  Jews 

Religion,  New  York 

THE  MEDIEVAL  JEWISH  WORLD  IN  TRANSITION: 

Halevi  and  Maimonides  on  Living  Wisely  . 

H*״"־“'״ ׳ "״״־ " ■״  " 

Religion,  Cincinruiti,  Ohio 

«;H  A RR  AT  POETRY  INTHEPRAYERBOOK 

College,  Jewish  Institute  of  Religion,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

College  Delegates  Meet  with  Rabbi  Alexander  M.  Schindler 

Commission  on  Social  Action 

TraWng  slsstol  for  Brotherhood,  Sisterhood,  Local  and  Regional  Congregational 

College  Representatives 

REGISTRATION 

PRESIDENT’S  CIRCLE  DINNER  UAHC  FUND  FOR  REFORM  JUDAISM 
A NIGHT  ON  THE  TOWN  - IN  THE  HOTEL 

(Please  exchange  ymir  ctiupon  tor  specific  performances. 

Second  City 

Koko  Taylor  and  Her  Blues  Machine 

Bonnie  Koloe  and  Howard  Levy  (Folk/Jaz:  Music)  ^ Strine  Quartet 

Chicagn  Repertnrv  Dance  Ensemble  and  the  Sinfonia  Orchestra  nf  Chtcagn  s String  Quartet 


Watertower 


Tcironto 

Columbus  A and  B 

Columbus  E and  F 
Columbus  G and  H 
Regency  A 
Columbus  I and  ] 

Columbus  K and  L 

Regency  B 


Regency  D 


2:00  pm 
Buckingham 

4:30-8:00  pm 
Gold  Coast 

4:30-6:30  pm 
Skyway  265 

5:00-8:30  pm 
Grand  Ballroom  Foyer 

6:30  pm 
T ruffles 

“Saturday  night” 

9:00  pm  show 
Columbus  G 
Grand  Ballroom  B 
Grand  Ballroom  F 
Columbus  A 


Second  City  Review 

Koko  Taylor  and  Her  Blues  Machine 

Bonnie  Koloc  and  Howard  Levy  (Folk/Jazz  Music) 

Chicago  Repertory  Dance  Ensemble  and  the  Sinfonia  Orchestra  of  Chicago’s  String  Quartet 
Resolutions  Committee 
President’s  Message  Committee 


10:30  pm  show 
Columhiis  G 
Grand  Ballroom  B 
Grand  Ballroom  F 
Columbus  A 

10:30  pm 
Skyway  265 

10:30  pm 
Skyway  269 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 


NFTS  BREAKFAST  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  CIRCLE  OF  SERVICE 

BREAKFAST  MEETINGS  (Express  breakfast  carts  are  situated  in  the  East  Tower  Concourse 
level.  Please  purchase  your  breakfast  and  bring  it  to  your  meeting) 

- ARZA  Executive  Committee 

- Southwest  Council 

- Northern  California  Council 

- Southeast  Council 

- Midwest  Council  Board 

- Pacific  Southwest  Council 

- Canadian  Council  Board 

- Committee  on  High  School  Youth/NFTY 

- CCAR  Placement  Breakfast 
-Commission  on  Religious  Living 

- Bio- Ethics  Committee 

TEFILAH:  Morning  Service 

Rabbi  Larry  J.  Halpern,  Congregation  of  Liberal  Judaism.  Orlando,  Florida 
Cantor  Howard  Tushman,  Emanuel  Congregation,  Chicago,  Illinois 

REGISTRATION 

A WORLD  IN  TRANSITION/JOINT  UAHC-NFTS  SESSION 

SOCIAL  ACTION  KEYNOTE 
Presiding:  Charles  J.  Rothschild,  Jr. 

*-Speakers:  Rabbi  David  Saperstein,  Director,  Religious  Action  Center,  Washington,  D.C. 

Tom  Dine,  Executive  Director,  American  Israel  Public  Affairs  Committee  (AlPAC) 

Harris  Gilbert,  Chairman  of  Commission  on  Social  Action, 

Presenter  of  Irving  J.  Fain  Awards 

THE  UJ  A AND  THE  REFORM  GRANT  PROPOSAL 

Presiding:  Marvin  Novick,  Temple  Beth  El,  Birmingham.  Michigan 

Resource:  Rabbi  Charles  A.  Kroloff,  President,  Association  of  Reform  Zionists  of  America,  Temple 
Emanu'EI,  Westfield,  New  Jersey 

Irving  W.  Königsberg,  Anshe  Chesed  Fairmownt  Temple,  Beachwood,  Ohio 
Rabbi  Richard  G.  Hirsch,  Executive  Director,  World  Union  for  Progressive  Judaism, 
Jerusalem,  Israel 

Recorder:  Lawrence  A.  Sherman,  North  Shore  Congregation  Israel,  Glencoe,  Illinois 


7:30  am 

Regency  Ballroom 
7:30-8:30  am 

Picasso 
Columbus  H 
Columbus  G 
Columbus  A 
C^וlumbus  K 
Columbus  1 and  J 
Columbus  B 
Skyway  265 
Director’s  Suite 
Skyway  261 
Hong  Kong 

8:30  am 

Ccוlumbus  E and  F 
8:30  am-5:00  pm 

CfftrtcFfkTHf<xi1p^()yer 

9: 15-10:00  am 
Oזan^^BaUr0(וm 


10:00  am- 12:00  noon 
Columbus  H 
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FIGHTING  FOR  REFORM  RIGHTS  IN  ISRAEL:  The  World  Zionists  Congress  and  the  Israel 
Religious  Action  Center 

Presiding;  Norman  D.  Schwartz,  Tc׳m/)lL׳  Simii,  Washington,  D.C.  m v 1 

Restnirce:  Rabbi  Eric  Yoffie, ! )!rector,  Association  0/  Rc/orm  Zionists  of  America,  Neu׳  York  J , 

Rabbi  UriRcgev,C:hairman,  Religious  Action  Center,  Israel  ^ J 

Recorder:  Samuel  Steen,  President.  Southeast  Council,  Temple  Beth  Am,  Miami,  Florida 

INTERRELIGIOUS  CONFLICTS  AND  COALITIONS 
Presiding;  Rabbi  Jerome  K.  Davidson,  T emple  Beth  El.  Great  Neck  New  York 
Resource:  Dr.  Jay  Rock,  Director.  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ.  Office  ofChristian-Jewish 

Relations  ! 

Sister  Rose  Thering,  Institute  o/judeo׳Christ1an  Relations,  South  Oange.  New  Jersey 

Recorder;  Nelson  Cohen,  United  Hehreu׳  Congregation,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana 

FASHIONING  REFORM  JUDAISM’S  RESPONSE  TO  THE  AIDS  CRISIS 

1 a)  Presiding:  Dr.  Nell  Hirshberg,  M.D.,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

Resource:  Dr.  Ian  Gilson,  M.D.,  Congregation  Shalom,  Fox  Point,  Wiscimsm 

Rabbi  Yoel  Kahn,  Congregation  Sha’ar  Zahai׳,  San  Francisco,  California 

Harry  Turk,  Esq.,  New  York 
Larry  Kale,  Milu׳aukee,  Wisconsin 

Ih)  Presiding;  Dr.  Robert  M.  Rankin,  M.D.,  Sha’ar  Zahav.  San  Francisco,  Cali/ornia 
Resource:  Dr.  Alan  R.  Shalita,  M.D.,  Temple  Shaaray  Tefila.  Neu׳  York 

Rabbi  Marc  Blumenthal,  Temple  Beth  El,  Birmingham  Michigan 

Rabbi  Daniel  Freelander,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Neu׳  Jersey  ׳West  HiHson  Valley 
Robert  E.  Stein,  Esq.,  Washington  Hebrew  Congregation,  Washington,  D.  C. 

lc)  Presiding:  Andy  Rose,  Jeu  ish  Family  and  Children’s  Services,  San  Francisco,  California 
Resource:  Dr.  Richard  Aach,  M.D.,  Sinai  Hospital  of  Baltimore  Maryland 

Rabbi  Sanford  Ragins,  Leo  Baeck  Temple.  Los  Angeles.  California 
Dr.  Leila  Bender  Laitman,  M.D.,  New  York.  New  York 
Benjamin  S.  Wolf,  Esq.,  K.  A.  M.  ׳Isaiah  Israel.  Chicago.  Illinois 

ld)  Presiding:  David  Schulman,  Esq.,  AIDS  Discrimination  Unit,  Los  Angeles  City 

Resource;  Dr.  Charles  Saunders,  M.D.  1 1 r , 

Rabbi  Alan  Frechling,  University  Synagogue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

ECONOMIC  JUSTICE:  THE  PLIGHT  OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  IN  POVERTY 

Presiding:  Evely  Laser  Shlensky,  Congregation  B'nai  B’rith,  SanUi  Barbara.  California 

Resource■  Leonard  Fein,  Visiting  Schoittr,  Religious  Action  Center 

) “e  Ramsey.  Direct,!;  ״/C״,״m״n,״  Rctai״״s,  Office  of, he  Maym.  V,ee  PrestJent,  lemsh 
Council  on  Urban  Affairs.  Chicago,  Illinois 
Recorder;  Ann  Robinowitz,  Temple  Shalom.  Succasunna,  Neu׳  Jersey 

REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION:  AFTER  200  YEARS  IS  IT  IN  DANGER? 

Presiding:  Judith  Hertz,  Central  Synagogue,  Neu׳  York 

Resource;  Judge  Abner  Mikva,  U.S.  Court  0/ Appeals,  D.C.  CTCUit  p r ^ 

Professor  Philip  B.  Kurland,  William  R.  Kenan  Jr, , Distinguished  Service  Professor, 
the  Lau׳  School  University  of  Chicago 

Benjamin  Chernov,  Vice׳chair  of  Commission  on  Social  Action  of  Reform  Judaism 
Recorder:  Jocelyn  Wurzburg,  Temple  Israel,  Memphis,  Tennessee 

THE  CRISIS  OF  BUSINESS  AND  PROFESSIONAL  ETHICS 

Presidine:  Constance  Kreshtool,  Congregation  Beth  Emeth,  Wilmington,  Delauwre  , ״ , ,, 

Resource:  Dr.  Eugene  B.  Borowitz,  Professor  of  Education  and  Jewish  Religious  Thought,  Hehreu׳  Union 

College׳Jeu׳ish  Institute  of  Religion,  New  York  י n l 

Dr.  Abraham  Briloff,  Emanuel  Saxe  Distinguished  Professor  of  Accountancy  at  the  Baruch 
College  of  the  City  University  of  New  York 
Recorder:  Shirlee  Goldman-Herzog,  Temple  Sholom,  Chicago,  Illinois 

OPPOSING  AP.ARTHEID  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  , n 1 ׳ ru 

Presiding;  Rabbi  Arthur  J.  Lely  veld,  Anshe  Chesed  Fairmount  Temple,  Beachwood,  Ohio 
Resource:  Damu  Smith,  Executive  Director,  Washington  Office  on  Africa 
Sheena  Duncan,  Past  President  of  Black  Sash 
Reccirder:  Dr.  Rita  Kaunitz,  Temple  Israel,  Westport,  Connecticut 


1/ 


Regency  A 


Columbus  1 and  j 


Columbus  A 


Columbus  B 


Columbus  C 


Columbus  D 


Regency  D 


Toronto 


Acapulctr 


Regency  C 


II 


SOVIET  JEWRY  AND  ETHIOPIAN  JEWRY 

Presiding:  Betty  Golomb,  Gmimimin  Swugoj^we,  Port  Washington,  Neu׳  York 

Resource:  Rabbi  Abrabam  Soetendorp,  Liberale  jotxlse  Gemeente,  The  Hague,  Netherlands 

Ladeena  Schnapper,  National  Coordinator,  American  Association /or  Ethiopian  Jews 
Glenn  Stein,  Director  of  Congregation  Relations,  Religious  Action  Center 
Recorder:  Channa  Friend,  Temple  Emanuel,  Great  Neck,  New  York 

HEALTH  CARE  AND  CATASTROPHIC  ILLNESS 

Presiding:  Michael  Rukin,  Congregation  Beth  El,  Boston,  New  York 
Resource:  Ruth  Rothstein,  President,  Mount  Sinai  Hospital,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Ronald  Pollack,  Executive  Director,  Villers  Foundation 
Recorder:  Beverly  Singer,  Beth  Sholom,  Santa  Ana,  California 


Regency  B 


Columbus  G 


1 2 00  nixm- 1 : 10  pm  LUNCHEON  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  WORLD  UNION 
Grand  Ballroom  FOR  PROGRESSIVE  JUDAISM 

(admission  by  tickets  purchased  at  ticket  booth  on  Exhibition  Level) 

Guest  Speakers:  Mr.  Thomas  P.  (Tip)  O’Neill,  Jr.,  47th  Speaker  of  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives 
Rabbi  Richard  G.  Hirsch,  Executive  Director  of  World  Union /or  Progressive  Judaism 


A WORLD  IN  TRANSITION  - THE  CONTEMPORARY  FAMILY 


SEX,  DRUGS,  AND  ROCK  *N’  ROLL?  A PROFILE  OF  OUR  JEWISH  YOUTH 

Presiding:  Paul  Gans,  Temple  Emanu-El,  Lynhrook,  New  York 
Resource:  Rabbi  Allan  Smith,  Director,  UÄHC  Youth  Division,  New  York 

Gerard  Kaye,  Director,  UAHC  Olin-Sang'Ruhy  Camp  Institute,  Oconomou-oc,  Wisetmsin 
Recorder:  Leonard  A.  Cohn,  Temple  Isaiah,  Lafayette,  California 

TO  SAVE  A LIFE:  CONGREGATIONAL  PROGRAMMING 
ON  YOUTH  SUICIDE  PREVENTION 

Presiding:  Geraldine  Voit,  Chairperson  i’AHC  Task  Force  on  Youth  Suicide  Sinai  Reform  Temple, 

Bay  Shore,  New  York 

Res(>urce:  Ruth  Bloomfield  Margolin,  Associate  Director,  North  American  Federation  of  Temple  Youth 
Rabbi  Daniel  A.  Roberts,  Temple  Emanu  El,  Clevebnd,  Ohio 
Arnold  Tobin,  M.D.,  Michael  Reese  Hospital,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Rectsrder:  Harriet  Sturm,  Temple  Sholom,  Chevy  Chase,  Maryland 

COLLEGE  STUDENTS  AND  JEWISH  IDENTITY 

Presiding:  Jan  Epstein,  Temple  Sinai,  AtLinta,  Georgia 

Res^וurce:  Michelle  November,  Director.  I ^AHC  College  Department 

Rabbi  Allan  Smith,  Director,  L'AHC  Youth  Division,  New  York 
College  Delegates 

THE  CHANGING  FACE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  JEWISH  FAMILY— Combined  Introduction, 
followed  by  the  following  four  workshops 
Presiding:  Lillian  Maltzer,  Temple  Emanu'EI,  Oak  Park,  Michigan 

Resource:  Gary  A.  Tobin,  Director,  Center  for  Modern  Jeu’ish  Studies,  Brandeis  Unii-ersity, 

Waltham,  Massachusetts 

REACHING  OUT  TO  SINGLE  PARENT  HOUSEHOLDS 

la)  Presiding:  Froma  B.  Lippman,  Beth  El  Hehreu׳  Congregation,  Alexandria,  Virginia 
Resource:  Ronald  Harrison  Cooper,  Temple  Emanuel,  Beverly  Hills,  California 
Recorder:  Gail  Eisenkramer,  C?ong7egation  Shcuire  Emeth,  St.  Louis 

ORGANIZING  A FAMILY  TASK  FORCE  IN  YOUR  SYNAGOGUE  AND  YOUR 
SISTERHOOD:  A Practicum 

lb)  Presiding:  Sidney  Groffman,  O.D.,  Temple  Shalom,  Aberdeen,  New  Jersey 
Resisurce:  Rabbi  Sheldon  J.  Harr,  Temple  Kol  Ami,  Plantation,  Florida 
Rec1>rder:  Diana  Goodman,  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  Toronto,  Ontario 

THE  EMERGING  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  GRANDPARENTING  FOR  THE  JEWISH 
FAMILY  OF  THE  TWENTYTIRST  CENTURY 

lc)  Presiding:  Judi  Silverman,  C?11|)c  t.'od  Synagogue,  Hvannis,  Massachusetts 

Resource:  Rabbi  Sanford  Seltzer,  Director,  UAHC  Panning  and  Research,  Boston,  Massachusei 
Recorder:  Susan  Feldman,  North  Shore  Synagogue,  Syo.s.set,  Neu׳  York 


Belmont 


Tortsnto 


Acapulco 


Grand  Ballnxim 


Columbus  B 


Cislumhus  C 


C?olunthus  D 


BEING  YOUNG  AND  SINGLE  IN  TODAY’S  JEWISH  COMMUNITY: 

Does  Preparation  for  Marriage  Begin  in  the  Religious  School? 

Id)  Presiding:  Judith  O.  Rosenkranz,  Congregation  Scluuirai  Zedek,  Tampa,  FloriJii 
Resource:  Davna  B.  Brook,  Congregation  Emanu  El,  Houston,  Texas 

Rabbi  Howard  1.  Bogot,  Director,  Department  of  Education  and  Director  for 
Curriculum  Deielopment  and  Teacher-Education,  New  York 
Recorder:  Shirlee  Goldman-Herzog,  Temple  Sliolom,  Chicago,  Illinois 

PROGRAMMING  FOR  INTERMARRIED  COUPLES 

Presiding:  Paul  Uhlmann,  Jr.,  New  Reform  Temple,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Resource:  Rabbi  Bernard  H.  Mehlman,  Temple  Israel,  Boston,  Massachusetts 

Nancy  Kelly  Kleiman,  Outreach  Coordinator,  UAHC  Northeast  Council, 

Brookline,  Massachusetts 

OUTREACH  IN  THE  RELIGIOUS  SCHOOL:  Children  with  Non-Jewish  Relatives 

Presiding:  Jocelyn  Rudner,  Temple  Israel,  Memphis,  Tennessee 

Resource:  Rabbi  Leslie  Y.  Gutterman,  Temple  Beth-El,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Rabbi  Nina  Mizrahi,  Assistant  Director,  UAHC  Commissitm  on  Reform  Jewish  Outreach 

INTEGRATING  JEWS׳BY׳CH01CE  INTO  THE  CONGREGATION 

Presiding;  Elaine  Merians,  Larchmont  Temple,  New  York 

Resource:  Colleen  Y.  Rabin,  Temple  Emanuel,  Beverly  Hills,  California 

Dru  Greenwood,  Outreach  Coordinator,  UAHC  New  Jersey-West  Hudson  Valley  Council, 
Paramus,  New  Jersey 

Muriel  Levy,  Temple  Sholom,  Chicago,  Illinois 

DEVELOPING  A COMPREHENSIVE  OUTREACH  PROGRAM 
FOR  THE  CONGREGATION 

Presiding:  Theodore  H.  Pailet,  The  Temple -Congregation  Ohahai  Sholom,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Resource:  Beverly  Berman,  Wilshire  Boulevard  Temple,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Dr.  Carolyn  Kunin,  Director,  New  York  Federation  Outreach  and  Introduction  to  Judaism  Program 
Barbara  Jayson,  Central  Synagogue,  New  York 
Robert  Jayson,  Central  Synagogue,  New  York 

HOW  TO  USE  OUTREACH  MEDIA  TO  CREATE  EFFECTIVE  PROGRAMS 
FOR  YOUR  CONGREGATION 

Presiding:  Stan  Sandler,  Temple  Emanu-EI,  Willoivdale,  Ontario,  Canada 

Resource:  Rabbi  Rachel  Hertzman,  Outreach  Coordinator,  UAHC  Southeast  Council,  Miami 

PROGRAMMING  FOR  PARENTS  OF  THE  INTERMARRIED  / 

Presiding:  David  R.  Toomim,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  Houston,  Texas  ly 

Resource;  Sherri  Alper,  Outreach  Coordinator,  UAHC  Pennsylvania  Council,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

THE  NON-JEWISH  SPOUSE  AND  THE  SYNAGOGUE 

Presiding:  Robert  Hess,  Congregation  Beth  Elohim,  Brooklyn,  New  York 
Resource:  Melvin  Merians,  Larchmont  Temple,  Uirchmont,  New  York 

Rabbi  Steven  Foster,  Congregation  Emanuel,  Denver,  Colorado 

PLENARY  SESSION 

Report  of  the  Commission  on  Outreach 

“The  Face  of  the  College,”  Hebrew  Union  Col  lege -Je  wish  Institute  of  Religion 
Resolutions 


Columbus  A 


Columbus  A 


Gold  Coast 


Water  Tower 


Columbus  1 and  j 


Columbus  H 


Columbus  G 


Columbus  K and  L 


Columbus  E and  F 


3:30-6:30  pm 
Grand  Ballroom 


FUND  FOR  REFORM  JUDAISM  DINNER 

(Tickets  may  be  purchased  fr(וm  ticket  botוth  on  Exhibition  Level) 

Featuring  Theodore  Bikel 


7:00  pm 
Columbus  Hall 


PLENARY  SESSION- JOINT  UAHC/NFTS  (/ 

A WORLD  IN  TRANSITION  :THE  INDIVIDUAL -MAKING  A DIFFERENCE  V 

Presiding;  Dolores  Wilkenfeld,  President,  National  Federation  of  Sisterhood,  Congregation  Emanu  El, 
Houston,  Texas 

Keynote;  Rabbi  Daniel  Syme,  Vice-President  UAHC.  Temple  Sinai,  Stamford,  Connecticut 
Eisendrath  Award  to  Black  Sash  - Presented  by  Harris  Gilbert,  Chairman,  Commission  on  Social  Action 
Accepting:  Sheena  Duncan,  Past  President  of  Black  Sash 
Speaker;  Ambassador  Arthur  Hartman 

“Glasnost  and  Perestroika,  the  Implications  for  Soviet  Jewry" 


9:00  pm 

Grand  Ballroom 
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Resolutions  Committee 


President’s  Message  Committee 


1 1:00  pm 
Skyway  265 

1 1 :00  pm 
Skyway  269 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  2 


BREAKFAST  MEETINGS  Express  breakfast  carts  are  situated  on  the  East  Tower  Concourse 
level.  Please  purchase  your  breakfast  and  bring  it  to  your  meeting) 

- Pacific  Northwest  Council 

- New  York  Federation  of  Reflוrm  Synagogues 

-New  Jersey-West  Hudson  Valley  Council 

- Midwest  Council 

- Pennsylvania  Council 

- Mid- Atlantic  Council 

- ARZA  Association  of  Reform  Zionist  of  America 

Guest  Speaker:  His  Excellence  Abdul  Raouf  El  Reedy,  Ambassador  of  Egypt  to  the  U.  S. 
-Chair  People  of  Temple  Leadership  Development  Committees 

- World  Union  for  Progressive  Judaism 

- College  Committee 

- Interreligious  Affairs  Committee 

TEFILAH:  Morning  Services 

Rabbi  Theodore  Levy,  Temple  Society  of  Concord.  Syracuse,  New  York 
Cantor  Norman  Summers,  Short  Hills,  New  Jersey 

PLENARY  SESSION ן ׳ 

Guest  Speaker:  C.  Everrtt  Koop,  M.D.,ySurgefm  General,  U.S.A. 

Resolutions  i 

UAHC  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  LUNCHEON 

MEET  YOUR  COUNTERPART 

Large  Congregations  — over  900  Families 

Rabbi  Leonard  Thai,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Pacific  Southwest  Council 
Large  Congregations  — 700  to  900  Families 

Rabbi  Daniel  Gottlieb,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Canadian  Council 
Medium  Size  Congregations  — 300  to  700  Families  — Urban  Center 

Rabbi  Richard  Address,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Pennsylvania  Council/ PhiLidelphia  Federation 

Medium  Size  Congregations  - 300  to  700  Families  - One  Congregation  Cities 
Rabbi  Morris  M.  Hershman,  Regional  Director,  UAHC.  Northern  California  and 
Pacific  Northwest  Regions 

Small  Congregations  — Under  300  Families  — Urban  Centers 
Rabbi  James  L.  Simon,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Midwest  Council 

Small  Congregations  - Under  300  Families  - One  Congregation  Towns 
Rabbi  Lawrence  1.  Jackofsky,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Southwest  Council 

Small  Congregations  - Under  300  Families  - Without  full-time  Rabbi 
Rabbi  Daniel  Bridge,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Pacific  Southwest  Council 

Small  Congregations  — Beginning  and  Growing 

Rabbi  Frank  Sundheim,  UAHC  Regional  !)ireetor,  Southeast  Council  South  Florida  Federation 
Small  Congregations  — Established  and  Stable 

Rabbi  Richard  Sternberger,  UAHC  Regional  Director,  Mid-Atlantic  Council 
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7:30-8:30am 

Columbus  B 
Columbus  1 and  J 

Columbus  C 
Columbus  K and  L 
Columbus  G 
Skyway  265 
Grand  Ballroom  F 

Columbus  H 
Skyway  269 
Columbus  A 
Skyway  261 

8:30-9:00  am 
Columbus  E and  F 


9 am- 12  noon 
Grand  Ballroom 


12:15-1:45  pm 

12:15-1:45  pm 
Columbus  E and  F 


Columbus  K and  L 


Grand  Ballroom  F 


Grand  Ballroom  E 


Columbus  1 and  J 


Columbus  A &.  B 


Columbus  H 


Ccrlumbus  G 


Columbus  C 


PLENARY  SESSION 

Guest:  His  Excellency  Moshe  Arad,  Amhasscuior  of  Israel  to  the  United  States 
Resolutions 


2:00— 6:00  pm 
Grand  Ballroom 


WUPJ  BLUE  RIBBON  COMMISSION  MEETING 


2:00  pm 
Skyway  269 


CONCLUDING  PLENARY  SESSION 
Joint  UAHC/NFTS  Session 

A Tribute  to  the  Religious  Acti1)n  Center 
Leonard  Fein,  UAHC,  Washmgton,  D.  C. 

Eisendrath  Award  to  Albert  Vorspan,  Viet׳  President,  UAHC 
Guest:  Natan  Sharansky 

Installation  of  Newly  Elected  UAHC  Chaitman  and  Officers 

Kol  B’seder:  A Musical  Conclusion 
Rahhi  Daniel  Freelander 
Cantor  Jeffrey  Klepper 
and  special  guests 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  3 


BREAKFAST  MEETINGS 

Regional  Presidents 

Rabbis’  Breakfast 

Host:  Rabbi  Alexander  M.  Schindler 

Rabbinical  Spouse  Support  Meeting 

Sjionsor:  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  Spouse  Commiitee 

V ^ ^ L / jU  ' \ 


8:00-1 1:00am 
Gold  Coast 

8:00am 

Belmont 


»:UU  am 
Water  Towet 


% /^20 )  cj ׳ ־ 


'VlP^ 
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UAHC  BIENNIAL  1987 


YOUTH  DELEGATES’  SUPPLEMENTARY  PROGRAM 

(Youth  Delegates  will  attend  these  programs  in  addition  to  all  sessions  of  the  full  Biennial)  11^%) 

(Only  for  participants  in  Youth  Delegates’  Package)  "4^7׳ 

All  sessions  to  be  held  in  the  Youth  Lounge,  Exhibition  Level,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


THURSDAY  10/29 

evening 

10:00-1 1:00  pm 

1 1 :00  pm 

Youth  Delegates  Registration 

Meeting  with  Rabbi  Alexander  Schindler  and  Iris  Franco 

Orientation  and  Caucus 

FRIDAY  10/30 

8:00  am 

9:00-11:00  am 

1 1 :00  pm 

Breakfast  Seminar  - NFTY  and  the  UAHC  in  Perspective 

Workshops:  A Teenager’s  Role  in  Congregational  Life 

Youth  Delegates’  Caucus 

SATURDAY  10/31 

8:00  am 

7:00  pm 

8:00  pm 

1 1:30  pm 

Breakfast  Seminar  - NFTY  Study  Themes  and  Projects 

Dinner  Seminar 

College  and  Youth  Delegates’  Meeting  with  A1  Vorspan  and  Sheena  Duncan 

Youth  Delegates’  Caucus 

College  and  Youth  Delegates’  Reception 

SUNDAY  11/1 

8: 1 5 am 

Breakfast  Seminar  - Social  Action  and  Economic  Justice  in  NFTY 

12:15  pm 

Lunch  Seminar 

7:00-8:15  pm 

Dinner  Seminar  at  Temple  Sholom 
(Co-sponsored  hy  HUC-jlR  and  Temple  Sholom) 

1 1 :00  pm 

Youth  Delegates’  Caucus 

MONDAY  11/2 

8:00  am 

Breakfast  Seminar  - NFTY  and  Tikkun  Olam 

6:45—8:30  pm 

Youth  Delegates’  Dinner  Seminar  with  UAHC  and  CCAR  Youth  Committee  Members 

1 1 :00  pm 

Youth  Delegates’  Caucus  and  Concluding  Program 

TUESDAY  1 1/3 

9:00  am 

Youth  Delegates’  Breakfast  Seminar 

DEPARTURE 
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UAHC  COLLEGE  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 
STUDENT  DELEGATION  BIENNIAL  PROGRAM 


Arrival 

Welcome  &.  Introductions 

Opening  Plenary  Sessions 
Seminar:  Reform  Judaism  on  Campus 

Regional  Shabbat  Dinners 
Tbe  Joy  of  Sbabbat 
CED  Reception 


Friday,  October  30,  1987 

9:00am-l:30pm  Art 

1:45  pm  We 


Picasso 

3:15  pm 

5:30  pm 
Picasso 

7:00  pm 
9:00  pm 

11:00  pm 
CED  Hosp.  Suite 


Saturday,  October  31,  1987 

8:00  am  Breakfast 


Sbabbat  Morning  Services 
Seminar:  Effective  Leadership  Models 

Lunch,  sponsored  by  Hebrew  Llnion  College-Jewish  Institute  of  Religion 
Address  by:  Rabbi  Gary  Zola,  Director  of  Admissions 

Rabbi  Alexander  M.  Schindler,  UAHC  President,  meets  with  College  Delegates 

Charles  ].  Rothschild,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  meets  with  College  Delegates 

Shabbat  Study  with  Rabbi  Allan  Smith,  Director  UAHC  Youth  Division  and  Rabbi  Jan  Brahms, 
Temple  Beth  El,  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Havdalah 
Free  Time 

Pizza  dinner  in  Chicago 

Joint  Youth  and  College  Delegates  with  A1  Vorspan,  Vice  President,  UAHC  and 
Sheena  Duncan,  Black  Sash,  Anti״Apartheid  Organization 

Evening  Entertainment 

College  and  Youth  Delegates  Reception 


1 1:30  am 
Gold  Coast 

1 :00  pm 
Buckingham 

2:00  pm 
Buckingham 

2:30  pm 
Buckingham 

2:45  pm 
Haymarket  & 
Buckingham 

4:00  pm 

4: 15  pm 

5:45  pm 

8:00  pm 
Youth  Lounge 
Exhibition  Hall 

9:30  pm 

1 1:30  pm 
Youth  Ltוunge 
Exhibition  Hall 


Sunday,  November  1,  1987 

7:30  am  Breakfast 

8:30  am  T’fillah 

9;  1 5 am  Social  Action  Workshops 

17-OOnm  Lunch 


Address  by:  Tom  Dine,  Executive  Director,  AlPAC 

Introduction  by:  Rabbi  David  Saperstein,  Director,  Religious  Action  Center 
A World  in  Transition  Workshops 

Seminar:  Strengthening  our  Reform  Presence  on  Campus 
Departure 


12:00  pm 
Buckingham 

1 :30  pm 

3:30  pm 
Buckingham 

5:00  pm 


*College  Seminars  will  be  led  by  Michelle  November,  Director,  College  Education  Department 
* ’Programs  in  bold  are  part  {>f  the  general  Biennial 


